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TH  E  following  poems  ai-e  felefted  frora 
a  voluminous  mifcellany  compiled  by  one 
Ballantine  in  1568,  and  now  belonging  to  the 
Earl  of  Hyndford. 

This  is  the  MS.  which  the  editor  of  the  E- 
vergreen  ufed  :  but  he  has  omitted  fome  ftan^ 
zas,  and  added  others ;  has  modernized  the 
verfification,  and  varied  the  ancient  manner 
of  fpelling.  Hence,  they  who  look' in  the  E- 
vergreen  for  tlie  ftate  of  language  and  poetry 
among  us  during  the  fixteenth  centuiy,  will 
be  mifled,    or  difappointed. 

The  many  and  obvious  inaccuracies  of  the 
Evergreen^  fuggefted  the  idea  of  this  new 
colle<Slion.  In  it  the  MS.  has  been  fairly  co- 
pied ;  no  liberties  in  amending  or  interpola- 
ting have  been  taken  •  The  reader  will  find,  the 
language,  verfification,  and  fpelling,  in  the 
fame  ftate  as  they  were  in  15  68. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  letter 
which  the  MS.  exprelfes  by  the  chara<n:cr  Z,  is 
here  expreiTed  '''l^-^j  the  charatSlerT.  I/ideed  this 
is  not  fo  much  an  innovation  in  fpelling,  as  a 
corredlion  of  a  general  error  into  which  print- 
ers have  fallenj  by  ufing  Z  inftead  of  the  2'  oF 
ibc  Anglo-Saxons.  This  error,  trivial  as  it. 
a  -i,  mav 
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may  feem,  is  apt  to  imbarrafs  common  readers, 
and  to  convey  a  falfe  notion  of  the  pronun- 
ciation of  our  anceflors. 

In  other  rcfpecls  alfo  this  colleftlon  differs 
irom  the  former.  The  Evergreen  contains 
many  indecent  pieces,  which  ought  not  to  be 
explained,  and  many  obfcure,  which  cannot. 
Of  the  firft  fort  are  the  Claith  Merchant^  The 
Flemyng  Bark,  The  luooing  of  the  King  at 
Dunfermline ;  of  the  fecond,  TL-e  Flyting  be- 
tiveen  Dunbar  and  Kennedy. 

Some  pieces  inferted  in  the  Evergreen  were 
compofcd  in  the  laft  age,  others  in  the  pvcfent. 
Thiis,  The  Comparifon,  and  The  Solfequiurn^  are 
the  work  of  the  Earl  of  Stirling,  fecretary  to 
Charles  I.  *,  The  Vifon^  and  The  Eagle  and  Red- 
breaflj  are  obvioufly  modern.  Hardiknute  is 
probably  modern  j  certainly  of  no  great  anti- 
quity. 

Jock's  Jdvice  to  his  Dad,  is  the  compofitioa 
of  Heywood,  the  Englifh  epigrammatiil :  The 
Jn finer  is  modern. 

Some  of  the  pieces  in  the  Evergreen  were 
printed  in  the  age  of  the  authors ;  as,  Virtue 
and  Vice,  The  Cherry  and  the  Slae,  Haytrix, 
and  tliofe  on  the  Mefs  and  Purgatory.  Others 
are  popular  poems,  univerfally  known  j  as, 
av/^fj  Kirh  en  the  Crccn,  The  Batik  rf  Har- 
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U'jJi  John'ie  Armjlrang,    and  The  Ballat  of  the 

Reid  Squair. 

The  editor  of  this  colledlion  has  excluded, 
the  indecent,  and  omitted  the  unintelligible 
poems.  He  has  not  fwelled  the  volume  by  a 
republication  of  what  is  univerfally  known, 
or  of  what  is  obvloufly  or  probably  modern. 

He  has  added  about  forty  poems  which 
wei'e  never  before  publiOied  ;  and,  in  general, 
he  has  ftudied  to  make  fuch  a  feledlion  as 
might  illuftrate  the  manners  and  hiflory,  as 
well  as  the  ft  ate  of  the  language  and  poetry  of 
Scotland  during  the  iixteenth  century. 

The  gloflary  fubjoined  to  the  Evergreen  is 
redimdant,  erroneous,  and  imperfe^l.  It  fre- 
quently explains  common  Englifli  words ;  it 
miftakes  the  fenfe  of  many  common  Scotti{h 
words  ;  and  it  generally  omits  or  mifinterprets 
whatever  is  uncouth  or  diincult. The  fol- 
lowing fpecimens  will  juftify  the  ti'uth  of  this 
obl'ervation. 

Common  Englifh  words  explained. —  Jdoun^ 
aghajl^  aureate  bern^  to  Lrace^  biniy  tc  cnrpy  to 
clawy  clerk y  ufed  for  a  man  of  letters. 

Comn^on  Scottiili  Avords  mifunderftood. — 
Avei",  4  horfe.  It  is  a  beaft^  and  particularly  any 
hciift  of  burden. —  Bannocks,  bread.    This  does 

not 
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not  exprefs  thick  cakes  of  unleavened  bread.'— 
Bent,  the  field.  It  is  a  lea  on  which  there  groivs 
coarfe grafs. —  Blether,  to  fpeaknonfenfc.  It  is 
to  Jiammer. —  Bok,  to  vomit.  It  \%  to  retch. — 
Boun,  ready  to.  go.  It  is  arrayed,  prepared'; 
without  I'efpedl  to  motion. 

Uncouth  words  mifinterpreted. —  Attercap^ 
a  vjafp.  It  is  Anglo-Saxon  for  a  fpider ;  and 
means,  by  metonymy,  a  little  aHive  venomous 
creature.. —  Gardevyance,  a  cafe  of  inftriimei\ts. 
It  is  froin  the  French,  garde  de  viandes,  a  prefs  ^ 
for  keeping  viStuals  ;  and  hence  a  cabinet. 

Tlie  number  of  words  wJ;iicK  are  left  uncxr 
plained,  is  incredible.  Of  this  any  one  will 
be  fenfible  who  takes  the  trouble  of  compa- 
ring Dunbar's  General  Satyre  with  the  Glof- 
fary. 

The  editor  of  the  Evergreen  was  a  perfon  of 
lingular  native  genius.  They  who  attempt  to 
depreciate  his  fame,  by  infmuating,  that  his 
fi-icnds  and  patrons  compofed  the  works  which 
pafs  under  his  name,  ought  firft  of  all  to  prove, 
that  his  friends  and  patrons  were  capable  of 
com  poling  the  Gentle  Shepherd. 

But  wliilc  I  make  tliis  jufl:  acknowleds?ement 
to  his  merit,  I  mult  be  allowed  to  obferve, 
that  he  was  not  ikilled  in  the  ancient  Scottiih 
dialect.     His  Ikill  indeed  fcarcely  extended  be- 

yond 
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yond  the  vulgar  language  fpoken  in  the  Lo- 
thians  at  tkis  day. 

In  compiling  his  gloflary,  he  does  not  feem 
ever  to  Lave  confulted  the  gloffary  to  Dou- 
glas's Virgil ;  and  yet  they  who  have  not  con- 
fulted it,  cannot  acquire  a  competent  know- 
ledge of  the  ancient  Scotti£h  dialect,  unlefs  by 
infinite  and  ungrateful  labour.  This  elogium 
is  the  leaft  I  can  beftow  on  the  learning  and  ac- 
curacy of  Mr  Thomas  Ruddiman.  His  mo- 
defry  was  ftlll  more  remarkable  than  his  learn- 
ing ;  for  he  fuffered  his  glolTary  to  go  forth 
into  the  world  without  the  name  of  its  au- 
thor. 


Sine  pondere  terram. 


Spirantefque  crocos,  et  in  uma  perpetuum  ver. 


Is  the  clajjical  wifh  of  one  who  has  profited  by 
the  labours  of  this  ftudious,  intelligent,  and 
modeft  man. 

For  explaining  the  collection  now  offered  to 
the  public,  a  Gloffary  and  Notes  have  been 
compiled.  In  this  work  feveral  gentlemen, 
ftudious  of  Scottifh  antiquities,  engaged,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  their  endeavours  will  be  re- 
ceived with  indulgence.  In  one  particular 
they  have  ventured  to  deviate  from  the  ordi- 
nary courfe  of  commentators.  They  have 
confcffed  their  ignorance  when  they  were  ig- 
norant. 
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norant,  and  there  accordingly  fubjoined  tables 
of  words  and  palTages  not  underftood. 

Had  the  editor  been  at  liberty  to  follow  his 
own  inclinations,  the  Gloflary  would  have  been 
more  copious,  and  would  have  contained  the 
etymologies  of  words,  and  their  import,  as 
well  primative  as  fecondary.  But  the  prefent 
age  has  no  curiolity  for  fuch  minute  philolo- 
gical refearches. 

In  the  Notes  a  wider  range  has  been  taken. 
They  contain  a  variety  of  little  circumftances 
relative  to  the  manners  and  hiftory  of  the  fix- 
teenth  century,  and  may  contribute  to  the  a- 
mufepieut  of  a  vacant  hour. 
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The  Thifile  and  ths  Rofe, 

I. 

Uhen  Merche  wes  with  variand  windls  paft. 
And  Appryll  had  with  hir  fdver  fliouris 
Tane  leif  at  nature,  with  ane  orient  blaft. 
And  lufty  May,  that  muddir  is  of  flouris, 
Had  maid  the  birdis  to  begyn  thair  houris 
Amang  the  tendir  odouris  reid  and  qnhyt, 
Quhois  harmony  to  heir  it  wes  delyt : 

4 

IL 

Tn  bed  at  morrow,  fleiping  as  I  la}'", 

Methocht  Aurora,   with  her  criftall  ene, 

In  at  the  window  lukit  by  the  day, 

And  halfit  me,  with  vifage  paile  and  grene ; 

On  quhois  hand  a  lark  fang  fro  the  fplene, 

Awalk  luvaris  out  of  your  flemering, 

Se  how  the  lufty  morrow  dois  upfpring. 

III. 
Methocht  frefche  May  befoir  my  bed  upftudc, 
In  weid  depaynt  of  mony  diverfe  hew, 
Sober,  benyng,  and  full  of  manfuetude. 
In  bright  atteir  of  flouris  forgit  new, 
Hevinly  of  color,  quhyt,  reid,  brown,  and  blew^ 
Balmit  in  dew,  and  gilt  with  Phebus  bcmys ; 
Quhyl  all  the  houfe  illumynit  of  Iver  lemys. 

A  IV. 
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IV. 

Slugart,  fcho  fkiJ,  awalk  annone  for  fchame. 
And  in  ray  honor  fumthing  thow  go  wryt ; 
The  lark  hes  done  the  mirry  day  proclame, 
To  rais  up  luvarls  with  comfort  and  delyt ; 
Yet  nocht  increfs  thy  curage  to  indyt, 
Quhois  hairt  fumtyme  hes  glaid  and  bhfsfull  bene, 
Sangis  to  mak  undir  the  lev  is  grene. 

V. 

Quhairto,  quoth  I,  fall  I  upryfe  at  morrow. 

For  in  this  May  few  birdis  herd  I  fing ; 

Thay  haif  moir  caufe  to  weip  and  plane  their  forrow ; 

Thy  air  it  is  nocht  holfum  nor  benyng ; 

Lord  Eolus  dois  in  thy  feflbne  ring  : 

So  bufteous  ar  the  blaftis  of  his  home, 

Amang  thy  bewis  to  walk  I  haif  forboi'ne. 

VI. 

With  that  this  lady  fobirly  did  fmyll. 
And  faid,  Uprife,  and  do  thy  obfervance, 
Thou  did  promyt,  in  Mayls  lufty  quhyle. 
For  to  difcryvc  the  Rofe  of  moft  plefance. 
Go  fe  the  birdis  how  thay  fing  and  dance, 
Illumynit  our  with  orient  fl^yis  brycht, 
Anamyllit  richely  with  new  afur  lycht. 

VII. 
Quhen  this  wes  faid,  departit  fcho  this  quene, 
And  enterit  in  a  lufty  garding  gent ; 
And  than  methocht  full  heftely  befene. 
In  ferk  and  mantill  after  her  I  went 
Into  this  garth  moft  dulce  and  redolent. 
Of  herb  and  flour,  and  tendir  plantis  fweit. 
And  grene  levis  doing  of  dew  down  flcit. 

VIII. 
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VIII. 

Tke  purpour  fone,  with  tendir  bemys  reld. 
In  orient  bricht  as  angell  did  appeir, 
Throw  goldin  fkyis  putting  up  his  held, 
(!^hoIs  gilt  treffis  fchone  {o  wondir  cleir, 
That  all  the  world  tuke  comfort,  fer  and  neir. 
To  luke  upone  his  frelche  and  blifsfuU  tace. 
Doing  all  fable  fro  the  Hevynis  chace. 

IX. 

And  as  the  blifsfull  fonene  of  cherarchy 

The  fowlis  fung 'throw  comfort  of  the  licht ; 

The  burdis  did  with  oppin  vocis  cry, 

O  luvaris  fo  away  thow  dully  nicht, 

And  welcum  day  that  comfortis  every  v^-icht ; 

Kail  May,  hail  Flora,  hail  Aurora  fchene, 

Kail  Princes  Nature,  hail  Venus,  Luvls  quene. 

X. 

Dame  Nature  gaif  ane  inhibitioun  thair 
To  fers  Neptunus,  and  Eolus  the  bausd, 
Nocht  to  perturb  the  wattir  nor  the  air, 
And  that  no  fchouris  nor  blaftis  cawld 
EflPray  fuld  flouris  nor  fowlis  on  the  fauld  : 
Scho  bad  eik  Juno,  goddes  of  the  fky. 
That  fcho  the  hevin  fuld  keip  amene  and  dry. 

XI. 

Scho  ordaind  elk  tha't  every  bird  and  beifl 
Befoir  her  Hienes  fuld  annone  compeir. 
And  every  flour  of  vertew,  moft  and  leift, 
And  every  herb  be  feild  fer  and  neir, 
As  they  had  wont  in  May  fro  yeir  to  yeir, 
To  hir  thair  makar  to  mak  obediens. 
Full  law  inclynand  with  all  due  reverens. 

A  2  XIl. 
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XII. 

With  that  annone  fcho  fend  the  fwiyft  ro 
To  bring  in  beiftis  of  all  conditicun  ; 
The  reftles  fwallow  commandit  fcho  alfo 
To  fetch  all  foull  of  fmall  and  greit  renown. 
And  to  gar  flouris  compeir  of  all  faflbun ; 
Full  craftely  conjurit  fcho  the  Yarrow, 
Quhilk  did  forth  fwirk  as  fwift  as  on)-  arrow. 

XIII. 

All  prefent  wer  in  twynkling  of  ane  ee, 

Baith.  beift,  and  bird,  and  flour,  befoir  the  Quene. 

And  firft  the  Lyone,  gretaft  of  degre. 

Was  callit  thair,  and  lie  moft  fair  to  fene. 

With  a  full  hardy  countenance  and  kene, 

Befoir  Dame  Nature  come,  and  did  inclyne. 

With  vifage  bauld,  and  courage  leonyns. 

XIV. 
This  awfull  belli  full  terrible  wes  of  cheir, 
Perfmg  of  luke,  and  flout  of  countenance, 
Ryght  flirong  of  corpes,  of  faffoun  fair,  but  felr^ 
Lufty  of  fliaip,  lycht  of  deliverance, 
Reid  of  his  cullour,  as  is  the  ruby  glance, 
In  feild  of  gold  he  flude  full  mychtely, 
With  floure-de-Lycis  firculit  luflely. 

XV. 

This  lady  liftit  up  his  cluvis  cleir. 
And  leit  him  liftly  lene  upone  hir  kne. 
And  crcwnit  him  with  dyademe  full  deir, 
Of  raydous  Ronis,  moft  ryall  for  to  fe ; 
Saying,   The  King  of  Beiftis  mak  I  the, 
And  the  cheif  protedor  in  wodds  and  fchawis> 
(^nto  thy  leigis  go  furtbj  and  keip  the  lawis. 

XVI. 
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XVI. 
Exerce  juftlce  with  mercy  and  confciens, 
And  lat  no  fmall  beift  fuffir  fkaith  na  fcornis 
Of  greit  beiftis  that  bene  of  moir  pufience  ; 
Do  law  alyk  to  aipis  and  unicornis, 
And  lat  no  boM'gle  with  his  bufteous  hornis 
The  meik  pluch-ox  opprefs,  for  all  his  pryd, 
Bot  in  the  yok  go  peciable  him  befyd:, 

XVII, 

Quhen  this  was  faid,  with  noyls  and  foun  of  joy 

All  kyad  of  beiftis  into  thair  degre 

At  onis  cryit,  laud,  Plve  le  Roy, 

And  till  his  feit  fell  with  humillte  ; 

And  all  thay  maid  him  homege  and  fewte  ; 

And  he  did  thame  rellaif  with  princely  laitis, 

Quhois  noble  yre  //  Proteir  P rojl rates, 

XVIII. 

Syne  crownit  fcho  the  Egle  King  of  Fowlis, 

And  as  fteill  dertis  fcherpit  fcho  his  pennis, 

And  bad  him  be  als  juft  to  awppis  and  owlis. 

As  unto  pakokkis,   papingais,  or  crenis. 

And  mak  a  h-uv  for  wicht  fowlis  and  for  wrennis,. 

And  lat  no  fowll  of  ravyne  do  efFeray, 

Kor  birdis  devoir  bot  his  awin  pray. 

XIX. 
Than  calUt  fcho  all  fiouiis  that  grew  on  feild, 
Difcryving  all  thair  fafliouns  and,  effeirs  ; 
Upon  the  awfull  Thrissill  fcho  beheld, 
And  faw  him  keipit  with  a  bufche  of  fpciris  ; 
Confidering  him  fo  able  for  the  wei'ris, 
A  radius  crown  of  rubies  fcho  him  gaif. 
And  faiJ,  In  feild  go  furih,  and  fend  the  laif.. 
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XX. 

And  fen  thou  art  a  King,  thou  be  dlicreit, 

rlerb  v.ithout  vertew  thow  hald  nochtof  fic  prycs 

As  herb  of  vertew  and  of  odor  five  it ; 

And  lat  no  nettill  vyle,   and  full  of  vycc, 

Hir  fallow  to  the  gudly  flour-de-lyce  ; 

Nor  lat  no  wyld  weld  full  of  churlilhnefs 

Compair  her  till  the  lilleis  nobiiaefs. 

xxr. 

Nor  ha!J  no  udir  flour  in  fic  denty 

As  the  frefche  Rose,  of  cullor  reid  and  quhyt: 

For  gif  thou  dois,  hurt  is  thyne  honefty  ; 

Confiddering  that  no  flour  is  fo  perfyt, 

So  full  of  vertew,  plefans,  and  delyt. 

So  full  of  blifsfull  angeliic  bewty, 

Imperial   birth,  honour,  and  dignite, 

XXII. 
Thane  to  the  Rose  fcho  turnlt  hir  vifagej 
And  falJ,  O  lufty  dochtir  nnoft  benyng, 
Abolf  the  lilly,  illuftrai"e  of  lynage, 
Fro  the  ftok  ryell  ryfuig  frefche  and  ying, 
init  ony  fpot  or  maciil!  doing  fpring, 
Cum  blouine  of  joy  with  jemmis  to  be  cround.. 
Tor  our  the  Liif  ihy  bewty  is  reuound. 

XXIll. 

A  collly  crown,  with  clarefeid  (lo^iis  bricht. 
This  cuinly  Q^ienc  did  on  hir  heid  inclofe, 
(^hyll  all  the  land  illumynit  of  the  lyclit  ; 
(^hairfoir  mcithocht  the  floiuis  didrejofe. 
Crying,  attanis,    HailJ  be  thou  richcll  Rofc, 
H;iiii  hairbis  Ilnipr  yce,  haill  frefclicRC^ient  oL'iourlSj 
To  the  be  glory  and  honour  at  all  houiis. 

XXIY. 
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XXIV. 

Thane  all  the  blrdis  fong  with  voce  on  hicht, 
Quhois  mirthfull  foun  wes  marvellus  to  heir  ; 
The  mavys  fang,  Haill  Rofe  moft  riche  and  richt, 
That  dois  upflureifs  under  Phebus  fpeir  ! 
Haill  plant  of  youth,  haill  Princes  dochtir  deir,_ 
Haill  iilofoaie  breking  out  of  the  blud  royalJ, 
Quhois  pretius  vercew  is  imperial. 

XXV. 

The  merle  fcho  fang,  Haill  Rofe  of  mofl  delyt, 

Haill  of  all  fluris  queue  and  foverane. 

The  lark  fcho  fang,  Haill  Rofe  both  reid  and  quhyt<, 

Mod;  pleafand  flour,  of  michty  coullors  twane. 

The  nichtingaill  fong,  Haill  Naturis  fuifragene 

In  bewty,  nurtour,  and  every  nobilnefs. 

In  riche  array,  renown,  and  gentilnefs. 

XXVI. 
The  common  voce  upraife  of  burdis  fmalJ 
Upone  this  v^ys,  O  biiiTjt  be  the  hour 
That  thou  wes  chofm  to  be  our  prlncipall; 
Welcome  to  be  our  Princes  of  honour. 
Our  perle,  cur  plefans,  and  our  paramour. 
Our  peace,  our  play,  our  plane  felicite  ; 
Clrryji  the  conferf  frome  all  adverfiie. 

XXVII. 

Than  all  the  burdis  fong  with  fic  a  fchout 
That  I  anone  a%voilk  quhair  that  I  lay. 
And  v.-iih  a  braid  I  turnit  me  abovit 
To  fe  this  court  ;  bot  all  wer  went  away  : 
Then  up  I  leinyt,  halflinges  in  affrey, 
Callt  to  my  Mufe,  and  for  my  fubjeft  chois 
To  fjp.g  the  Ryel  ThrifTill  and  the  Rofe. 

WlX-LlAM    DuN'EARa 
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The  Goldln  Terge. 

I. 

RIcht  as  the  fterne  of  day  began  to  fchyne, 
Qn.hen  gone  to  bed  was  Velper  and  Lucyne> 
I  raife,   and  by  a  roieir  did  me  reft  ; 
Upfprang  the  goldin  candill  matutaie, 
With  cleir  depurit  bemys  chriftallyne, 
Glading  the  mii'ry  fowlis  in  thair  neft, 
Or  Phoebus  wes  in  puipour  kaip  reveft  ; 
Upfprang  the  lark,   the  hevenis  menftral  fyne 
In  May  inlili  a  morrow  mirthfulleft., 

II. 

Full  angelyk  thir  birdis  fang  thair  hoiiris 
Within  thair  courlingis  grene,  within  thair  bcnris, 
Apperrellitwithquhaite  andreid,  with  blumys  fweit^ 
Ennamelit  wes  the  feild  with  all  cullouris, 
The  perlit  droppis  fchuke  as  in  filver  fchouris  ; 
Quhylc  all  in  balme  did  branche  and  levis  ileit 
Depairt  fra  Phoebus,  did  Aurora  grcit  ; 
Hir  criftall  teiris  I  faw  hing  on  the  flouris, 
Quhilk  he  for  lufe  all  drank  up  Avith  his  heit. 

III. 

For  mirth  of  May,  Avlth  Ikippis  and  with  hoppis, 
The  birdis  fang  upon  the  tendir  croppis. 
With  curious  nottis,  as  Venus  cha};ell- chirks.. 
The  rofis  reid,  now  fpreiding  of  their  knoppis. 
Were  powderit  bricht  with  hevinly  berial  droppis, 
Throw  bemis  reid,  lemying  as  ruby  fparks  ; 
The  Hvyis  rang  with  fchouting  of  the  larks. 
The  purpour  hevin  owrcfrcalit  in  filver /%//>, 
■Uwrcgilt  the  treis,  branchis^  Isvis,  and  barks. 

IV. 
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IV. 

Doun  the  thruch  ryfs  ane  revir  ran  with  ftremis 

So  luftely  upoun  the  lykand  lemis, 

That  all  the  laik  as  lamp  did  leme  of  licht, 

Quhilk  ftiaddowit  all  about  with  twynkline  glemls; 

The  bewls  baithit  war  in  fecound  bemis 

Throw  the  reflex  of  Phoebus  vifage  bricht. 

On  every  fyde  the  ege  raife  on  hicht : 

The  bank  wes  grene,  the  fon  wes  full  of  bemis. 

The  ftreimcris  cleir  as  fternis  in  frofty  nicht. 

V. 
The  cryftall  air,  the  fapheir  firmament. 
The  ruby  fkyis  of  the  reid  orient, 
Keft  berial  bemis  on  emerant  bewis  grene. 
The  rofy  garth  depaynt  and  redolent, 
With  purpour,  afure,  gold,  and  gowlis  gent, 
Arrayit  wes  be  Dame  Flora  the  Quene 
Sa  nobilly,  that  joy  wes  for  to  fene. 
The  roche  agane  the  rever  refplendent 
As  low  illuminate  all  the  levis  fchene. 

VI. 

Quhat  throw  the  mlrry  fowlis  armony. 
And  throw  the  reviris  found  that  ran  me  by. 
On  Florayis  mantill  I  fleipit  quhair  I  lay, 
Quhair  fone  unto  my  dremis  fantefy 
I  law  approche  agane  the  orient  lliy, 
An  faill,  as  blolTom  upon  the  fpray, 
With  maft  of  gold,  bricht  as  the  fterne  of  day, 
Queilk  tendit  to  the  land  full  luflely, 
[With  fwiftefl  motion  throu  a  cryftal  bay]. 

VIL 
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VII. 

And  hard  on  burd  into  the  blemlt  meids, 
Amangis  the  grene  rlfpis  and  the  reids, 
Arryvit  fcho,  quhair,  fro  anon  thair  lands, 
Ane  hundreth  ladeis  hiftie  intill  weids, 
Als  frefche  as  flours  that  in  the  May  upfpreids. 
In  kirtills  grene,  withoutin  kell  or  bands 
Thair  bricht  hair  hang  glitterand  on  the  ftrand 
In  trefis  cleir,  wypit  with  goldin  threidis. 
With  pawpis  qhyt,  and  middills  fmall  as  wands. 

VIII. 

Difcryve  I  wald,  but  quha  cowth  weill  indyte 

How  all  the  flouris,  with  the  liileis  quhyte, 

Depaint  wes  bricht,  quhilk  to  the  hevin  did  gleit : 

Nocht  thou,  Homeir,  als  fair  as  thou  cowth  wryte. 

For  all  thy  ornat  ftyle  moft  perfyte  ; 

Nor  yet  thou,  Tullius,  quhais  lippis  fweit 

In  rettorik  did  intill  termis  fleit ; 

Your  aureat  tunges  baith  bene  all  to  lyte. 

For  to  compyle  that  paradyfe  compleit. 

IX. 

Thair  {aw  I  Nature,  and  als  Dame  Venus  Quenc, 

The  frefche  /Aurora,  and  Lady  Flora  fchene, 

Juno,   Lalona,  and  Proferpina, 

Dian  the  goddes  of  chefc  and  woudis  grene. 

My  Lady  Clio,  that  help  of  Makaris  bene, 

Thetes,  Pallas,  and  prudent  Minerza, 

Fair  faynit  Fortoun,  and  lemand  Luchia, 

Thir  michty  Quenis  with  crownis  mycht  be  fene 

With  bemis  bricht,  blyth  as  Lucifera. 
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X. 
Thair  faw  I  May,  of  mirthfull  monetliis  Quene, 
Betwixt  /4pryle  and  June,  his  fifteris  fciiene. 
Within  the  gardene  walkand  up  and  doun 
Quhom  of  the  fowlis  gladith  all  bedene; 
Scho  was  full  tendir  intill  her  yeiris  grene. 
Thair  faw  I  Nature  prefent  till  her  a  goun, 
Riche  to  behald,  and  noble  of  renoun. 
Of  every  hew  that  undir  the  hevin  hes  bene 
Depainit,  and  braid  be  gud  proportioun. 

XI. 

Full  luftely  thir  ladeis  all  in  feir 
Entcrit  within  this  park  of  maift  plefeir, 
Quhair  that  I  lay  heilit  v/ith  levis  rank  ; 
The  mirry  fowlis,  blisfulleft  of  cheir, 
Saiuft  Nature,  methocht,  in  thair  manelr, 
And  every  blome  on  brenche,  and  eik  on  bank, 
Opnit  and  fpred  thair  balmy  levis  dank, 
Full  law  inclyneand  to  thair  Quene  full  cleir, 
Quhome  for  thair  neble  nuriffing  thay  thank, 

XII. 
Syne  to  Darnc  Flora,  on  the  famyn  wyis. 
They  faluft,  and  thay  thank  a  thoufand  fyis ; 
And  to  Dame  Venus,  Luvis  michty  quene. 
They  fang  ballatis  of  luve,  as  was  the  gyis, 
With  amorous  nottis  moft  lufty  to  devyis. 
As  that  thay  had  luve  in  thair  hairtis  grene 
Thair  hony  throttis  openit  fro  the  fplcnc. 
With  warbills  fweit  did  pers  the  hevinly  (kies, 
(^hyll  loud  refounit  the  firmament  ferene. 

XIII. 
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XIII. 
Ane  uthir  court  thalr  faw  I  fubfequent, 
Cupeid  the  King,  a  bow  in  hand  ay  bent. 
And  dreadful  arrowis  groundin  fcherp  and  fquhair. 
Thalr  faw  I  Mars,  the  god  armipotent, 
Awfull  and  fterne,  ftrong  and  corpulent. 
Thair  faw  I  crabit  Saturne,  auld  and  hair, 
His  luk  wes  lyk  for  to  perturb  the  air. 
Thair  wes  Mercurius,  wife  and  eloquent, 
Of  rethorik  that  fand  the  flouris  fair. 

XIV. 
Thair  wes  the  god  of  gardynis,  Prtaptis, 
Thair  wes  the  god  of  wlldemes,  Phanus, 
And  Janus,  god  of  encres  diledtable  ; 
Thair  was  the  god  of  fludis,  Neptunus  ; 
Thair  was  the  god  of  windis,  Eolus, 
With  variant  winds,  like  till  ane  lord  unftable  ; 
Thair  was  Backus,  the  glader  of  the  table  ; 
Thair  was  Pluto,  that  elrick  ificubus, 
In  cloke  of  grene,  his  court  ufit  unfable. 

XV. 

And  every  one  of  thir  in  grene  arraylt, 
One  herp  and  lute  full  mirrely  thay  playit. 
And  fang  ballatis  with  michty  nottis  cleir  : 
J^adeis  to  daunfe  full  fobirly  afTayit, 
Endlang  the  lufty  rever  fo  thay  mayit : 
Thair  obfervance  rycht  hevinly  wes  to  heir  ; 
Then  crap  I  throw  the  levis,  and  drew  neir, 
Quhair  that  I  was  richt  fuddenly  affrayit. 
All  throw  a  luke  that  I  haif  coft  full  deir. 

XVI. 
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XVI. 

And  fchortlyfor  to  fpeik,  of  Luvis  Qjjenc 
I  was  efpyit,  fcho  bad  hir  archeris  kene 
Go  me  areift  ;  and  thay  no  tyme  delayit ; 
Than  ladeis  fair  lute  fall  thair  mantils  grene. 
With  bowis  big  in  treffit  hairis  fchene, 
Rycht  fuddenly  thay  had  a  feild  arrayit ; 
And  yit  rycht  gritly  was  I  nocht  afFrayit ; 
The  pairty  was  to  plefand  for  to  fene, 
A  woundir  lufty  bikar  me  affayit. 

XVII. 

And  firfl;  of  all,  with  bow  in  hand  ay  bent. 
Come  Dame  Benuty,  richt  as  fcho  waldmefchentj 
Syne  followit  all  her  damofalls  in  feir. 
With  mony  divers  awfull  mftrumcnt. 
Into  the  preifs,  fair  Having  with  hir  went  ; 
Syne  Portrator,  Plefance,  and  lufly  Cheir. 
Than  come  Rejjoun,  with  Scheild  of  Gold  fo  cleif, 
In  plait  of  maill,  as  Mars  armipotent, 
Dcfendit  me  that  noble  chevelleir. 

XVIII. 

Syne  tender  Tenth  come  with  hir  virgeins  ying, 
Grene  Innocence,  and  fhame-ftiU  Jhaftngy 
And  quaking  Dreid,  with  humyll  Obedience  ; 
The  Golden  Terge  [in]  armit  thame  nothing  5 
Curage  in  thame  wes  nocht  begun  to  fpring: 
Full  foire  thay  dreid  to  do  a  violence. 
Sweit  Womanheid  I  faw  cum  in  prefeuce, 
Of  Artelye  a  warld  fcho  did  inbring, 
[x^nd]  fervit  ladeis  full  of  reverence. 

B  XIX. 
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xrx. 

Scho  led  with  hir  Nurtoiu-  and  Lanulines, 
ConthiuancCi  Pacience,  Gudfanie,  and  SteiclfaJInes, 
Difcretioun,   GejitHhies,  Conjidcrans, 
Lefull  Cu7npany,  and  HoneJ}  Bejines, 
Benigne  Luke,   Myld  Cheir,   and  Sobirr.es. 
AH  thir  bur  genyeis  to  do  me  grievance  ; 
Bot  Reffoim  bure  the  Terge  with  fic  conftance, 
Thair  fcherp  aflay  might  do  me  no  deirance, 
For  all  tliair  preifs  and  awfull  ordinance. 

XX. 

Unto  the  preifs  purfewit  He  Degre, 
Kir  followit  ay  EJiait  and  Dignitie, 
ComparifouJiy  Honor,  and  Nobill  ylrrey. 
Will,  Wat2to7ies,  Renoivn,  and  Libcrtie, 
Riches,  Fredome,  and  eik  Nobilitie ; 
Wit  ye  thay  did  thair  baner  he  difplay, 
A  clud  of  arrowis  as  haill-fchot  lowfit  thay, 
And  fchott,  quhill  waillit  wes  thair  artel) e, 
Syne  went  abak  rebutit  of  the  pray. 

XXI. 
Quhen  Venuf  perfavit  had  this  rebute, 
D:(j'emblance  fcho  bad  go  mak  perlute. 
At  all  power  to  pers  the  Gokiin  Terge  ; 
And  fcho  that  was  of  doubilnes  the  rute, 
Aikit  her  chois  of  archeiris  in  refute. 
Venus  the  beft  bad  her  to  waili  at  lerge, 
Scho  tuke  Prefens  plicht  anker  of  the  berge, 
And  Ftiir  calliiig,  that  weill  a  flanc  can  fchute, 
And  CherriJJing  for  to  compleit  hir  chaerge. 

XXIL 
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XXII. 

Dame  Ha;nellfiss  fclio  tuke  ia  cumpany. 
That  hardy  was,  and  heynd  in  archery. 
And  brocht  in  Be'wty  to  the  feild  agane  ; 
Wiih  all  the  choife  of  Venus  chevelty 
They  come,  and  bikkerit  unabafitly ; 
The  [hour  of  arrowis  rippit  on  a  raine, 
Perrclus  Prefcns,  that  mony  fyre  hcs  flaine. 
The  battcil  brocht  on  bordour  hard  me  by, 
The  fait  was  all  the  fairar  futh  to  fane. 

XXIII. 

Thik  was  the  fchott  of  grindin  arrowis  kcne  ; 
Bot  ReJJbun,  with  the  Scheild  of  Gold  lb  fchene, 
Weirly  defendit  quhofevir  aflayit  : 
The  awfull  fchour  he  manly  did  fuflene, 
Quhill  Prefens  keft  ane  powdir  in  his  ene. 
And  than  as  drunkin  man  he  all  forwayit ; 
Quhen  he  v/as  drukin  the  fule  with  him  thay  pLiyit, 
And  beneifl  him  amangis  the  bewis  grene  ; 
That  fair  ficht  me  fuddanly  effrayit. 

XXIV. 
Than  was  I  woundit  till  the  deth  full  ncir. 
And  holdin  as  ane  wofull  prefoneir 
To  Lady  Benvty,  in  a  moment  fpace 
Methocht  fcho  femit  luftyar  of  cheir. 
After  that  Rejouri  had  tynt  his  ene  cleir, 
Than  of  befoir,  and  lovarly  of  face  : 
Quhy  was  thou  blindit,  Rcjj'oiin  ?  quhy,  allace  ! 
And  gart  ane  hell  my  paradyce  appeir, 
And  mercy  feme  quhair  that  I  fand  no  grace. 

B  2  XXV, 
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XXV. 
Difi'fuulaiice  was  biiTie  me  to  fyle, 
And  Fair  Callnig  did  oft  upon  nic  fmykj 
And  ChirrlJJlng  me  fed  with  wordis  fair ; 
Ne'w  Acquentance  embrafit  me  a  quhyle, 
And  favort  me  quhill  men  micht  ga  ane  myle^. 
Syne  tuk  her  kit,  I  faw  hir  nevir  mair  : 
Than  faw  I  Dsngir  towart  me  repair, 
I  cowth  efchew  hir  prcfens  be  no  wyle, 
On  fyde  fcholukit  with  ane  fremit  fare. 

XXVI. 

And  at  tlie  lafl  deperting  couth  hir  drefs. 

And  me  deliverit  unto  Havyt:es 

For  to  rernane,  and  fcho  in  cure  me  tuke  ; 

Be  this  the  lord  of  winds,  with  fell  v/idnefs 

God  Eolus  his  bowgill  blew  I  gefs ; 

That  with  the  blali  the  levis  all  to  fchuke. 

And  fuddanly  in  the  fpace  of  ane  lake 

All  wes  hyne  went,  thair  wes  bot  wildirnefs, 

Thair  wes  no  moir  bot  birdis  bonk  and  bruke., 

XXVII. 

In  twynckling  of  ane  ee  to  fchip  thay  went. 

And  fwift  up  fail  I  unto  the  top  thay  ilent. 

And  with  fwift  courfe  attour  the  flude  thay  frak ; 

Thay  fyrit  gunnis  with  powder  violent, 

Till  that  the  reik  raife  to  the  firmament. 

The  rockis  all  refoundit  with  the  rak, 

For  reird  it  femit  that  the  rane-bow  brak  ;     , 

With  fpreit  alTrayit  upoun  my  feil  I  fprent 

Amangis  the  clewis,  fa  cairfull  wes  the  crak. 

XXVIII 
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XXVIII. 
/^nd  as  I  did  awalk  of  this  fwovvning, 
The  joyfull  fowlis  mirrily  did  fmg 
For  mirth  of  Phebus  tendir  bemis  fchene  ; 
Sweit  wes  the  vapouris,  and  fofc  the  morrowing, 
Kailfum  the  vaill,  depaynit  with  flours  ying, 
The  air  intemperit  fobir  and  amene ; 
In  quhyt  and  reid  was  all  the  erd  befene. 
Throw  Naturis  nobill  frefch  ennameling. 
In  mirthfuU  May,  of  every  moneth  Qu^ene. 

XXIX. 
O  Reverend  Chauf'^r,  rofe  of  Rethouris  alJ, 
As  in  ourc  toung  ane  flour  imperial. 
That  raife  in  Brittane  evir,  quha  reidis  richt. 
Thou  beiris  of  makars  the  triumphs  royall. 
The  frefche  cnnamallit  tcrmcs  celeftiall  ; 
This  mater  couth  haif  illuminit  full  bricht ; 
Was  thou  nocht  of  our  Inglis  all  the  licht. 
Surmounting  every  toung  terreftriall. 
As  far  as  Mayis  morrow  dois  midnycht, 

XXX. 

O  morale  Gonvcir,  and  Lidgait  laureat. 
Your  fuggarat  toungis,  and  lippis  aureat. 
Bene  till  our  eiris  caufc  of  grit  delyte  : 
Your  angelic  mouth  moft  mellifluat, 
Our  rude  language  lies  clcir  illumynat. 
And  hes  ourgilt  our  fpeiche,  that  imperfyte 
Stude,  or  your  goldin  pennis  fchup  to  wryfc 
This  yle  befoir  wes  bair,^  and  di/Tohu 
Of  rethorik,  or  luily  frefche  indyte. 

B  i  XXXI» 
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XXXI. 

Thou  litill  quair  be  evir  obedient, 

Humyll,  fubjeft,  and  femple  of  intent, 

Befoir  the  face  of  every  cunning  wicht, 

I  know  quhat  thoii  of  rethoric  hes  fpent, 

Of  hir  lufly  roifis  redolent, 

Is  nane  into  thy  garland  fett  on  hicht ; 

O  fchame  thairfoir,  and  draw  the  out  of  ficht : 

Rude  is  thy  weid,  deftitute,   bair,  and  rent. 

We'll  aucht  thou  be  afFeirit  of  the  licht. 

William  Dunbar. 
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The  Fenyet  Frier  of  Tunglani^ 

I. 

AS  young  Aurora  with  chryftall  hailc,. 
In  orient  fchew  her  vifage  paile, 
A  fwenyng  fwyth  did  me  aflaile 

Of  fonis  of  Sathanis  feid  ; 
Methocht  a  Turk  of  Tartary 
Come  throw  the  boundis  of  Barbaryj, 
And  lay  forloppin  in  Lombardy, 

Full  long  in  wachman's  weid. 
II. 
Fra  baptafing  for  to  efchew, 
Thair  a  religious  man  he  flew, 
And  cled  him  in  his  abeit  new, 

For  he  cowth  wryte  and  reid. 
Quhen  kend  was  his  diffimulance. 
And  all  his  curfit  governance, 
For  feir  he  fled,  and  come  in  France, 

With  litill  of  Lumbard  kid. 
III. 
To  be  a  leiche  he  fenyt  hrm  thair  ; 
Quhilk  mony  a  man  might  rew  evirmair  5 
For  he  left  nowthir  fick  nor  fair 

Unflsne,  or  he  hyne  yeid. 
Vane-organis  he  full  clenely  carvit ; 
Quhen  of  his  ftraik  fae  mony  ftarvit,. 
Dreid  he  had  gottin  quhat  he  defarvit. 

He  fled  av/ay  gude  fpeid. 
IV. 
In  Scotland  than,  the  narreft  way. 
He  come,  his  cunning  till  afl'ay. 
To  fum  man  thair  it  was  no  play 

The  preving  of  hisfciens. 
In  pottingry  he  wrocht  grit  pyne. 
He  murdreitt  mony  in  medecyue; 
The  Jow  was  of  a  grit  engyne. 

And  generic  was  of  gy;uis. 
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V. 
In  leichecraft:  he  was  homecyd, 
He  wald  haif  for  a  nycht  to  byd 
A  haiknay  and  the  hurtman's  hyd. 

So  meikle  he  was  of  myance. 
His  yrins  was  rude  as  ony  rawchtir, 
Quhalre  he  kit  bhide  it  was  no  lawchtir. 
Full  mony  inftrument  for  flawchtir 
Was  in  his  gardevyance. 
VT. 
He  cowth  gif  cure  for  laxative. 
To  gar  a  wicht  horfe  want  his  Jyve ; 
Quha  evir  aflay  wa!d  man  or  wyve, 
Thair  hippis  yied  hiddy-giddy. 
His  pracfiikis  never  war  put  to  preif. 
But  fuddane  deid  or  grit  mifchief, 
He  had  purgatioun  to  mak  a  theif 
To  die  without  a  widdy. 
VII. 
Unto  no  mefs  preCIt  this  prelat. 
For  found  of  facring  bell  nor  Ikellat, 
As  blackfmyth  brinkit  was  his  pallatt 

For  battring  at  the  ftudy. 
Thocht  he  ccme  hame  a  new  maid  channoun. 
He  had  difpenfit  with  Matynis  cannoun, 
On  him  come  nowthir  ftole  nor  fannoun 
For  fmuking  of  the  fmydy» 
VIII. 
Methocht  feir  faffonis  he  afiailycit 
To  mak  the  quinteifance  and  failyeit; 
And  quhen  he  faw  t/?at  nocht  availyeit> 

A  fedrem  on  he  tuke  : 
And  fchupe  in  Turky  for  to  flic  ; 
And  quhen  that  he  did  mont  on  hie. 
All  fowill  ferleit  quhat  he  fowld  be, 
That  evir  did  on  him  luke. 

IX 
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IX. 

Sum  held  he  had  bene  Dedalus^ 
Sum  the  Menatair  marvelus. 
And  fum  Martis  fmyth  VulcanuSt 

And  fum  Saturn  us  kuke. 
And  evir  the  cufchettis  at  him  tuggit. 
The  rukis  him  rent,  the  ravynis  him  druggit^ 
The  hudit-crawis  his  hair  iurth  ruggit. 

The  hevin  he  micht  not  bruke. 
X. 
Then  Myttainc  and  Saint  Martynis  fovvk 
Wend  he  hi^d  bene  the  hornit  howle, 
Thay  fet  upon  him  with  a  yowle, 

And  gaif  him  dynt  for  dynt. 
The  golk,  the  gormaw,  and  the  gled, 
Beft  him  with  buffets  quhill  he  bled  ; 
The  fpar-halk  to  the  fpring  him  fpcd 

A  Is  fers  as  fyre  of  flynt. 
,   XI. 
The  tarfall  gaif  him  tug  for  tug, 
A  ftanchell  hang  in  ilka  lug. 
The  pyot  furth  his  pennis  did  rug. 

The  ftork  ftraik  ay  but  Hint ; 
The  biffart  bilFy  but  rebuik, 
Scho  was  fo  clcverus  of  her  cluik, 
His  [lugs]  he  micht  not  langer  brukc, 

Scho  held  thame  at  ane  hint. 
XII. 
Thik  was  the  clud  of  kayls  and  crawls. 
Of  marleyonis,  mittanis,  and  of  mawis, 
That  bikkrit  at  his  bcrd  with  blawis. 

In  battell  him  abowt. 
Thay  nybbillit  him  with  noyis  and  cry. 
The  rerd  of  thame  raife  to  the  iky, 
And  evir  he  cryit  on  Fortoun,  Fy, 

His  lyfe  was  into  dowt. 

XUI 
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XIII. 
The  ja  him  fkrippit  with  a  flcryke, 
And  Ikornit  him  as  it  was  lyk; 
The  egill  ftrong  at  him  did  ftr)  ke, 

And  raucht  him  mony  a  rout : 
For  feir  uncunnandly  he  cawkit, 
Quhill  all  his  pennis  war  drownd  and  drawkit. 
He  maid  a  hundreth  nolt  all  hawkit. 

Beneath  him  with  a  fpowt. 
XIV. 
He  fcheure  his  feddereme  that  was  fchene, 
And  flippit  out  of  it  full  dene. 
And  in  a  myre,  up  to  the  ene, 

Amang  the  glar  did  glyd. 
The  fowlis  all  at  the  fedrem  dang 
As  at  a  monfter  ihame  amang, 
Quhyl  all  the  pennis  of  it  owtfprang 

Intill  the  air  full  wyde. 
XV. 
And  he  lay  at  the  plunge  evir  mair 
Sa  lang  as  any  ravin  did  rair  ; 
The  crawls  him  focht  with  cry  Is  of  cair 

In  every  fchaw  befyde. 
Had  he  reveild  bene  to  the  ruikis, 
Thay  had  him  revin  with  thair  cluikis, 
Thre  dayis  in  dub  amang  the  dukis 

He  did  with  dirt  him  hyde. 
XVI. 
The  air  was  dirkit  with  the  fowlis 
That  come  with  yawmeris,  and  with  yowlis, 
With  fkryking,  Ikryming,   and  with  fcowlis, 

To  tak  him  in  the  tyde. 
I  walknlt  with  noyis  and  fchowte, 
So  hiddowis  beir  was  me  abowte. 
Senl'yne  I  cuiil  that  cankirit  rowte 

Quhair  cvlr  I  go  or  ryde. 

William   Dunbar. 
D  RE  A  M, 
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D      R     E      A     M. 

I. 

Ucina  fchynyng  in  filence  of  the  nicht, 
The  hevin  being  all  full  of  fternis  bricht. 
To  bed  I  went ;  bot  thair  I  tuke  no  reft. 
With  havy  thocht  I  wes  fo  foir  oppreft, 
That  fair  I  langlt  eftir  dayis  licht ; 
Of  Fortoun  I  compleinit  hevely. 
That  fcho  to  me  ftude  fo  contraroufly ; 
And  at  the  laft  quhen  I  had  turnyt  oft 
For  werines,  on  me  an  flummer  foft 
Come,  with  ane  dreming,  and  a  fantefy. 

II. 

TVIethocht  Deme  Fortoun,  with  ane  fremit  cheir, 
Stude  me  beforne,  and  faid  on  this  maneir. 
Thow  fuffir  me  to  work  gif  thow  do  weill. 
And  preifs  the  nocht  to  ftryfe  aganis  my  quheill, 
Quhilk  every  wardly  thing  dois  turne  and  fteir. 
Fall  mony  ane  maa  I  turne  into  the  hicht, 
And  maks  als  mony  full  law  to  doun  licht. 
Up  on  my  ftaigis  or  that  thow  afcend, 
Treift  weill  thy  trouble  neir  is  at  ane  end, 
Seing  thir  taiknis,  quhairfoir  thow  mark  them  richt. 

III. 

Thy  trublit  gaift  fall  neir  moir  be  degeft. 
Nor  thow  into  no  benefice  beis  poflcft, 
Qnhill  that  ane  abbot  him  cleith  in  ernis  pennis, 
x^nd  fle  up  in  the  air  amangis  the  crcnnis, 
And  als  ane  falcone  fair  fro  clft  to  weft. 

IV. 
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IV. 
He  fall  afcend/as  ane  horreble  grephoun. 
Him  meit  fa!!  in  the  air  ane  fclio  dragoun  ; 
Thir  terrible  monfteris  fall  togidder  thrift, 
And  in  the  cludis  gett  the  Antechrift, 
Quhill  all  the  air  infeclc  of  their  pufoun. 

V. 
Undir  Saturnus  fyrie  regioun 
Symone  Magus  fall  meit  him  and  Mahoun, 
And  Merlyne  at  the  mone  fall  hym  be  bydand. 
And  Jonet  the  widow  on  ane  be/Tome  rydand, 
Of  wichis  with  an  windir  garefoun  ; 
And  fyne  thay  fall  difcend  with  reik  and  fyre, 
And  preiche  in  erth  the  Antechryft's  impyre. 
Be  than  it  fall  be  neir  this  warld's  end. 
With  that  this  lady  fone  fra  me  did  wend. 

VI. 

"Quhen  I  awoke  my  dreme  it  Aves  fo  nyce, 
Fra  every  wicht  I  hid  it  as  a  vyce  ; 
Quhill  I  hard  tell  be  mony  futhfaft  wy 
Fie  wald  an  abbot  up  into  the  fky. 
And  all  his  fetherine'  maid  wes  at  devyce. 

VII. 
Within  my  hairt  confort  I  tuke  full  fone, 
Adew,  quoth  I,  my  drery  dayis  are  done. 
Fvill  Weill  I  wift  to  me  wald  nevir  cum  thrift, 
Quhill  that  twa  monis  wer  fene  up  in  the  lift. 
Or  quhill  an  abbot  flew  aboif  the  monc, 

William   Dunbar, 
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Honu  Dunhar  wej   defyred  to  he  ane  Frier, 

I. 

THis  nycht  befolr  the  dawing  cleir 
Methocht  Sanct  Francis  did  to  me  appeir, 
With  anc  religious  abbeit  in  his  hand, 
And  laid,  In  this  go  cleith  the  my  fervand, 
Refufe  the  warld,  for  thow  mon  be  a  freir. 

II. 

With  him  and  with  his  abbeit  bayth  I  flcarrit. 
Like  to  ane  man  that  with  a  gaift  wes  marrit : 
Methocht  on  bed  he  layid  it  me  abone  ; 
Bot  on  the  flure  delyverly  and  fone 
I  lap  thairfra,  and  nevir  wald  cum  nar  it. 

III. 
Quoth  he,  quhy  fliarris  thow  with  this  holy  weid  ? 
Cloith  the  tharin,  for  weir  it  thow  mod  neid  ; 
Thow  that  hes  lang  done  Venus  lawis  teiche, 
Sail  now  be  freir,  and  in  this  abbeit  preiche  : 
Delay  it  nocht,  it  raon  be  done  but  dreid. 

IV. 

Quoth  I,  Sanft  Francis,  loving  be  the  till. 
And  thankit  mot  thow  be  of  thy  gude  will 
To  me,  that  of  thy  clayis  ar  fo  kynd  ; 
Bot  thame  to  weir  it  nevir  come  in  my  mynd  : 
Sweet  confefTour,  thow  tak  it  nocht  in  ill. 

V. 

In  haly  legendis  have  I  hard  allevin. 
Ma  fan(5tis  of  bifchoppis,  nor  freiris,  be  fic  fevin; 
Of  full  few  freiris  that  has  bene  fan<5tis  I  reid ; 
Quhairfoir  ga  bring  to  me  ane  bifchopis  weid, 
Gife  evir  thow  wald  my  fiule  gaid  unto  hevin. 
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VI. 
My  brethlr  oft  hcs  maid  die  fuppllcatioiins. 
Be  epiftillis,  ferrnonis,  and  relatiounis, 
To  tak  the  abyte ;  bot  thow  did  poftpone  ; 
But  ony  procefs  cum  on  ;    thairfoir  anone 
All  circumftance  put  by  and  excufatlonis. 

VH. 
Gif  evir  my  fortoun  wes  to  be  a  freir, 
The  dait  thairof  is  paft  full  mony  a  yeir; 
For  into  every  lufty  toun  and  place, 
Off  all  Yngland,  from  Berwick  to  Calice, 
I  half  into  thy  habeit  maid  gud  cheir. 

VIII. 
In  freiris  weid  full  fairly  haif  I  fleichit, 
In  it  haif  I  in  pulpet  gone  and  preichit 
In  Derntoun  kirk,  and  eik  in  Canterberry ; 
In  it  I  paft  at  Dover  our  the  ferry, 
Throw  Piccardy,  and  thair  the  peple  teichit. 

IX. 

Als  lang  as  I  did  beir  the  freiris  ftyle, 
In  me,  God  wait,  wes  mony  wrink  and  wyle  ; 
In  me  wes  falfet  with  every  wicht  to  flatter, 
Qullk  mycht  be  flemit  with  na  haly  watter ; 
I  wes  ay  reddy  all  men  to  begyle. 

X. 

This  freir  that  did  San«5l  Francis  thair  appeir, 
Ane  tieind  he  wes  in  liknes  of  ane  freir  ; 
He  vaneill.  away  with  ftynk  and  fyrrie  fmowk ; 
^Vith  him  methocht  all  the  houfe  end  he  towk, 
And  I  awoik  as  wy  that  wes  in  weir. 

William  Dunbar. 
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the       D  A  U  N  C  E, 

I. 

OF  Februar  the  fiftene  nycht, 
Rieht  lang  befoir  the  dayis  lycht, 
I  lay  intill  a  trance ; 
And  than  I  law  baith  hevin  and  hell  ; 
Methocht  amangis  the  feyndis  fell, 

Mahoun  gart  cry  ane  dance, 
Of  flirewls  that  wer  never  fchrevin, 
Againft  the  feift  of  Fafternis  evin, 

To  mak  thair  obfervance  ; 
He  bad  gallands  ga  graith  a  gyis. 
And  caft  up  gamountis  in  the  iky  is. 
The  laft  came  out  of  France. 

IL 

Lat  fe,  quoth  he,  now  quha  beginls  ; 
With  that  the  fowll  fevin  deidly  finis 

Begowth  to  leip  atanis. 
And  firfl;  of  all  in  dance  wes  Pryd, 
With  hair  wyld  bak,  bonet  on  fyd, 

Lyk  to  mak  vaiftie  wanis  ; 
And  round  about  him  as  a  quheill, 
Hang  all  in  rumpillis  to  the  heill. 

His  kethat  for  the  nanis. 
Mony  proud  trumpour  with  him  trippit. 
Throw  Ikaldan  fyre  ay  as  they  fkippit, 

They  girnd  with  hyddous  granis. 

iir. 

Heilie  Harlottis  in  hawtane  wyis 
Come  in  with  mony  fmdrie  gyis, 

Bot  yet  luche  nevir  Mahoun, 
Quhill  preiflis  cum  with  bair  fchevin  nekks, 
Than  all  tlie  feynds  lewche,  and  maid  gekks, 

Black-belly  and  BaiufyBroixin, 
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.  IV. 

Than  Tre  come  in  with  fturt  and  ftryfe ', 
His  hand  wes  ay  upoun  his  knyfe. 

He  brandeift  lyk  a  heir  ; 
Boftaris,  braggaris,  and  barganeris, 
Eftir  him  paffit  into  pairis. 

All  bodin  in  leir  of  weir. 
In  Jakkis,  ftryppis,  and  bonnettis  of  fteill, 
Thair  leggis  wer  chenyiet  to  the  heill, 

Frawart  wes  thair  affeir  ; 
Sum  upoun  uder  with  brands  beft, 
Sum  jagit  utheris  to  the  heft. 

With  knyvis  that  fcherp  coud  fcbeir. 

V. 

Next  in  the  dance  followit  Invy, 
Fiid  full  of  feid  and  fellony, 

Hid  malice  and  difpyte. 
For  pryvie  haterit  that  tratour  trymlitj 
Him  followit  mony  fi-eik  diflymlit. 

With  fenyeit  v/ordis  quhyte. 
And  flattereris  into  menis  facis, 
And  back-byttaris  of  fundry  racis, 

To  ley  that  had  delyte, 
With  rownarls  of  fals  lefingis ; 
Allace  !   that  courtis  of  noble  kingis». 

Of  thame  can  nevir  be  quyte. 

VI. 

Next  him  in  dans  come  Ciivatyce, 
Rute  of  all  evill,  and  grand  of  vyce^ 

That  nevir  cowd  b&  content ; 
Catyvis,  wrechis,  and  Ockerarls, 
Hud-pykis,  hurdars,  and  gadderaris, 

All  with  that  V/^rlo  went  : 
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Out  of  thalr  throttis  they  fliot  on  udder 
Hett  moltin  gold,  methocht,  a  fudder 

As  fyre-flaucht  maift  fervent ; 
A7  as  thay  tumit  thame  of  fchoc, 
Feynds  filt  thame  well  up  to  the  thrott, 

With  gold  of  all  kynd  prent. 

VII. 
Syne  Srveirfief,  at  the  fecound  bidding,. 
Com  lyk  a  fow  out  of  a  midding, 

Full  flepy  wes  his  grunyie. 
Mbny  fweir  bumbard  belly-huddroun, 
Mony  fliite  daw,  and  flepy  duJdroun, 

Him  fervit  ay  with  founyie. 
He  drew  tha«ie  furth  intill  a  chenyie. 
And  Belliall,  with  a  brydill  renyie, 

Evir  lafcht  thame  on  the  lunyie. 
In  dance  thay  war  fo  flaw  of  feit, 
They  gaif  thame  in  the  fyre  a  heit. 

And  maid  them  quicker  of  counyic:,. 

VIII. 

Than  Lichery,  that  lathly  corfs, 
Berand  lyk  a  bagit  horfs. 

And  Idllnefs  did  him  leid  ; 
Thair  wes  with  him  an  ugly  forr. 
And  mony  ftinkand  fowl]  tramort, 

That  had  in  fyn  bene  deid  : 
Quhen  thay  wer  entei'it  in  the  daunce, 
Thay  wer  full  ftrenge  of  countenance, 

Lyk  turkas  burnand  icid  ; 
##*******■** 

Itmycht  be  na  remcid. 
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IX. 
Than  the  fowll  monftlr  Glutteny, 
Of  wame  unfafiable  and  gredy, 

To  dance  fyn  did  him  drefs  ; 
Him  followet  mony  foull  drunckhart. 
With  can  and  collep,  cop  and  quart. 

In  furffet  and  excefs. 
Full  mony  a  waiftlefs  wally-drag. 
With  waimis  unweildable,  did  furth  warr. 

In  creifche  that  did  increfs. 
Drynk,  ay  thay  cryit,  with  mony  a  gaip, 
The  feynds  gave  them  hait  Isid  to  laip, 

Thair  lovery  wes  na  Icfs. 

X. 

Na  menflralls  playit  to  tharae  but  dow':; 
For  gle-men  thair  wer  haldin  out, 

Be  daV)  and  eik  by  nycht ; 
Except  a  menftrall  that  flew  a  man  • 
Sa  till  his  hcretage  he  wan. 

And  entirt  be  breif  oi'  richt. 

XI. 

Than  cryd  Mahoun  for  a  Heleand  Padyane ; 
Syn  ran  a  feynd  to  fetch  Makfadyane, 

Far  northwart  in  a  nuke  ; 
Be  he  the  Correnoth  had  done  fchour, 
Erfche  men  fo  gadderit  him  about, 

In  hell  grit  rume  thay  tuke  : 
Thae  tarmeg-mlis,  with  tag  and  tatrer, 
Full  loud  in  Erfche  begowt  to  chittcr, 

And  rowp  lyk  revin  and  ruke. 
The  devill  {j.  devit  wes  Avith  thair  yell. 
That  in  the  depeft  pot  of  hell 

He  fmorit  thame  with  fmuke. 

WiLMAM  Dunbar. 
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The  S<weirers  and  the  Devil!. 

I. 

THis  nycht  in  fieip  I  was  agaft, 
Methocht  the  devill  wes  tempand  faft 
The  people  with  aithis  of  crewaltie, 
Sayand,   as  throw  the  merkat  he  paft, 
Renunce  thy  God,  and  cum  to  me. 

II. 

Methocht  as  he  went  throw  the  way, 
Ane  preifl  fweirit  braid,  be  God  verey, 
Quhilk  at  the  alter  reflavit  he  ; 
Thow  art  my  clerk,  the  devill  can  fay, 
Renunce  thy  God,  and  cum  to  me. 

III. 
Than  fwoir  a  courtyour  mekle  of  pryd 
Be  Chryftis  woundis  bludy  and  wyd. 
And  be  his  harmes  wes  rent  on  tre. 
Than  fpak  the  devill,  hard  him  befyd, 
Renunce  thy  God,  and  cum  to  me. 

IV. 

Ane  merchand,  his  geir  as  he  did  fell, 
Renuncit  his  part  of  hevin  and  hell; 
The  devill  faid,  Welcum  mot  thow  be. 
Thou  fall  be  merchand  for  my  fell, 
Renunce  thy  God,  and  cum  to  me. 

V. 

Ane  goldfmith  faid.  The  golds  fa  fyne 

That  all  the  warkmanfchip  I  tyne  ; 

The  feind  relfaif  me  gif  I  lie  ; 

Think  on,  quoth  the  devill,  that  thow  art  mine, 

Renunce  thy  God,  and  cum  to  me. 

VI. 
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VI. 

Ane  tailyor  faid,  In  all  this  toun, 
Be  thair  ane  better  weil  maid  gown. 
I  gif  me  to  the  feynd  all  fre  ; 
Gramercy,  tailyor,  faid  Mahoun, 
Renunce  thy  God,  and  cum  to  me. 

VII. 
Ane  fouttar  faid,  In  gud  effek. 
Nor  I  be  hangit  be  the  nek, 
Gife  bettir  butis  of  ledder  ma  be  ; 
Fy,  quoth  the  feynd,  thou  fawris  of  blek-,. 
Ga  clenge  the  clene,  and  cum  to  me. 

VIII. 

Ane  baxftar  fayd,  I  forfaik  God, 

And  all  his  werkis,  evin  and  od, 

Gif  fairar  ftuff  neidis  to  be  ; 

The  devill  luche,  and  on  him  cowth  nodj 

Renunce  thy  God,  and  cum  to  me. 

IX. 

The  flefhour  fwoir  be  the  facrament. 
And  be  Chryft's  blud  maill  innocent, 
Nevir  fatter  flefch  faw  man  with  ee  ; 
The  devill  faid,  hald  on  thy  intent, 
Renunce  thy  God,  and  cum  to  me. 

X. 

The  maltman  fayis,  I  God  forfaik. 
And  that  the  devill  of  hell  me  talk, 
Gif  cny  bettir  malt  may  be, 
And  of  this  kill  I  haif  inlaik  ; 
Renunce  thy  God,  and  cum  to  me. 


XI. 
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XI. 
Ane  browftar  fwore  the  malt  wes  ill, 
Baith  reiJ  and  reikit  on  the  kill, 
That  it  will  be  na  aill  for  me, 
Ane  boll  will  not  fex  gallonis  fill ; 
Renunce  thy  God,  and  cum  to  mc. 

XII. 
The  fmith  fwoir  be  rude  and  raip, 
Intill  a  gallowis  mot  I  gaip, 
Gif  I  ten  dayis  wan  pennies  thre, 
For  with  that  craft  I  can  nocht  thraip  j 
Renunce  thy  God,  and  cum  to  me. 

XIII. 

Ane  menftrall  faid.  The  feind  me  ryfe, 

The  devill  faid,  hardly  mot  it  be, 
Exerce  that  craft  in  all  thy  lyfe, 
Renunce  thy  God,  and  cum  to  me. 

XIV. 
Ane  dyfour  faid,  with  words  of  ftryfe. 
The  devill  mot  ftik  him  with  a  knyfe, 
But  he  kefl  up  fair  fyffis  thre ; 
The  devil  faid,  Endit  is  thy  life, 
Renunce  thy  God,  an^i  cum  to  me. 

XV. 

Ane  theif  faid,  111  that  evir  I  chaip, 
jN'or  ane  ftark  widdy  gar  me  gaip. 
But  I  in  hell  for  geir  wald  be  ; 
The  devill  faid,  Welcum  in  a  raip, 
Renunce  thy  God,  and  cu,m  to  me. 


XVI. 
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XVI. 

The  fifche-wyffis  flet,  and  fwoir  with  grainis^ 
And  to  the  fcind  fauld  flefche  and  banis; 
Thay  gaif  thame  with  ane  fchoiit  on  hie  ; 
The  devill  faid,  Welcum  all  at  ainis, 
Renunce  your  God,  and  cum  to  me , 

XVII. 
Methocht  the  devills  als  black  as  pik, 
Solifland  wer,  as  beis  thik,    - 
Ay  tempand  folk  with  wayis  flie; 
Rounand  to  Rohene  and  to  Diky 
Renunce  thy  God,  and  cum  to  me. 

William  DvKBAito 


ISe 
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The  Tejiament  of  Mr  Andro  Kennedy, 

I. 

IMafter  Andro  Kennedy, 
A  \viatre~\  quando  fum  vocatus. 
Begotten  with  fum  Incuby, 
Or  with  fum  freir  ififatuatus  ; 
In  faith  I  can  nocht  tell  redely, 
Unde  aut  ubi  fui  natus, 
Bot  in  ti'uth  I  trow  trewly, 
^10 d  fum  diabslus  incarnatus. 

II. 

Cum  nihil  fit  certius  morte. 

We  man  all  de  quhen  we  half  done  ; 

Nefcimus  quaJido,  vel  qua  forte. 

Nor  blynd  allane  wait  of  the  mone. 

Ego  patior  in  peSIere, 

Throw  nicht  I  mycht  nocht  fleip  a  wink  j 

Licet  xger  in  corpore. 

Yet  wald  my  mouth  be  watt  with  drink, 

III. 

Nunc  condo  tefnmentmn  vieum, 

I  leif  my  faule  for  evirmair. 

Per  omnipotentem  Deuvi, 

Into  my  lordis  wyne- cellar  j 

Semper  ihi  ad  re}?ianendu7n 

Till  domefday  cum  without  difllver, 

Bonum  vinum  ad  hihenduvi 

With  fweit  Cuthbert  that  lufit  me  nevir. 

IV. 

Ipfe  eji  dulcis  ad  amandum. 

He  wuld  oft  ban  me  in  his  breth, 

Det  mihi  modo  ad  potandum. 

And  I  forgaif  him  laith  and  wreth. 
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^uia  in  cellar  cum  cervijia, 
I  had  lever  \y  baith  air  and  lait, 
Nudus  folus  in  camifta^ 
Than  in  my  lordis  bed  of  ftait, 

V. 

Ane  barrel  being  ay  at  my  bofum, 

Of  warldly  gude  I  bad  na  mair  ; 

Et  corpus  vieu7n  ehricfuin, 

I  leif  unto  the  town  of  Air  ; 

In  ane  draff  midding  for  evir  and  ay, 

Ut  ibi  fepeliri  quea?n, 

Quhair  drink  and  draff  may  ilka,  day 

Be  caftin  fupn-  facievi  vieam. 

VI. 
1  leif  my  hairt  that  nevir  vves  ficker, 
Sed  feinper  variabile. 
That  evermair  wald  flow  and  flicker, 
Conforti  vieo  Jacobo  Wylie  : 
Thoch  I  wald  bind  it  with  a  wicker, 
Verum  Deujn  retiui  ; 
Bot  and  I  hecht  to  tume  a  bicker. 
Hoc  paSlum  fetiipcr  tenui. 

VII. 
Syne  leif  I  the  befl  aucht  I  bocht, 
^lod  ejl  Latinum  propter  cape, 
To  the  heid  of  my  kin  ;  but  waite  I  nocht, 
^uis  ej}  ille,  than  fchro  my  Ikape. 
I  tald  my  Lord  my  heid,  but  hiddill, 
Sed  nulli  alii  hoc  Jcherunt, 
We  wer  als  fib  as  feif  and  riddill, 
In  una  filva  qux  creverunt. 


VIII. 
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VIII. 

^htia  viea  folaiia 

They  wer  bot  lefmgis  all  and  ane, 

Cum  ojmii  fraude  et  fallacia. 

I  leive  the  maifter  of  Santft  Anthane, 

William  Gray,  fine  gratia. 

My  ain  deir  cufine,  as  I  wene, 

^ui  nutiqua>ii  fahricat  mendacia. 

But  quhen  the  Holene  tree  growls  grcnc 

IX, 
My  fenyeing,  and  ray  fals  winning, 
Relinquo  falfu  fvalribus  ; 
For  that  is  Gods  awin  bidding, 
Difparjit,   dedit  pauperibus. 
For  mens  faulis  they  fay  and  fuig, 
Mentientes  pro  muneribui  ; 
Now  God  give  thaime  ane  evill  ending. 
Pro  fuis  pravis  Operibus, 

X. 

To  Jok  the  fule,  my  foly  fre 

Lego  pojl  corpus  fepultuni; 

In  faith  I  am  mair  fule  than  he, 

hicet  ojiendo  bonum  vulluui. 

Of  corne  and  catlell,  gold  and  fie, 

Ipfe  habet  valde  ynultum. 

And  yit  he  bleiris  my  lordis  ee, 

Fingendo  euvi  fore  Jlultum. 

XL 

To  Maifter  Johney  Clerk  fyne, 
Do  et  leno  inlinie 

Gods  braid  malefone,'  and  myne; 
Nam  ipfe  ejl  caufa  mortii  imx. 
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Wer  I  a  dolg  and  he  a  fwyne, 

Miiltl  viirantur  fup^r  vit, 

Bot  I  foiild  gar  that  lurdoun  quhryne,. 

Scribendo  denies  fine  D, 

XII. 

Hefiduum  ovmium  bonoruvt 

For  to  difpone  my  lord  fal  haif, 

Cuvi  tutela  puerorum, 

Baith  Adie,  Kittie,  and  all  the  laif. 

In  faith  I  will  na  langer  raif. 

Pro  fepultura  ordino 

On  the  new  gyfe,  fa  God  me  faif, 

!\oti  Jicut  7Hore  Jolito. 

XIII. 

/;/  die  viae  fepulttira, 

I  will  have  nane  but  our  awin  gang, 

Et  duos  rujficos  de  rure 

Berand  ane  barrell  on  a  ftang, 

Drinkand  and  playand  cap-out;  even 

Sicut  egoiiiet  folebam, 

Singand  and  greitand  with  the  ftevin, 

Potiivi  meiwi  cum  fietu  yjiifcebam. 

XIV. 

I  will  no  preiftis  for  me  fing, 

Dies  ilU't  dies  irx  ; 

Nor  yet  na  bellis  for  me  ring, 

Sicut  Jeuiper  folet  fieri ; 

But  a  bag-pyp  to  play  a  fpring, 

Et  umim  ale-wifp  ante  vie  ; 

Infteid  of  torchis,  foi-  to  bring 

^latuor  Jage7ias  cervijix. 


Within 
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Within  the  graif  to  fett,  fit  thing, 
///  7nodu7ji  crticis  juxta  me. 
To  fle  the  feyndis,  than  hardly  fing 
De  terra  plafmajii  vie. 


William  Dunbar, 
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Tydings  fi-a  the  Scjjloun. 

I. 

NE  miirelandis  man  of  uplandis  raak, 
At  hame  thus  to  his  nychbour  fpak, 
Quhat  tidings,  gofTep  ?  peax  or  weir  ? 
The  tother  rounit  in  his  eir, 
I  tell  yow  this  under  confeffioun. 
But  laitly  lichtit  of  my  meir, 
I  come  of  Edinburgh  fra  the  feflloun. 

II. 

Quhat  tydingis  hard  ye  thair,  I  pray  yow  ? 
The  totlier  anfwerit,  I  fall  fay  yow  ; 
Keip  this  i-ili  fecreit,  gentill  brother, 
Is  na  man  thair  that  trcftis  ane  uther : 
Ane  common  doer  of  tranfgreflioun, 
Of  innocent  folkis  prevenis  a  futher  : 
Sic  tydings  hard  I  at  the  feffioun. 

III. 

Sum  with  his  fallow  rownis  him  to  plels 

That  wald  for  envy  byt  aff  his  neis. 

His  fa  him  by  the  oxtar  leidis ; 

Sum  patteris  with  his  mowth  on  beids. 

That  hcs  his  mynd  all  on  oppreflloun  ; 

Sum  beckis  full  law,  and  fchawis  bair  heidis, 

Wald  luke  full  hcich  war  not  the  fcffioun. 

IV. 

Sum  bidand  the  law,  layis  land  in  wed ; 
Sum  fuperexpendit  gois  to  his  bed  ; 
Sum  fpeidis,  for  he  in  court  hes  meins  ; 
Sum  of  partialitle  complenis, 
How  feid  and  favour  fiemis  difcretioun  ; 
Sum  fpeikis  full  fair,  and  falfsly  fenis  : 
Sic  thingis  hard  I  at  the  feffioun. 
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V. 

Sum  cafts  fummondis,   and  fum  exceptis ; 
Sum  ftand  befyd  and  Ikaild  law  keppis  ; 
Sum  is  concludit,  fum  wins,  fum  tynes  j 
Sum  makls  him  mirry  at  the  vvynis  ; 
Sum  is  put  out  of  his  pofTeffioun  ; 
Sum  herreit,  and  on  credens  dynis  : 
Sic  tydings  hard  I  at  the  feffioun, 

VI. 

Sum  fweiris,  and  forfaikis  God  ; 

Sum  in  ane  hmib-lkin  is  ane  tod  ; 

Sum  in  his  tung  his  kyndnefs  turfis  ; 

Sum  cuttis  throattis,  and  fum  pykis  purfis  ; 

Sum  gois  to  gallows  with  proceffioun  ; 

Sum  fains  the  fait,  and  fum  thame  curlis  :. 

Sic  tydingis  hard  I  at  the  feffioun, 

VII. 

Religious  men  of  divers  placis 

Cum  thair  to  wow,  and  fe  fair  faces  ; 

Baith  Carmelitis  and  Cordilleris 

Cumis  thair  to  genner  and  get  ma  freiris,. 

And  ar  unmindfull  of  thair  profeilioim  ; 

The  yunger  at  the  eldair  leiris  : 

Sic  tydings  hard  I  at  the  feffloun. 

VIII. 
Thair  cumis  yung  monkis  of  he  complexioun. 
Of  devoit  mynd,  luve,  and  affeiftioun  ; 
And  in  the  courte  thair  hait  ilefche  dantis. 
Full  fuder-lyk,  with  pechis  and  pantis  ; 
Thay  ar  fo  hummill  of  intercedioun. 
All  n.ercifull  wemen  thair  errand  grantis: 
Sic  tydings  hard  I  at  the  f^,flioun. 

William  Dunbar, 


D 


I     42     1 

A  General  Satyre, 

I. 

I^Evorit  ulth  dreim,  devifing  in  my  flumber, 
How  that  this  realme.with  nobillis  out  of  number 
Gydit,  provydit  fa  mony  years  hes  bene  ; 
And  now  fic  hunger,  fic  cowartis,  and  fic  cumber. 
Within  this  land  was  nevir  hard  nor  fene. 

II. 

'Sic  pryd  with  prellattis,  fo  few  till  preiche  and  pray, 
Sichant  of  harlottiswith  thame,  bayth  nicht  and  day, 
That  fowld  haif  ay  thair  God  afore  thair  ene, 
So  nice  array,  fo  flraiige  to  thair  abbay, 
Within  this  land  was  nevir  liard  nor  fene. 

III. 

So  mony  preiftis  cled  up  in  fectilar  weid, 

With  blafing  brei^is  carting  thair  claiths  on  breid, 

ft  is  no  need  to  tell  of  quhome  I  mene, 

]'o  quhome  the  Ffalme  and  Teftament  to  i-cid, 

Within  this  laud  was  nevir  hard  nor  fene. 

IV. 

So  monj'  maifleris,  fo  mony  guckit  clcrkis. 
So  mony  weftaris,  to  God  and  all  his  warkis, 
So  fyiy  fparkis,  of  difpyt  fro  the  fplene, 
Sic  lofm  farkis,  fo  mony  glengour  markis, 
Within  this  land  was  nevir  hard  nor  fene. 

V. 

So  mony  lords,  fo  mony  naturall  fulcs, 
That  bcttir  accordis  to  play  thame  at  the  trulis, 
Nor  feis  the  dulis  that  commons  dois  lliftenc, 
New  tane  fra  fculls  ;  fo  mony  anis  and  mulis, 
Within  this  land  was  nevir  hard  nor  fene. 

VI. 
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VI. 

Sa  meikle  trefTone,  fa  mony  partial  fixwis, 
Sa  littill  reflbne,  to  help  the  common  cawis, 
That  all  the  lawis  ar  not  fet  by  ane  bene ; 
Sic  feiiyiet  flawis,  fa  mony  waftit  wawis, 
Within  this  land  was  nevir  hard  nor  fcne, 

VII. 

Sa  mony  theivis  and  murderis  \veil  kend, 
Sa  grit  releivis  of  lords  thame  to  defend, 
Bccauis  they  fpeni  the  pelf  thame  betwene, 
Sa  few  till  wend  this  mifcheif,  till  amend. 
Within  this  land  was  nevir  hard  nor  fene. 

VIII. 

This  to  corred,  they  fchow  with  mony  crakkis, 
But  littil  efFed  of  fpeir  or  battar  ax, 
Quhen  curage  lakkis  the  corfs  that  fould  mak  kene  ; 
Sa  mony  jakkis,  and  brattis  on  beggaris  bakkis, 
Within  this  land  was  nevir  hard  nor  fene. 

IX. 

Sic  vant  of  wouftours  with  hairtis  in  finful  flatures, 
Sic  brallaris  and  bolleris,  degenerait  fra  their  natures, 
And  fic  regratouris,  the  pure  men  to  prevene  ; 
S.i  mony  traytouris,  fa  mony  rubeatouris, 
Vv'ithin  this  land  was  nevir  hard  nor  fene. 

X. 

Sa  mony  jugeis  and  lords  now  maid  of  late, 
Sa  fmall  refugeis  the  pure  man  to  debait ; 
Sa  mony  eftate,  for  commoun  well  fa  quhene, 
Owre  all  the  gait,  fa  mony  thevis  fa  tait. 
Within  this  land  v.'as  nevir  hard  nor  fene. 

XI. 
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XI. 

Sa  mony  ane  fentence  retreitit,  for  to  win 
Geir  and  acquentance,  or  kyndnefs  of  thair  kin  ; 
Thay  think  no  fin,  quhair  proffeit  cumis  betwene  y 
Sa  mony  a  gin,  to  haifl:  thame  to  the  pin. 
Within  this  land  was  ncvir  hard  nor  fene. 

XIL 

Sic  knavis  and  crakkaris,  to  play  at  carts  and  dyce. 
Sic  halland-fcheckaris,  quhilk  at  Coiukslbyis  gryce^ 
Are  haldin  of  pryce,  when  lymaris  do  convene. 
Sic  ftore  of  vyce,  fa  mony  wittis  unwyfe. 
Within  this  land  was  nevir  hard  nor  fene^ 

XIU. 

Sa  mony  merchandis,  fa  mcny  are  menfworne. 
Sic  pure  tenandis,  fic  curfmg  evin  and  morn, 
Quhilk  flayis  the  corn,  and  fruct  that  growis  grene;. 
Sic  ikaith  and  fcorne,  fa  mony  paitlattis  worne. 
Within  this  land  was  nevir  hard  nor  fene. 

XIV. 

Sa  mony  rackettis,  fa  mony  ketche-pillaris, 
Sic  ballis,  fic  nachettis,  and  fic  tutivillaris, 
And  fic  evil-willaris  to  fpeik  of  King  and  Queue, 
Sic  pudding-fillaris,  defcending  doun  from  millaris^ 
Within  this  land  was  nevir  hard  nor  fene. 

XV. 
Sic  fartingaillis  on  fl-iggis  als  fatt  as  quhailis, 
Fatiit  lyk  fulis  with  hattis  that  littil  availis  ; 
And  fic  fowill  tailis  to  fweip  the  calfay  clcne. 

The  duft  upfkaiilis,  mony  fillok 

Within  this  land  was  nevir  hard  nor  fene. 

XVI. 
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XVI. 

Sa  mony  ane  Kittle,  dreft  up  with  goldin  chenyes, 
Sa  few  witty,  that  weil  can  fabillis  fenyie, 
VVith  apill  renyeis  ay  ihawand  hir  goldin  chene, 
Of  Sathanis  feinye  ;  fiire  fic  an  unfaul  menyie 
Within  this  land  was  nevir  hard  nor  fene. 

William  Dunbar. 


Difcretioun 
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Difcretioun   in    j^Jking. 

I. 

OF  every  afking  followis  nocht 
Rewaird,  bot  gif  fum  caus  wer  wrocht ; 
And  quhair  caus  is,  men  well  ma  fie  ; 
And  quhair  nane  is,  it  will  be  thocht 
In  afking  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

II. 

Ane  fule,  thocht  he  haif  catis  or  nane, 
Cryis  ay,  gif  me  into  a  drene  ; 
And  he  that  dronis  ay  as  ane  bee 
Sould  haif  an  heirar  dull  as  llanc  j 
In  afking  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

III. 
Sum  afkis  mair  than  he  defervls. 
Sum  afkis  far  les  than  he  fervis. 
Sum  fchames  to  afk  as  braids  of  me. 
And  all  without  reward  he  ftervis  ; 
In  afking  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

W. 

To  afk  but  fervice  hurts  gud  fame» 
To  afk  for  fervice  is  not  blame  ; 
To  ferv^  and  leif  in  beggartie, 
To  man  and  maiftir  is  baith  fchame ; 
In  afking  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

V. 

He  that  dois  all  his  beft  fervyis. 

May  fpill  it  all  with  crakkis  and  cryis. 

Be  foul  inoportunitie ; 

Few  wordis  may  ferve  the  wyis  ; 

In  afking  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

VI. 
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VI. 

'Nocht  neidfuU  is  men  fuld  be  dum, 
Nathing  is  gotin  but  wordis  fum, 
Nocht  fped  but  diligence  we  fe ; 
For  nathing  it  allane  will  cum ; 
In  afking  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

VII. 
Alking  wald  haif  convenient  place. 
Convenient  tyme,  lafar,  and  fpace  ; 
But  haift  or  preis  of  grit  menye, 
But  hairt  abafit,  but  toung  reckles  ; 
In  afking  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

VIII. 

Sum  micht  haif  (ye)  with  littlll  cure. 
That  hes  aft  (nay)  with  grit  labour. 
All  for  that  tyme  not  byde  can  he ; 
He  tynis  baith  errand  and  honour  ; 
In  alking  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

IX. 

Suppois  the  fervand  be  lang  unquit, 
The  Lord  fumtyme  rewaird  will  it, 
Gif  he  dois  not,  quhat  remedy  ? 
To  fecht  with  fortoun  is  no  wit ; 
In  afking  fould  Difcretioun  be. 


William  D'JVBAi. 


Difcretioun 
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Difcretioun    of  Giving, 

I. 

TO  fpeik  of  gift  or  almous  dcidis, 
Sum  gevis  for  mereit  and  for  meidis  j 
Sum,  wardly  honour  to  up  hie, 
Gevis  to  thamc  thut  nothing  neidis  ; 
In  geving  fould  Difcretioun  be.  • 

II. 

Sum  gevis  for  pryd  and  glory  vane, 

Sum  gevis  vpith  grudgeing  and  with  pane, 

Sum  gevis  in  prattik  for  fupple. 

Sum  gevis  for  twyis  ais  gud  agane  ; 

In  geving  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

III. 

Sum  gevis  for  thank,  fum  cherltie. 
Sum  gevis  money,  and  fum  gevis  melt, 
Sum  gevis  wordis  fair  and  fie, 
Giftis  fra  fum  ma  na  man  ti'eit; 
In  geving  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

IV. 

Sum  is  for  gift  fa  lang  requyred, 
Quhill  that  the  crevir  be  fo  tyred, 
That  or  the  gift  deliverit  be, 
The  thank  is  frullrat  and  expyred ; 
In  geving  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

V. 

Sum  gevis  fo  littill  full  wretchetly. 
That  his  giftis  are  not  fct  by. 
And  for  a  huide-pyk  haldin  is  he. 
That  all  the  warld  cryis  on  him,  fy  ! 
In  geving  fould  Difcretioun  be. 


VI. 
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VI. 

Sum  in  his  geving  is  fo  large, 
That  all  oure-laidin  is  his  berge, 
Throw  vyce  and  prodigalite, 
Thairof  his  honour  dois  difchairge  ; 
In  geving  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

VII. 

Sum  to  the  riche  gevis  geir, 
That  micht  his  gifcis  weill  forbeir ; 
And  thocht  the  peur  for  fait  fould  de, 
His  cry  nocht  enteris  in  his  eir  ; 
In  geving  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

VIII. 

Sum  gevis  to  ftrangeris  with  face  new. 
That  yifterday  fra  Flanderis  flew  ; 
And  auld  fervantis  lift  not  fe, 
War  thay  nevir  of  fa  grit  vertew  ; 
In  geving  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

IX. 

Sum  gevis  to  thame  can  afk  and  plenyie. 
Sum  gevis  to  thame  can  flattir  and  fenyie 
Sum  gevis  to  men  of  houeftie, 
And  haldis  all  jangealaris  at  difdenyie  ; 
In  geviiig  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

X. 

Sum  gettis  giftis  and  riche  arrayis 
To  fvveir  all  that  his  maifter  fayis, 
Thocht  all  the  contrair  weill  knawis  he  ; 
Ar  mony  fic  now  in  thir  dayis  ;  > 

In  geving  fould  Difcretioun  be. 


XL 
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XI, 

Sum  gevis  gud  men  for  thair  gud  kewis. 
Sum  gevis  to  trumpourls  and  to  fchrewis, 
Sum  gevis  to  knaw  his  awtoritie  ; 
But  in  thair  office  gude  fundin  few  is ; 
In  geving  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

XII. 
Sum  gevis  parochynis  full  wyd, 
Xirkis  of  Sand  Barnard  and  Sanct  Bryd, 
To  teiche,  torewil],  and  to  ovirfe. 
That  he  na  wit  hes  thame  to  gyd  ; 
In  geving  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

William   Dunbar. 


D'/cre/!:uv 
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Difcretioun  in  Takiftg. 

I. 

EFtlr  geving  I  fpelk  of  taking, 
Bot  littill  of  ony  gud  forfaiking  ; 
Sum  t;ikkis  our  littill  autoritic. 
And  fum  oure-mekle,  and  that  is  glaiking  ; 
In  taking  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

II. 

The  clerkis  takis  beneficis  with  brawlis, 

Sum  of  Sanfl  Peter,  and  fum  of  Sanft  Paulis  } 

Tak  he  the  rentis,  no  cair  hes  he, 

Suppois  the  divill  tak  all  thair  fawlis  j 

In  taking  fould  Difcretwun  be. 

III. 

Barronis  takis  fra  the  tennentis  peure, 
All  fruitt  that  growis  on  the  feure. 
In  mailis  and  gerfomes  raifit  ouir  he, 
And  garrls  thame  beg  fra  dure  to  dure ; 
In  taking  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

IV. 

Sum  takis  uthir  mennis  takkis. 
And  on  the  peure  oppreffioun  makkis. 
And  never  remembris  that  he  mon  die, 
Quhyl  that  the  gallowis  gar  him  rax  ; 
In  taking  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

V. 

Sum  takis  be  fie  and  be  land. 
And  nevir  fra  taking  hald  thair  hand, 
Quliill  he  be  tyit  up  to  ane  tre  ; 
And  fyn  thay  gar  him  underftand, 
lu  taking  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

E  2  Vi* 
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VI. 

Sum  wald  tak  all  his  nychbouris  geir  ; 
Had  he  of  man  als  llttUl  fair 
As  he  hes  dreid  that  God  him  fee. 
To  tak  than  fuld  he  nevir  forbeir  ; 
In  taking  fould  Difcretioim  be. 

VII . 

Sum  wald  tak  all  this  warld's  breiJ, 
And  yet  not  fatisfeit  of  thair  neid, 
Throw  hairt  unfatiable  and  gredie  ; 
Sum  -waid  tak  littill,  and  can  not  fpcid  ; 
la  taking  fould  Difcretioun  be. 

VIII. 

Grit  men  for  taking  and  oppreflioun 
Ar  fet  full  famous  at  the  feffioun, 
And  peur  takaris  are  hangit  hie, 
Schamit  for  evir,  and  thair  fucceffioun  ; 
In  taking  fould  Difcretioun  be. 


William  Dunbail, 


Ang 
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Atie  his  aivin  E)2ne7/i)\- 

I, 

HE  that  hes  gold  and  grit  richefsj 
And  may  be  into  myrrinefs, 
And  dois  gladnefs  fra  him  expell> 
And  levis  into  wretchitnefs, 
He  wirkis  forrow  to  him  felL 

II. 
He  that  may  be  but  fturt  oi'  ftryfe. 
And  leif  ane  lufty  plefand  lyfe, 
And  fyne  with  mariege  dois  him  mell. 
And  binds  him  with  ane  wicket  wyfe, 
He  wirkis  forrow  to  him  fell. 

III. 

He  that  hes  for  his  awin  genyie 
Ane  plefand  prop,  bot  mank  or  menyie, 
And  ihuttis  fyne  at  an  uncow  fchell. 
And  is  forfairn  with  the  fleis  of  Spenyie, 
He  v/irkii  forrow  to  him  fell. 

IV. 
xAnd  he  that  v/ith  gud  lyfe  and  trewtH, 
But  variance  or  uder  flewth, 
Dois  evir  mairwith  ane  maifter  dwell. 
That  nevir  of  him  will  haif  no  rewth, 
He  wirkis  forrow  to  him  fell, 

V. 

Now  all  this  tyme  let  us  be  mirry, 
And  let  nocht  by  this  warld  a  chirry; 
Now  quhyll  thair  is  gude  wyne  to  fell. 
He  that  dois  on  dry  breld  wirry, 
I  gif  him  to  the  dcvill  of  hell. 

William  Dunbar. 

E  3  Ne 
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No  Trejfour  'without  Glaidnes. 

I. 

BE  mirry,  man,  and  tak  nocht  far  in  mynd, 
The  watering  of  this  wrechit  warld  of  forrow. 
To  God  be  humill,  and  to  thy  freynd  be  kynd, 
And  with  thy  nychtbouris  glaidly  len  and  borrow  ; 
His  chance  to  nycht  it  may  be  thyne  to  morrow. 
Be  blyth  in  hairt  for  ony  aventure  ; 
For  oft  with  wyfure  it  hes  bene  faid  a  forrow. 
Without  glaidnes  awailis  no  treflbur. 

11. 

l\Iak  the  gud  cheir  of  it  that  God  the  fends. 
For  warld's  wrak  but  weilfair  nocht  awailis  ; 
Na  gude  is  thyne,  faif  only  bot  thow  fpendis, 
Remenant  all  thow  brukis  bot  Avith  bailis. 
Seik  to  folace  quhen  fadnes  the  aflailis. 
In  dolour  lang  thy  lyfe  ma  nocht  Indure ; 
(^halrfolr  of  confort  fet  up  all  thy  faylls. 
Without  glaidnes  awailis  no  treflbur. 

III. 
Follovv'  on  petie,  fie  truble  and  debaif. 
With  famous  iblkis  hald  thy  cumpany  ; 
V>t  charitabill  and  humyll  in  tliyne  eftait. 
For  wardly  honour  leftis  bot  a  cry  ; 
For  truble  in  erd  tak  no  mallancoly, 
Be  riche  in  patience,   gif  thow  in  guds  be  pure, 
Quha  levis  mirry  he  levis  michtcly  ; 
Without  glaidnes  awailis  no  treflbur. 

IV. 
Thow  feis  thir  wrechis  fett  with  forrow  and  cair, 
To  gaddir  g\idis  in  all  thair  lyvis  fpace  ; 
And  {jjahen  thair  baggis  ar  full  thuir  felfis  ar  bair. 
And  of  thair  riches  bot  the  keping  hes ; 

Quhcn 
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Quhill  uthiris  cum  to  fpend  it  that  hes  grace, 
Quilk  of  thy  winning  no  labour  had  nor  cure  : 
Tak  thow  example,  and  fpend  with  mirrines. 
Without  glaidnes  awailis  no  treflbur, 

V. 

Thoct  all  the  werk  that  evir  had  levand  wicht 
Wer  only  thyne,  no  moir  thy  pairt  dois  fall, 
Bot  meit,  drink,  clais,  and  of  the  laif  a  ficht, 
Yit  to  the  juge  thow  fall  gif  compt  of  all ; 
Ane  raknyng  rycht  cumis  of  ane  ragment  fmall  t 
Be  juft  and  joyius,  and  do  to  none  enjure, 
And  trewth  fall  mak  the  flrang  as  ony  wall  j 
Without  glaidnes  awailis  no  treflbur. 

William  Dunear. 
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Advice  to  fpend  atiis  a  win  Gudes^ 

I. 

MAN,  fen  thy  lyfe  is  ay  in  weir, 
And  deid  is  evir  drawand  neir. 
Thy  tyme  unficker  and  the  place, 
Thyne  awin  gude  fpeud  qukill  tiow  h.es  fpacc 

IT 

Gif  it  be  thyne,  thy  felf  it  ufis,. 

Gif  it  be  not,  the  it  refufis  ; 

Ane  uthir  of  the  profeit  hes  ; 

Thyne  awin  gude  fpend  quhill  thow  hes  fpace-. 

III. 
Thow  may  to  day  haif  gude  to  fpend, 
And  heflely  to  morne  fra  it  wend. 
And  leif  ane  uthir  thy  baggis  to  brais  ; 
Thyne  awin  gude  fpend  quhill  thow  hes  fpace; 

IV. 

Quhile  thou  hes  fpace,  fe  thou  difpone, 
That  for  thy  geir,  quhen  thou  art  gone, 
No  wicht  ane  uder  flay  or  chace  ; 
Thyne  awin  gude  fpend  quhill  thow  hes  fpace. 

V. 

Sum  all  his  dayis  dryvis  our  in  vane, 

Ay  gadderand  geir  with  forrow  and  pane. 

And  nevir  is  glaid  at  Yule  nor  Pais  ; 

Thyne  awin  gude  fpend  quhill  thow  lies  fpace. 

VI. 

Syne  cums  ane  uder  glaid  of  his  forrow, 
That  for  him  prayit  nowdir  evin  nor  morrow. 
And  fangis  it  all  with  mirrynais  ; 
Thyne  awin  gude  fpend  quhill  thow  hes  fpace. 

VII. 
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VII. 

Sum  grit  gud  gadderis,  and  ay  it  fpairs^^ 
And  efter  him  thair  cumis  yung  airis, 
That  his  nuld  thrift  fettis  on  an  ace  ; 
Thyne  awin  gude  fpend  quhill  thow  hes  fpacc, 

VIII. 

It  is  all  thyne  that  thou  heir  fpends, 

And  nocht  all  that  on  the  depends, 

Bot  his  to  fpend  it  that  hes  grace  ; 

Thyne  awin  gude  fpend  quhill  thow  hes  fpace. 

IX. 

Treft  nocht  ane  uther  will  do  the  to. 

It  that  thyfelf  wald  nevir  do ; 

For  gif  thou  dois,  ftrenge  is  thy  cace  ; 

Thyne  awin  gude  fpend  quhill  thow  hes  fpace^^ 

X. 

Luk  how  the  bairne  dois  to  the  muder. 

And  tak  example  be  nane  udder. 

That  it  nocht  eftir  be  thy  cace  ; 

Thyne  awin  gude  fpend  quhill  thow  hes  fpace. 

William  Dunbar. 
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Bejl  to  he  hlyth. 

I, 

FULL  oft  I  mufe,  and  hes  in  thocht. 
How  this  fals  warld  is  ay  on  flocht, 
Quhair  nothing  ferme  is  nor  degeft  ; 
And  quhen  I  haif  my  mynd  all  focht. 
For  to  be  blyth  me  think  it  bed. 

IL 

This  warld  evir  dois  flicht  and  wary» 
Fortoun  fa  faft  hir  quheill  dois  cary  ; 
Na  tyme  but  turne  can  tak  reft, 
For  quhois  falfe  change  fuld  none  be  fary  ; 
For  to  be  blyth  me  think  it  beft. 

IIL 

Wald  man  confiddir  in  mynd  rycht  weill,  ■ 
Or  fortoun  on  him  turn  her  quheill^ 
That  erdJy  honour  may  nocht  left. 
His  fall  lefs  panefull  he  fuld  feill  ; 
For  to  be  blyth  me  think  it  bell. 

IV. 
Quha  with  this  warld  dois  warfell  and  ftryfe. 
And  dois  his  dayis  in  dolour  dryfe, 
Thocht  he  in  lordfchip  be  pofleft, 
He  levis  bot  ane  wrechit  life  ; 
For  to  be  blyth  me  think  it  beft. 

V. 

Of  wardlis  gud  and  grit  richefs, 
Quhat  fruifl  hes  man  but  mirrinefs  ? 
Thocht  he  this  warld  had  eift  and  weft, 
All  wer  povertie  but  glaidnefs  ; 
For  to  be  blyth  me  think  it  beft. 

VI. 
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VI. 

<^ho  fiild  for  tynfall  drown  or  de, 
For  thyng  that  is  hot  vanitie  ; 
Sen  to  the  lyfe  that  ever  dois  left. 
Heir  is  bot  twynklyng  of  ane  ee  ; 
for  to  be  blyth  me  think  it  bcft. 

VII. 
Had  I  for  warld's  unkyndnefs 
In  hairt  tane  ony  havinefs, 
Or  fro  my  plefans  bene  oppreft, 
I  had  bene  deid  langfyne  dowtlefs  : 
For  to  be  blyth  me  think  it  beft. 

VIII. 

How  evir  this  warld  do  change  and  vary, 
Lat  us  in  hairt  nevir  moir  be  fary, 
Bot  evir  be  reddy  and  addreft. 
To  pafs  out  of  this  frawfuU  fary  ; 
For  to  be  blyth  me  think  it  beft. 

WiLLiAM  Dunbar, 


0/ 
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■r. 

Of  Dem'ing. 

I. 

HOW  fowld  I  rewill  me,  or  quhat  wyrs, 
I  wald  fum  wylfman  wald  dewyis  ; 
I  cannot  leif  iu  no  degre , 
But  fum  will  my  maneris  dilpyis  ; 
Lord  God  how  fall  I  goveme  me. 

II. 
Cife  I  be  galland,  lufly,  and  blyth. 
Than  will  thay  fay  on  me  full  fvvyth, 
That  out  of  mynd  yoae  man  is  hie, 
Or  fum  hes  done  him  confort  kyth  ; 
Lord  God  how  fall  I  gov  erne  me. 

III. 
Gife  I  be  forrowfull  and  fad. 
Than  will  thay  fay  that  I  am  mad, 
I  do  bot  drowp  as  I  wold  die  ; 
Thus  will  thay  fay  balth  man  and  lad  ; 
Lord  God  how  fall  I  goveme  me. 

IV. 

Gife  I  be  lufty  in  array. 
Than  luve  I  paramours  thay  fay, 
Or  in  my  hairt  is  prowd  and  hie. 
Or  ellis  I  half  it  fum  WTang  way  ; 
Lord  God  how  fail  I  governe  me. 

V. 

Gife  I  be  nocht  weill  als  befeme. 
Than  twa  and  twa  fayis  thame  betwene, 
That  evill  he  gydis  yone  man  trewlie, 
Lo  be  his  claithis  it  may  be  fene  ; 
Lord  God  how  fall  I  governe  me. 

VI. 
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VI. 
Gife  I  be  fene  in  court  ovlr  lang, 
Than  will  thay  murmour  thaime  amangj 
My  friendis  ar  not  worth  a  file, 
That  I  fa  lang  but  reward  gang ; 
Lord  God  how  fall  I  governe  me. 

VII. 
In  court  reward  than  purches  I, 
Than  haif  thay  malyce  and  invy, 
And  fecreitly  thay  on  me  lie, 
And  dois  me  hinder  prevely  ; 
Lord  God  how  fall  I  governe  me. 

VIII. 
I  wald  my  gyding  war  dewyfit ; 
Gif  I  fpend  littill  I  am  difpyfit, 
Gif  I  be  nobill,  gentill,  and  fre, 
A  prodigall  man  I  am  fo  pryfit ; 
Lord  God  how  fall  I  governe  me. 

IX. 

Now  juge  thay  me  baith  guid  and  ill, 
And  I  may  no  mans  tung  hald  ftill ; 
To  do  the  bed  my  mynd  fall  be, 
Latt  every  man  fay  quhat  he  will ; 
The,  gracious  God,  mot  governe  me. 

William  Dunbar, 


^/ 
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Of  T)£'inh:g, 

I. 

MUfing  allone  this  hinder  nicht, 
Of  mirry  day  quhen  gone  was  licht, 
Within  ane  garth  undir  a  tre, 
I  hard  ane  voce,  that  faid  on  hicht. 
May  na  man  now  undemit  be  : 

II. 

For  thocht  I  be  ane  crownit  king, 
Yit  fall  I  not  efchew  deming  ; 
Sum  callis  me  guid,  fum  fayis  I  lie. 
Sum  cravis  of  God  to  end  my  ring. 
So  fall  I  not  undemit  me. 

III. 
Be  I  ane  Lord,  and  not  lord-lyk, 
Than  every  pelour  and  purs-pyk 
Sayis,  Land  war  bettir  warit  on  me ; 
Thocht  he  dow  not  to  leid  a  lyk, 
Yit  can  he  not  lat  deming  be. 

IV. 

Be  1  ane  lady  frefche  and  fair. 
With  gentillmen  makand  repair, 
Than  will  thay  fay,  baith  fcho  and  he.. 
\\  am  diflionorit]    lait  and  air  ; 
Thus  fall  I  not  undemit  be. 

V. 

Be  I  ane  courtman,  or  ane  knycht, 
Honeftly  cled  that  cumis  me  richt, 
Ane  prydfuU  man  than  call  thay  me  : 
Bot  God  fend  thame  a  widdy  wicht, 
That  cannot  lat  fie  deming  be. 
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VI. 

Be  I  bot  littill  of  ftature, 

Thay  call  me  catyve  createure  ; 

And  be  I  grit  of  quantetie, 

Thay  call  me  monftrowis  of  nature  ; 

Thus  can  thay  not  lat  deming  be. 

VII. 
And  be  I  ornatin  my  fpeiche. 
Than  Toivjy  fayis,  I  am  fa  ftreich, 
I  fpeik  not  fyk  thair  hous  menyie  ; 
Suppois  her  mouth  mifters  a  leichCj 
Yit  can  fcho  not  lat  deming  be. 

vin. 

But  wifl;  thir  folkis  that  uthir  demis. 
How  that  thair  fawis  to  uthir  femis, 
Thair  vicious  wordis  and  vanitie, 
Thair  tratling  tungis  that  all  furth  temis. 
Sum  wald  lat  thair  deming  be. 

IX. 

Gude  James  the  Ferd,    our  nobill  king, 

Quhen  that  he  v/as  of  yeiris  ying, 

In  fentens  faid  full  fubtillie, 

Do  ifjeil,   and  feit  nocht  by  demyhigy. 

Fcr  710  man  fatl  undemit  he . 

X. 

And  fo  I  fall  with  Goddis  grace, 
Keip  his  command  into  that  cace, 
Befeiking  ay  the  Trinitie, 
In  hevin  that  I  may  haif  ane  place, 
For  thair  fall  no  man  demit  be. 

William  Dunbar, 
F  2  1 
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To  the  King, 

I. 

SCHIR,  yit  remembir  as  of  befoir. 
How  that  my  yowth  I  done  forlolr 
In  your  fervice  with  pane  and  greif, 
Gud  confciens  cryis,  reward  thairfoir  ; 
Excefs  of  thocht  dois  me  mifcheif. 

II. 
Your  clerkis  ar  fervit  all  about, 
And  I  do  lyk  ane  reid  halk  fchout. 
To  cum  to  lure  that  hes  no  leif, 
Quhair  my  plumyis  begynis  to  brek  out  j 
Exceis  of  thocht  dois  me  mifcheif. 

III. 

Forfeit  is  ay  the  falconis  kynd ; 
But  evir  the  mittane  is  hard  in  mynd. 
Of  quhome  the  gled  dois  prettikis  prelf, 
The  gentill  goifhalk  gois  unkynd  ; 
Excefs  of  thocht  dois  me  mifcheif, 

IV. 

The  pyet  with  hir  pretty  cot, 
Fenyeis  to  fing  the  nychtingalis  not  ; 
Bot  fcho  can  nevir  the  corchat  deit, 
For  harfhnes  of  hir  carlich  throt  ; 
Excefs  of  thocht  dois  me  mifcheif, 

V. 

Ay  farell  fadcris  hes  farreft  fowlis  ; 
Suppois  thay  haif  no  fang  bot  youlis. 
In  filver  caigis  thay  fit  at  cheif ; 
Kynd  natyve  ncfl  dois  clek  bot  owlis  ; 
Excefs  of  thocht  dois  mc  mifcheif. 


VI. 
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VI. 
O  gentill  eglll,  how  may  this  be. 
That  of  all  fowlis  dois  heeft  fle  ; 
Your  Jegis  quhy  will  ye  nocht  releif, 
And  chereis  eftir  thair  degre  ? 
Excefs  of  thocht  dois  me  mifcheif. 

VII. 

Quhen  fervit  is  all  udir  man, 
Gentill  and  femple  of  every  clan, 
Kyne  of  Rauf  Colyard,    and  Johne  the  relf, 
Nathing  I  get,  na  conqueft  than  ; 
Excefs  of  thocht  dois  me  mifcheifa 

VIII. 
Thocht  I  in  court  be  maid  refus. 
And  haif  few  vertewis  for  to  rus  ; 
Yet  am  I  cumin  of  Adame  and  Eif^ 
And  fane  wald  leif  as  udcris  dois  ; 
Excefs  of  thocht  dois  me  rnifclieif. 

IX. 

Or  I  fuld  leif  in  fic  mifchance, 
Gif  it  to  God  war  no  grevance,. 
To  be  a  pyk  thank  I  wald  preif, 
For  thay  on  warld  wantis  no  plefims  ; 
Excefa  of  thocht  dois  me  mifcheif. 

X. 

In  fum  parte  on  my  felf  I  plenye, 
Q^hen  udir  folkis  dois  flattir  and  fenye  ; 
AUace  !  I  can  bot  ballattis  breif, 
Sic  bairnheid  biddis  my  brydill  renye  j 
Excefs  of  thocht  dois  me  mifcheif.  . 

F  2  XI. 
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XI. 
I  grant  my  fervlce  is  bot  licht ; 
Thairfoir  of  mercy,  and  nocht  of  richt, 
I  aik  you,  Schir,  no  man  to  grelf ; 
Sum  medecyne  gifc  that  ye  micht ; 
Excefs  of  thocht  dois  me  mifchie£ 

XII. 

May  nane  remeid  my  melady 
Sa  Weill  as  ye,  Schir,  veraly  ; 
For  with  a  benefice  ye  may  preif. 
And  gif  I  mend  nocht  heftely  ; 
Excefs  of  thocht  dois  me  mifcheif, 

XIII. 
I  wes  In  yowth  on  nureis  kne, 
Dandely,  Bifchop,  dandeiy ; 
And  quhen  that  ege  now  dois  me  greif, 
Ane  femple  vicar  1  can  nocht  be  ; 
Excefs  of  thocht  dois  me  mifcheif. 

XIV. 
Jok  that  wes  wont  to  kelp  the  ftirkis. 
Can  now  draw  him  ane  cleik  of  kirkis> 
With  ane  fais  tant  into  his  fleif. 
Worth  all  my  ballattis  undir  the  birkis  j 
Excefs  of  thocht  dots  me  mifcheif. 

XV. 

Twa  curls  or  thre  hes  upolandis  Michell, 
With  dilpenfatiouns  bund  in  a  kuitchell  ; 
Thocht  he  fra  nolt  had  new  tane  leif. 
He  playis  with  iotiim,  and  I  with  nichell ; 
Excefs  of  thocht  dois  rae  mifcheif. 


XVI- 


C    67    ] 
xvr. 

How  fuld  I  leif  that  is  nocht  landit^ 
Nor  yit  with  benefice  am  I  blandit  ; 
I  fay  nocht,  Schir,  you  to  repreif, 
Bot  doutles  I  ga  rycht  neir  handit ; 
Excefs  of  thocht  dois  me  mifcheif. 

XVII. 
As  fauls  Is  heir  in  purgatory, 
Leving  in  pane  and  houp  of  glory  j 
Seand  myfelf  I  haif  belief, 
In  howp,  Schir,  of  your  adjutory  ; 
Excefs  of  thocht  dois  me  mifcheif* 
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To  the  King, 

I. 

SAnA  Salvatour  fend  filver  forrow  ; 
It  grevis  me  both  evin  and  morrow. 
Chafing  fra  me  all  cheritie  ; 
It  makis  me  all  blythnes  to  borrow  ^ 
My  panefull  purs  fo  priclis  me. 

II. 
Quhen  I  wald  blythlie  ballattis  breif, 
Langour  thairto  givis  me  no  leif ; 
War  nccht  gud  howp  my  hart  uphie. 
My  verry  corps  for  cair  wald  cleif  j 
My  panefull  purs  fo  priclis  me. 

III. 
Quhen  I  fett  me  to  fuig  or  dance. 
Or  go  to  plefand  paftance, 
Than  pavifing  of  penuritie 
Revis  that  fra  my  rememberance.  j 
My  panefull  purs  fo  priclis  me. 

IV. 
Quhen  men  that  hes  purfes  in  tone, 
Pafles  to  drynk  or  to  disjone. 
Than  mon  I  keip  ane  gravctie. 
And  fay  that  I  will  fad  quhill  none  ; 
My  panefull  purs  fo  priclis  mc. 

V. 

My  purs  is  maid  of  fie  ane  fkin, 
Thair  will  na  corfes  byd  it  within  y 
Strait  as  fra  the  feynd  thay  fle, 
Quha  evir  tyne,  quha  evir  win  ; 
My  panefull  pui-s  fo  priclis  me. 


VI. 
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VI. 

Flad  I  ane  man  of  ony  natioun, 
Culd  mak  on  it  ane  conjuratioun. 
To  gar  filver  ay  in  it  be, 
The  devill  fuld  haif  no  dominatiouR 
With  pyne  to  gar  it  prickill  me. 

VII. 

T  haif  inquyrit  in  mony  a  place, 
For  help  and  confort  in  this  cace. 
And  all  men  fayis,  my  Lord,  that  ye 
Can  beft  remeid  for  this  malice, 
That  with  fie  panis  prickUls  me. 


William  Dunbar* 


Nans 
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None  may  ajfure  in  this  IVarld. 

I. 

OUhome  to  fall  I  complene  my  wo, 
And  kyth  my  cairis  on  or  mo  ; 
I  knaw  nocht  amang  rich^  nor  pure, 
<!^ha  is  my  freind,  quha  is  my  To  ; 
For  in  this  warld  may  none  airure, 

II. 

Loi'd,  how  fall  I  my  dayis  difpone. 
For  lang  fervice  rewarde  is  none  ; 
And  fchort  my  lyfe  may  heir  indure  ; 
And  loflit  is  my  tyme  bygone  ; 
Into  this  warld  ma  none  affure. 

III. 
Oft  Falfett  rydls  with  ane  rout, 
Quhen  Treiith  gois  on  his  fute  about. 
And  lak  of  fpending  dois  him  fpur, 
Thus  quhat  to  do  I  am  in  dout ; 
Into  this  warld  ma  none  aflure, 

IV. 

Nane  heir  bot  richemen  hes  renoun. 
And  bot  puremen  ar  pluckit  down  ; 
And  nane  bot  juft  men  tholis  injure, 
Sa  wit  is  blindit  and  rellbun  ; 
Into  this  warld  ma  none  allure. 

V. 

Vertew  the  court  lies  done  difpyis^ 
Ane  rebald  to  i-enoun  dois  ryis. 
And  cairlis  of  nobills  hes  the  cure. 
And  bumbards  bruks  the  benefyis  ; 
Into  this  warld  ma  none  affure. 


VI. 
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VI. 

All  gentrice  and  nobilitie 

At  paffit  out  of  he  degre  ; 

On  fredome  is  laid  forfaltour  ; 

In  princis  is  thair  no  pety  ; 

For  in  this  warld  ma  none  afTure, 

VII. 

Is  none  fo  armit  into  plait, 
That  can  fra  truble  him  debalt ; 
May  no  man  lang  in  welth  indure, 
For  wo  that  evir  lyis  at  the  wait ; 
Into  this  warld  ma  none  afiure. 

VIII. 

Flattery  weiris  ane  furrit  goun, 
And  Falfett  with  the  lord  dois  roun  ; 
And  Treuth  ftands  barrit  at  the  dure. 
And  exulit  is  of  the  toun  ; 
Into  this  warld  ma  none  afiure. 

IX. 

Fra  everllk  mouth  fair  wirds  proceidis. 
In  every  hairt  difceptioun  breids  ; 
Fra  every  all  gois  luke  demure, 
Bot  fra  the  handis  gois  few  gud  deids  ; 
Into  tJiis  warld  ma  none  afllire. 

X. 

Toungis  now  ar  maid  of  quhytc  quhaill  bone, 
And  hairtis  are  maid  of  hard  flynt  ftone  ; 
And  ene  of  amiable  blyth  afure, 
And  hands  of  adamant  laith  to  difpone  ; 
Jnto  tliis  warld  ma  none  afiure. 


XL 


i:  72  ] 

XI. 

Yit  hairt,  with  hand  and  body,  all 
Mon  anfwer  deth  quhen  he  dois  call, 
To  compt  befoir  the  juge  future  ; 
Sen  all  ar  deid,  or  than  de  fall, 
Quha  fuld  into  this  warld  affure  ? 

XII. 
Nothing  bot  deth  this  fchortly  cravis, 
Quhair  fortoun  evir  us  fo  dilfavis. 
With  freyndljr  fmylinge  of  ane  hure, 
Quhais  fals  behechtis  as  wind  hym  wavisj 
Into  this  warld  ma  none  aflure. 

XIII. 
O  quha  fall  weild  the  wrang  pofleffioun, 
Or  the  gold  gatherit  WMth  oppreffioun, 
Quhen  the  angell  blawis  his  bugill  fture  ! 
Quilk  unreftorit  helpis  no  confeffioun  ; 
Into  this  warld  ma  none  aflure. 

XIV. 
QuTiat  help  is  thair  in  lordfchippis  fevin, 
Quhen  na  hous  is  bot  hell  and  hevin, 
Palice  of  licht,    or  pitt  obfcure, 
Quhair  youlis  are  hard  with  horreble  ftevin  ; 
Into  this  warld  ma  none  afllire. 

XV. 

Ubi  ar  denies  anbyix. 

Semper  dice/itesy  Ve  !  Ve  !  Ve  ! 

Sail  cry,  Al'ace  that  women  thamc  bare  ! 

0  quatit^r  funt  tjl.t  tenehra  ! 

Into  this  warld  ma  none  aiTure. 

XVI. 
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XVI. 

Than  quho  fall  wirk  for  warld's  wrak, 
Quhen  flude  and  fyre  fall  our  it  frak. 
And  frely  fruftir  feiid  and  fure, 
With  tempeft  kene  and  hiddous  crak  ; 
Into  this  warld  ma  none  affure. 

XVII. 

Lord,  fen  in  tyme  fo  fone  to  cum, 
De  terra  furre^urus  fuvi. 
Reward  me  with  none  erdly  cure, 
Tu  regtim  da.  tjnperium  ; 
Into  this  warld  ma  none  afiure. 

V^''iLLiAM  Dunbar, 


G  Lxmfni 
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Lament  for  the  Deth  of  the  I\Iakkarir. 

I. 

I  That  in  heill  wes  and  glaldnefs. 
Am  trublit  now  with  grit  feikneis. 
And  feblit  with  infirmitie  ; 
Timor  mortis  conturhat  7ne. 

II. 

Our  plefans  heir  is  all  vane  glory, 
This  falfe  warld  is  hot  tranfitory, 
The  flefche  is  bruckle,  the  feynd  is  fle  ', 
Timor  mortis  coJiturhat  me. 

in. 

The  ftait  of  man  dois  chalnge  and  vary, 
Now  found,  now  feik,  nov/  blyth,    now  farv 
Now  danfand  mirry,  now  lyk  to  die  ; 
Timor  viortis  ecvturhat  7nc. 

IV. 
No  ftait  in  erd  heir  ftandis  ficker ; 
As  with  the  wind  wavis  the  wicker. 
So  waivis  this  warlds  vanitie  ; 
Timor  7nori!s  conturhat  me, 

V. 

Unto  the  deth  gois  all  eftaitis, 
Princis,  prelattis,  andpoteftaitis, 
J3ayth  riche  and  puire  of  all  degre  ; 
Timor  mortis  conturhat  vie. 

VI. 

He  talkis  the  knychtis  into  the  feild. 
Enarmit  undir  helmc  and  fchcild, 
Viclor  he  is  at  all  mellie ; 
Timor  viortis  conturhat  mc. 
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VII. 

That  ftrang  unvynfable  tirrand 
Taks  on  the  muderis  breift  fowkand 
The  bab,  full  of  benignitie  ; 
Timer  mortis  conturbat  7?ie. 

viir. 

He  talkis  the  campioun  in  the  ftoury 
The  captane  clofit  in  the  tour. 
The  lady  in  bour  full  of  bewtie  ; 
Timor  mortis  conturbat  77ie, 

IX. 

He  fpairis  no  lord  for  his  pufiens. 

Nor  clerk  for  his  intelligens ; 

His  awfull  ftraik  may  no  man  fle  ;. 

Timor  mortis  conturbat  me^ 

X. 

Art  magicianis  and  aftrologis, 
Rethoris,  logitianis,  theologis, 
Thame  helpis  no  conclufionis  fle  ; 
Timor  mortis  conturbat  me. 

XL 

In  madecyne  the  mod  praclltianis, 
Leichis,  furrigianis,  and  phefitianis, 
Thame  felf  fra  deth  ma  not  fupple  j 
Timor  7nortis  conturbat  me. 

XII. 

I  fee  the  Makkaris  amangis  the  laif 

Play  is  heir  thair  padyanis,  fyne  goijs  to  gralC 

Spairit  is  nocht  thair  facultie  ; 

Timor  mortis  conturbat  me, 

G  2  XIII. 
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XIII. 
He  hes  done  petouflie  devoir. 
The  Noble  Chawfer  of  Makars  flowlr, 
The  monk  of  Berry,  and  Gowyr,  all  tin  e  ; 
Timor  vior.is  conturhat  me. 

XIV. 
The  gude  Schir  Hcav  of  Eglintoun, 
Etrik,  Heriot,  and  Wlntoun, 
Be  hes  tane  out  of  this  cuntrie  ; 
Timor  mortis  conturhat  me, 

XV. 

That  fcorpioun  fell  hes  done  infek 
Maifter  Johue  Clerk,  and  James  Afflek, 
Fra  bailat  makking  and  tragedy  j 
Timor  mortis  conturhat  me. 

XVI. 
Holland  and  Barbour  he  has  berevlt  j 
Allace  !   that  he  nocht  with  us  levit 
Sir  Mungo  Lockhart  of  the  Lie  ; 
Timor  mortis  conturhat  vie» 

XVII. 

Clerk  of  Tranent  eik  he  hes  tane, 
That  made  the  av enters  of  Sir  Gawane, 
Sir  Gilbert  Gray  endit  hes  he  ; 
Titfior  jiwrtii  conturhat  me, 

XVIII. 
He  hes  Blind  Hary  and  Sandy  Traill 
Slane  with  his  fchot  of  mortall  haill, 
Quhilk  Patrick  Johnftoun  mycht  nocht  He  ; 
Timor  mortis  coniurhat  me.. 


XIX. 
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XIX. 

He  hes  reft  Merfar  his  indyte, 
That  did  in  luve  fo  lyfly  wryte, 
So  fchort,  fo  quick,  of  fentens  hie  ; 
Tit/ior  vtortis  conturbat  me, 

XX. 

He  hes  tane  Rowll  of  Abirdene, 
And  gentiil  Rowll  of  Corftorphyne  ; 
Twa  bettir  fallowis  did  no  man  fie  ; 
Timor  mortis  conturbat  7/ie. 

XXI. 

In  Dumfermling  he  hes  tane  Broun, 
With  gude  Mr  Robert  Menryfoun, 
Sir  Johne  the  Rofs  imbraii^  hes  he  ;. 
Timor  mortis  conturbat  me. 

XXII. 

And  he  hes  now  tane,  laft  of  aw, 
The  gentiil  Stobo  and  Quintene  Schaw, 
Of  quhome  all  wichtis  hes  pitie  ; 
Timor  mortis  conturbat  me. 

XXIII. 
And  Mr  Walter  Kennedy, 
In  poyntt  of  deth  lyis  vcrcly, 
Grit  rewth  it  wer  that  fo  fuld  be  j- 
Timor  mortis  conturbat  me, 

XXIV. 
Sen  he  hes  all  my  brethren  tane, 
Kc  will  nocht  let  .ne  lelf  alane. 
On  tors  I  mon  his  nixt  pray  be  ; 

Timor  mortis  conturbat  mc. 

G  3  XXV 
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XXV. 
Sen  for  ihe  deth  remeid  is  non,. 
Bed  is  that  we  for  deth  difpone, 
Aftlr  our  deth  that  leif  may  we  ; 
Timor  mortis  conturhat  7nt. 


William  Dunbar. 
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Of  Luve  erdly  and  divine^ 

I. 

NOW  ciilit  is  Dame  Venus  brand  ; 
Trew  luvis  fyre  is  ay  kindilland. 
And  I  begyn  to  underftand. 
In  feynit  luve  quhac  foly  bene  ; 
Now  cumis  aige  quhair  yowth  hes  bene. 
And  trew  luve  ryfis  fro  the  fplene. 

IT. 

Quhill  Venus  fyre  be  deld  and  cauldj 
Trew  luvis  fyre  nevir  burnis  bauid  • 
Sa  as  the  ta  lufe  vaxis  auld. 
The  tothir  dois  incres  moir  kene  ; 
Now  cumis  aige  quhair  yowth  hes  bene. 
And  trew  luve  ryfis  fro  the  fplene. 

III. 

No  man  hes  curege  for  to  wryte, 
Quhat  p'efans  is  in  lufe  perfyte, 
That  hes  in  fenyeit  lute  delyt, 
Thair  kyndneb  is  fo  contrair  clene  ; 
Now  cumis  aige  quhair  yowih  hes  bene, 
And  trew  luve  ryfis  fro  the  iplene. 

IV. 

Full  Weill  is  him  that  may  imprent. 
Or  onywayis  his  hairt  cfmfent, 
To  turne  to  trew  luve  his  intent, 
And  ftill  the  quarrell  to  fufteine  ; 
Now  cumis  aige  cpihair  ymvth  hes  bene, 
And  trew  luve  ryfis  fro  the  fplene. 


V. 
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V. 

I  half  experience  by  my  fell ; 

In  luvis  court  anis  did  I  dwell, 

Bot  quhair  I  of  a  joy  cowth  tell, 

I  culd  of  truble  tell  fyftene  ; 

Now  cumis  aige  quhair  yowth  lies  bene. 

And  trew  luve  ryfis  fro  the  fplene. 

VI. 

Befoir  quhair  that  I  wes  in  dreid, 
Now  haif  I  confort  for  to  fpeid, 
Quhair  I  had  maugre  to  my  meid, 
1  treft  rewaird  and  thanks  betwene  ; 
Now  cumis  aige  quhair  yowth  hes  bene; 
And  trew  luve  ryfis  fi-o  the  fplene. 

VII. 

Quhair  lufe  wes  wont  me  to  difpleis, 
Now  find  I  in  to  lufe  grit  eis  ; 
Quhair  I  had  denger  and  difeis, 
My  breift  all  confort  dois  contene  ; 
Now  cumis  aige  quhair  yowth  hes  bene. 
And  trew  luve  ryfis  fro  the  fplene. 

VIII. 
Quhair  I  wes  hurt  with  jelofy, 
And  wald  no  luvcr  wer  bot  I ; 
Now  quhair  I  lufe  I  wald  all  wy, 
Als  Weill  as  I  luvit  I  wene  ; 
Now  cumis  aige  quhair  yowth  hes  bene, 
And  trew  luve  ryfis  fro  the  fplene. 

IX. 

Befoir  quhair  I  durft  nocht  for  fchame 
My  lufe  defcrive,  nor  tell  hir  name  ; 
Now  think  I  wirfchep  wcr  and  fame. 


To 
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To  all  the  warld  that  It  war  fene  ; 
Now  cumis  aige  quhair  yowth  hes  bene, 
And  trew  luve  ryfis  fro  the  fplene. 

X. 

Befoir  no  Avicht  I  did  complene. 

So  did  her  denger  me  derene  ; 

And  now  I  fett  nocht  by  a  bene, 

Hir  bewty  nor  hir  twa  lair  ene  ; 

Now  cumis  aige  quhair  yowth  hes  bene. 

And  trew  luve  ryfis  fro  the  fplene. 

XI. 

I  haif  a  luve  farar  of  face, 

Qnhome  in  no  denger  may  haif  place, 

Quhilk  will  me  guerdoun  gif  and  grace. 

And  mercy  ay  quhen  I  me  mene  ; 

Now  cumis  aige  quhair  yowth  hes  bene. 

And  trew  luve  rylis  fro  tlie  fplene. 

XII. 
Unquyt  I  do  no  thing  nor  fane. 
Nor  wairis  a  luvis  thocht  in  vane  ; 
I  fal  be  als  weill  luvit  agane, 
Thair  may  no  jangler  me  prevene  ; 
Now  cumis  aige  quhair  yowth  hes  bene, 
And  trew  luve  ryfis  fro  the  fplene. 

XIII. 
So  riche,  fo  rewthfull,  and  difcreit, 
Ane  lufe  fo  fare,  fo  gud,  fo  fueit, 
And  .for  the  kynd  of  man  fo  meit, 
Nevir  moir  fal  be,  nor  yit  hes  bene  ; 
Now  cumis  aige  quhair  yowth  hes  bene, 
And  trew  luve  rj'fis  fro  the  fplene. 
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XIV. 
Is  none  fa  trew  a  luve  as  he, 
That  for  trew  lufe  of  us  did  de  ; 
He  fuld  be  luffit  agane,  think  me. 
That  wald  fa  fane  our  luve  obtene  ; 
Now  cumis  aige  quhair  yowth  hes  bene. 
And  trew  luve  ryfis  fro  the  fplene. 

XV. 

Is  none  but  grace  of  God  I  wis. 

That  can  in  yowth  confiddir  this. 

This  fals  diifavand  warlds  blis. 

So  gydis  man  in  flouris  grene  ; 

Now  cumis  aige  quhair  yowth  hes  bene, 

And  trew  luve  ryfis  fi-o  the  fplene. 

William  Dunbar^ 


0/ 
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Qf  the  Natlvltie  of  Chryjlc. 

I. 

R    Orate  exit  defuper, 
Hevins  diftiJl  your  balmy  fchouris. 
For  now  is  riffin  the  brycht  day-fter, 
Fro  the  Rofe  Mary,  flour  of  flouris  : 
The  cleir  Sone,  quhome  no  clud  devouris, 
Surmunting  Phebus  in  the  eft. 
Is  cum  [out]  of  his  hevinly  touris  j 
Et  7iobis  puer  natus  eji . 

II. 

Archangellls,  angeliis,  and  dompnationis, 
Ti'onis,  poteftatis,  and  marteiris  feir. 
And  all  ye  hevinly  operationis, 
Ster,  planeit,  firmament,  and  fpeir, 
Fyre,  erd,  air,  and  wattir  cleir. 
To  him  gife  loving,   moft  and  left, 
That  come  into  fo  meik  maneir, 
Et  nobis  puer  nattu  eJi. 

III. 
Synnaris  be  glaid,  and  pennance  do, 
And  thank  your  Makar  hairtfully  ; 
For  he,  that  ye  mycht  nocht  cum  to, 
To  yow  is  cumin  full  humily. 
Your  faulis  v>ith  his  bind  to  by, 
And  lous  yow  of  the  feindis  arreft, 
And  only  of  his  awin  mercy  ; 
Pre  nobis  puer  natus  eJi. 

IV. 

All  clergy  do  to  him  inclyne. 
And  bow  unto  that  baine  benyng, 
AnA  do  your  obfervaace  devyne. 
To  him  that  is  of  kingis  King ; 

Enfeoce 
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Enfence  his  altar  reid,  and  fing 
In  haly  kirk,  with  mynd  degeft. 
Him  honouring  attour  all  thing, 
^li  fiobis  puer  r.atus  eji. 

V. 

Celeftiall  fowlis  in  the  are, 

Sing  with  your  iiotcis  upoun  hicht ; 

In  fir'Jiis  \nd  in  torreitis  iair 

Be  myrthtuil  now,  at  all  your  mycht. 

For  pallit  is  your  dully  nycht ; 

Aurora  hes  the  cluddis  perft, 

The  fon  is  riffin  with  glaidlum  lycht, 

Et  nobis  puer  tiatus  eji. 

VI. 

Now  fpring  up  flouris  fra  the  ratCj 
Revert  yow  upwart  naturaly, 
In  honour  of  the  bliflit  frate, 
That  rais  up  fro  the  Rofe  Mary  ; 
Lay  out  your  levis  luftely. 
Fro  deid  tak  lyfe  now  at  the  left. 
In  wirfchip  of  that  Prince  wirthy, 
^//  7ioh'u  puer  natus  ejj. 

VII. 

Syng  hevin  imperiall  moft  of  hicht. 

Regions  of  air  mak  armony. 

All  fifche  in  flud  and  foull  of  flicht. 

Be  myrthfull  and  mak  melody  ; 

All  gloria  ii:  exceljij  cry, 

Hevin,  erd,  ft-,  man,  bird,  and  beft, 

He  that  is  crownit  abone  the  fky, 

Pro  nobis  puer  natus  ejf. 


WitLiAM  Dunbar. 
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9/  the  RefurreSlisn  of  Chryjie^ 

I. 

DOne  is  a  battell  on  the  dragon  bkk. 
Our  campioun  Chryll  confoundit  hes  his  forcSs 
The  yettis  of  hell  ar  brokin  with  a  crak, 
The..rigne  triumphall  rafit  is  of  the  croce; 
The  divillis  trymmillis  with  hlddous  voce, 
The  faulis  ar  boiTowit,  and  to  the  biifs  can  go^ 
Chryft  with  his  blud  our  ranfoms  dois  indoce  ; 
Surrexit  Dominus  de  fepulchro^ 

II. 

Dungin  is  the  dei  Jly  dragon  Lucifer  ; 
The  crewall  ferpent  with  the  mortall  ftang. 
The  auld  kene  tegir  with  his  teith  on  char, 
Quhilk  in  a  wait  hes  lyne  for  us  fo  king. 
Thinking  to  grip  us  in  his  clowis  ftrang, 
The  mercifull  Lord  wald  nocht  that  it  wer  fo. 
He  maid  him  for  to  felye  of  that  fang  ; 
Surrexit  Dom'uius  de  fcpulchro, 

III. 

He  for  our  faik  that  fufferit  to  be  flane, 
And  lyk  a  lamb  in  facrifice  wes  dicht. 
Is  lyk  a  iyone  riffin  up  agane, 
And  as  [a]  gyane  raxit  him  on  hicht ; 
Springin  is  Aurora  radius  and  briclit. 
On  loft  is  gone  the  glorius  Appolld, 
The  blisfuU  day  departit  fro  the  nycht-j 
Surrexit  Dominus  de  fepulchfo. 

IV. 

The  grit  vicftour  agane  is  riffin  on  hicht, 
That  for  our  querrell  to  the  deth  wes  v/oundit ; 
The  fone  that  vox  all  paill  now  fchynis  bricht. 
And  dirknes  clcrit,  our  fayth  is  nowrefoundit : 

H  TIx 
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•T'he  knell  of  mercy  fra  the  hevin  Is  foundit, 
The  Criflins  ar  deliverit  of  thair  wo, 
The  Jewis  and  thair  errour  ar  confoundit ; 
SurrexJt  Do??iinus  de  fepulchre. 

V. 

The  fo  is  chafit,  the  battel!  is  done  eels, 

The  prefone  brokin,  the  jevellours  fleit  and  flemit ; 

The  weir  is  gon,  confermit  is  the  peis, 

The  fetteris  lowfit,  and  the  dungeoun  temit, 

The  ranfoum  maid,  the  prefoneris  redemit  j 

The  feild  is  won,  ourcumin  is  the  fo, 

Difpulit  of  the  trefure  that  he  yemit  ; 

Surrexit  Dotninus  de  fepulckro. 

William  Dunbar. 


Erd!^ 
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Erdly  Joy  returnis  in  Pane, 

I. 

OF  Lentron  in  the  firft  mornyng, 
Airly  as  did  the  day  up  fpring. 
Thus  fang  ana  burd  with  voce  upplane. 
All  erdly  joy  returnis  in  pane. 

IL 

O  man  !  haif  mynd  that  thow  mon  pas. 
Remember  tliat  thow  art  bot  as. 
And  fall  in  as  return  agane  ; 
All  erdly  joy  returnis  in  pane. 

III. 
Half  mynd  that  eild  ay  followis  yowth, 
Deth  followis  lyfe  with  gaipand  mowth, 
Devoring  frudl  and  flowring  grane  j 
All  erdly  joy  returnis  in  pane. 

IV. 

Welth,  wardly  gloir,  and  riche  array^, 
Ar  all  bot  thornis  laid  in  thy  way, 
Ourcowerd  with  flouris  laid  in  ane  trane  ; 
All  erdly  joy  returnis  in  pane. 

V. 

Come  nevlr  yit  May  fo  frefche  and  grenc^ 
Bot  Januar  come  als  wod  and  kene; 
Wes  nevir  fic  drowth  bot  anis  come  rane  ; 
Ail  erdly  joy  returnis  in  pane. 

VI. 

Evirmair  unto  this  warlds  joy. 
As  nerreft  air  fucceeds  noy  ; 
Thairfoir  quhen  joy  ma  nocht  remane, 
His  verry  air  fucceedis  pane. 

H  2  VII. 
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VII. 
Heir  helth  returnis  in  feiknes, 
And  mirth  returnis  in  havines, 
Toun  in  deiert,  forreft  in  plane  ; 
All  erdly  joy  returnis  in  pane. 

VIII. 

Fredome  returnis  in  Avrechitnes, 
And  trewth  returnis  in  dowbilnes, 
With  fenycit  wirds  to  mak  men  fane  ; 
Ali  erdly  joy  returnis  in  pune. 

IX. 

Vef  tew  returnis  into  vyce. 
And  honour  into  avaryce. 
With  cuvatyce  is  confciens  flane  ; 
All  erdly  joy  returnis  in  pane. 

X. 

Sen  erdly  joy  abydis  nevir, 
Wirk  for  the  joy  that  leftis  evir. 
For  uder  joy  is  all  hot  vane  ; 
All  erdly  joy  returnis  in  pane. 

William  Dunbax. 
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7he  tiua  Ltivss  erdly  and  dcoyne. 

I. 

IN  May  as  that  Aurora  did  upfpring. 
With  criftall  ene  chafing  the  cJuddis  fable^ 
I  hard  a  Merle,   with  mlrry  notis,  fing 
A  fang  of  lufe,  with  voce  rycht  confortable, 
Agane  the  orienc  bjinls  amiable, 
Up  one  a  blisfull  brenche  of  lawryr  grene  : 
This  wes  hir  fcutens  fueit  and  delevftable, 
A  lufly  lyfe  in  Juves  fervice  bene. 

n. 

Undir  this  branch  ran  doun  a  revir  brich:^ 
Of  balmy  liquour,  criftallyne  of  hew, 
At^ane  the  hevinly  aifur  fkyis  licht ; 
Quhair  did,  upone  the  tothir  fyd,  perfew 
A  Nychtiiigale,    with  fuggurit  notis  new, 
Quhois  angell  fedderis  as  the  pacok  fchone  : 
This  wes  hir  fong,  and  of  a  fcntens  trew. 
All  luve  is  loft  boi  upone  God  allone., 

III. 
With  notis  glaid,  and  glorlus  armony, 
This  joyful!  Merle  fo  fulufl,  fcho  the  day, 
Quhill  rong  the  widdis  of  hir  melody, 
Saying,  Awalk  ye  luvaris  o  this  May  ; 
Lo  frefch  Flora  hes  flureft  every  fpray, 
As  natur  hes  hir  taucht,   the  noble  <!^cne. 
The  feild  bene  clolhit  in  a  new  array, 
A  lufty  lyfc  in  luvis  service  bene. 

IV. 
Nevir  fiioctar  noys  wes  hard  with  levand  ma:i 
Ka  "r-     ■    -his  rhirry  gentill  NychtingaiJJ, 
Hir  i  ^vent  with  the  rever  as  it  ran 

(..'.;  ;he  frefche  and  flurcift  lufly  valil  : 

H  3  '  O. 
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O  Merle,  quoth  fcho,  O  fule,  ftynt  of  thy  tail!. 
For  in  thy  fong  gud  lentens  is  thair  none. 
For  boich  is  tynt,  the  tyme  and  the  travaill. 
Of  every  luve  bot  upone  God  allone. 

V. 

Seis,  quoth  the  Merle,  thy  preching,  Nychtingale : 

Sail  folk  thair  yowth  fpend  in  to  holines  ? 

Of  yung  fanflis  growis  auld  feyndis  but  [faill]  : 

Fy,  ypocreit,  in  yeiris  tendirnes, 

Agane  the  law  of  kynd  thow  gois  expres, 

That  crukit  aige  makis  on  with  yowth  ferene, 

Quhome  natur  of  conditionis  maid  dyvers  : 

A  lufty  lyfe  in  luves  fervice  bene. 

VI. 

The  Nychtingall  faid,  Fule,  remember  the, 
That  both  in  yowth  and  eild,   and  every  hour. 
The  luve  of  God  moft  deir  to  man  fuld  be  : 
That  him,  of  nochr,  wrocht  lyk  his  awin  figour, 
And  deit  himfelf  fro  deid  him  to  fuccour : 
O  quhither  wes  kythit  thair  trew  lufe  or  none  ? 
He  is  moft  trew  and  fteidfaft  paramour  ; 
All  luve  is  loft  bot  upone  him  allone, 

VII. 

The  Merle  faid,  Quhy  put  God  fo  grit  bewtc 
In  ladeis,   with  fic  womanly  having, 
Bot  gife  he  wald  that  thay  fuld  luvit  be  ? 
To  hn-e  eik  natur  gaif  thame  inclynyng  ; 
And  he  of  natur  that  wirker  wes  and  king, 
Wald  no  thing  fruftir  put,  nor  lat  be  fene, 
In  to  his  creature  of  his  awin  making  : 
A  lufty  lyfe  in  laves  fervice  bene. 

VKI. 
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VIII. 
The  Nychtingall  faid,  Nocht  to  that  behufe 
Put  God  fic  bewty  in  a  ladeis  face. 
That  fcho  fuld  half  the  thank  thairfoir,  or  lufe;, 
Bot  he  the  wirker,  that  put  in  hir  fic  grace  : 
Of  bewty,   bontie,  riches,  tyme,  or  fpace. 
And  every  gudnes  that  bene  to  cum  or  gone. 
The  thank  redounds  to  him  in  every  place  5, 
All  luve  is  loft  bot  upone  God  allone. 

IX. 
G  Nychtingall,  it  wer  a  ftory  nyce 
That  luve  fuld  nocht  depend  on  cherite  :. 
And  gife  that  vertew  contrair  be  to  vyce,. 
Than  lufc  mon  be  a  vertew,  as  thinkis  me  ; 
For  ay  to  lufe  invy  mone  contrair  be  : 
God  bad  eik  lufe  thy  nychtbour  fro  the  fplene. 
And  quho  than  ladeis  fuetar  nychtbours  be  ? 
Alufty  lyfe  in  luves  fervice  bene. 

X. 

The  nychtingall  faid,  Bird,  quhy  dois  thow  raif? 
Man  may  tak  in  his  lady  fic  delyt. 
Him  to  forget  that  hir  fic  vertew  gaif, 
And  for  his  hevin  raifuif  hir  cullour  quhyt : 
Hir  goldin  treflk  hairis  redomyt, 
Lyk  to  Apollois  bemis  thocht  thay  fchone, 
Suld  nocht  him  blind  fro  lufe  that  is  perfyt ; 
All  lufe  is  loft  bot  upone  God  allone. 

XI. 

The  Merle  faid,  Lufe  is  cans  of  honour  ay, 
Luve  makis  cowardis  manheid  to  purchas, 
Luve  makis  knychtis  hardy  at  afiey, 
Luve  makis  wrechis  full  of  lergenes, 

Luve 
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Luve  makls  fuelr  folks  full  of  bifflnes, 
Luve  makis  fluggirds  frefche  and  weill  befene, 
Luve  changis  vyce  in  vertewis  nobilnes  ; 
A  lullylyfe  in  luves  fervice  bene. 

XII. 
The  Nychtingall  faid,  Trew  is  the  contrary ; 
Thefruftir  luve  it  blindis  men  fo  far. 
In  to  thair  mynds  it  makis  thame  to  vary  ; 
In  fals  vane  glory  thay  fo  drunkin  ar, 
Thair  wit  is  went,  of  wo  they  ar  nocht  war, 
Quhill  that  all  wirchip  away  be  fro  thame  gone. 
Fame,  gudds,  and  flrenth  :  quhairfoir  weill  fay  I  dar. 
All  luve  is  lofl  bot  upone  God  allone. 

XIII. 
Than  faid  the  Merle,  Myne  errour  I  confes  ; 
This  fruftir  luve  all  is  bot  vanite  ; 
Blind  ignorance  me  gaif  fic  hardines, 
To  argone  fo  agane  the  varite  : 
Quhairfoir  I  counfall  every  man,   that  he 
With  lufe  nocht  in  the  feindis  net  be  tone, 
Bot  luve  the  luve  that  did  for  his  lufe  de; 
All  lufe  is  loll  bot  upone  God  allone. 

XIV. 
Than  fang  thay  both  with  vocTs  lowd  and  cleir  : 
The  Merle  fang,  Man  lufe  God  that  hes  the  wrocht, 
The  Nychtingall  fang,  Man  lufe  the  Lord  moll  deir, 
That  the  and  all  this  warld  maid  of  nocht  ; 
The  Merle  faid,   Luve  him  that  thy  lufe  hes  focht, 
Fra  hevin  to  erd,  and  heir  tuk  flefche  and  bone  ; 
The  Nyditingall  fang.  And  with  his  deid  the  bocht : 
All  luve  is  loft  bot  upone  him  allone. 

XV. 


[    93    3 

XV. 

Thane  flaw  thir  birdis  our  the  bewls  fchene. 

Singing  of  lufe  amang  the  levis  fmall  ; 

Quhois  ythand  pleid  yit  maid  my  thochtis  grene, 

Bothe  fleping,  walking,  in  reft,  and  in  travail : 

Me  to  reconfort  moft  it  dois  awaill 

Agane  for  lufe,  quhen  lufe  I  can  find  none. 

To  think  how  fong  this  Merle  and  Nychtingaill, 

All  lufe  is  loft  bot  upone  God  allone. 

\ViLtiAr4  Dunbar, 
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The  Contemplatloun  of  Manis  Mortalities 

I. 

ME7nento  homo  quod  cinis  es ; 
Think,  man,  thow  art  bot  erd  and  as  % 
Lang  heir  to  dwell  na  thing  thow  pres, 
For  as  thow  come,  fo  fall  thow  pas, 
Lyk  as  ane  fchaddow  in  ane  glafs. 
Syne  glydis  all  thy  tyme  that  heir  is, 
Think,  thocht  thy  bodye  ware  of  bras, 
^lod  tu  in  cinerem  reverter  is. 

II. 

Worthye  He(5lor  and  Hercules, 
Fortys  Achill,  and  flrong  Sampfone, 
Alexander  of  grit  nobilnes, 
Aleik  David,    and  fair  Abfolone, 
Hes  playit  thair  pairtis,  and  all  are  gone. 
At  will  of  God,   that  all  thing  lleiris  ; 
Think,  man,  exceptioun  there  is  none> 
Sed  tu  in  cinerejn  reverteris. 

iir. 

Thocht  now  thow  be  maift  glaid  of  cheir^ 
Faireft  and  plefandeft  of  port. 
Yet  may  thow  be,  within  ane  yere, 
Ane  ugfum,   uglye  tramort ; 
And  fen  thow  knowis  thy  tyme  is  fchort, 
And  in  all  houre  thy  lyfe  in  weir  is. 
Think,    man,  amang  all  uthir  fport, 
^lod  tu  in  cinerem  reverteris. 

IV. 

Thy  luftye  bewte,  and  thy  youth. 
Sail  feid  as  dois  the  fomer  flouris, 
Syne  fall  the  fwallow  with  his  mouth 
The  dragone  death,  [[that  all  devouris.] 
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No  caftell  fail  the  kelp,  nor  tourls, 
Bot  he  fall  feik  the  with  thy  feiris  ; 
Thairfore  remember  at  all  hourls, 
^uod  iu  in  cinere?n  reverteris. 

V. 

Thocht  all  this  warld  thow  did  pofleid, 
Nocht  eftir  death  thow  fall  pofTes, 
Nor  with  the  tak,    but  thy  gud  deid, 
Quhen  thow  dois  fro  this  warld  the  dres  : 
So  fpeid  the,  man,  and  the  confes, 
With  humill  hart  and  fobir  teiris, 
And  fadlye  in  thy  hart  impres, 
^iod  tu  in  cinerem  reverteris^ 

VI. 

Thocht  thow  be  taklit  nevir  fo  fure, 
Thow  fall  in  deathis  port  arryve, 
Quhare  nocht  for  tempeft  may  Indure, 
Bot  ferfle  all  to  fpeiris  [dryve]  ; 
Thy  Ranfomer,  with  woundis  fyve, 
Mak  thy  plycht-anker,  and  thy  fteiris. 
To  hald  thy  faule  with  him  on  lyve, 
Gum  iu  in  cinerem  reverteris. 

WiLtlAM    DUNBA&. 


RcvjI 
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Renvl  of  anis  felf. 

I. 

TO  dwell  in  court,  my  freind,  gif  that  thow  lift, 
For  gift  of  fortoun  invy  thow  no  degre. 
Behold  and  heir,  and  lat  thy  tung  tak  reft, 
In  mekle  fpeice  is  part  of  vanitie  ; 
And  for  no  malyce  preis  the  nevir  to  lie, 
Als  trubill  nevir  thy  felf  foir  be  no  tyd, 
Uthiris  to  rewll,  that  will  not  rewlit  be  ; 
He  rewlis  weill,  that  weill  him  felf  can  gyd, 

II. 

Bewar  quhome  to  thy  counfale  thow  difcure, 

For  trewth  dwell  is  nocht  ay  for  that  trewthappeiris : 

Put  not  rhync  honour  into  aventeure, 

Ane  freind  may  be  thy  fo  as  fortoun  fteiris  ; 

In  cumpany  chois  honorable  feiris, 

And  fra  vyid  folkis  draw  the  far  on  fyd. 

The  Pfalme  fayis,  Cum  fanfto  fan^ius  erU  ; 

He  rewlis  weill,  that  weill  him  felf  can  gyd. 

III. 
Haif  patience  thocht  thow  no  lordfchip  pofTeid, 
For  hie  vertew  may  ftand  in  law  eltait ; 
Be  thow  content,  of  mair  thow  hes  no  neid. 
And  be  thow  nocht  defyre  fall  mak  debait  ; 
Evirmoir  till  deth  fay  to  the  than  chakmait, 
Thocht   all  war  thyne  this  warld  within  fo  wyd, 
Quha  can  refill  the  lerjient  of  difpyt  ? 
He  rewlis  weill,  that  weill  him  felf  can  gyd. 

IV. 

Fie  frome  the  fallowfchip  of  fic  as  are  defamit, 
And  fra  all  fals  tungis  fulfild  with  flattry, 
As  fra  all  fchrewis,  or  ell  is  thow  art  efchairait ; 
Sic  art  thow  callit,  as  is  thy  cumpany : 

Fie 
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Fie  perellus  talUis  foundit  of  invy, 
With  wilfull  men  fen  argown  thow  no  tyd, 
Quhome  no  refibune  may  feifs  nor  pacify  : 
He  rewlis  we  ill,  that  weiil  him  felf  can  gyd, 

V. 

And  be  thow  not  ane  roundar  in  the  nuke. 

For  gif  thow  be,  men  will  hald  che  fufpect ; 

Pe  nocht  in  countenance  ane  fcornar,  nor  by  lake,- 

Bot  dowt  ficlyk  fall  ftryk  the  in  the  neck  : 

Beware  alfo  to  counfal  or  correft 

Him  that  extold  hes  far  him  felf  in  pryd, 

Quhair  parrell  is  but  profFcit  or  elFed  ; 

He  rewlis  weill,  that  weill  him  felf  can  gyJ. 

VI. 

And  fen  thow  feyis  mouy  thingis  variand. 
With  all  thy  hart  treit  biffines  and  cure  ; 
Hald  God  thy  freind,  evir  ftabili  be  him  ftand. 
He  will  the  confort  in  all  mifaventeur; 
And  be  no  wayis  difpytfull  to  the  peure, 
Nor  to  no  man  to  wrang  at  ony  tyd  ; 
Quho  fo  dois,   this  ficker  I  yow  afTeure, 
He  rewlis  well,  that  fa  weill  him  can  gyd. 

William  Dunbar, 


RohcKt 


JiohcNJ  and  Makyne. 

I. 

Obene  fat  on  gud  grene  hill, 
Keipand  a  flok  of  fie, 
Mirry  Makyne  faid  him  till, 
Robene,  thow  rew  on  me  ; 
J  half  the  luvit  lowd  and  ftill, 

Thlr  yeiris  two  or  thre  ; 
My  dule  in  dern  bot  gif  thow  dill, 
Doutlefs  bot  dreid  I  de. 

II. 

Hobene  aiif\^-erit,  Be  the  rude, 

Na  thing  of  lufe  I  knaw, 
Bot  kcipis  my  fcheip  undir  yone  Avud, 

Lo  quhair  thay  raik  on  raw. 
■Quhat  lies  marrit  the  in  thy  mude, 

Makyne,  to  me  thow  fchaw  ; 
Or  quhat  is  luve,   or  to  be  hide  ? 

Faine  wald  I  leir  that  law. 

III. 

At  luvis  lair  gife  thow  will  leir, 

Tak  thair  ane  A,   B,  C  ; 
Ee  kynd,  courtas,  and  fair  of  feir, 

Wyfe,  hardy,  and  fie. 
Se  that  no  denger  do  the  deir, 

Quhat  dule  in  dern  thow  dre  ; 
Preifs  the  with  pane  at  all  poweir, 

Be  patient  and  previe. 

IV. 
Robene  anfwerlt  her  agane, 

i  wait  nocht  quhat  is  luve, 
Bot  I  haif  mervell  incertaine, 

■Quhat  makis  the  this  wanrufe  ; 


The 
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Tlie  wedJir  Is  fair,  and  I  am  fune. 

My  Icheip  gois  haill  aboif, 
And  we  walJ  play  us  in  this  pl.ine, 

Thay  wald  us  baytli  reproit". 

V. 
Robene,  tak  tent  unto  my  taiil. 

And  wirk  all  as  I  reid, 
And  thow  fall  halt'  my  hairt  all  haill, 

[Als  far  as  maid  cov^'th  ycid.1 
Sen  God  fendis  bate  for  bail!. 

And  for  murning  remeld, 
I  dernwith  the;  botgif  I  dall!,. 

Dowbtles  I  am  bot  d:id. 

VI. 
Makyne,  to  morne  this  ill:  a  tyJc, 

And  ye  will  meit  me  heir, 
Pcraventure  my  fcheip  ma  gang  befyd, 

Quhyil  we  haifiiggit  full  neir ; 
Bet  maugre  haif  I   and  I  byd, 

Fra  they  begin  to  fteir  ; 
Quhat  lyis  on  hairt  I  will  nocht  hyd  ;. 

Makyne,    than  mak  gud  cheir. 

VII. 

Robene,  thou  reivis  me  rolfs  and  reftj 

I  luvc  bot  the  allone, 
Makyne,  adew,   the  fone  gois  weft, 

The  day  is  neirhand  gone. 
Robene,  in  dule  I  am  fo  dreft. 

That  lufe  will  be  my  bone. 
Ga  lufe,  Makyne,  quhair  evir  thou  lift, 

For  leuian  I  lue  none. 

I   2.  Villi 
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vni. 

Robene,  I  ftand  In  fic  a  ftyle 

I  ficht,  and  that  full  fair, 
Makyne,  I  haif  bene  heir  this  quyle. 

At  hame  God  gif  I  wair. 
My  hinny,  Robene,  talk  ane  quhyle, 

Gif  thou  wilt  do  na  mair. 
Makyne,  fum  uthir  man  begyle. 

For  hamewart  I  will  fair. 

IX. 

Robene  on  his  wayis  went. 

As  licht  as  leif  of  tre  j 
Makyne  murnit  in  her  intent. 

And  trowd  him  nevir  to  fe. 
Robene  brayd  attour  the  bent  j 

Than  Makyne  cryit  on  hie, 
Now  ma  thow  fing,  for  I  am  fchent  I 

Quhat  alls  lufe  with  me  ? 

X. 

Makyne  went  hame  withouttin  fail], 

Full  werry  eftir  cowth  weip  : 
Than  Robene  in  a  fu!-fair  daill 

AfTemblit  all  his  fcheip. 
Be  that  fum  parte  of  Makyne's  ail 

Out- throw  his  hairt  cowd  creip  ; 
He  followit  hir  fall:  thair  till  affaill, 

And  till  her  tuke  gude  keep. 

XI. 

Abyd,  abyd,  thou  fair  Makyne, 

A  word  for  ony  thing  ; 
For  all  my  luve  it  fall  be  thyne, 

Withouttin  departing. 


All 
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All  haill !  thy  harte  for  till  haif  myne. 

Is  all  my  cuvating  ; 
My  fcheip  to  morn,  quhill  houris  nyne,. 

Will  neid  of  no  keping. 

XII. 
Robene,  thou  hes  hard  foung  and  fay, 

In  geftis  and  ftoreis  auld. 
The  man  that  ivill  not  qiihen  1  e  may^ 

Sail  haif  nocht  quhen  he  '•jjald, 
I  pray  to  Jcfu  every  day. 

Mot  eik  thair  cairis  cau!d. 
That  firfl:  preiffis  with  the  to  play, 

Be  firth,  forreft,  or  fowld, 

xiir. 

Makyne,   the  nicht  is  fofc  and  dry, 

The  wedder  is  warine  and  fair. 
And  the  grene  woud  rycht  neir  us  by 

To  walk  attour  all  quhair  : 
Thair  ma  na  janglour  us  efpy. 

That  is  to  lufe  contr.iir  ; 
Thairin,  Makyne,  bath  ye  and  I, 

Uufene  we  ma  repair. 

XIV. 
Robene,  that  warld  is  all  away, 

And  quyt  brocht  till  ane  end. 
And  nevir  again  thereto  perfay. 

Sail  it  be  as  thou  wend  ; 
For  of  my  pane  thou  uiaiue  it  play, 

And  all  in  vane  I  i'pend : 
As  thou  hcs  done,   ni  fall  I  f-iy, 

Murne  on,  I  think  tu  liicnd. . 

I  3  XV,. 
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XV. 

Makyne,  the  howp  of  all  my  heiir, 

My  hairt  on  the  is  fett. 
And  evir  mair  to  the  be  leill, 

Quhile  I  may  leif  but  lett ; 
Nevirto  faill,  as  utheris  falll, 

Quhat  grace  that  evir  I  gett. 
Robene,  with  the  I  will  not  deill  ; 

Adew,  for  thus  we  mett. 

XVI. 

Makyne  went  hame  blyth  anewche, 

Attoure  the  holtis  hair  ; 
Robene  murnit,  and  Makyne  lewche  ; 

Scho  fang,  he  fichit  fair  : 
And  fo  left  him,  bayth  wo  and  wrcuch, 

In  dolour  and  in  cair, 
Kepand  his  hird  under  a  huche, 

Amangis  the  holtis  hair. 

Robert    Henrysone, 


7ha 
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The  garment   of  glide    Ladyis* 

I. 

WAld  my  gud  lady  lufe  me  bed, 
And  wirk  after  my  will, 
I  fuld  ane  garment  gudlieft 
Gar  mak  hir  body  till. 

IL 

Of  he  honour  fuld  be  her  hud, 

Upoun  hir  heid  to  weir, 
Garneill:  with  governance  fo  gud, 

Na  demyng  fuld  hir  deir. 

III. 
Hir  fark  fuld  be  hir  body  nixt. 

Of  cheftetie  fo  quhyt. 
With  fchame  and  dreid  togidder  mixt. 

The  fame  fuld  be  perfyt. 

IV. 
Hir  kirtill  fuld  be  of  clene  conllancc, 

Lafit  with  lefura  lufe. 
The  mailyeis  of  continwance 

For  nevir  to  rcmufe. 

V. 

Her  gown  fuld  be  of  gudlinefs, 
Weill  ribband  with  renowne, 

Purfillit  with  plefoiir  in  ilk  place, 
Furrlt  with  fyne  faflbun. 

VI. 
Hir  belt  fuld  be  of  benignitie, 

About  hir  middill  meit ; 
Hir  mantill  of  humilitie. 

To  thoU  bayth  wind  and  welt, 


VII, 
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VII. 

HIr  hat  fuld  be  of  fair  having,. 

And  hir  tepat  of  trewth, 
Hir  parelet  of  glide  panfing, 

Hir  hals-ribbane  of  rewth. , 

VIII. 

Hir  flevis  fuld  be  of  efperance> 

To  keip  hir  fra  difpair  ; 
Hir  gluvis  of  the  gud  govirnance. 

To  hyd  hir  fyngearis  fair. 

IX. 

Hir  fchone  fuld  be  of  fickernes, 

In  fyne  that  fcho  nocht  flyd  ; 
Hir  hois  of  honeftie,  I  ges, 

I  fuld  for  hir  provyd. 

X. 

Wald  fcho  put  on  this  garmond  gay, 

I  durft  fweir  be  my  feill. 
That  fcho  woir  nevir  grene  nor  gray 

That  fet  hir  half  fo  weill. 

Robert   Henrysone, 


n^ 
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The  Ahhay  IValk. 

I. 

ALloue  as  I  went  up  and  doua 
In  ane  abbay  was  fair  to  fe, 
Thinkand  quhat  confolatioun 
Was  beft  into  adverfitie; 
On  caifs  I  keft  on  fyd  myne  ee. 
And  fawthis  writtin  upoun  a  wall, 
Off  quhat  eftait,  man,  that  thow  be. 
Obey,  and  thank  ihy  God  of  all. 

II. 

Thy  kindome  and  thy  grit  empyre. 
Thy  ryaltie,  nor  riche  array, 
Sail  nocht  endeur  at  thy  defire, 
Bot,  as  the  wind,  will  wend  away; 
Thy  gold,  and  all  thy  gudis  gay, 
Quhen  fortoun  lift  will  fra  the  fall : 
Sen  thou  fie  fampillis  feis  ilk  day. 
Obey,  and  thank  thy  God  of  all. 

III. 

Joh  wes  maift  riche,  in  writ  we  find, 

Thohe  maift  full  of  cheritie  ; 

Job  woux  pure,   and  Thobe  blynd, 

Baith  tempit  with  adverfitie. 

Sen  blindnes  wes  infirmitie. 

And  povertie  wes  natural!  ; 

Thairfoir  rycht  patiently  bath  he  and  he 

Obey,  and  thankit  God  of  all. 

IV. 

Thocht  thow  be  blind,  or  haif  ane  halt, 
Or  in  thy  face  deformit  ill, 
Sa  it  cum  nocht  throw  thy  defalt, 
Na  man  fuld  the  repreif  by  fkill. 


Blame 
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Blame  nocht  thy  Lord,  fa  is  his  will ; 
Spurn  nocht  thy  fate  againis  the  wall  ; 
Botwithmeik  hairt,  and  prayer  flill. 
Obey,  and  thank  thy  God  of  all. 

V. 

God  of  his  juftice  mon  correcfl. 
And  of  his  mercy  petie  haif  ; 
He  is  ane  judge,  to  nane  fufpecl,. 
To  puneis  fynfuU  man  and  faif. 
Thocht  thow  be  lord  attour  the  laif, 
And  eftirwart  maid  boimd  and  thrall, 
Ane  pure  begger,  with  fkrip  and  ftaiJ", 
Obey,  and  thank  thy  God  of  all. 

vr. 

This  changeing,  and  grit  variance,/ 

Off  erdly  ilaitis  up  and  doun, 

Is  nocht  bot  caufualtie  and  chance. 

As  fum  men  fayis,  without  relTown, 

Bot  be  the  grit  prcvlfioun 

Of  God  aboif  that  rewll  the  fall  ; 

Thairfoir  evir  thow  make  the  boun. 

To  obey,  and  thank  thy  God  of  all. 

VII. 

In  welth  be  raeik,  heich  not  thyfelf ; 
Be  glaid  in  wilfull  poverlie  ; 
Thy  power,  and  thy  warld's  pelf. 
Is  nocht  bot  verry  vanitie. 
Remembir  him  that  deit  on  tre. 
For  thy  faik  tailtit  the  bittir  gall ; 
Quha  heis  law  hairtis,  and  lawis  he, 
Obey,  and  thank  thy  God  of  all. 

Robert  Henrys  one. 


r.i  ;d 
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The  Prais  cf  Ege. 

I. 

Within  ane  gnrth,  urxdir  a  reid  rofeir, 
Ane  auld  man,   and  decrepit,  hard  X  C\ng; 
Gay  wes  the  not,  Aveit  wes  the  voce  and  clere  ; 
It  wes  grit  joy  to  heir  of  fic  a  thing. 
And,  as  me  thocht,  he  faid  in  his  dyting. 
For  to  be  yung  I  wald  nocht,  for  my  wifs 
Of  all  this  warld  to  mak  me  lord  and  king 
The  moir  of  ege  the  nerrer  hevynis  bhfs. 
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11. 

Fals  is  this  warld,  and  full  of  variance, 
Befecht  with  fyn  and  uthir  flichtis  mo  ; 
Trewth  is  all  tynt,  gyle  hes  the  govirnancc, 
[And]  wrechitnes  hes  wrocht  all  weill  to  wo; 
Fredome  is  tynt,  and  fremit  the  Lords  fro, 
And  cuvettice  is  all  the  caufs  of  this  : 
I  am  content  that  yowthheid  is  ago  ; 
The  moir  of  ege  the  nerrer  hevynis  blifs. 

III. 
The  ftait  of  yowth  I  reput  for  ne  gude. 
For  in  that  ftait  fic  parrell  now  I  fe  ; 
But  fpeciall  grace,  the  regeing  of  his  blude 
Can  none  ganeftand,  quhillthat  he  aigit  be  : 
Syn  of  the  thing  befoir  that  joyit  he. 
Nothing  remanis  now  to  be  callit  hifs  ; 
For  quhy,  it  wes  bot  verry  vanitie  ; 
The  moir  of  ege  the  nerrer  hevynis  blifs. 

IV. 
"Suld  no  man  truft  this  wrechit  warld  ;  for  quhjr, 
Of  erdly  joy  ay  Ibrrow  is  the  end  ; 
The  ftait  of  it  can  no  man  certify. 
This  day  a  king,  to  morne  haif  not  to  fpend. 

Quhat 
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C^hat  half  we  heir  bot  grace  us  to  defend  ? 
Tke  quhilk  God  grant  us  till  amend  our  mifs, 
That  to  his  gloir  he  ma  our  faulls  fend  ; 
The  moir  of  ege  the  nerrer  hevynis  blifs. 

Robert  Henrvsone, 


7hg 
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Ths  Dog,  the  IVilf,  and  the  Scheip. 

T. 
Sope  a  talll  putis  in  memorie, 


How  that  a  Dog,  becaus  that  he  wes  pure, 
Callit  a  Scheip  unto  the  confiftory, 
A  certane  breid  of  him  for  to  recure. 
A  frawdfull  [Wolf]  was  juge  that  tyme,  and  burc 
Audoricie  and  jurifdi(5lioun  ; 
And  on  the  Scheip  fend  forth  a  flrait  fumaaoun. 

II. 

For  by  the  ufe  and  courfe  of  commoun  ftyle. 

On  this  maner  maid  his  fitatioun  : 

I,  per  7ne,  Wolf,  pairties  of  frawd  or  gyle, 

Undir  the  painis  of  fufpenfioun. 

And  gret  curfmg  and  maledidtioun. 

Sir  Scheip  I  chuirge  ye  ftraitly  to  compelr. 

And  anfueir  till  a  Dog  befoir  me  heir, 

III. 

Sir  Corby  Rawin  was  maid  a  procltour, 

Quilk  pyket  hcs  full  mony  fchepis  ee  ; 

His  chairge  lies  tane,  and  on  the  lettirbure, 

Summond  the  Scheip  befoir  the  Wolf,  that  he 

Perimptourly,  within  tha  dayis  thre, 

Compeir  undir  the  panis  in  this  bill, 

And  heir  cjuhat  burry  Dog  walJ  fay  him  til!, 

iV. 
This  furnmond  maid  befoir  witnefs  cnew. 
The  Revin  has  till  his  office  weill  affeird, 
Endorfit  hes  his  writ,   and  en  he  i^ew  : 
The  fiily  Scheip  durO;  lay  no  mowth  till  erd, 
Till  fcho  befoir  that  awfull  juge  apperd, 
Be  hour  of  caus  quhilk  that  court  ufit  thane, 
Quhen  Efpcrus  to  fchaw  his  face  began. 
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V. 

The  Fox  Aves  clerk  and  notar  in  that  caus ; 
The  Gled,  the  Grip  up  at  the  bar  couth  flan  J 
As  advocatis  expert  in  to  the  lawis, 
The  Doigis  ply  togldder  tuk  on  hand, 
QuHk  wer  confiderit  flret  into  ane  band, 
Agane  the  Scheip  to  procure  the  fentens ; 
Thocht  it  wer  fals,  they  haif  no  confcience. 

VI, 
The  clerk  callit  the  Scheip,  and  he  wcs  thair  ; 
The  advocattls  on  this  wys  can  propone  : 
A  certane  breid,  worth  fyve  fchillingis  and  mair, 
Thow  aw  this  Dog,  [of]  quilk  the  tcrme  is  gone. 
Of  hir  awiji  hcid,  but  advocat  allone, 
Awyfilly  gaif  anfwer  in  tliat  cais. 
Heir  I  declync  the  juge,  the  tyme,  and  place. 

VII. 

This  is  my  caus  and  motive  in  effe(5l : 
The  law  fayis,  it  is  rycht  perelous 
Till  interply  befoir  a  juge  lufped  ; 
And  thou,  Sir  Wolf,  hes  ay  bene  odius 
To  me,  with  thyne  tulltis  revenus, 
Hes  llaine  full  mony  kynifmcn  of  myne  ; 
'Xhalrfoir  as  juge  fufpc>fl,  I  the  declyne. 

VIII. 

And  fchorily,  of  this  court  the  members  ail, 
Bayth  aficllbris,  clerke,  and  advocat, 
To  me,  and  m>Tie,-ar  ennemeis  immortall, 
And  ay  hes  bene,  as  mony  fcheiphird  watt : 
This  place,  as  for  the  tyme,  is  feriat. 
In  quhilk  nojugcis  fuld  fit  in  confiltory 
So  lait  at  cvin  j  I  yow  accus  for  thj. 


IX, 
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IX. 

Quhen  that  the  juge  on  this  wyfe  wes  accufit, 
He  bad  the  parteis  cheis,  with  one  aiFent, 
Twa  arbitours,  as  in  the  law  is  ufit, 
For  todilTyd  and  gife  arbitrement, 
Quiddir  the  Scheip  fuld  byd  injugement 
Befoir  the  Wolf :  and  fwa  thay  did  but  weir. 
Of  quhome  the  names  eftir  ye  fall  heir. 

X. 

TheBeir,  the  Brok,  this  mater  tuk  on  hand 

For  to  difTyd,  gife  this  exceptioim 

Wes  ofnaftrenth,  or  lawchtfully  mycht  ftand  : 

And  thairupoun,  as  jugeis,  they  fat  down, 

And  held  a  lang  quhyle  difputati;>i!ii, 

Seikandfiill  ir.3r//  uecrstals  of  the  law. 

And  glofis  als,  the  veritie  to  kiiaw. 

XI. 

Off  Civil  mony  volum  thay  rewoll. 
The  codys  and  degeftis  new  and  aid; 
Prcive  and  contra  ftrait  argument  thay  refoll, 
Sum  a  doclryne,  and  fome  another  hald  ; 
For  prys,  nor  prayer,  trow  ye,  thay  wald  fald. 
Bet  held  the  text,  and  gloifs  of  the  decreis, 
As  trew  jugeis,  I  fchrew  thame  that  leis. 

XII. 

Schortly  to  mak  ane  end  of  this  debait, 
The  arbitroris  fummar  and  [de]  plane. 
The  fentens  gaif,  and  proces  fulminat, 
The  Scheip  fuld  pas  befoir  the  Wolf  agane. 
And  end  his  pleid:   than  was  he  nothing  fane  ; 
For  fra  thair  fentens  he  mycht  nowayis  appeill,  . 
Oa  clcrkis  doid,  gife  this  fentence  be  leill. 
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XIII. 
The  Schelp  agane  befoir  the  Wolf  derenyelt. 
But  advocat  abafitly  can  (land. 
Up  rais  tlie  Dog,  and  on  the  Scheip  thus  pleyncit 
To  the  a  fowme  I  payit  befoir  hand 
For  certane  breid ;   thairto  a  borch  I  fand, 
That  wrangufly  the  Scheip  held  fra  him  breid. 
And  he  denyit;  and  fo  began  the  pleid. 

XIV. 

Thus  quhen  the  Scheip  this  ftryfc  had  conteflat, 

The  jugeis  into  the  cans  furth  cowth  proceid  : 

Laurence  the  aeflis  and  [the^  proccs  wrait, 

i\nd  fone  the  ply  unto  the  end  thay  fpeid. 

"    ""•fit  court  corruptit  all  for  meid, 

7  ^'^  '"'■<-     '     ~""^  'aw.  and  coniciencej 
Agane  gud  layth,  ^^„  . 

For  this  fals  Dog  pronuncit  the  fentenc&i 

XV. 

And  it  to  put  In  executioun, 

The  Wolf  chargeit  the  Scheip,  without  delay, 

Undir  the  pane  of  interdidioun. 

The  fowme  of  filver,  or  the  breid,  to  pay. 

Off  this  fentens,  allais  !  quhat  fall  we  fay  ? 

Quhilk  dampnit  hes  the  filly  innocent, 

And  inftiiut  to  wrangus  jugement. 

XVI. 
The  Scheip,  dreidand  moir  perfecutioun, 
Obeyit  the  fentence ;   and  cowth  tak 
His  way  untill  a  merchand  in  the  toun. 
And  fald  his  fleifs  that  he  bur  on  his  bak ; 
Syne  bocht  the  breid,  and  to  the  dog  can  mak 
Reddy  payment,  as  he  foirjugeit  was  ; 
Nakit  and  bair,  fyne  to  the  fcild  cowth  pas. 

MO. 
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M  0  R  A  Ir  I  T  A  S. 

XVI!. 

This  filly  Scheip  may  prefent  the  figure 
Of  pure  commounis,  that  daylie  ar  opprefi: 
Be  terrane  men,  that  fcttis  all  thair  cure, 
With  fals  menys,  to  mak  a  wrang  conqueift, 
In  howp  this  prefent  lyfe  fall  evir  left  : 
Bot  all  begyld,  thay  will  in  fchort  tyme  end, 
And  eftir  deid,  to  crewall  panis  wend. 

XVIII. 
This  Wolf  I  likin  unto  a  fcheref  ftout, 
Quhilk  byis  a  forfalt  at  the  kingis  hand. 
And  hes  with  him  a  curfit  affyis  about, 
And  dytis  all  the  pure  men  up  of  land. 
And  fra  the  crowner  lay  on  thame  his  wand; 
Suppois  he  be  als  trew  as  was  Sanct  Johne, 
Slane  fall  thay  be,  or  with  the  juge  corapone. 

XIX. 
This  Revin  I  likin  till  a  fals  crownar, 
Quhlik-hes  a  porteous  of  the  endytment, 
And  paffis  furth  befoir  the  juftice  air. 
All  mifdoaris  to  bring  till  jugcment : 
But  luke  glfe  he  be  of  a  trew  intent. 
To  fkraip  out  Johne,  and  wryt  in  Will  of  Wate, 
And  fo  a  bud  at  bayth  the  parteis  fkat. 

XX. 

Of  this  fals  Tod,  bccaus  I  fpak  befoir, 
And  of  this  Gleti,  quhat  thay  mycht  fignify. 
Of  thair  na'.ur,  as  now  I  fpeik  no  moir  : 
Bot  of  the  Scheip,  and  of  his  cairfull  cry, 
I  fall  rehers  ;  for  as  I  paffit  by 
Qnhair  that  he  lay,  on  caifs  lie  lukit  down, 
And  hard  him  mak  this  lainentaiioun. 
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XXK 
Allace  !  quoth  he,  this  curfit  confiilory, 
In  middis  p  'W  of  >;iutir  it  is  maid, 
Qnhen  Boreas,  with  blaftis  bitterly. 
With  frawart  froftis,  the  flouris  down  can  faidj 
On  bankis  bair  now  may  I  mak  no  baid  : 
And  with  that  wird  incill  a  corf  he  crap, 
Fra  hair  weddir,  and  froftis,  him  to  hap. 

XXII. 
Quakand  for  cald  and  murnyngis  foir  amang, 
Keft  up  his  ene  unto  the  hevinis  hicht, 
And  faid,  O  Lord,  quhy  flypis  thou  fo  lang  ? 
Walk,  and  defcerne  my  caufs,  groundit  in  right; 
Luk  how  I  am,  be  frawd,  maiftry,  and  flycht, 
Pelit  full  bair  ;  and  fo  is  mony  one 
Now  in  this  warld,   rycht  wondir  wo-begonc. 

XXIII. 

Se  how  the  curfit  fyn  of  cuvatys 

Exylit  hes  bayth  lufe,  lawty,  and  law : 

Now  few  or  nane  will  execute  juftice  ; 

In  fait  of  quhome  the  pure  man  is  ourthraw 

The  verity,  albeid  the  juge  knaw, 

Thay  ar  fo  blindit  with  afFedioun, 

But  dreid,  for  meid,  thay  thoill  the  rycht  go  doun. 

XXIV. 
Se  thou  nocht,  Lord,  this  warld  ourturnit  is. 
As  quha  wald  chenge  gud  gold  in  leid  or  tyn ; 
The  pure  is  pelit,  the  lord  may  do  no  mils  ; 
Now  fymony  is  huldin  for  no  fyn  : 
Now  is  he  blyth  v;ith  okir  can  moll  wyn, 
Gentreis  is  flane,  and  pety  is  ago; 
Allace  !  Lord  God,  quhy  tholis  thou  it  fo  ? 

XXV. 
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XXV. 

Thou  tholis  this,   bot  for  our  gi-it  offl-ns. 
Thou  fendis  us  truble  and  plaigis  foir. 
As  hungir,  derth,  wer,  and  [the]  peftilens  ; 
Bot  few  amendis  thair  lyfe  :   now  thairfoir 
We  pure  peple,  as  now  may  do  no  moir 
Bot  pray  to  the,  fen  we  are  thus  oppreft 
In  to  this  erd,  Grant  us  in  hevin  gud  red, 

Robert  Henrysonb-, 
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The  Wolfe  and  the  Lame. 

I. 

ACrewall  Wolf,  revanus  and  fell, 
Upone  a  tyme  paft  till  a  revere, 
Difcending  doun  fra  a  rock  out  of  a  well, 
To  flaik  his  thirft  drank  of  the  watter  cleir  r 
Sa,  upone  cais,  a  filly  Lame  come  neir, 
Bot  of  this  Wolf  the  Lame  nothing  he  wifV, 
And  in  the  ftreme  lapit  to  cule  his  thrift. 

IT. 

Thus  drank  thay  baith,  bot  nocht  of  ane  intent ; 
The  Wolfis  thocht  wes  all  in  wicketnefs : 
The  filly  Lame,  meik  and  innocent, 
Upone  the  revir,  by  in  ane  uthir  place, 
Beneth  the  Wolf,  he  drank  in  ane  littlll  fpace, 
Quhill  him  thocht  gude,  prefoumyng  thair  none  ill 
The  Wolf  this  faw,  and  carpand  come  him  till, 

in. 

With  girnand  teith,  and  angry  auftle  lake. 
Said  to  the  Lamb,  Thou  catyve  wrechit  thing. 
How  durft  thou  be  fo  bald  to  fyle  this  bruke, 
Quhair  I  fuld  drink,  with  thy  fowll  flavering  ? 
It  wer  almous  the  for  till  draw  and  hing, 
That  fuld  prefome,  with  ftinkand  lippis  will. 
To  hurt  my  drink,  and  this  fair  wattir  fpill. 

IV. 
The  filly  Lamb,  quakand  for  verry  dreid, 
Onkneisfell,  and  faid,   Sir',  with  your  leif, 
Suppois  I  dar  nocht  fay  thairof  ye  leid  ; 
Bot,  be  my  faule,  I  wait  ye  can  nocht  preife, 
That  I  did  ony  thing  quhil;   fuld  yow  greif: 
Ye  wait  alfo  your  accufatioun 
Felyeis  fra  trewth,  and  contrair  till  rclfown, 

V. 
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V. 

Thocht  I  can  nocht,  nature  will  me  defend, 
And  of  the  deid  perfyt  experience  : 
All  hevinly  thing  mone  of  the  felf  difcend, 
Bot  gif  fum  thing  on  fers  mak  refiftence  ; 
Thane  may  the  ftreme  be  na  wayis  mak  olFcns, 
Na  ryn  bakwart  :   I  drank  beneth  you  far ; 
Ergo,  for  me,  your  drink  is  nevir  the  war. 

VI. 

Alfo  my  lippis,  fen  that  I  was  a  lame, 

Touchit  no  thing  that  was  contagius  ; 

Bot  fowkit  mylk  fra  pawpis  of  my  dame, 

Rycht  nuturall,  fweit,  and  delicious. 

Weill,  quoth  the  "Wolf,  thy  languige  outragius, 

Cumis  of  kynd  ;  fa  your  fader  befoir 

H«ld  ms  at  bait  al«  with  boftis  aad  fchgir. 

VII. 
He  wexit  me ;  and  than  I  cowth  him  warne, 
Within  a  yeir,  and  I  brukit  my  heid. 
So  I  fuld  be  wrokin  on  him,  or  his  bairne  ; 
For  his  exorbitant  and  thrawwart  pleid, 
Thow  fall  doutles,  for  his  deidis,   be  deid. 
**  Sir,  it  is  wrang,  that  for  the  faderis  gilt, 
"  The  faikles  fone  fall  poneiil  be,  and  fpilt. 

VIII. 
"  Half  ye  nocht  hard  quhat  haly  fcriptour  fais, 
**  Dytit  with  the  mowth  of  God  Almycht, 
.**  Off  his  awin  deid  ilk  man  fai  beir  the  pais, 
"  As  pyne  for  fyn,  reward  for  werkis  rycht: 
**  For  my  trefpafs  quhy  fuld  my  fone  haif  plycht  ? 
"  Quhadid  the  mifs  lat  thams  fufteine  the  paiue.'* 
tj  Ya,  quoth  the  Wolf,  yet  plyis  thow  agane. 
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IX. 
I  lat  ye  wltt,  quhen  the  fader  offendis, 
Will  cheris  none  of  his  fucceffioun  ; 
And  of  his  bairnis  may  weill  be  tane  amendis 
Unto  the  nynt  degre  defcending  doun. 
The  fadir  thocht  to  mak  a  ftrang  pufown, 
And  with  hismowth  into  my  wattir  fpew. 
Sir,  quoth  the  Lamb,  tha  tvva  ar  nowys  trew. 

X. 

The  law  fayls,  and  ye  will  undirRand, 
Thair  fuld  no  man,  for  wrang,  no  violens, 
His  adverfar  puneis  at  his  awin  hand, 
Without  procefs  of  law  in  audiens ; 
Quhilk  fuld  haif  leif  to  mak  lawchfull  defens ; 
And  thairupon  fummon  peremptourly 
*C^^  ^louuiicj  dituCuiiuit,  ana  repi^, 

XI. 

Set  me  a  lawfull  court :  I  fall  compeir 

Befoir  the  Lyon,  lord  and  kill  Juftys  ; 

And,  be  my  hand,  I  oblis  me,  rycht  heir. 

That  I  fall  byd  ane  unfufpedt  affys. 

This  is  the  way,  this  is  the  jufteft  wyfs  : 

Ye  fuld  proceed  thairfoir,  and  fummonds  mak 

Agane  that  day,  to  gif  reflbuu  and  tak. 

xn. 

Ha,  quoth  the  Wolf,  wald  thow  Intrufs  refToun, 

Qiihair  wrang  and  reif  fuld  dwell  in  propertc  ? 

That  is  a  poynt  of  oppin  fals  treffoun. 

For  to  gar  rewth  remane  with  creweltie. 

Be  Goddis  wondis,  fals  tratour,  thow  fall  de 

For  thy  trefpas,  and  for  thy  faderis  als. 

With  that  annone  he  hint  him  be  the  hals. 

xin. 


XIII. 
The  filly  lame  mycht  do  no  thing  hot  blait ; 
Sone  wes  he  heidit;  the  Waif  wold  do  no  grace  : 
Syne  drank  his  blud,  and  of  his  flefch  can  eit, 
Till  he  wes  fow  ;  fyne  went  away  apace. 
Of  this  murthour  quhat  fall  I  fay,   allace  ! 
Was  this  no  rewth  ?  was  this  nocht  grit  pete  ? 
To  heir  this  filly  lame  but  gilt  thus  de. 

MORALITAS. 

XIV. 

The  pure  peple  this  Lamb  may  fignify. 

As  male-men,  merchandis,  and  pure  laborers. 

Off  quhome  the  lyfe  is  half  a  purgatory, 

To  wyn  with  lawty  leviug  as  effeiris. 

The  Wolf  bctakyis  fals  extorteneiris, 

And  opprefTouris  of  pure  men,  as  we  fe, 

Be  violens,  be  craft,  or  futelte. 

XV. 
Thre  kynd  of  wolffis  in  the  warld  nowringis  : 
The  firft  ar  fals  pervertaris  of  the  lawis, 
Quhilk,  undir  poleit  termes,  falfet  myngis, 
Leitand,  that  all  wer  gofpell  that  thay  Ichawis  : 
Bot  for  a  bud  the  trew  men  he  ourthrawis, 
Smorand  the  rycht,  garrand  the  wrang  proceid. 
Off  fie  wolffis  hell-fyre  fall  be  thair  meid. 

XVI. 
Ane  uthir  kynd  of  wolffis  revanus 
Ar  mychty  men,  haifand  anouch  plente  ; 
Quhilk  ar  fo  gredy  and  fo  cowatus, 
Thay  will  nocht  thoill  in  peax  ane  pure  man  be, 
Suppois  that  he,  and  his  houfhald,  fuld  de 
For  fait  of  fude  ;  thairof  thay  gif  no  rak, 
i  £oi£  our  his  heid  his  maling  thay  will  tak. 
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XVII. 
O  man  !  but  mychty,  quhat  is  in  thy  thocht  : 
War  than  a  wolf,  and  thow  cowth  underftand  ; 
Thow  hes  eneuch;  the  pure  hufband  hes  nocht 
Bot  cote  and  crufe,  upone  a  clout  of  land. 
For  Goddis  aw,  how  dar  thow  tak  on  hand. 
And  thou  in  berne  and  byre  fo  bene  and  big. 
To  put  him  fra  his  tak,  and  gar  him  thig  f 

XVIII. 
O  man  of  law!  lat  be  thy  futelte. 
With  wys  jympis,  and  frawdis  interkat. 
And  think  that  God,  of  his  divinite. 
The  wrang,  the  rycht,  of  all  thy  workis  wale  ; 
For  preyer,  pryce,  for  he  no  law  eftait, 
Of  fills  querrell  fe  thou  mak  no  def  ens  ; 
Hald  with  the  rycht,  hurt  nocht  ihy  confciens. 

XIX. 
The  thrid  wolf  is  men  of  heretege  ; 
As  lordis,  that  hes  landis  be  Godis  lane. 
And  fcttis  to  the  maillaris  a  willage, 
For  prayer,  pryce,  and  the  gerlum  tane  ; 
Syne  vexis  him  or  half  the  term  be  gane, 
Wiih  pykit  querells,  for  to  mak  him  fane 
To  flitt,  or  pay  the  gerfum  new  agane. 

XX. 

His  hors,  his  meir,  he  mone  len  to  the  laird, 
To  dring  and  draw,  in  court  and  cariege  j 
His  fervand,  or  himfelf,  may  nocht  be  fpard. 
To  fwynk  or  fweit,  withoutlin  meit  or  wage  : 
Lo,  as  he  ftandis  in  lawbour  and  boundage, 
That  (kantly  may  he  purches  by  his  mail). 
To  leif  upx)ne  dry  breid  and  w^iittir  kaill. 

XXI, 
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XXI. 

Hes  tliow  no  rewth  to  gar  thy  tennent  fueit 
Into  thy  lavvbour,  full  faynt  with  hungry  v/ame  ? 
And  fyne  hes  iittill  gude  to  drink  or  eit. 
Or  his  menye  at  evin  quhen  he  cumis  hame  : 
Thow  fuld  be  rad  for  richtous  Godis  blame  ; 
For  it  cryis  vengeance  to  the  hevin  fo  he. 
To  gar  a  pure  man  wirk  but  meit  or  fe. 

XXII. 

O  thow,  grit  lord,  that  hes  riches  and  rent, 

Be  nocht  a  Wolf  thus  to  devoir  the  pure  ; 

Think,  that  no  thing  crewall  nor  violent 

May  in  this  warld  perpetualy  indure. 

This  is  a  fentens  futh,  I  vow  afTure ; 

For  till  opprefs  thow  fall  haif  als  grit  pane, 

As  thow  the  pure  anis  with  thy  hand  had  llainc. 

XXIII. 
God  keip  the  Lame,  that  is,  the  innocent, 
Fra  Wolffis  byt,  I  mene  extorteneiris  ; 
God  grant  that  wrangus  men  of  fals  intent, 
Be  manifeft,  and  puneilt  as  efFeiris ; 
And  God,  as  thow  all  richtous  prayer  heiris. 
Mot  faif  our  King,  and  gif  him  hairt  and  hand, 
All  flc  wolffis  tobeuneifs  of  this  land. 

Robert  Henrysone. 
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M  O  Pv  A  L  I  T  A  S. 

Of  the  Moiifs  and  the  Paddok. 

I. 

MY  brother,  gif  thow  will  tak  advertens 
Till  this  fable,    thow  may  perfaif  and  fe. 
It  paffis  far  alkynd  of  peftilcns, 
A  wicket  mynd,  with  wirdis  fair  and  fle  : 
Be  war  thairfoir,  quhome  with  you  followis  tlie  ; 
For  thow  war  better  beir  of  ftone  the  barrow 
Of  fueitand,  ding  and  delffe  quhill  thow  may  dre, 
Na  be  niachit  with  a  wicket  marrow. 

II. 

A  fals  intent,  undir  a  fare  pretence, 
Hes  cawfit  mony  innocentis  to  de  ;  j^ 

Grit  folly  is,  thairfoir,  to  gife  credence  fl 

•Our  fone  to  all  that  fpeikis  fair  to  the. 
.A  filking  tong,  a  hairt  of  crewelte, 
Smytis  mair  foir  than  ony  fchot  of  arrow. 
Brudir,  ^if  thow  be  vyis,  I  red  the  fle 
To  mache  the  with  a  frawart  fenyeit  marrow, 

in. 

I  warne  the  als,  it  is  grit  negligence, 

To  bind  the  lall  quhair  thow  was  frank  and  fre  ; 

pra  thow  be  bund,  thow  may  mak  na  defens 

To  faif  thy  lyfe,  or  yit  in  libertie. 

This  femple  counfale,  brudir,  tak  at  me  ; 

And  it  to  CUP.  perqueir  fe  nocht  thow  tarrow  ; 

Bettir  but  llryfe  to  leif  allone  in  Ic, 

Than  to  be  machit  with  a  wicket  marrow. 


IV. 
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IV. 
This  hald  in  mynd  ;  yit  moir  I  fall  the  te!!, 
Quh;it  by  thir  beiftis  may  be  figurat. 
This  Paddok,  ufand  in  this  flud  to  dwell, 
Is  mannis  body,  fowmand  air  and  lait 
Into  this  warld,  with  cairis  implicat ; 
Now  he,  now  law,  quhyle  plungit  up  and  donn. 
Ay  ill  to  pcrell,  and  redy  for  to  droun. 

V. 

Now  dolorus,  now  blyth  as  bird  on  brcir ; 

Now  in  fredome,  now  wardit  in  diflrefs ; 

Now  haill,  now  found,  now  deid,  and  brocht  on  beir; 

Now  pure  as  Job,  now  ro\vand  in  richefs  ; 

Now  gowinis  gay,  now  brattis  to  imbrafs  ; 

Now  full  as  fyfche,  now  hungry  as  a  hound  ; 

Now  on  the  quheill,  now  wappit  to  the  ground, 

VI. 
This  littill  Mous,  tlius  knet  hard  be  the  chin, 
The  faule  of  man  betakin  may  in  deed, 
Bundin,  and  fra  the  body  may  nocht  twin, 
Quhill  orewall  deid  cum  brek  of  lyfe  the  threid  ; 
The  quilk  to  drown  fould  evir  (land  in  dreid. 
Of  carnall  lull  be  the  fuggeftioun, 
Quhilk  drawis  ay  the  faulc,  ay  and  haldls  doun. 

VII. 
The  Waltir  is  the  warld,  ay  walterand 
With  mony  wayis  of  tribulatioun  ; 
In  the  quilk  the  faule  and  body  ay  waverand,. 
Standis  difunit,  and  thair  opinioun  : 
The  fprelt  upwart,  the  body  preiffls  doun  ; 
The  natur  of  the  faule  wald  our  be  borne 
Out  of  this  warld  unto  the  hevinly  tronc 

L2  VIII. 
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vin. 

This  Gled  is  deid,  that  cummis  fliddanly 

As  dois  the  theif,  and  endis  this  battel]. 

Be  vegeland  thairfolr,  and  ay  reddy ; 

For  mannis  lyfe  is  brukle  and  mortall  : 

My  freind,  thairfoir  mak  the  a  (Irang  caftell 

Of  gud  deidis  ;  for  deid  will  the  a/TIiy, 

Thow  waitnocht  quhen,  at  evin,  morne,  or  midday. 

IX. 

Adew,  my  freind  ;  and  gife  that  ony  fpeiris 
Of  this  fable  fo  fchortly  I  conclude, 
Thow  fay,  I  left  the  haif  unto  the  freiris. 
To  mak  a  fample  or  fimilitud. 
Now  Chryft  for  us  that  deit  on  the  rud. 
Of  faule  and  lyf  as  thow  art  Saviour, 
Grant  us  to  pafs  intill  a  bliffit  hour. 

Robert  Henrvsone. 


I 


MO 
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M  O  R  A  L  I  T  A  S. 

Of  the  Cok  and  the  Prctious  Stone, 

I. 

THis  joly  Jafp  lies  properteis  fevin  : 
The  firll:,  of  collours  it  is  marvellous  ;. 
Parte  lyk  the  fyre,  and  parte  is  lyk  the  hevin. 
And  maks  a  man  ftark  and  vidorius  ; 
Prefervis  als  fra  caitlis  pereilous  : 
Quha  lies  this  flone  fall  haif  gud  hap  to  fpeid, 
OS  fyre,  nor  falls,  him  heidis  nocht  to  dreid. 

II 

This  gentill  Jafp,  oft  different  in  hew, 
Betakinis  perfyt  prudens  and  cunning,. 
Ornat  with  mony  deidis  cf  vcrtev.-, 
Moir  excelland  than  ony  erdly  thing ; 
Quhilk  makis  men  in  honour  ay  to  ring 
Happy,  and  ftark  to  haif  the  vidory 
Off  all  vicis,  and  fpirltuall  enncmy, 

III. 
Quha  may  be  rycht  hardy  and  gracious  \ 
Qu^ha  can  enfew  perell  and  avcnture  ? 
Quha  can  govern  citie  and  burchgus 
Without  fcience  ?   None,  I  you  enfure. 
It  is  the  riches  that  evir  fall  indure; 
Quhilk  motht  nor  muft  may  nocht  rufl  nor  ket ; 
And  to  mannis  fawll  it  is  eternall  met. 


IV. 
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IV. 

This  Cok  defyrlng  moir  the  fyTnple  corne 
Than  ony  Jafp,  onto  the  fule  is  peir, 
Makand  at  fciencc  hot  a  knak  and  fkorne, 
Quhilk  can  no  gud,  and  als  littill  will  Icir ; 
His  hairt  wamills  gud  argumentis  till  heir,. 
As  to  the  low,  to  quhomemen,  for  the  nons 
In  her  drafe,  loth  wald  faw  the  pretius  ftons. 

'     V. 
Quha  is  ennemy  to  fcience  and  cunnyng, 
Bot  ignorantis  that  undirftandis  nocht  ? 
Quhilk  is  fo  noble,  pretius,  and  ding, 
That  may  nocht  with  no  erdly  thing  be  bocht. 
Weill  war  the  man  of  all  uthir,  that  mocht 
All  his  lyfe  dayis  in  perfyte  ftudy  wair, 
To  get  fcience  ;  for  him  nedit  no  mair. 

VI. 

Bot  now,  allace  !  this  Jafp  is  tynt  and  hid  : 
We  feik  it  nocht,  nor  preiffis  it  to  find  : 
Haif  we  riches,  no  bettir  life  we  bid. 
Of  fcience  thocht  the  faull  be  bair  and  blind. 
Of  this  matter  I  do  bot  waiflis  wind  ; 
Thairfoir  I  feifs,  and  v.ill  no  furder  fay, 
Go  feik  the  Jafp  quha  lift,   for  thair  it  lay. 

PvOBHRT    HkNRySONE. 


MQ. 
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MORALITAS. 

Of  the   Borr<ywiJioun   Mous,    and  the  Up-on-lani 
Moufr. 

I. 

FReindis,  heir  may  ye  find,  will  ye  tak  hsid, 
In  this  fable  a  gud  moralitie. 
As  fitchis  myngit  ar  with  noble  feid. 
So  intermellit  is  adverfitie 
With  erdly  joy;  fo  that  no  ftait  is  fre 
Without  truble  and  fum  vexatioun  ; 
And  namely  thay  that  clymis  up  moft  he, 
And  nocht  content  of  fmall  pofleffioun. 

II. 
Elilfit  be  fymple  lyfe,   withouttin  dreld  ; 
Blifiit  be  fobir  feift  in  quiete  ; 
Quha  hes  enuche,  of  no  moir  hes  he  neid, 
Thocht  it  be  littill  into  quantete. 
(Jrit  habowndance,  and  blind  pfofperite, 
Oft  tymis  maks  ane  evill  conclufioun; 
The  fueteft  lyfe,  thairfoir,  in  this  cuntre, 
Is  of  fickemefs,  with  fmall  pofTeflloun. 

III. 
O  wantoun  man  !   quhilk  ufis  for  to  feid 
Thy  wan^,    and  makis  it  a  God  to  be, 
Luke  to  thyfclf,  I  v.-arne  the  weill,  on  deid ; 
The  cat  cummis,  and  to  the  moufs  hewis  e. 
Quhat  dois  availl  thy  feift  and  reyelte, 
With  drcidfull  hairt  and  tribulatioun  ? 
Thairfoir  beft  thing  in  erd,   I  fay,  forme, 
T  ,  mirry  hairt,   with  fin;-]!  pofleffioun, 


IV. 
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IV. 
Thy  awln  fyre,  freind,    thocht  it  be  bot  a  gleld> 
It  warmis  weill,  and  is  worth  gold  to  the  : 
And  Salamone  fayis,  and  ye  will  reid, 
Under  the  hevin  I  can  tiocht  bettir  fe. 
Then  ay  be  blyth,  and  leif  in  honeJJe  : 
Quhairfoir  I  may  conclud  be  this  refToun, 
Of  erdly  joy  it  beiris  moift  degre, 
Blythiiefs  in  hairt,  with  fmall  pofTeflloun. 

ROBEP.T   HENaysoN-2. 
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M  O  R  A  L  I  T  A  S. 

Of  ike  Lyon  and  the  Motifs. 

I. 

AS  I  fuppois,  this  mychty  gay  Lyoua 
May  fignify  a  prince  or  emperour, 
A  poteftat,  or  yit  a  king  with  croun  ; 
Quhilk  fuld  be  walkryfe,  gyd,  and  govlrnour. 
Of  his  peple,  and  takis  no  lawbour 
To  rewll,  nor  fteir  the  land,  nor  juftice  keip» 
But  lyis  ftill  in  lull  is,  flewth,  and  fleip, 

II. 

The  fair  Forreft  with  levis  loun  and  le. 
The  Fowlis  fong,  and  Flouris  ferly  fueit. 
Is  bot  the  warld,  and  his  profperite. 
As  fals  plefandis,  myngit  with  cair  repleit : 
Ryclit,  as  the  rofe  with  froft  and  wintir  weit, 
Faidis  ;  fo  dois  the  warld,  and  thame  diffavis 
I  Quhilk  in  thair  luftis  confidens  havis. 

I  III. 

j  Thir  littill  Myfs  ar  bot  the  commonte, 
Wantone,  unwyfe,  without  correftioun; 
Thir  lordis  and  princis,  quhen  that  thay  fe,. 
Of  juflice  makis  non  executioun. 
Thay  dreid  nothing  to  mak  rebcllioun, 
And  difobey;  for  quhy  ?  thay  Hand  none  aw, 
That  garis  thame  thair  foveranis  to  mifknaw. 


lY. 
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IV. 
Bs  this  fable,  the  lordis  of  prudcns 
May  conciddu-  the  vertew  of  pete, 
And  to  remyt  fumtyme  a  grit  ofFens, 
x\nd  metigat  mercy  with  crewelty  : 
Ofttime  is  fene  a  man  of  fmall  degre, 
lies  quyta  commoun,  baith  for  gude  and  ill, 
As  lords  hes  done  rigour,  or  grace  him  till. 

V. 

Quha  wait  how  fone  a  lord  of  greit  renoun, 
Rowand  in  wardly  luft  and  vane  plefans. 
May  be  ourthrawin,  dlftroyit,  or  put  doun. 
Throw  fals  fortoun  ;   qulik  of  all  varians 
Is  hail  maiftreSj  and  leder  of  the  dans 
Till  lufty  men,  and  bindis  thame  fo  foir, 
That  thay  no  perell  can  provyd  befoir. 

VI. 

Thir  crewall  men,  that  ftentit  hes  the  nett 

In  quilk  the  Lyone  fuddanely  wes  tane, 

Waitit  alway  amendis  for  till  get ; 

For  hurte  men  wrytis  in  the  marble-ftane. 

Moir  till  expone,  as  now,  I  latt  allanc  ; 

Bot  king  and  lord  may  weill  wit  quhat  I  mene, 

Figour  heirof  aftymis  has  bene  fene. 

Robert  Henrvsonf 
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T'/je  rejfor.tr.g  bet'wixt  ^^ige  ar.d  Yonxth. 

OUhen  fair  Flora,   the  godes  of  the  flowris, 
Baith  firth  and  feildisfrefchely  had  ourfret, 
And  perly  droppis  of  the  bahny  fchowris, 
Thlr  widdis  grene  had  with  thair  water  wet ; 
jNIuvand  allone,  in  mornyng  myld,  I  wet 
A  mirry  man,   that  all  of  mirth  cowth  mene, 
Singand  the  fang  that  richt  fweitly  was  fett, 

0  yowth  be  glaid  in  to  thy  flowris  grene. 

A    I     G     E. 

1  luckit  furth  a  lilill  me  befoir. 

And  faw  a  cative  on  ane  club  cumand. 
With  cheikis  clcne,  and  lyart  lokis  hoir  : 
His  ene  was  how,  his  voce  wes  hers  hoftand, 
Wallowit  richt  wan,  and  waik  as  ony  wand  ; 
Ane  bill  he  beure  upoun  his  breift  abone, 
In  letteris  leill  but  lyis,    with  this  legand, 
0  yowth  thy  flowris  fedis  fellone  fone. 

Y    o    W    T    H. 

This  yungman  lap  upoun  the  land  full  licht, 
And  mervellit  mekle  of  his  makdome  maid. 
Waddin  I  am,  quoth  he,  and  woundir  wicht. 
With  bran  as  bair,  anJ  breiit  burly  and  braid; 
Na  growine  on  ground  my  gairdone  may  degraid. 
Nor  of  my  pith  may  pair  of  wirth  a  prene  ; 
My  face  is  fair,  my  fegour  will  not  faid  ; 

0  yowth  be  glaid  into  thy  flowris  grene. 

A    I    G    E. 

This  fenyeour  fang,  bot  with  a  fobir  ftevin, 
Schakand  his  berd,  he  faid,  My  bairne,  lat  be; 

1  was  within  thir  fextie  yeiris  and  fevin, 
Ane  freik  on  feld,  als  forfs,  and  als  fre, 

Als 
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Als  glaid,  als  gay,  als  ying,  als  yaip  as  }-ie  : 
Bot  now  tha  dayis  ourdrevin  ar  and  done  ; 
Luke  thow  my  laikly  hiking  gif  I  lie  ; 
O  yowth  thy  flowris  fadis  fellone  fone. 

Y    O    W    T    H. 

Ane  uthir  vers  yit  this  yung  man  cowth  fing  • 
At  luvis  law  a  quhyle  I  think  to  leit, 
Ih  court  to  cramp  clenely  in  my  clething, 
And  iuke  amangis  thir  lufty  ladeis  fweit ; 
Of  manage  to  mell,  with  mowthis  meit, 
In  fecreit  place,  quhair  we  ma  not  be  fene, 
And  fo  with  birds  blythly  my  bailis  beit; 
O  yowth  be  glaid  in  to  thy  flowris  grene. 

A    I     G    E. 

This  awftrene  greif  anfwerit  argirly, 

For  thy  cramping  thow  fait  baith  cruke  andcowre; 

Thy  flefchely  luft  thow  fait  alfo  defy, 

And  pane  the  fall  put  fra  [thy]  paramour : 

Than  will  no  bird  be  blyth  of  the  in  boure  ; 

Quhen  thy  manheid  fall  wendin  as  the  mone, 

Thow  fall  aflay  gif  that  my  fong  be  feur  : 

O  yowth    thy  flowris  fedis  fellone  fone. 

Yowth. 
This  mirry  man  of  mirth  yet  movit  moir  : 
My  corps  is  clene,  without  corruptioun  ; 
Myfelf  is  found,  but  feiknes  or  but  foir; 
My  wittis  fyve  in  dew  proportioun  ; 
My  curage  is  of  clene  complexioun  ; 
My  hairt  is  haill,    my  levar,  and  my  fplene  ; 
Thairfoir  to  reid  this  roll  I  haif  no  reffoun : 
O  yowth  be  glaid  in  to  thy  flowris  grene. 

A    I    G    E. 
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A    I     G    E. 

The  bevar  hoir  faid  to  this  berly  berne. 
This  breif  thow  fal)  obey,  fone  be  thow  bald  ; 
Thy  llait,  thy  Itrenth,  thocht  it  be  ftark  and  flerne. 
The  feveris  fell,  and  eild,  fall  gar  the  fald  ; 
Thy  corps  fall  clyng,    thy  curage  fall  wax  cald. 
Thy  helih  fall  hynk,  and  tak  a  hurt  but  hone, 
Thy  wittis  fyve  fall  vaneis,  thocht  thow  not  wald  ; 
O  yowth  thy  flowris  fadis  fellone  fone. 

This  gowand  grathit  with  fic  grit  greif. 

He  on  his  wayis  wiethly  went,  but  wene  ; 

This  lene  auld  man  luthe  not,  but  tuk  his  leif. 

And  I  abaid  undir  the  levis  grene  : 

Of  the  fedulils  the  futhe  quhen  I  had  fene. 

Of  trewth,  methocht,  thay  triumphit  in  thair  tone  - 

0  yowth  be  glaid  into  thy  flowris  grene ; 

0  yowth  thy  flowris  faidis  fellone  fone. 

Robert  Henrysone. 
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The  Rejontr.g  het^^ht  Deth  ar.d  Man. 

D    E     T     H. 

Mortall  man  !   behold,  tak  tent  to  me, 
Quhilk  fowld  thy  mirrour  be  baith  day  and  nicht } 
All  erdly  thing  that  evir  tuik  lyfe  mon  die, 
PaiD,  emperour,  king,  barroun,  and  knycht, 
Thocht  thay  be  in  thair  roiall  ftait  and  hicht, 
May  not  ganeftand,  quheni  pleifs  fchute  the  derte ; 
Wal-townis,  caftellis,  and  towris  nevir  fo  wicht, 
May  nocht  refift  quhill  it  be  at  his  herte. 

The  Man, 
Now  quhat  art  thow  that  biddis  me  thus  tak  tent, 
And  mak  aiie  mirrour  day  and  nicht  of  the, 
Or  with  thy  dert  I  fawld  richt  foir  repent  ? 
I  treft  trewly  ofF  that  thow  fall  fone  lie. 
Quhat  freik  on  feld  fa  bald  dar  manifs  me. 
Or  with  me  fecht,  owthir  on  fute  or  hors  ? 
Isnon  fo  wicht  or  ftark  in  this  cuntre, 
Bot  I  fall  gar  him  bow  to  me  on  fors. 

Deth. 

My  name,  forfuth,  [to  fay]  fen  that  thow  fpelris, 
Thay  call  me  Bet  J,  futhly  I  the  declair, 
Calland  all  man  and  woman  to  thair  beiris, 
Quhen  evir  I  pleis, quhat  tyme,  quhat  place,  or  quhair. 
Is  nane  fa  flowt,  fa  frefche,  noryit  fa  fair, 
Sa  ying,  fa  aid,  fa  riche,  nor  yit  fa  peur, 
Quhair  evir  I  pafs,  owthir  lait  or  air, 
Jilon  put  thame  haill  on  fors  undir  roy  cure. 

M    A    N. 
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M    A    N. 

Sen  k  Is  ib,  that  nature  can  {6  wirk, 

That  yung  and  awld,  with  riche  and  peure,  mon  die; 

In  myyowtheid,  allace  !   I  wes  full  irk. 

Could  not  tak  tent  to  gyd  and  governe  me 

Ay  gude  to  do,  fra  evill  deids  to  fle, 

Treiland  ay  yowthheid  wold  with  me  abyde  ; 

Fullfiliand  evir  my  icnfualitie 

In  deidly  fyn,  and  fpecialy  in  pryd. 

D    E     T     H. 

Thairfoir  repent,  and  remord  thy  confcience  j 
Think  on  thir  wordis  I  now  upon  the  cry : 

0  v\rechit  man  !   O  full  of  ignorance  ! 
All  tliy  plefance  thow  fall  richtdeir  aby  ; 
Difpone  thyfelf,  and  cum  with  me  in  hy, 
Edderis,  alkis,  and  wormis  meit  for  to  be  ; 
Cum  quhen  I  call,  thow  ma  me  not  dcnny, 
Thocht  thow  warpaip,  emperour,  and  king  all  due, 

Man. 
Sen  it  is  fwa  fra  the  I  may  not  chaip^ 
This  wrechit  warld  for  me  heir  I  defy. 
And  to  the  deid,  to  lurk  under  thy  caip, 

1  offer  me  with  hairt  richt  humily  ; 
Befeiking  God,  the  divill,  myne  ennemy, 
No  power  haif  my  fawill  till  aifay : 
Jefus  on  the,  with  peteous  voce,  I  cry, 
Mercy  on  me  to  half  on  domilday. 

Robert  Henry sone. 
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j^galns  hefty  Creddcnce  cf  Titlaris. 

I. 

FAls  iklaris  now  growls  up  full  rank, 
Nocht  ympit  in  the  ftok  of  cheretie, 
Howping  at  thair  lord  to  get  grit  thank; 
Thay  haif  no  dreid  on  thair  nybouris  to  lie  ; 
Than  fowld  ane  Lord  awyfe  him  weill  I  fe, 
Quhen  ony  taill  is  brocht  to  his  prefence, 
Gif  it  be  groundit  in  to  veretie. 
Or  he  thuirto  gif  heftcly  creddence. 

II. 
Ane  v^orthy  lord  fowIJ  wey  ane  ta'ill  wyflie. 
The  tailltellar,  and  qiihome  of  it  is  tald ; 
Gif  it  be  faid  for  luve,  or  for  invy. 
And  gif  the  tailisman  abyd  at  it  he  wald ; 
Than  eftirwart  the  parteis  fowld  be  cald, 
For  thair  excufe  to  mak  lawfull  defence  ; 
Than  fowld  ane  lord  the  ballance  evinly  hald. 
And  gif  not  at  the  fir  ft  heftie  ci'eddence. 

III. 

It  is  no  wirfchep  for  ane  nobill  lord. 
For  the  fals  tail  is  to  put  ane  trew  man  doun, 
And  gevand  creddence  to  the  firft  rccoird, 
He  will  not  heir  his  excufatioun ; 
The  tittillaris  fo  in  his  eir  can  roun. 
The  innocent  may  get  no  awdience  : 
Ryme  as  it  may,  thair  is  no  reflbun, 
To  gif  till  taillis  heftely  creddence. 


IV. 
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IV. 

Tlitr  teltellaris  oft  tymes  dois  grit  fkaitii. 
And  raiffis  mortall  feid  and  dilcrepance, 
And  makis  lordis  with  thau'  ferwands  wreitb, 
And  baneift  be  without  cryme  perchance. 
It  is  the  grund  of  ftryf  and  all  diftance, 
Moir  perellus  than  ony  peftillence, 
Ane  lord  in  flatterreris  to  haif  plefance. 
Or  to  gif  lyaris  heftely  creddence. 

v; 

O  thow  wyfe  lord  !  quhen  cumis  a  flatten'er 
The  for  to  pleis,   and  hurt  the  innocent, 
Will  tell  ane  taill  of  thy  familiar; 
Thov/  fowld  the  parteis  call  incontinent, 
And  fitt  doun  fadly  in  tojugement, 
And  ferche  the  caus  weill  or  thow  gif  fentence. 
Or  eilis  heireftir,  in  cais  thow  may  repent, 
That  thow  to  tailis  gaif  fo  grit  creddence. 

\T. 

O  wicket  tung  !  fawand  di<renticun. 
Of  fals  taillis    to  tell  that  will  not  tyre, 
Moir  perellus  than  ony  fell  pufoun, 
The  paine  of  hell  thow  fall  haif  to  thy  hyrc.. 
Richtfwa  thay  fall  that  hes  joy  or  defyre. 
To  gife  his  eir  to  lieird  with  patience^ 
For  of  difcord  it  kendillis  niony  fyre, 
Throwch  geving  tailis  hcilely  creddence. 

VII. 
Bakbyttarls  to  heir  it  is  no  bowrd. 
For  thay  ar  excommunicat  in  all  place  ; 
Thre  perfonis  feverall  he  flayis  with  ane  wowrd, 
Himfelf,  the  heivar,  and  the  man  faiklace. 

M  3  Within 
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Within  an  hude  he  has  ane  dowbill  face, 
Ane  bhidy  tung,  undir  a  fair  pretence. 
I  iay  no  moir  ;  bot  God  grant  lordis  grace, 
To-gife  totailis  nocht  heftely  creddence. 

Robert  Henrysonh, 


7hi 
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The  thre  Deid  Povjis, 

I. 

OSinfull  man  !  into  this  mortall  fe^ 
Quhilk  is  the  vaill  of  mournyng  and  of  cair| 
With  gaiftly  ficht,  behold  our  heidls  thre, 
Oure  holkit  eine,  oure  peilit  powis  bair. 
As  ye  ar  now,  into  this  warld  we  wair, 
Als  frefche,  als  fair,  als  lufly  to  behald  ; 
C^han  thow  lukis  on  this  futh  exemplair. 
Off  thy  felf,  man,  thow  may  be  richt  unbald. 

II. 

For  futh  it  i3-,  that  every  man  mortall 
Mon  fuffer  deid,  and  de,   that  lyfe  has  tane  ; 
Na  erdly  ftait  aganis  deid  ma  prevail! ; 
The  hour  of  deth  and  place  is  uncertane, 
Quhilk  is  referrit  to  the  hie  God  allane  : 
Herefoir  haif  mynd  of  deth,    that  thow  mon  dy  5 
This  fair  exampill  to  fe  quotidiane, 
Sowld  caufe  all  men  fro  wicket  vycis  fie. 

III. 
O  wantone  yowth  !  als  frefche  as  lufty  May, 
Fared  of  flowris,  renewit  quhyt  and  rjid, 
Behald  our  heidis,  O  lufty  gallands  gay ! 
Full  lalthly  thus  fall  ly  thy  lully  held, 
Holkit  and  how,  and  wallowit  as  the  weid, 
Thy  crampland  hair,  and  eik  thy  criftall  ene  ; 
Full  cairfully  conclud  fall  dulefull  deid, 
Thy  example  heir  be  us  it  may  be  fcne. 

IV. 
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IV. 

O  ladeis  quhyt  in  claithis  corrufcant, 
Poleift  with  perle,  and  mony  pretius  ftane  ; 
With  palpis  quhyt,  and  hals  elegant, 
Sirculit  with  gold,    and  lapheris  mony  ane ; 
Your  fingearis  fmall,  quhyt  as  quhailis  bane, 
Arrayitwith  ringis,  and  mony  rubeis  reid  ; 
As  we  ly  thus,  lb  fall  ye  ly  ilk  ane, 
With  peilit  powis,  and  holkit  thus  your  heid.. 

V. 

O  wofull  pryd  !   the  rute  of  all  diftrefs. 
With  humill  hairt  upoun  our  powis  pens : 
Man,  for  thy  mifs,  afk  mercy  with  meiknefs  ; 
Againis  deid  na  man  may  mak  defeas. 
The  emperor,  for  all  his  excellens. 
King  and  quene,    and  eik  all  erdly  ftait, 
Peure  and  riche,  fall  be  but  differens, 
Turnit  in  as,  and  thus  in  erd  tranflait. 

VI. 

This  queftioun  quha  can  obfolve  lat  fee, 
Quhat  phifnamour,  or  perfyt  palmefter, 
Quha  was  fareft,  or  fowlefl  of  us  thre  ? 
Or  quhilk  of  us  of  kin  was  gentillar, 
Or  maift  excellent  in  fcience  or  in  hire, 
In  art,  mufic,    or  in  aftronomye  ? 
Heir  fould  be  your  ftudy  and  repair. 
And  think,  as  thus,  all  your  heidis  mon  be., 

VII. 
O  febill  aige  !  drawand  neir  the  dalt 
Of  dully  deid,   and  hes  thy  dayis  compleir, 
Behald  our  heidis  with  murning  and  regrait ; 
Fall  on  thy  kneis,  alk  grace  at  God  greit, 

With 
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With  orifonis,  and  haly  falmes  Avelt, 
Befeikand  him  on  the  to  haif  mercy. 
Now  of  our  faulis  bydand  the  decreit 
Of  his  Godheid,   quhen  he  fall  call  and  try. 

VIII. 

iMs  we  exhort,  that  every  man  mortall. 

For  his  faik  that  maid  all  thingis  of  nocht. 

For  our  fawlis  to  pray  in  gcnerall. 

To  Jefus  Chryft,   of  hevyn  and  erd  the  king, 

That  throuch  his  blade  we  may  ay  leif  and  ring, 

With  the  hie  Fader  be  eternitie, 

The  Sone  alfwa,  the  Haly  Gaiil  coiiding, 

Thre  knit  in  ane  be  perfyt  unitie. 

Patrick  Johnstoun, 


Sons 
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Sons  exylit  thro<w  Pryd, 

I. 

SOns  hes  bene  ay  exilit  out  of  ficht, 
Sen  every  knaif  wes  cled  in  filkin  weid  ; 
Welfair  and  welth  ar  went  without  gud  nicht. 
And  in  thair  rowmls  remanis  derth  and  neid : 
Pryd  is  amangis  us  enterit,  bot  God  fpeid. 
And  lerd  our  lordis  to  go  lefs  and  mair 
With  filkin  gownis,  and  feilaris  tume  and  bair. 

II. 

Now  ane  fmall  barronis  riche  abelycment. 
In  filk,  in  furreingis,  chenyels,  and  uthir  geir, 
Micht  furnreis  fourty  into  jak  and  Iplent, 
Weill  bodin  at  his  bak  with  bow  and  fpeir  j 
It  war  full  raeit,   gif  it  happinis  be  weir. 
That  all  this  pryd  of  filk  war  quyt  laid  doun. 
And  chengit  in  jak,  knapfcha,   and  abirgoun» 

iir. 

Wald  all  the  lordis  lay  up  thair  riche  arrayls, 
And  gar  unfulyeit  keip  thame  clene  and  fair. 
And  weir  tharae  bot  on  hie  triumphand  dayis, 
And  quhen  flrangeris  dois  in  this  realme  repair  ; 
They  neidit  not  for  to  buy  filkis  mair 
Thir  twenty  yeir,  for  thame  and  thair  fucceffioun^ 
Gif  fmfull  pryd  nocht  blindit  thair  difcrctioun. 

IV. 

Thair  men  alfo  mon  be  bot  fmyt  or  fmoit, 

Fra  his  caproufy  be  with  ribbanis  left. 

With  welwet  bordour  about  his  threid-bair  coit. 

On  woman- wuyis,  weill  tyit  about  his  v.eftj 

His  hat  on  fyd  fet  up  for  ony  heft  ; 

For  hichtines  the  culroin  dois  miiken 

His  awin  maiftcr,  als  weill  us  uthir  men. 


I  143  ] 

V. 

Qiiha  fynnis  in  pryd,    dois  firfl:  to  God  grevance, 

Quhilk  out  of  hevin  to  hell  gaif  it  ane  fall ; 

Syne  of  himfelf  he  weftis  his  fubftance 

Sa  lerge,    that  it  ourpaflis  his  ran  tall  ; 

His  peur  tennentis  he  dois  opprefs  with  all  : 

His  coiflly  gown,  with  taill  fo  wyd  outfpred. 

His  naikit  fermouris  garris  hungry  go  to  bed. 


Johr.e 
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Johne  Up-on-lafids  Cemplaint. 

I. 

NOW  is  our  king  in  tendir  aige, 
Chryft  conferf  him  in  his  eild, 
To  do  juftice  bath  to  man  and  pege. 
That  garris  our  hind  ly  lang  unteild  ; 
Thocht  we  do  dowble  pay  thair  wege, 
Pur  commonis  prefently  now  ar  peild, 
Thay  ryd  about  in  fik  a  rege 
Be  frith,  forreft,  and  feild, 

With  bow,  bucklar,  and  brand  : 
Lo,  quhair  thay  ryd  intill  the  ry. 
The  divill  mot  fane  your  company, 
I  pray  fro  my  heart  trewly  : 

Thus  faid  Johne  Up-on-la/id. 

II 

He  that  wes  wont  to  beir  the  barrowis, 
Betwixt  the  baik-hous  and  the  brew  hous, 
On  twenty  ihilling  now  he  tarrowis, 
To  ryd  the  he  gait  by  the  plewis  : 
But  wer  I  a  king,  and  haif  gud  fallowis, 
In  Norroway  thay  fuld  heir  of  newis  ; 
I  fuld  him  tak,    and  all  his  marrowis. 
And  hing  thame  hich  upon  yone  hewis, 

And  thairto  plichtis  my  hand  : 
Thir  loruis  and  barronis  grit, 
Upown  ane  gallows  fuld  I  knit. 
That  thus  doun  treddit  has  our  quhit ; 

Thus  faid  Johne  Up-cn-land. 

III. 

Wald  the  lordis  the  lawis  that  leidls, 
To  hufbands  do  gud  reffone  and  fkilJ, 
To  chaftanis  thir  chiitaris  be  the  heidis, 
And  hing  thame  heich  ti^oun  ane  hill  j 

Thsr 
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Than  mycht  hufbands  labour  thair  fteids, 
And  preiftis  mycht  pattir  and  pray  thair  fill ; 
For  hufbands  fuld  nocht  half  flc  pleids, 
Baith  fcheip  and  nolt  mycht  ly  full  fliil, 

And  ftakis  ftill  mycht  (land  : 
For  fen  thay  red  amang  our  durris. 
With  fplent  on  fpald,  arxd  roufty  fpurris, 
Thair  grew  no  frutt  intill  our  furris  : 

Thus  faid  Jchne-Up-on-land. 

IV. 

Tak  a  pur  man  a  fcheip  or  f^^'o. 

For  hungir,  or  for  fait  of  fudc. 

To  five  or  fex  wie  bairnis,  or  mo, 

They  will  him  hing  with  raipis  rud  ; 

Bot  and  he  tak  a  flok  or  two, 

A  bow  of  ky,  and  lat  thame  blud> 

Full  falfly  may  he  ryd  or  go  : 

I  wait  nocht  gif  thir  lawis  be  gud  ; 

I  fchrew  thame  firll  thame  fand. 
Jefu,  for  thy  holy  paffioun. 
Thou  grant  Iiim  grace  that  weiris  the  crown. 
To  ding  thir  mony  kingis  doun  : 

This  faid  Johne  Up-on-la?:d. 


N  7# 
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To  King  James  V. 

I. 

SIR,  fen  of  men  ar  divers  fortis. 
And  divers  paftymes  and  difportis, 
According  ar  for  ilk  degre  ; 
All  thy  trew  lieges  the  exortis, 
To  knaw  thy  Ryall  Majeftie. 

II. 
And  mark  In  thy  memorlall 
Thy  predecefTours  parentall ; 
Quhais  frufluous  fatis,   and  deids  he, 
Maks  thair  fame  perpetual!. 
Throw  potent,  princely  majeftie. 

III. 
Sen  throvv'  the  erd,  in  lenth  and  breid, 
Thow  art  the  moft  illuftir  leid. 
And  moft  preclair  of  progenie  ; 
Think  thairupoun,  and  cans  thy  deid 
Appreif  thy  Princely  Majeftie. 

IV. 
And  play  nocht  bpt  at  honeft  playis. 
As  princis  ufit  afoir  thy  dayis  ; 
Halking,    hunting,    and  archery, 
Jufting,  and  cheifs,    that  none  gane  fayis 
Unto  thy  Princely  Majeftie. 

V. 

To  play  with  dyce  nor  cairts  accords 
To  the,  bot  with  thy  noble  lords. 
Or  with  the  Queue  thy  moder  fre  ; 
To  play  with  pure  men  difaccords. 
And  mars  thy  Ryall  Majeftie. 


VI. 
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VI. 

But  gif  tliow  think  quiien  thow  begynnis. 
To  gif  agane  all  that  thow  wynnis. 
To  thame  about  that  ferwis  the  ; 
To  hald  fic  wynning  fchamc  and  fyn  is^ 
And  far  fra  Princely  Majeftie. 

VII. 

Anc  prudent  prince  eik  I'uld  be  war, 
And  for  no  play  the  tyme  diftar, 
Quhen  he  fuld  Godis  fervice  fe  ; 
And  gif  he  dois,  weill  fay  I  dar, 
He  hurtishis  Ryall  Majeftie. 

VIIL 
To  princis  eik  It  is  ane  vice, 
Till  ufe  playing  for  cuvatyce; 
To  ryd  or  rin  our  reklellie, 
Or  flyd  with  lads  upoun  the  yce, 
Accords  not  for  thair  Majeftie. 

IX. 

Think  that  thair  is  ane  King  of  kingis, 
Our  heving,  erd,  and  hell,  that  riugis  ; 
Quilk,  with  the  twynkling  of  ane  e. 
Ma  do  and  undo  all  kyn  thingis; 
So  mervellus  is  his  Majeftie. 

X. 

Se  thow  pray  to  that  famyne  King, 
Going  to  bed  and  upryling, 
Thy  gyd  and  governour  ay  to  be  ; 
Qiiha  grant  the  grace  toryfs  and  fmg 
With  niTcht  and  Ryall  Majeftie. 

Stewart. 

N  2  r* 
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To  King  James  V. 

I. 

ReccUenJ  Prince  !  havand  prerogatyve 
As  rowy  royal  I  m  this  regioun  to  ripg, 
I  the  befeik  aganis  thy  luft  to  ftryve. 
And  loufe  thy  God  aboif  all  maner  of  thing  j 
And  him  imploir,  now  in  thy  yeiris  ying, 
To  grant  the  grace  thy  folk  to  defend 
Quhilk  he  hes  gevin  the,  in  governing 
In  peax  and  honour  to  thy  lyvis  end. 

II. 

And  fen  thow  ftandis  in  fo  tendir  aige. 
That  natur  to  the  yit  wofdome  denyis  ; 
Thairfoir  fubmit  the  to  thy  counfale  feige. 
And  in  all  wayis  wirk  as  thay  devyis  : 
Bot  ovir  all  thing  keip  the  fra  cuvatyis  ; 
To  princely  honour  gife  thow  wald  pretend, 
Be  hberall ;  than  fall  thy  fame  upryis. 
And  wyn  the  henour  to  thy  lyvis  end. 

III. 

It  that  thow  gevis,   deliver  quhen  thow  hechtis, 
And  fuffir  nocht  thy  hand  thy  hecht  delay  ; 
For  than  thy  hecht  and  thy  deliverance  fechtis  ; 
Far  bettir  war  thy  hecht  had  biddin  away. 
He  aw  me  nocht  that  layis  nie  fchortly  nay  ; 
Bot  he  that  hechtis,  and  caufis  me  attend, 
Syne  gevis  me  nocht,  I  may  him  repute  ay 
Anc  untrew  dettour  to  my  lyvis  end. 


IV'. 
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IV. 

Bettir  is  gut  in  feit,  nor  cramp  in  handis : 
The  fait  of  feit  with  hors  thow  may  fupport ; 
Bot  quhen  thyn  handis  ar  bundin  in  with  bandis, 
Na  furrlglane  may  cure  thame,  nor  confort : 
Bot  thow  thame  oppin  paynt.it  as  a  port. 
And  frely  gife  fic  guds  as  God  the  fend ; 
Than  may  thay  mend  within  ane  felfone  fchort, 
And  win  the  honour  to  thy  lyvis  end. 

V. 

Gife  every  man  eftir  his  faculty, 
And  with  difcrctioun  thow  difpone  thygeir; 
Gife  nocht  to  fulis,  and  cunning  men  ourfe, 
Thocht  fulis  roun  and  flatter  in  thyne  eir ; 
Gife  nocht  to  theme  that  dois  thy  fawis  fueir ; 
Gii^  to  thame  that  ar  trew  and  conftant  kend  ; 
Than  our  all  quhair  thay  fall  thy  fame  furth  beir. 
And  win  the  honour  to  thy  lyvis  end. 

vr. 

Sen  thow  art  heid,  tliy  leges  membcris  aii 

Gevin  be  God  [unto]  thy  governance, 

Luke  that  thou  rewll  the  rute  originall  ; 

That  in  thy  fiilt  no  membir  mak  uthyris  grcvancc. 

For  quha  can  nocht  himfelf  gyd  nor  awance, 

Quhy  fuld  ane  provynce  do  on  him  depend, 

To  gyd  himfelf  that  hes  na  purvcance 

With  pcax  and  honour  to  thy  lyvis  end. 

VII. 
Dreid  God  ;  do  counfale  ;  of  thy  lelges  leiil 
Reward  gud  deid  ;   puneis  all  wrang  and  vice  ; 
Se  that  thy  faw  be  iicker  as  thy  fcill ; 
Fleme  frawd,  and  be  defender  of  juflyce  ; 

N  3  Honor  :^ 
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Honour  all  tynie  thy  noble  genetryce  ; 
Obey  the  kirk;  gifthow  dois  mifs,  amend; 
Sa  fall  thow  win  ane  place  in  paradyce. 
And  raak  in  erd  ane  honourable  end . 


Stewart. 


htrges, 
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Lerges,  Urges,   Urges  hay, 
Lerges  of  this  Ne-Mi-yeir  Day . 

I. 

FIrft  lerges  [ofj  the  king  my  cheif, 
Quhilk  come  als  quiet  as  a  theif. 
And  in  my  hand  fled  fchillings  tway^ 
To  put  his  lergnes  to  the  preif, 
For  lerges  of  this  new-yeir  day. 

II. 

Syne  lerges  of  my  Lord  Chanccllar, 
Quhen  I  to  him  ane  ballat  bare. 
He  fonyeit  not,  nor  faid  me  nay, 
Botgaif  me,  quhill  I  wad  had  mair. 
For  lerges  of  this  new-yeir  day. 

III. 
Of  Galloway  the  bifchop  new, 
Furth  of  my  hand  ane  ballat  drew. 
And  me  deliverit  with  delay 
Ane  fair  hacknay,  but  hyd  or  hew. 
For  lerges  of  this  new-yeir  day. 

IV. 

[Of  Halie-rud]  the  abbot  ying, 
I  did  to  him  ane  ballat  bring  ; 
Bot  or  I  paffit  far  him  frae, 
I  gat  na  les,  nor  deill  a  thing. 
For  lerges  of  this  new-yeir  day. 

V. 

The  fecretar,  balth  war  and  wyfe, 
Hecht  me  ane  kafl;  of  his  office  ; 
And  for  to  reid  my  bill  alsway, 
He  faid  for  him  that  micht  fuffyce, 
For  lerges  of  this  new-yeir  day. 


VI. 
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VI. 

The  theHiurar  and  comptrollar. 
They  bad  me  cume,  I  wait  nocht  quhair. 
And  thay  fuld  gar,  I  wait  not  quha, 
Gif  me,  I  wait  nocht  quhat,  full  fair. 
For  lerges  of  this  new-yeir  day. 

VII. 
Now  lerges  of  my  lordis  all, 
Bayth  temporall  ftait,   and  fpirituall, 
Myfelf  fail  evir  fmg  and  fay, 
I  haif  thame  fund  fo  liberall 
Of  lerges  on  this  new-yeir  day. 

VIII. 
Fowll  fall  this  froft  that  is  fo  fell,. 
It  hes  the  wyt,  the  trewth  to  tell, 
Baith  hands  and  purs  it  bindis  fway, 
Thay  may  gife  naithing  bye  thame  fell, 
For  lerges  of  this  new-yeir  day. 

IX. 

Now  lerges  of  my  Lord  Bothivell, 
The  quilk  in  fredome  dois  excell; 
He  gaif  to  me  a  curfour  gray, 
Worth  all  this  fort  that  I  wich  mell, 
For  lerges  of  this  new-yeir  day. 

X. 

Grit  God  releif /l'/t(r^.7/v/  our  Quene  ; 
For  and  fcho  war  as  j'cho  hes  bene, 
Scho  wald  be  lerger  of  lufray, 
Than  ail  the  iaif  that  I  of  mene, 
For  lerges  of  this  new-yeir  day. 

Stewart. 
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Sir  Penny. 

I. 

RYcht  fane  wa'd  I  my  quentans  mak 
With  Sir  Penny  ;    and  wat  ye  quhy  ? 
He  is  a  man  will  undertak 
Lands  for  to  fell,  and  [als  to]  by  ; 
Thairfoir,  me  think,  rycht  fane  wuld  I3 
With  him  in  fellofchip  to  i-epair  ; 
Bccaus  he  is  in  cumpany 
Ane  noble  gyd  bayth  lait  and  air. 

II. 

Sir  Pen77y  for  till  hald  in  hand. 
His  cumpany  thay  think  fo  fweit, 
Sum  givis  na  cair  to  fell  his  land, 
With  gud  Sir  Penny  for  to  meit ; 
Becaufe  he  is  a  noble  fpreit, 
Ane  fur  thy  man,  and  ane  forfeand  ; 
Thair  is  no  mater  to  end  complcit, 
Quhill  he  fett  to  his  feili  and  hand. 

III. 

Sir  Penny  is  a  vailyeant  man, 
OfFmekle  ftrenthand  dignitie, 
And  evir  fen  the  warld  began, 
In  to  this  land  autorcift  is  he  :, 
With  king  and  queue  may  ye  nocht  fe. 
They  treit  him  ay  fo  tendirly, 
That  thair  can  na  thing  cnditbe. 
Without  him  in  thair  cumpany. 


iV 
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IV. 

1^//-  Penny  is  a  man  of  law, 
Witt  ye  Weill,   bayth  wyis  and  war. 
And  mony  relfonis  can  furth  fchaw, 
Qulien  he  is  ftandand  at  the  bar ; 
Is  nane  fo  wyis  can  him  defar, 
Quhen  he  proponis  furth  ane  pie, 
Nor  yit  fa  hardy  man  that  dar 
SirPef;?iy  tyne,  or  diffobey. 

V. 

Sir  Penny  is  baith  fcherp  and  wyis. 
The  kirks  to  fteir  he  takks  on  hand  j 
Difponar  he  is  of  benefyis. 
In  to  this  realme,  our  all  the  land. 
Is  none  fo  wicht  dar  him  ganeftand  ;_ 
So  wyifly  can  Sir  Penny  wirk. 
And  als  Sir  Synio7iy  his  ferwand. 
That  now  is  gydar  of  the  kii-k, 

VI. 

Gif  to  the  courte  thow  maks  repair. 

And  thow  haif  materis  to  proclame, 

Thow  art  unable  weill  to  fair. 

Sir  Penny  and  thow  leif  at  hame. 

To  bring  him  furth  thynk  thow  na  fchame, 

I  do  ye  weill  to  underlland; 

Into  thy  bag  beir  thow  his  name. 

Thy  mater  cummis  the  bettir  till  hand. 

VII. 
Sir  Penny  now  is  maid  ane  owle, 
Thay  wirk  him  mckle  tray  and  tene, 
Thay  hald  him  in  quhill  he  hair-mowle. 
And  niiikis  him  blind  of  baith  his  cue  ; 

Thairov, 


C    IS5    3 

Tliairowt  he  is  bot  feyndill  fene, 
Sa  faft  thairain  they  can  him  fteik. 
That  pure  commownis  can  nocht  obtene 
Ane  day  to  byd  with  him  tofpeik 


Perrell 


156    3 


Perrell  in  Paramours, 

I. 

ALIace  !   fo  fobir  is  the  micht 
Of  wemen  for  to  mjik  debait, 
Incontrair  menis  fubtell  flicht, 
Quhilk  ar  fulfillit  with  difTait ; 
With  treflbne  fo  intoxicait 
Are  mennis  mowthis  at  all  ouris, 
Quhome  in  to  treft  no  woman  wait ; 
Sic  perrell  lyis  in  pjframouris, 

II. 

Sum  fueris  that  he  luvis  fo  welll, 
That  he  will  de  without  remeid, 
Bot  gife  that  he  hir  freindichip  feill, 
That  garris  him  fic  langour  leid  ; 
Andthocht  he  haif  no  dout  of  fpeid, 
Yet  will  he  fich  and  fchaw  grit  fchouris, 
As  he  wald  fterfe  in  to  that  fteid  ; 
Sic  perrell  lies  in  paramouris. 

III. 

Athis  to  fuere,  and  giftis  to  hecht, 
Moir  than  he  has  thretty  fold. 
And  for  hir  honour  for  to  fecht, 
Quhill  that  his  blude  becummis  cold  j 
Bot  fra  fcho  to  his  willis  yold, 
Adew,    fair  weill  thir  fomer  flouris, 
All  grows  in  glafs  that  femit  gold ; 
Sic  perrell  Jyis  in  paramouris. 


IV. 
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IV. 
Tli.an  turnis  he  his  faill  annone. 
And  paffis  to  ane  uthir  port ; 
Thocht  fcho  be  nevir  fo  wo-begonej 
Hir  calrisc  auld  ar  his  confort. 
Heirfoir  I  pray  in  termys  fchort, 
Chryft  keip  thir  birdis  tricht  in  bowrk, 
Fra  fals  luvaris,  and  thair  refort ; ' 
Sic  perrell  lyes  in  paramouris. 
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The  JV.o'Vj'ing  of  J  ok  and  Jjnny. 


Obeyns  Jok  come  to  wow  our  Jynny, 
On  our  feift-evin  quhen  we  wer  fow ; 
Scho  brankit  faft,  and  maid  hir  bony, 
And  faid,  Jok,  come  ye  for  to  wow  ? 
Scho  burneift  hir  baith  breift  and  brow. 
And  maid  her  cleir  as  ony  clok  ; 
Than  fpak  hir  deme,  and  faid,  I  trow. 
Ye  come  to  wow  our  Jynny,  Jok. 

11. 

Jok  faid,  Forfuth  I  yern  full  fane, 

To  luk  my  heid,  and  fit  doun  by  yow. 

Than  fpak  hir  modir,  and  faid  agane, 

]\Iy  bairne  hes  tocher-gud  to  ge  yow. 

Te  he,  quoth  Jynny,  kcik,  keik,   I  fe  yow  ;. 

Muder,  yone  man  maks  you  a  mok  ; 

I  fchro  the  lyar,  full  leis  me  yow, 

I  come  to  wow  your  Jynny,  quoth  Jok. 

III. 

My  berne,  fcho  fayis,  hes  of  hir  awin, 
Ane  gufs,  ane  gryce,  ane  cok,  ane  hen, 
Ane  calf,  ane  hog,  ane  fate -braid  fawin, 
Ane  kirn,  ane  pin,  that  ye  weill  ken, 
Ane  pig,  ane  pot,  ane  raip  thair  ben, 
Ane  fork,  ane  flaik,  ane  reill,  ane  rok, 
Difchis  and  dublaris  nyne  or  ten  : 
Come  ye  to  wow  our  Jynny,  Jok  \ 


IV. 
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IV. 

Ane  blanket,  and  ane  wecht  alfo, 
Ane  fchule,  ane  fcheit,  and  ane  lang  flaii, 
Ane  ark,  ane  almry,  and  laidills  two, 
Ane  mllk-fyth,  with  ane  fwyne  tail], 
Ane  rowfty  quhittill  to  fcheir  the  kailli 
Ane  quheiilj   ane  me'I  the  beir  to  knok, 
Ane  coig,  and  caird  wantand  ane  naill ; 
Come  ye  to  wow  our  Jynnvj  J  ok  ? 

V. 

Ane  furme,  ane  furlet,  ane  pott,  ane  pek, 

Ane  tub,  ane  barrow,  with  ane  quheilband,- 

Ane  turs,  ane  troch,  and  ane  meil-fek,. 

Ane  fpurtill  braid,  and  ane  elwand. 

Jok  tuk  Jynny  be  the  hand, 

And  cryd,  Anefeift;  and  flew  ane  cok. 

And  maid  a  brydell  up  alhmd  ; 

Now  haif  I  gottin  your  Jynny,  quoth  Jok. 

VI. 

Now,  deme,   I  haif  your  bairne  mareit  5 
Suppois  ye  mak  it  nevir  fa  tuche, 
I  latt  you  wit  fchois  nocht  milkarrit. 
It  is  Weill  kcnd  I  haif  anuch  : 
Ane  crukit  gleyd  fell  our  ane  huch, 
Ane  fpaid,  ane  fpeit,  ane  fpur,  ane  fok, 
Withouttin  oxin  I  haif  a  pluche 
To  gang.togiddir  Jynny  and  Jok, 

VII. 

I  haif  ane  belter,  and  eik  ane  hek, 
Ane  coird,  ane  crcill,  and  als  an  cradillj 
Fyfe  fidder  of  raggis  to  ftuff  ane  jak, 
Ane  auld  pannell  of  ane  laid  fadill,. 

O  2  Ane 
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Ane  pepper-polk  maid  of  a  padell, 

Ane  fpounge,  ane  fpindill  wantand  ane  nok, 

Twa  lufty  lippis  to  lik  ane  laiddill. 

To  gang  togidder  Jynny  and  Jok. 

VIII. 
Ane  brechame,  and  twa  brochis  fyne 
Weill  buklit  with  a  brydill  renye, 
Ane  fark  maid  of  the  linkome  twyne, 
Ane  gay  grene  cloke  that  will  nocht  ftenye ; 
And  yit  for  mifter  I  will  nocht  fenye, 
Fyve  hundirth  fieis  now  in  a  flok. 
Call  ye  nocht  than  ane  joly  menye. 
To  gang  togiddir  Jynny  and  Jok  ? 

IX. 

Ane  trene,  truncheour,  ane  ramehorae  fpone, 

Twa  buttis  of  barkit  blafnit  ledder. 

All  graith  that  gains  to  hobbill  fchone, 

Ane  thrawcruk  to  twyne  ane  tedder, 

Ane  brydill,  ane  grith,  and  ane  fwyne  bledder. 

Ane  mafkene-fatt,  ane  fetterit  lok, 

Ane  fcheip  weill  kepit  fra  ill  wedder. 

To  gang  togiddir  Jynny  and  Jok. 

X. 

Tak  thair  for  my  parte  of  the  feift  ; 
It  is  Weill  knawiii  I  am  weill  bodin  ; 
Ye  may  nocht  fay  my  parte  is  leift. 
The  wyfe  faid,  fpeid,  the  kaill  ar  foddin. 
And  ah  the  laverok  is  fuft  and  loddin; 
When  ye  haif  done  tak  hamc  the  brok. 
The  roll  wes  tuche,  fa  wer  thay  bodin  ; 
Syn  gaid  togiddir  bayth  Jenny  and  Jok, 


Fe^ 
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Feiv  viay  fend  for  Falfett. 

I. 

MY  mynd  quhen  I  compas  and  cafl. 
Me  think  this  warld  chengis  faft  : 
Quhen  God  thinkis  tyme  he  may  it  mend, 
Lawty  will  leif  us  at  the  laft  ; 
Ar  few  for  falfett  may  now  feud. 

n. 

Thift  and  treflbun  now  is  chereill, 
Law  and  lawtie  is  diflierreift. 
And  quyt  owt  of  this  regioun  fend ; 
Thift  and  treflbun  now  is  cherreift, 
Ac  few  for  falfett  now  may  fend. 

III. 

War  all  this  realme  in  two  devyddit, 
Lat  lawty  fync  and  falfett  gyddit, 
Quhome  on  v/ill  monieft  depend  ? 
Quha  wyfeft  is  can  not  diffydit : 
Ar  few  for  falfett  now  may  fend.. 

IV. 

No  man  is  countit  worth  a  peir, 
Bot  he  that  lies  gud  hors  and  geir^ 
And  gold  in  to  his  purs  to  fpend  ; 
The  peur  for  this  is  fpulyeit  neir ; 
Ar  few  for  falfett  now  may  fend. 

V. 

Haif  ane  peur  woman  ane  cow  or  twa. 
Glaidly  fcho  wald  gif  ane  of  tha 
To  haif  the  tother  at  the  ye:ris  end  ; 
Scho  may  thank  God  and  fcho  chaip  fa ;: 
Ar  few  for  fiilfelt  now  may  fend. 
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VI. 

Peur  hufband-men  leivis  on  thair  plewch, 
Thay  think  that  thay  ar  riche  annewch  ; 
Away  with  it  the  theivis  dois  wend, 
And  leivis  thame  bair  as  ony  bewch  : 
Arfew  for  falfett  now  may  fend, 

VII. 

The  rankeft  theif  of  this  regioun 
Dar  pertly  compeir  in  feffioun, 
And  to  the  tolbuth  fone  afcend, 
Syne  with  the  lordis  to  ralk  and  roun; 
Ar  few  for  falfett  now  may  fend. 

VIII. 

The  regentis  that  this  realme  fowld  gyd. 
For  fchame  ye  may  your  facis  hyd  : 
To  quhat  efFeft  fowld  ye  pretend 
So  flewthfully  to  lat  ovirflyd 
Sic  falfett  now  as  us  offend  ? 


^f 


C    163    3 


Of  Hap  at  Court. 

I. 

Roiling  in  my  remembrance. 
Of  court  the  daylie  variance^ 
Me  think  he  fuld  be  caliit  wife 
That  firft  maid  this  allegence, 
Bettirhap  to  court  nor  gud  fervyfs. 

II. 

For  fum  man  to  the  court  pretendis. 
And  that,  his  freinds  wan,  he  fpendis, 
Howping  in  honour  to  uprifs  ; 
Syne  wrechitly  but  guerdoun  wendls  : 
Bettir  hap  to  court  nor  gud  fervyfs. 

III. 
And  fum  dois  to  the  court  repair 
With  empty  purfs,  and  clethis  full  bair  j 
Yet  he  in  riches  multeplyfs. 
That  he  levis  thowfandis  to  his  air : 
Bettir  hap  to  court  nor  gud  fervyfs. 

IV. 
Sum  fervis  weill,  and  haldis  him  ftill. 
Putting  all  in  his  maifteris  will ; 
Bot  fic  unfervit  ar  oft  fyifs, 
Quhen  grokaris  gettis  that  thay  ferve  ill, 
Throw  hap,  and  for  no  gud  fervyfs. 

V. 

Sum  takis  reward  at  thair  awin  handisj 
Of  king  and  quenis  proper  landis  ; 
Bot  fad  for  thame  the  gallous  cryifs. 
That  our  lang  foliter  it  ftandis 
But  tharae  that  doisfic  fervyfs. 


VI. 
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vr. 

Sum  gettis  giftis  and  guerdoun  greit. 
That  nevir  did  for  gud  fervice  fueit; 
Sum  gettis  buddis,  fum  benifylfs  ; 
And  fum  dois  foly  conterfeit, 
And  wyanis  mare  nor  gud  Itrvyfs, 

VII. 
Sum  gettis  at  Yule,  fum  gettis  at  Pefs, 
Sum  lynis  fyifs,  and  wynnls  hot  efs, 
Sum  to  the  divlll  givis  the  dyifs, 
That  he  can  nevir  win  na  grace, 
Nowdir  throsv  hap  nor  gud  fervyfs. 

VIII. 
Rewaird  in  court  is  delt  fo  evin,. 
Sum  gettis  that  micht  fuffeis  fevin  y 
And  uthir  fum  in  langour  lyifs, 
Makand  ane  murmour  to  the  hevin. 
That  thay  get  nocht  for  gud  fervyfs. 

IX. 
The  nycht  the  court  fum  gydis  clene,. 
Thairin  the  morne  dar  nocht  be  fene, 
Mair  than  the  devill  in  paradyifs. 
Nor  fpeik  ane  word  with  king  nor  quene, 
Thocht  he  maid  nevir  fo  gud  fervyfs. 

X. 

Chryft  bring  our  king  to  perfyt  ege, 
With  wit,  fra  yowthis  fellon  regc, 
To  heJp  thame  that  in  liim  affyifs, 
And  pay  ilk  man  thair  conding  wege,. 
According  to  thair  g-ud  fervyfs. 


General 
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General  Satyre. 

I. 

ALL  rychtous  thing  the  quilk  dois  now  proceld. 
Is  crownit  lyk  unto  an  emperefs  ; 
Law  hes  defyit  guerdoun  and  his  meid, 
Settis  hir  trewth  on  hicht  as  [ane]  goddefs; 
Gud  faith  hes  flyttin  with  fraud  and  dowbilnefs. 
And  i  -idenfe  feis  all  thingis  that  cummis  beforne^ 
Following  the  trace  of  perfyte  llabilnefs, 
Als  evin  be  lyae  rycht  as  a  rammis  home. 

II. 

Princis  of  cuftome  mantenis  rycht  in  deld. 

And  prelettis  levis  in  clyne  perfytnefs, 

Knychtis  kivis,  God  wat,  bot  littill  falfheid. 

And  preiftis  hes  relFufit  all  riches. 

All  religioun  levis  in  holinefs  ; 

Thay  bene  in  vertew,  and  full  fair  upborne  ; 

Invy  in  court  can  no  man  fe  increfs  ; 

Als  leill  by  lyne  rycht  as  a  rammis  home. 

III. 

Marchands  of  louker  takes  bot  littill  hede, 
Thair  ufury  is  fetterit  with  difcrefs  ; 
And  for  to  fpeik  alfo  of  womanhede, 
Baneill;  fromc  thame  is  all  new  fangilnes  ; 
Thay  haif  left  pryd,  and  takin  [to]  meiknefs, 
Quhois  pacience  is  bot  newly  watt  and  fchorne  ; 
Thair  tungis  hes  no  tuiching  of  fcherpnefs ; 
Als  leill  by  lyne  rycht  as  a  rammis  home. 


IV. 
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IV. 

Pure  men  complenis  now,  bot  for  no  neid. 
The  riche  gevis  ay  feik  almoufs,  as  I  gefs  ; 
With  plenty  ay  the  hungry  thay  do  feid, 
Clethis  the  nakit  in  thair  wrechitnes  ; 
And  cherite  is  now  a  cheif  maiftrefs ; 
Sklander  fra  her  toung  hes  pullit  out  the  thorne, 
Difcretioun  dois  all  hir  lawis  exprefs, 
Als  leill  by  lyne  rycht  as  a  rammis  home. 

V. 

Out  of  this  land,  or  ellis  God  forbede-, 
Baneill:  is  fraud,  falHieid,  and  fekilcefs  ; 
Flattery  is  fled,  and  that  for  verry  drede ; 
Both  riche  and  pure  hes  takin  thame  to  fadneis  j 
Lauboraris  wirkis  with  all  thair  beffinefs  ; 
Day  nor  nycht,  nor  hour,  can  be  forborne 
Bot  fwynk  and  fueit,  to  voyd  all  ydilnefs  ; 
Als  leill  by  lyne  rycht  as  a  rammis  home. 

VI. 

Princis  rememberis,  and  providently  takis  hede. 

How  vertew  is  of  vyce  a  he  goddefs; 

Our  faith  nocht  haltis,  we  leif  evin  as  our  crede 

In  wird  and  deid,  as  wark  berris  witnefs  ; 

All  ipocritis  hes  left  thair  frawardnefs ; 

Thus  weidit  is  the  poppill  fra  the  corne; 

And  every  ftait  is  goveniit,  as  I  gefs, 

Als  kill  by  lyne  rycht  as  a  rammis  home. 
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{?/  Men  evill  to  pleifs. 

I. 

FOure  mener  of  men  are  evill  to  [pleis]  ; 
Ane  is,  that  riches  hes  and  eifs, 
Gold,  filver,  corne,  cattell,  and  ky, 
And  wald  haif  part  fra  uthiris  by. 

II. 
Ane  uthir  is  of  land  and  rent. 
So  grit  a  lord,  and  fo  potent, 
That  he  may  not  it  rewill  nor  gy. 
And  yet  wald  haif  fra  uthirts  by. 

III. 
The  thrid  dois  eik  fo  dourly  drink, 
And  aill  and  wyne  within  him  fmk, 
QuhilJ  in  his  wame  no  rowm  be  dry, 
And  yet  wald  haif  fra  uthiris  by. 

IV. 

The  lafl:  that  hes,  of  nobill  blude, 
Ane  lufty  lady  fair  and  gude, 
Boith  vertewis,  wyifs,  and  womanly, 
Bot  yet  wald  haif  ane  uthir  by. 

V. 

In  end,   no  wicht  I  can  perfaif 
Of  gude  fo  grit  aboundance  haif, 
Nor  in  this  warld  fu  welthful  wy, 
Bot  yet  he  wald  haif  uthir  by. 

VI. 

Bot  yit  of  all  this  gold  and  gud, 
Or  uthir  conyie,  to  conclude, 
Quha  evir  it  hais,  it  is  not  I  ; 
It  gois  fra  me  to  uthiris  by. 


Of 
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Of  Covetice, 

I. 

FRedome,  honour,  and  nobilnes, 
Meid,  manheid,  mirth,  and  gentilncs, 
Ar  now  in  court  reput  as  vyce. 
And  all  for  caus  of  covetice. 

II. 
All  weilfair,  welth,  and  wantones, 
Ar  chengit  into  wretchitnes. 
And  play  is  fett  at  littill  price; 
And  all  for  caus  of  covetyce. 

III. 
Halking,  hunting,  and  fwlft  horfe  rynning, 
Ar  chengit  all  in  wrangus  wynning  ; 
Thair  is  no  play  bot  cartis  and  dyce  j 
And  all  for  caus  of  covetyce. 

IV. 
Honorable  houfe-haldis  ar  all  laid  doun ; 
Ane  laird  hes  with  him  but  a  loun, 
That  lelds  him  eftir  his  devyce  ; 
And  all  for  caus  of  covetyce. 

V. 

In  burghis  to  land  wart  and  to  fie, 
Quhair  wes  plefour  and  grit  plentie, 
Venefoun,  wyld-fowl,  w^me,  and  fpicc, 
Ar  now  decayid  thruch  covetyce. 

VI. 

Hufbandis  that  grangis  had  full  grete, 
Cattcll  and  come  to  fell  and  ete, 
Hes  now  no  beill  bot  cattis  and  myce  ; 
And  all  thruct  caus  of  covetyce. 


VII.   ' 
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VII. 

Honeft  yemen  in  every  toun, 
War  wont  to  weir  baith  reid  and  broun, 
Ar  now  arrayit  in  raggis  with  lyce  j 
And  all  throw  caus  of  covetyce. 

vm. 

And  lairds  in  filk  harlis  to  the  delll, 
For  quhilk  thair  tenentis  fald  fomer  meiil. 
And  leivis  on  rutis  undir  the  ryce  ; 
And  all  for  caus  of  covetyce. 

IX. 

Quha  that  dois  deidis  of  petle. 
And  leivis  in  pece  and  cheretie. 
Is  haldin  a  fule,  and  that  full  nyce  ; 
And  all  for  caus  of  covetyce . 

X. 

And  quha  can  reive  uthir  menis  rowmis. 
And  upoun  peur  men  gadderis  fowmis. 
Is  now  anc  active  man  and  wyice  j 
And  all  for  caus  of  covetyce. 

XI. 
Man,  pleis  thy  Makar,  and  be  mirry. 
And  fett  not  by  this  warld  a  chirry  ; 
Wirk  for  the  place  of  paradyce, 
For  thairin  ringis  na  covetyce. 


Ah9 
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A?ie  Difcriptioun  of  Pedder  Coffeii. 

I. 

IT  is  my  purpols  to  difcryve 
This  holy  perfyte  genologie 
Of  pedder  knavis  fuperlatyve, 
Pretendand  to  awtoretie. 
That  wait  of  nocht  hot  beggartie. 
Ye  burges  fonis  prevene  thir  lownis. 
That  wald  diflroy  nobilitie. 
And  baneis  it  all  borrow  townis. 

n. 

Thay  ar  declarit  in  feven  pairtis, 
-Ane  fcroppit  cofe  quhen  he  begynnis, 
Sornand  all  and  fmdry  airtis. 
For  to  by  hennis  reid-wod  he  rynnis ; 
He  lokis  thame  up  in  to  his  innis 
Unto  ane  derth,  and  fellis  thair  eggis, 
Regraitandly  on  thame  he  wynnis, 
And  fecondly  his  meit  he  beggis. 

III. 
Ane  fwyngeour  coife,  amangis  the  wyvis, 
In  land-wart  dwellis  with  fubteill  menis, 
Exponand  thame  aiild  fanctis  lyvis, 
And  fanis  thame  with  deid  mennis  banis  ; 
Lyk  Rome-rakaris,  with  awfterne  granis, 
Speikand  curlyk  ilk  ane  till  uder  ; 
Peipand  pcurly  with  peteous  granis, 
jLyk  fenyeit  Symmye  and  his  bruder. 


IV. 
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IV. 

Thir  cur  cofFeis  that  failis  oure  fone, 
And  thretty  fum  abowt  ane  pak, 
With  bail-  blew  bonattis  and  hobbeld  fchone. 
And  beir  bonnokis  with  tharae  thay  tak  ; 
Thay  fchamed  fchrewis,  God  gif  thame  Jak, 
At  none  quhen  merchantis  makis  gud  cheir, 
Steilis  doun,  and  iyis  behind  ane  pak, 
Drinkand  bot  dreggis  and  barmy  beir. 

V. 

Knaifatica  cofFmifknawis  hirnfell, 
Quhen  he  gettis  in  a  furrit  goun  ; 
Grit  Lucifer,  maifter  of  hell. 
Is  nocht  fa  helie  as  that  loun  ; 
As  he  cummis  brankand  throw  the  toun. 
With  his  keis  clynkand  on  his  arme. 
That  calf  clovin-futtit  fleid  cuftroun. 
Will  mary  nane  bot  a  burges  bairae. 

vr. 

Ane  dyvour  cofFe,  that  wirry  hen, 
Diftroyis  the  honor  of  our  natioun, 
Takis  gudis  to  frifl  fra  fremit  men,. 
And  brckis  his  obligatioun  ; 
Quhilk  doib  the  marchands  defamatioun, 
Thay  ar  reprevit  for  that  regratour  ; 
Thairfoir  we  gif  our  declaratioun, 
To  hang  and  draw  that  common  tratcur. 

VII. 

Ane  curlorous  cofFe,  that  hege-lkraper. 
He  fittis  at  hame  quhen  that  thay  baik, 
That  pedder  brybour,  that  fcheip-keipar, 
He  teliis  thame  ilk  ane  caik  by  caik  ; 

P  2  Syne 
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Syne  lokkes  thame  up,  and  takis  a  faik. 
Betwixt  his  dowblett  and  his  jackett. 
And  eilis  thame  in  the  buith  that  fmaik  ; 
God  that  he  mort  into  ane  rakkett. 

VITI. 
Ane  cathedral!  cofFe,  he  is  onr  riche^ 
And  hes  na  hap  his  gude  to  fpend, 
Bot  levis  lyk  ane  wareit  wrcche. 
And  treftis  nevir  till  tak  ane  end; 
With  fallheid  evir  dois  him  defend. 
Preceding  flill  in  averice. 
And  leivis  his  faule  na  gude  comend, 
Bot  walkis  ane  wilibme  wey,  I  wifs.    . 

IX. 

I  you  exhort  all  that  is  heir. 
That  reidis  this  bill,  ye  wald  it  fchaw 
Unto  the  proveft,  and  him  requeir, 
That  he  will  geif  thir  cofEs  the  law. 
And  baneis  thame  the  burges  raw. 
And  to  the  fcho  ftreit  yc  thame  ken  ; 
Syne  cut  thair  luggis,  that  ye  may  knaw, 
Thir  peddir  knavis  be  burges  men. 


4ns 
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Arte  littill  Interhtd, 

Of  the  Droichis  part  of  the  Play. 

I. 

Hlry,  hary,  hubbilfchow, 
Se  ye  not  quha  is  cum  now,. 
Bot  yit  wait  I  nevir  how, 

With  the  quhirle-wind  ? 
A  fargeand  out  of  Soudoun  land, 
A  gyane  ftrang  for  to  ftand, 
That  with  the  ftrength  of  my  hand 
Bereis  may  bind. 

II. 
Bot  yit  I  trow  that  I  v?lvj, 
I  am  bot  ane  blynd  Hary, 
That  lang  hes  bene  with  the  fary,- 

Farlyis  to  fynd  ; 
And  yit  gif  this  be  not  I, 
I  wait  it  is  the  fpreit  of  Gy, 
Or  ellis  fle  be  the  fky, 

And  lycht  as  the  lynd. 

III. 

Quha  is  cum  heir,  bot  I, 
A  bauld  bufteous  bellomy, 
Amang  you  all  to  cry  a  cry. 

With  ane  michty  foun  ? 
That  generitam  of  gyauis  kynd, 
Fra  the  ftrong  Hercules  be  llrynd. 
Of  all  the  Occident  and  ynd, 

My  elderis  woir  the  croun. 

P  3  JV, 
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IV. 

My  foir  grandfyr,   hecht  Fyn  MackowH, 
That  dang  the  devill,  and  gart  him  yowll;. 
The  fkyls  ralnld  quhen  he  wald  yowll. 

He  trublit  all  the  air. 
He  gatt  my  gud-fyr  Gog  Magog  ; 
He,  quhen  he  danfit,  the  warld  wald  fchog; 
Ten  thowfand  ellis  yied  in  his  frog, 

Of  Heland  plaidis,  and  mair.. 

V. 

And  yit  he  wes  of  tendir  yowth  ; 
But  eftir  he  grew  mekle  at  fowth, 
Ellevin  myle  wyd  mett  wes  his  mowth, 

His  teith  wes  ten  myle  fquair. 
He  wald  upouYi  his  tais  upftand. 
And  tak  the  ftarnis  doun  with  his  hand. 
And  fett  thame  in  a  gold  garland 

Aboif  his  wy vis  hair. 

VI. 

He  had  a  wyfe  was  mekle  of  clift; 
Her  held  was  heichar  nor  the  lift ; 
The  hevin  reirdit  quhen  fcho  wald  rift ; 

The  lals  was  nathing  Ihlendir  : 
Scho  fputt  Lpchloumond  with  her  lippis; 
Thunder  andfyrc-flawghl  flew  fra  her  hippis^ 
Quhen  fcho  wes  crabbit,  the  fone  thold  clippsj 

The  feynd  duril  nocht  offend  hir. 

vn. 

For  cav/kl  fcho  tuk  the  fevir  tartane, 
For  all  the  claith  in  France  and  Bartane,. 
WaJd  not  be  to  hir  leg  a  gurtanc, 

Thocht  fcho  was  young  and  tendir: 

Upoun 
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Upoun  a  nicht  heir  in  the  north, 
Scho  tuke  the  gravall,  and  ftaild  Craig-Gorthi- 
And  *  *  *  *  the  grit  watter  of  Forth ; 
Sic  tyd  ran  eftirhend  her. 

VIII. 

Yit  ane  thing  writtin  of  hir  I  find, 
In  Yrland  quhen  fchq  blew  behind. 
On  Norway  coift  fcho  raifit  the  wynd. 

And  grit  fchippis  drownit  thair. 
Scho  fifchit  all  the  Spainyie  feyis, 
With  her  fark-lap  betwixt  her  theyis; 
Thre  dayis  failing  betwixt  her  kneyis 

It  wes  eftemid,  and  mair. 

IX. 
My  fader,  mekle  Gow  Macmorne, 
Owt  of  his  moderis  wame  was  fchorne  3 
For  littilnes  fcho  was  forlorne, 

Siche  an  a  kemp  to  beir  : 
Or  he  of  aige  was  yeiris  thre, 
He  wald  flop  over  the  Occraine  fie ; 
The  mone  fprang  nevir  abone  his  kne  ; 

The  hevins  had  of  him  feir. 

X. 

Ane  thowfand  yeir  is  paft  fra  mynd. 
Sen  I  was  generi  of  his  kynd, 
Far  furth  in  the  defartis  of  te  Ynd, 

Amang  lyoun  and  beir. 
Worthie  King  Arthour  and  Gawane, 
And  mony  a  bawld  berne  of  Bartane, 
Ar  deid,  and  in  the  weiris  ar  flane, 

Sen  I  cowld  weild  a  fpeir. 

XI. 


xr. 

Sophie  and  the  Sowdoun  flrang, 
With  weiris  that  hes  leftit  lang, 
Owt  of  thair  boundis  hes  maid  me  gang-^ 

And  turne  to  Turky  tyte. 
The  King  of  Francis  grit  army^ 
Hes  brocht  in  derth  in  Lumbardy, 
That  in  the  cuntre  he  and  I 

Can  nocht  dwell  baith  perfyte, 

XII. 
Swadrik,  Denmark,  and  Norraway, 
Nor  in  the  Steiddis  I  dar  nocht  ga ;. 
Thair  is  nothing  bot  and  flae, 

Cut  throppillis,  and  make  quyte. 
Yrland  for  evir  I  haif  reffufit, 
All  wyis-men  will  hald  me  excufit. 
For  nevir  in  land  quhair  Eriche  ivas  ufit^.- 

To  dwell  had  I  dellyte. 

xni. 

I  haif  bene  formeft  evir  in  feild, 

And  now  fa  lang  I  haif  borne  the  fcheild, 

That  I  am  crynit  in  for  eild 

This  littill,  as  ye  may  fie. 
r  haif  bene  banneift  undir  the  lynd 
This  lang  tyme,  that  nane  could  me  fynd, 
Quhill  now  with  this  laft  eiftin  wynd, 

I  am  cum  heir  perdie. 

XIV. 
My  name  is  Welth,  thairfoir  be  blyth, 
I  am  cum  comfort  you  to  kyth  ; 
Suppois  wcechis  will  waill  and  wryth, 
AU  darth  I  fall  gar  drej 


For 


I   m  3 

For  certanelie,  the  treutli  to  tell^ 
f  cum  amang  you  for  to  dwell, 
far  fra  the  found  of  Curphour  bell,. 
To  dwell  thinks  nevir  me. 

XV. 

Now  fen  I  am  fuche  quantetie 
Of  gyanis  cum,  as  ye  may  fie, 
Quhair  will  be  gottin  a  wyfe  to  me 

Of  ficklyk  breid  and  hicht  ? 
In  all  this  bowre  is  nocht  a  bryde, 
Ane  hour,  I  wait,  dar  me  abyde  ; 
yit  trow  ye  ony  heir  befyde, 

Micht  fufEr  me  all  nicht. 

XVI. 
Adew ;  falrweill ;  for  how  I  go, 
Bot  I  will  nocht  lange  byd  you  fro; 
Chryft  yow  conferve  fra  every  wo, 

Baith  maidin,  wyf,  and  man. 
God  blifs  thame,  and  the  haly  rude, 
Givis  me  a  drink,  fa  it  be  gude  ; 
And  quha  trowis  beft  that  I  do  lude, 

Skink  firft  to  me  the  kan. 


Am 
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Ane  Ballat  of  evill  Wyffis. 

I. 

BE  mirry,  bretherene,  ane  and  all, 
And  fett  all  fturt  on  1yd  ; 
And  every  ane  togidder  call, 

To  God  to  be  our  gyd : 
For  als  lang  leivis  the  mirry  man, 
As  dois  the  wrech,  for  ocht  he  can  ; 
Quhen  deidhim  ftreks,  he  wait  nocht  quhan, 
And  chairgls  him  to  byd, 

II. 

The  riche  than  fall  nocht  fparlt  be, 
Thocht  thay  haif  gold  and  land, 

Noryit  the  fair,  for  thair  bewty. 
Can  nocht  that  chairge  ganeftand : 

Thocht  wicht  or  waik  wald  fle  away. 

No  dowt  bot  all  mop  ranfone  pay  ; 

Quhat  place,  or  quhair,  can  no  man  fay. 
Be  fie,  or  yitbe  land. 

III. 

Quhairfoir  my  counfaill,  brethir,  is. 

That  we  togidder  fing, 
And  all  to  loifthat  Lordof  blifs. 

That  is  of  hevynis  King  : 
Quha  knawis  the  fecreit  thochts  and  dowt, 
Of  all  our  hairtis  round  about  ; 
And  he  quha  thinks  him  nevir  fo  flout, 

Mone  thoill  that  puniffing. 


IV. 
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IV. 

<^hat  man  but  ftryf,  in  all  his  lyfe, 

Doith  teft  moir  of  deids  pane  ; 
Nor  dois  the  man  quhilk  on  the  fie 

His  leving  feiks  to  gane : 
For  quhen  diftrefs  dois  him  opprefs. 
Than  to  the  Lord  for  his  redrefs, 
iQuha  gaif -command  for  all  exprefs 
To  call,  and  nocht  refrane. 

V. 

The  myrryeft  man  that  leivis  on  lyfe, 

He  failis  on  the  fie  ; 
For  he  knawis  nowdir  fturt  nor  (Iryfe, 

Bot  blyth  and  mirry  be  : 
Bot  he  that  hes  ane  evill  wyfe, 
Hes  fturt  and  forrow  all  his  lyfe  ; 
And  that  man  quilk  leivis  ay  in  ftrife. 

How  can  he  mvrry  be  ? 

VI. 

Ane  evill  wyfe  is  the  werft  aucht, 

That  ony  man  can  haif ; 
For  he  may  nevir  fit  in  faucht, 

Onlefs  he  be  hir  fklaif : 
Bot  of  that  fort  I  knaw  nane  uder, 
But  owthir  a  kukald,  or  his  bruder  ; 
[Fondlars]  and  kukalds  all  togidder, 

May  wifs  thair  wyfis  in  graif. 

VII. 
Becaus  thair  vryRs  hes  maiftery. 

That  thay  dar  navvayis  cheip, 
Bot  gif  it  be  in  privity, 

<^han  thair  w^yfis  ar  on  flcip  : 


Ane 
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Ane  mirry  in  thair  cumpany, 
Wer  to  thame  worth  baith  gold  and  fie ; 
Ane  menftrall  could  nocht  bocht  be, 
Thair  mirth  gif  he  could  beit. 

VIII. 

Bot  of  that  fort  quilk  I  report, 

I  knaw  nane  in  this  ring  ; 
Bot  we  may  all,  baith  grit  and  fmall, 

Glaidly  baith  dance  and  fing  : 
Quha  lift  nocht  heir  to  mak  gud  cheir. 
Perchance  his  guds  ane  uthir  yeir 
Be  fpent,  quhen  he  is  brocht  to  beir, 

Quhen  his  wyfe  taks  the  fling. 

IX. 

It  hes  bene  fene,  that  wyfe  wemen, 

Eftir  thair  hiifbands  deid, 
Hes  gottin  men,  hes  gart  thame  ken, 

Gif  thay  mycht  beir  grit  laid. 
With  ane  grene  fling,  hes  gart  thame  bring. 
The  gelr  quilk  won  wes  be  ane  dring ; 
And  fyne  gart  all  the  bairnis  flng, 

Ramukloch  in  thair  bed. 

X. 

Than  wad  fcho  fay,  Allace  !  this  day. 

For  him  that  wan  this  geir; 
Quhen  I  him  had,  1  flcairfly  faid. 

My  hairt  anis  mak  gud  cheir. 
Or  I  had  lettin  him  fpend  a  plak, 
I  lever  haif  wittin  him  brokin  his  bak, 
Or  ellis  his  craig  had  gottin  a  crak 

Our  the  heicht  of  the  ftair. 


XI. 
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XI. 
Ye  neigartis,  then  example  tak, 

And  leir  to  fpend  your  awin  ; 
And  with  gud  freynds  ay  mirry  makj 

That  it  may  be  welil  knawin, 
Thai  thow  art  he  quha  wan  this  geir  t 
And  for  thy  wyfe  fe  thou  nocht  ipair. 
With  gud  freynds  ay  to  mak  repair. 

Thy  honefty  may  be  [lhav,'in.  J 

XII. 
Finis,  quoth  I,  quha  fettis  nocht  by. 

The  ill  wyffis  of  this  toun, 
Thocht  for  difpyt,  with  me  wald  flyt, 

Gif  thay  micht  put  me  doun. 
Gif  ye  wald  knaw  quha  maid  this  fang, 
Quhiddir  ye  will  him  heid  or  hang, 
Flemyngis  his  name  quhair  evir  he  gang. 

In  place,  or  in  quhat  toua. 


FtEMrNG. 


Q^  Ballat 


I:o; 


Ballat  of  Gude-Falloiuh. 

I. 

Mak  it  kend,  he  that  will  fpend. 
And  luve  God  lait  and  air, 
God  will  him  mend,  and  grace  him  fend, 

Quhen  catyvis  fall  haif  cair  : 
Thairfoir  pretend  weill  for  to  fpend 

Of  geir,  and  nocht  till  fpair. 
I  knaw  the  ead,  that  all  mon  wend 

Away  nakit  and  bair. 

With  ane  O  and  ane  I ; 

Ane  wreche  fill  haif  no  mair, 
^ot  ane  fchort  fcheit,  at  heid  and  feit, 

For  all  his  wrek  and  wair. 

11. 

For  all  the  wrak  a  wreche  can  pak, 

And  in  his  baggis  imbracc. 
Yet  deid  lall  tak  him  be  the  bak. 

And  gar  him  cry,  Allace  ! 
Than  fall  he  fwak,  away  with  lak. 

And  wait  nocht  to  quhat  place  ; 
Than  will  thay  mak  at  him  a  knak, 

That  maid  of  his  gud  hais, 

With  ane  O  and  ane  I : 

Quhylc  we  haif  tyme  and  fpace, 
jMak  we  gud  cheir,  quhyle  we  ar  heir, 

And  thaiik  God  of  his  ^race. 


Hi. 
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III. 

Wer  thair  aile  l^ing    to  rax  and  ring 

Amang  gude-fnllowis  cround, 
Wrechis  wald  v/ring,  and  mak  murnyn?^. 

For  dule  thay  ful-d  be  dround  : 
Quha  finds  ane  dring,  owdir  auld  or  ying. 

Gar  hoy  him  out  and  hound. 
Now  lat  us  fing,  with  Chryftis  blifling. 

Be  glaid,  and  inak  gude  found. 

With  ane  O  and  ane  I ; 

Now  or  we  furder  found  ; 
Drink  thou  to  me,  and  I  to  the, 

And  lat  the  cop  go  round, 

IV. 

Quha  undirflude,  fiild  halfe  his  gude. 

Or  he  wer  closd  in  clay; 
Sum  in  thair  mude  thay  ^vald  go  wud, 

And  de  lang  or  thair  day  : 
Nocht  worth  an  hude,  or  ane  auld  fnud, 

Thou  fall  heir  hyne  away  ; 
Wreche,  be  the  rude,  for  to  conclude, 

Full  few  will  for  the  pray. 

With  ane  O  and  ane  I  : 

Gud-fallowis,  quhiji  v/e  may, 
Be  mirry  and  fre,  fyne  blyth  we  be> 

And  fuig  on  twa  and  tway. 

JoHNE  Blyth, 
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TKis  v.'arld  is  all  bot  feayeit  fair, 
And  als  unliable  as  the  v.'ind, 
Gud  faith  is  flemit,  I  wat  nocht  quhair, 
Treftfallowfhip  is  evil  to  find  ; 
Gud  confcience  is  all  maid  blind, 
And  cheritie  is  nane  to  gett, 
Leill,   loif,   and  lawte  lyis  behind, 
And  auld  kyndnts  is  quyt  foryctt. 

II. 

Quhill  I  had  ony  thing  to  fpend, 
And  ftuffit  Weill  with  warldis  wrak, 
Amang  my  freinds  I  wes  weill  kend: 
Quhen  I  wes  proud,  and  had  a  pak, 
Thay  wald  me  be  the  oxtar  tak, 
And  at  the  he  buird  I  wes  fet ; 
Bot  now  thay  latt  me  ftand  abak. 
Sen  auld  kyndnes  is  quyt  foryett. 

III. 

Now  I  find  bot  freindis  few. 
Sen  I  wes  pryllt  to  be  pure  ; 
They  hald  me  now  bot  for  a  fchrcw. 
To  me  thay  tak  bot  littill  cure  ; 
All  that  I  do  is  bot  injure  : 
Thocht  I  am  bair  I  am  nocht  bett, 
Thay  latt  mc  ftand  bot  on  the  flurc, 
Sen  auld  kyndnes  is  qiiyt  foryett. 


IV 
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IV. 

Suppois  I  mene,  I  am  nocht  mendit. 
Sen  I  held  pairt  with  poverte, 
''Away  fen  that  my  pak  wes  fpendit, 
Adew  all  liberalite 
The  prowerb  now  is  trew,  I  fe, 
^ha  may  fiocht  gife,  luill  llttill gctt ; 
Thairfoir  to  fay  the  varite, 
Now  auld  kyndnes  is  qnyt  forj^ett. 

r. 

Thay  wald  me  hals  with  hude  and  hatt, 
Quh)le  I  wes  riche  and  had  anewch, 
About  me  freindis  anew  1  gatt, 
Rycht  bjythlie  on  me  thay  lewch  ; 
Bot  now  they  mak  it  wondir  tewch. 
And  lattis  me  iiand  befoir  the  yett : 
Thai'-foir  this  warld  is  verry  frewch. 
And  auld  kyndnes  is  qtiyt  foryett. 

vr. 

Als  lang  as  my  cop  ftud  evin, 

I  ytid  bi>t  (i.:adiil  myue  allane  ; 

I  fquyrit  wes  with  fex  or  fevin, 

Ay  quhyle  I  gaif  thame  twa  for  ane;. 

Botfuddanly  fra  that  wes  gane, 

Thay  paffit  by  with  h.indis  plett, 

With  purtye  fra  I  wes  ourtane, 

'I  hiui  auld  kindnes  was  quyt  foryett, 

VII. 

Into  this  warld  fuld  na  man  trov/  ; 
Thow  may  weiil  fe  the  rclfoun  quhy  ; 
For  evir  boi.  a;if  thy  liand  be  fow, 
Thow  arte  bot  littill  fculn  by  : 

Qj  Thow 
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Titsa  an  aodit  CBie  La  cmaparrT, 
Bot  tbam*  be  &m  fifch  in  thj  nccc  ; 

Tfcairfoir  t!iK  tals  warld  I  defy, 
Sei  aald  kyudne  is  qxiyt  foryecc. 

vnL 

Sen.  tliat  na  fcyndnes  kspic  b 

Into  tais  -w^irld  that  is  pre&it, 

Gif  tiou  wald  cam  to  herynis  blifs, 

Tliyielf  ippieis  with  tobir  rent ; 

Leix' godly,  and  giie  ■vridi  gtide  iatent. 

To  every  can  Ms  proper  dert ; 

Qr.hat  evTT  Gcd  icnd,  hAd  the  ccntest. 

Sea  aula  kyncnes  is  qnyt  fcryett. 
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Tif  remembir  tht  End, 

I. 

BRuthir,  be  wyis,  I  reid  you  now, 
With  ladeis,  gif  it  happynis  yow. 
That  wekh  no  way  your  wit  mak  blind  ^ 
Obey,  and  for  the  bettir  bow, 
Remembir  quhatt  ma  cum  beliind. 

II. 

Thocht  ye  be  flowand  in  the  rege 

Of  frefche  yowthheid,  andgrene  curag% 

And  lycht  as  ony  leif  on  lynd. 

And  be  eitold  in  Venus  ftege, 

Remembir  quhat  ma  cum  behind. 

III. 
Suppois  that  lufe  be  naturaJl, 
And  in  yowthheid  moft  principal!, 
Ryn  nocht  our  far  in  to  the  wind. 
At  thy  fiite  thocht  thow  haif  the  ball ; 
Remembir  quhat  ma  cum  behind. 

IV. 

Thocht  thow  be  fterk  as  Hercules, 
Sampfone,  Heftor,  or  Achilles, 
Be  fors  thocht  thow  may  lows  and  bynd 
Pentagora  to  preif  in  prefs, 
Remembir  quhat  ma  cum  behind. 

V. 

Ane  uthir  thinge  I  do  ye  lay, 
Preif  nevir  thy  pith  fo  far  in  play. 
That  thow  forthink  that  thow  come  ind, 
And  mum  quhen  thow  no  mendis  maj  ; 
Remembir  quhat  ma  cum  behind. 


TI. 
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VI. 
Thocht  thow  be  wyis  as  Salamone^ 
Or  fair  of  feir  as  Abfoloiie, 
Or  riche  as  Cryfes  out  of  kynd, 
Or  princis   pcir  Ipomedone  ; 
Rememblr  quhat  ma  cum  behind'.. 

VII. 

Gif  thow  be  wyis,  fo  is  tliair  mo; 
Gif  thow  be  ftark  thair  is  alfo  ; 
Gif  thow  be  gude,  gud  fall  thow  fynd  ; 
Gif  thow  be  ill,  thow  fynds  thy  fo  : 
Remembir  quhat  ma  cum  behind. 

VIII. 

Thus  fall  thow  ftand  in  no  degre 
Sover  forout  perplex! tie  ; 
Thocht  thow  be  nevir  fo  noble  of  kynd. 
Nor  gre  fo  grit  of  dignitie  ; 
Remembir  quhat  ma  cum  behind. 

IX. 

In  all  thy  doingis  haif  gud  fkill  : 

Continew  in  gude,  reformc  the  ill, 

Do  fo  that  dolour  may  be  dynd  ; 

Thus  may  thow  think,  gii  lliat  thow  will, 

Of  gud  and  ill  quhat  cumis  behind. 

Sir    JOHKE    MOFFETT. 


I 


The 
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The  Prats  of  Aig(. 

I. 

AT  matyne  houre,  in  midis  of  the  nicht^ 
Walkeit  of  fleip,  I  faw  befyd  me  fone, 
Ane  aigit  man,  feimit  fextie  yeiris  of  ficht, 
This  fentence  fett,  and  fong  it  in  gud  tone  : 
Omnipotent,  and  eterne  God  in  trone  ! 
To  be  content  and  lute  the  I  haif  caus, 
That  my  licht  yowtheid  Is  oppreft  and  done  ; 
Honor  with  aige  to  every  vertew  dravvig, 

II. 

Grene  yowth,  to  aige  thow  mon  obey  and  bovr. 
Thy  foly  luftis  leftes  fkant  ane  May  ; 
That  than  wes  witt,  is  natiirall  foly  noAV, 
As  warldy  witt,  honor,  riches,  or  frefche  array  : 
Deffy  the  devill,  dreid  God  and  domifday, 
For  all  fall  be  accufit,  as  thow  knawis  ; 
Bleffit  be  God,  my  yowtheid  is  away ; 
Honor  with  aige  to  every  vertew  drawis. 

III. 

O  bittir  yowth  !   that  femis  delicious  ; 

O  haly  aige  !   that  fumtyme  femit  foure ; 

O  reftles  yowth  !   hie,  hait,  and  vicious; 

O  honeft  aige  !   fullfillit  with  honoure ; 

O  frawart  yowth  !   frutles  and  fedand  flour, 

Contrair  to  confcience,  baith  to  God  and  lawis. 

Of  all  vane  gloir  the  lamp  and  the  mirroure; 

Honor  with  aige  till  every  vertew  drawis. 


nr. 


E    19^    3 

IV. 

This  warld  is  fett  for  to  difiaivc  uS  cvin  j 
Pryde  is  the  nett,  and  covetece  is  the  trane  ; 
For  na  reward,  except  the  joy  of  hevin, 
Wald  I  be  yunej  into  this  v.arld  agane. 
The  fchip  of  faith,  tempeftous  wind  and  rane, 
Dryvis  in  the  fee  of  Lollerdry  that  blawis  ; 
My  yowth  is  gane,  and  I  am  glald  and  fane, 
Honor  with  ai^e  to  every  vertew  drawls., 

V. 
Law,  kive,  and  lawtie,  gravin  law  thay  ly 
Diffimuhmce  hes  borrowit  confcience  clayis 
Aithis,  Avrit,  walx,  nor  feilis,  ar  not  fet  by 
Flattery  is  fofterit  baith  with  frcinds  and  fayis. 
The  fone,  to  bruik  it  that  his  fader  hais, 
Wald  fe  him  deid;   Sathanas  fic  feid  fawis  : 
Yowtheid,  adew,  ane  of  my  mortall  fais. 
Honor  with  aige  to  every  vertew  drawis. 

Kennedy, 


Tht 
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Tie  BLit  Luvar. 

I. 

QUhen  Flora  had  ourfret  the  firth, 
Jn  May  of  every  moneth  quene  ; 
Quhen  merle  and  mavis  fmgis  with  mirth^ 
Sweit  melling  in  the  fchawis  fchene  ; 
Quhen  all  luvaris  rejofit  bene. 
And  mofl:  defyrus  of  thair  pray; 
I  hard  a  lufty  luvar  mene, 
I  luve,  hot  1  dar  nocht  affay, 

Strang  ar  the  panls  I  daylie  prufc, 

Bot  yet  with  patience  I  fuftene; 

I  am  fo  fetterit  with  the  lufe 

Onlie  of  my  Lady  fchene  ; 

Quhilk  for  her  bewty  mycht  be  quene, 

Natour  fa  craftely  alwey, 

Hes  done  depaint  that  fwelt  fchersne ; 

Quhome  I  luf  I  dar  nocht  affay. 

III. 

Scho  is  fa  brycht  of  hyd  and  hew, 
I  lufe  but  hir  allone  I  wene  ; 
Is  non  hir  luf  that  may  efchew. 
That  blenkis  of  that  duke  amene, 
Sa  cumly  cleir  at  hir  tv.a  ene, 
Tliat  fcho  ma  luvaris  dois  effrey, 
Than  evir  of  Grlce  did  fair  Helene  ; 
Quhom  I  luf  I  dar  nocht  aflliy. 


Luve 
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Luve  ane  Levellar. 

I. 

LUve  preyfis,  but  comparefone, 
Bothgentill,  fempill,  gencrall ; 
And  ot  fre  will  gevis  warefone, 
As  fortoun  chanfis  to  befall : 
For  luve  makis  nobill  ladeis  thrall, 
To  baflir  men  of  birth  and  blud  ; 
So  luve  garris  fobir  wemen  fmall, 
Get  maillrice  our  grit  men  of  gud. 

Ferme  luve,  for  favour,  feir,  or  feid. 
Of  riche  nor  pur  to  fpeik  fuld  fpair  ; 
For  luve  to  hieneshes  no  heid, 
Nor  lychtleis  lawlines  ane  air, 
But  puttis  all  perfonis  in  compair  : 
This  prowerb  planely  for  to  preve. 
That  men  and  women,  lefs  and  matr, 
Ar  cumd  of  i^dame  and  of  Eve. 

III. 
Sa  thocht  my  liking  wer  a  leddy, 
And  I  no  lord,  yet  nocht  the  lefs, 
Scho  luld  my  ferwice  find  als  reddy. 
As  Duke  to  Duches  docht  him  drefs; 
For  as  proud  princely  luve  exprefs 
Is  to  half  foverenitie, 
So  ferwice  cumniis  of  fympilnefs, 
.And  ieilell  luve  of  law  degre. 


IV. 
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IV. 
So  luvaris  lair  no  leid  fuld  lak, 
A  lord  to  lufe  a  filly  lafs, 
A  leddy  als,  for  luf  to  tak, 
Ane  propir  page,  hir  tym  to  pafs. 
For  quhy?  as  bricht  bene  birneift  brafs 
As  filver  ^vTocht  at  all  dewyfs  ; 
And  als  gud  drinking  out  of  glafs 
As  gold,  thoclit  gold  gif  grittar  pryfs. 

Alexander  Scott, 


&  Af2. 
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Ane  AVou  Tere  Gift 
To  the  ^lene,  quhen  Jcko  covie  firjl  kame,   I562, 

I. 

WElcnm,  illuftrat  Ladye,  and  oure  Qnene  ; 
Welcum  cure  lyone,  with  the  Floure-de-lyce 
Wslcum  oure  thriffil],  with  the  Lorane  gvtViZ  ; 
Welcum  oure  rubent  rois  upoun  the  ryce  ; 
Welcum  ourejem  and  joyfull  genetryce  ; 
Welcum  oure  beill  of  Albion    to  beir  ; 
Welcum  oure  plefand  princes,  maift  of  pryce  ; 
God  gife  the  grace  agauis  this  guid  new-yeir. 

IT. 

This  guid  new-yeir,  we  holp,  with  grace  of  God» 
Sail  be  ofpeax,  tranqiiillitie,  and  rclt ; 
This  yeir  fall  rycht  and  reflbne  rewle  the  rod, 
Quhilk  Hi  lang  feafoun  has  bene  foir  fuppreft  j 
This  yeir,  ferme  fayth  fall  frelie  be  confefl, 
And  all  erronius  queftionis  put  areir, 
*ro  laaboure  that  this  lyre  amang  us  led ; 
•Cod  gife  the  grace  aganls  this  guid  new -yeir. 

III. 
Heirfore  addres  the  dewlie  to  decoir, 
And  rewle  thy  rcgne  with  hie  magnificence: 
Begui  at  God  to  gar  fett  furth  his  gloir. 
And  of  his  gofpell  get  experience  ; 
Caus  his  trew  kirk  be  had  in  reverence  ; 
So  fall  thy  name  and  fame  fpred  far  and  ne'r  :         i 
INow,  this  thy  dett  to  do  with  diligence,  1 

God  gife  the  grace  aganis  this  guid  new-yeir.  I 
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IV. 

Found  on  the  firft  four  vertewis  cardinal!, 
On  wifdome,  juftice,  force,  and  temperance  j 
Applaud  to  prudent  men,  and  principal! 
Ofvertewus  lyfe,  thy  worfcLep  till  avance; 
Waye  juftice,  equale  without  difcrepance  ; 
Strenth  tliy  eftait  with  fteidfaftnes  to  fteir  ; 
To  temper  tyme  with  trew  continuance, 
Gcd  gife  the  grace  aganis  this  guid  new-yeir. 

V. 

Caft  thy  confale  be  counfol!  of  the  f^ige, 

And  cleif  to  Chryft,  hes  kepit  the  in  cure, 

Attingent  now  to  twentye  yeir  of  aige, 

Prefervand  the  fro  all  mifaventure. 

Wald  thow  be  fcrvit,  and  thy  cuntre  fure, 

Still  on  the  commoun-weill  haif  e  and  eir ; 

Preifs  ay  to  be  protredrix  of  the  pure  ; 

So  God  fall  gyde  thy  Grace  this  guid  nev/-yeir, 

VI. 

Gar  ftanche  all  ilryff,  and  ftabill  thy  eftaitis 

In  conftance,  concord,  cherite,  and  lufe  ; 

Be  biflle  now  to  banifch  all  debatis. 

Betwixt  kirk  men  and  temporal!  men  dois  mufc  : 

The  pulling  doun  of  policie  repr'ufe. 

And  lat  perverfit  prclettis  ieif  perqueir  ; 

To  do  the  bcft,  befekand  God  abuve, 

To  give  the  grace  aganis  this  guid  new-yeir. 

VIL 

At  croce  gar  cry  be  oppin  proclamatioun, 
Undir  grit  panis,  that  noriiir  he  nor  fcho,. 
Of  halye  writ,  haif  ony  difputatioun, 
Bot  Ictterit  men,  or  lernit  clerkis  thereto  ; 

R  2  For 


For  lymmer  lawdis,  and  lltle  laffis  \o, 
Will  argun  baith  with  bifchop,  preili,  and  freirr 
To  dantoun  this,  thow  hes  aneuch  to  do, 
God  gife  the  grace  aganis  this  guid  new-yeir. 

VIII. 
Bot  wytc  the  wickit  paftouris  wald  nocht  mend 
Their  vitious  leving,  all  the  warld  prefcryvis, 
Thay  tuke  na  tent  their  traik  fould  turne  till  end, 
Thay  wer  fa  proud  in  thair  prerogatyvis  ; 
For  wantonnes  thay  wald  nocht  wed  na  wyvis, 
Nor  yit  leif  chafte,  bot  chop  and  change  thair  cheisj 
Now,  to  reforme  thair  fylthy  litcherous  lyvis, 
God  gife  the  grace  aganis  this  guid  new-yeir. 

IX. 

Thay  brocht  thair  baftar dis  with  the  {krufe  thayfkraipi 
To  blande  thair  blude  with  barrownis  beambitiounj 
Thay  purcheft  pithl-js  pardonis  fra  the  Paip, 
To  caus  fond  fulis  confyde  he  hes  fruitioun. 
As  God,  to  gif  for  fynnis  full  remiflioun. 
And  faulis  to  faif  frome  fufFering  forrowis  feir  ; 
To  fett  afyde  fic  fortis  of  fuperilitioun, 
God  gif  the  grace  aganis  this  guid  new-yeir. 

X. 

Thay  loft  baith  benifice  and  pcntioun  that  marelt, 
And  quha  eit  flefch  on  Frydayis  was  fyre-fangit; 
It  maid  na  mifs  quhat  madinis  thay  mifcareit        )  \ 
On  fading  dayis,  thay  were  nocht  brint  nor  hangit 
Licence  for  luthrie  fra  thair  lord  belangit, 
To  gif  indulgence  as  the  devill  did  leir  ; 
To  mend  that  menye  hes  famonye  mangit, 
God  gif  the  grace  aganis  this  guid  new-yeir. 

XT. 
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Thay  lute  thy  lieges  pray  to  flokkis  and  ftaiies. 
And  paintit  paiparis,  wattis  nocht  quhat  thay  meine; 
Thay  badthame  bekand  byngeat  dcldmennii  banes; 
OfFer  on  kneis  10  kifs,  fyne  faif  thair  kin  : 
Pilgnmes  and  palmaris  paR:  with  tliame  betvvene, 
Sand  Blais,  Sand  Boit,  blate  bodeis  ein  to  bleir  : 
Now  toforuia  'his  grit  abufe  hes  bene, 
God  gif  the  grace  aganis  this  guid  new-yelr,. 

XII. 
Thay  tyrit  God  with  tryfilHs  tunrwe  trentah's, 
And  daifit  him  with  [thair]  dayhe  dargeis  ; 
With  owklie  Abitis,  to  augment  thair  rentalis, 
Mantandmort-mumlingis,  mixtwith  monye  leis. 
Sic  fanclitiide  was  Sathanis  forcereis, 
Chriltis  fdhe  icheip,   and  fobir  flok,   to  fmeir : 
To  ceifs  all  findrye  fectis  of  herefeis, 
God  gif  the  grace  aganis  this  guid  new-yelr,. 

XIII. 

With  mefs  nor  mat}-Tnes  nowayis  will  I  mell, 

Tojuge  thamejuiUie  palTis  my  ingyne  ; 

Thay  gyde  nocht  ill  that  goverins  v/eill  thame  fell,, 

And  Icl.die  on  lawtie  layis  thair  lyne  : 

Dowtis  to  difcus,  for  dodouris  ar  devyne, 

Cunning  in  clcrgic  to  decht'r  thame  ckir : 

To  ordour  this,   the  ofiice  now  is  thyie, 

God  gif  the  grace  aganis  this  guid  nevr-yclr. 

XIV. 

As  beis  takkis  walx  and  honyc  of  the  flourc, 
So  dois  the  faythfull  of  Goddis  word  tak  frute  ; 
As  wafpis  rciT.ivis  of  the  fame  hot  foure, 
So  reprobatii  ChrlUis  buke  dois  rcbute  : 

R    ;  Wor^ls-- 


Wordls,  without  werkis,  availyeis  nocht  a  cute  : 
To  feis  thy  fubje«5tis  fo  m  luf  and  feir. 
That  rycht  and  reafoun  in  thy  realme  may  rute, 
God  gif  the  grace  aganis  this  guid  new-yeir, 

XV. 

The  epiftollls  and  evangelis  now  ar  prechit, 

But  fophiftrie  or  ceremoneis  vane  ; 

Thy  pepill,  maift  pairt,  trewlie  now  ar  techit. 

To  put  away  idolatrie  prophaine  : 

Bot  in  fum  hartis  is  gravit  new  agane, 

Ane  image,  callit  cuvatyce  of  geir ; 

Now,  to  expell  that  idoll  ftandis  up  plane, 

God  gif  the  grace  aganis  this  guid  new-yeir, 

XVI. 

For  Turn  ar  {enc  at  fermonis  feme  fa  halye, 
Singand  Sandl  Davidis  pfalter  on  thair  bukis, 
And  ar  bot  bibli^is  fairfing  full  thair  bellie, 
Backbytand  nychtbours,  noyand  thame  in  nuikis. 
Rugging  and  raifand  up  kirk-rentis  lyke  ruikis  ; 
As  werrie  wafpis  aganis  Godeis  word  makis  weir  ; 
Sic  Chriftianis  to  kifs  with  chanteris  kuiks, 
God  gif  the  grace  aganis  this  guid  new-yeir. 

XVII. 

Dewtie  and  dcttis  ar  drevin  by  dowbilnes, 
Auld  folkis  ar  ficmit  fra  young  fayth  profeflburs. 
The  gritteft  ay,  the  greddiar  I  gefs, 
*ro  plant  quhair  preiitis  and  pcrfonis  wcr  poflenburs  j 
Teindis  ar  uptane  by  tclhiment  tranfgrelfours  ; 
Credence  is  paft,  c>^  promcis  thoeht  thay  fweir  : 
To  punifch  Papiflis  and  rcproche  oppreflburis, 
God  gif  the  grace  iiganis  tliis  guid  new-yeir. 

XVIII. 
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XVIII. 

pure  folk  ar  famift  with  thir  faffionis  new, 
They  faill  for  fait  that  had  befoir  at  foutli ; 
Leill  labouraris  lamentis,  and  tennentis  trew. 
That  thay  ar  hurt  and  harelt  north  and  fouth  : 
The  heidil'men  hes  cor  innndum  in  thair  mowth, 
Bot  nevir  with  mynd  to  gif  the  man  his  meir: 
To  quenche  thir  quent  calamiteis  fo  cowth. 
Cod  gif  the  grace  aganis  this  guid  new-yeir. 

XIX. 

ProteRandis  takis  the  freiris  auld  antetewme, 

Reddie  refTavaris  bot  to  rander  nocht ; 

So  lairdisupllftis  mennis  leifing  oulr  thy  rewme. 

And  ar  rycht  crabit  quhen  thay  crave  thame  ocht ; 

Be  thay  unpayit,  thy  purfevandis  ar  fochr. 

To  pund  pure  communis  corne  and  cattell  keir : 

To  wify  all  thir  wrangus  workis  ar  wrocht, 

God  gif  the  grace  againis  this  guid  new-yeir. 

XX. 

Vaull  biddis  nocht  deill  with  thingis  idolatheit. 

Nor  quhair  hypocrafie  hes  bene  committit ; 

Bot  kirk-mennis  curfit  fubrtance  femis  fweit 

Till  land-men,  with  that  leud  burd-lyme  are  kyttit ; 

Giff  thou  perfave  fum  fenyeour  it  hes  Anittit, 

Solift  thame  foftlie  nocht  to  perfeveir  : 

Hurt  not  thair  honour,  thocht  thy  hienes  wittit, 

Bot  graciouflie  forgife  thame  this  guid  yeir. 

XXI. 

Forgifanis  grant  with  glaidncs  and  guid  will, 
Gratis  till  all  into  your  parliament ; 
Syne  RabiU  ftatutis,  flcidfaft  to  ftand  ftill, 
That  barrone,  clerk,  and  burgej  be  content : 

TI17 
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Thy  noblllis,  erlls,  and  lordis  confequent, 
Treit  tendir,  to  obtene  thair  hartis  inteir; 
That  thay  may  lerve  and  be  obedient, 
Unto  thy  Grace,  aganis  this  guid  new-yeu'. 

XXII. 
Sen  fo  thou  fittis  in  faitt  fupedatyve. 
Cans  everye  ftait  to  thair  vocatioun  go, 
Scolaftik  men  the  fcriptouris  to  delcryve, 
And  majeftratis  to  ufe.the  fwerd  alio, 
Werchandis  to  trafique  and  travell  to  and  fro, 
Mechaniks  wirk,  hufbandis  to  law  and  fcheir  ; 
So  fall  be  welth  and  weiifaire  without  wo, 
Be  grace  of  God  aganis  this  guid  new-yeir, 

XXIII. 
Latt  all  thy  real  me  be  now  in  reddines. 
With  coftlie  clething  to  decoir  thy  cors  ; 
Yung  gentilracn  for  danfmg  thame  addrefs. 
With  courtlie  ladyescnplit  in  confors  ; 
Frak  ferce  gallandis  for  feildgeniis  enfors  ; 
Enarmit  knychtis  at  liilis  with  fcheild  and  fpeir. 
To  fecht  in  barrowis  bayth  on  fiite  and  hors, 
Agane  thy  Grace  gett  ane  gyid-man  this  yeir„ 

XXIV. 

This  yeir  fall  be  imbaffitis  heir  belyfFe, 
For  mariage,  tronie  princes,   dukii),*  and  kingis  ; 
This  yeir,  with'n  thy  regioun,  fall  aryfe, 
Rowtis  of  the  rankefl;  that  in  Eurnp  rinj^is  ; 
This  yeir  bayth  blythnes  and  abundance  bringis, 
Naveis  of  fchippis  outthrocht  the  lea  to  fneir. 
With  riches  raymentis,  and  all  loyall  thingis, 
Agane  ihy  Grace  get  aue  guid-man  this  yeir. 

XXV. 
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XXV. 
GiflTe  fawis  be  futh  to  fchaw  thy  celfitude, 
Quhat  berne  fuld  bruke  all  Bretane  be  the  fe  ? 
The  prophecie  expreflie  dois  conclude, 
The  Frenfch  wyfe  of  the  Brucis  blude  fuld  be  : 
Thow  art  be  lyne  fra  him  the  nynte  degree, 
And  wes  King  Frances  pairty  naaik  and  peir; 
So  be  difcente,  the  fame  fould  fpring  of  the, 
By  grace  of  God  agane  this  gude  new-yeir, 

XXVI. 

Schortlie  to  conclud,  on  Chrift  caft  thy  comfort. 
And  chereis  thame  that  thou  hes  undir  charge ; 
Suppone  maiil  fure  he  fall  the  fend  fupport. 
And  len  the  luftie  libcros  at  large  : 
Beleif  that  Lord  may  harbary  fo  thy  bairge. 
To  make  braid  Britane  blyth  as  bird  on  breir^ 
And  the  extoll  with  his  triumphand  targe, 
Vi(ftoriuflie  agane  this  guid  new-yeir. 


L'E 
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XXVII. 
Prudent,  mais  gent,  tak  tent,  and  prent  the  wordis 
Intill  this  bill,  with  will  tham  flill  to  face, 
Quilkis  ar  nocht  fkar,  to  bar  on  far  fra  bowrdis, 
Bot  leale,  but  feale,  may  haell,  avaell  thy  Grace  ; 
Sen  lo,  thow  fcho  this  to,  now  do  hes  place. 
Receive,  and  fwaif,  and  haif,  ingraif  it  heir  : 
This  now,  for  prow,  that  yow,  fweit  dow,  may  brace, 
Lang  fpace,  with  grace,  folace,  and  peace,  thisyeir. 
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Lectori. 

XXVIII. 

Frefch,  fulgent,  fiurift,  fragrant  flour,  formois, 
Lar.tern  to  lufe,  of  ladeis  lamp  and  lot, 
Cherie  maift  chaift,   cheif  charbucle  and  chois  ; 
Smaill  fweit  fniaragde,  fmelling  but  fmit  of  I'mot; 
Nobleft  natour,  nurice  to  nurtour  not, 
This  dull  indyte,  dulce,  dowble,  dafy  deir. 
Sent  be  thy  fempill  fervand  Saruierh  Scott, 
Greiting  grit  God  to  gr;int  thy  Grace  guid  yelr. 

Alexanbbr  Scott. 


Lavitnt 


Lament  of  the  Maijler  of  Erfkytj. 

I. 

DEparte,  departe,departe,  allace  !  Imoftdeparte 
Frome  hir  that  hes  my  hart,  with  hart  full  fou", 
Aganis  my  will  indeid,  and  can  find  no  remeid, 
1  wait,  the  panis  of  deid  can  do  no  moir^ 

II. 
Now  mod  I  go,  aliace  !  frome  ficht  of  her  fweit  face. 
The  grund  of  all  my  grace  and  foverane  : 
Quhat  chans  that  may  fall  me,  fall  I  nevir  mirry  be. 
Unto  the  tyme  I  fe  my  fweit  agane. 

III. 
T  go,  and  wait  nochtquhair,  Iwandir  heir  andthair, 
I  weip  and  fichis  rycht  fair,  with  panis  fmart. 
Now  mod  Ipafs  away,  in  wildirnefs  andwillfullway; 
Allace  !    this  wofuU  day  we  fuld  departe. 

IV. 
My  fpreit  dois  quaik  fordreid,  my  thirlit  hairt  dols 

bleid, 
My  painis  dois  exceid ;  quhat  fuld  I  fay  ? 
I  wofull  wycht  allone,  makand  ane  petous  mone, 
Allace  !  my  hairt  is  gone,  for  evir  and  ay. 

V. 
Throw  langour  of  my  fweit,  fo  thirlit  is  my  fpreit. 
My  dayis  ar  moft  compleit,  throw  hir  abfence  : 
Chryft,   fen  icho  knew  my  fmert,  ingraivlt  in  my 

hairt, 
Becaus  I  moll  departe  frome  hir  prefens. 

VI. 
Adew,  my  awin  fweit  thing,  my  joy  and  comforting, 
My  mirth  and  folicfmg,  of  erdly  gloir  : 
Fairwcill,  my  lady  bricht,  and  my  remembrance 

rycht ; 
Fair  Weill,  and  haif  guJ  nycht;  I  fay  no  moir, 

ALEXANDtR.  Scott, 
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To  his  Heart, 

I. 

REturne  the  hamewart,  halrt,  agane, 
And  byde  quiiair  thou  was  wont  to  be  ; 
Thow  art  ane  fule  to  fufFer  pane, 
For  luve  of  hir  that  luvis  not  the. 
My  hairt,  lat  be  fic  fantefie, 
Luve  nane  bot  as  thay  mak  the  cause. 
And  lat  her  feik  ane  hairt  for  the ; 
For  feind  a  crum  of  the  fcho  fawis. 

II. 

To  quhat  effeft  fould  thou  be  thrall  ? 
But  thank  fen  thou  hes  thy  fre  will; 
My  hairt  be  nocht  fa  beftialJ, 
But  knaw  quha  dois  the  guid  or  ill. 
Remane  with  me,  and  tarry  flill, 
And  fe  quha  playis  beft  their  pawls. 
And  lat  fillok  ga  fling  her  fill ; 
For  feind  a  crum  of  the  fcho  fawis. 

III. 

Thocht  fcho  be  fiiir,  I  will  not  fenyie, 
Scho  is  the  kind  of  utheris  ma ; 
For  quhy  ?  thair  is  a  fellone  menyie. 
That  femis  gud,  and  ar  not  fa. 
My  hairt  tak  nowdir  pane  nor  wa. 
For  Meg,  forMerjory,  or  yit  Mawls, 
Bot  be  thou  glaid,   and  latt  hir  ga  ; 
For  feind  a  crum  of  the  fcho  fawis. 

IV. 
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IV. 

Becaus  I  find  fclio  tuk  in  ill, 

At  her  departing  thow  mak  na  cair  ; 

Bot  all  begyld,  go  quhair  fcho  will, 

A  fchrew  the  hairt  that  mane  makis  malr. 

My  hairt  be  mirry  lait  and  air. 

This  is  the  fynall  end  and  claufe  ; 

And  let  her  fallow  ane  filly  fair. 

For  feind  a  crum  of  the  fcho  fa  wis. 

Alexander  Scott. 


LaincKi 
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'Lament  quhen  his  Wyfe  left  him. 

I. 

TO  luve  unluvit  it  is  ane  pane  ; 
For  fcho  that  is  my  foverane. 
Sum  wantoun  man  fo  he  hes  fet  hir. 
That  I  can  get  no  hife  agane, 
Bot  breke  my  hairt,  and  nocht  the  bettlr, 

II. 

Quhen  that  I  -went  with  that  Avelt  May, 
To  (lance,  to  fing,  to  fport,  and  play, 
And  oft  tymes  in  my  eirmis  plet  hir  ; 
J  do  now  murne  both  nycht  and  day, 
And  breke  my  hairt,  and  nocht  the  bettir. 

III. 

Quhair  I  wes  wont  to  ie  hir  go, 

Rycht  trymly  pafland  to  and  fro, 

With  cumly  fmylis  quhen  that  I  met  hir ; 

And  now  I  leif  in  pane  and  wo. 

And  breke  my  hairt,  and  nocht  the  bettir, 

IV. 
Quhattane  ane  glaikit  hile  am  I, 
To  ilay  myfelf  with  mehancoly. 
Sen  Weill  I  ken  I  may  nocht  get  hir  ? 
Or  quhat  fuld  be  the  caus,  and  quhy. 
To  breke  my  hairt,  and  nocht  the  bettir  ? 

V. 

My  hairt,  fen  thowmay  nocht  hir  pleis, 
Adew ;  as  gnde  lufe  cumis  as  gais, 
Co  chufe  ane  udir,  and  forget  hir  : 
Cod  gif  him  dolour  and  difeis, 
Thatbreks  [his]  hairt,  and  nocht  the  bettir. 
Alexander  Scott. 
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Of  Weinenkyn^, 

I. 

IMufe  and  mervellis  in  my  mynd, 
Quhat  way  to  wryt,  or  put  in  vers. 
The  quent  confailis  of  wemen-kynd. 
Or  half  thair  havingis  to  rehers  ; 
I  fynd  thair  haill  affedioun 
So  ccntrair  thair  complexioun» 

II. 
For  quhy  ?  no  ieid  unleill  thay  leit, 
Untrewth  exprefsly  thay  expell ; 
Yit  thay  ar  planeift  and  i-epleit. 
Of  falfct  and  diflait  thair  fell : 
So  find  I  thair  affetflioun 
Coalrair  thair  awin  complexioun. 

III. 

Thay  favour  no  wayis  fuliche  men. 
And  verry  few  of  thame  ar  wyis, 
All  gredy  perfonis  thay  milken, 
And  thay  ar  full  of  covettyis  ; 
So  find  I  thair  afFedioun 
Contrair  thair  awin  complexioun, 

IV. 

I  can  thame  call  but  kittle  unfellls, 
That  takkis  fic  maneris  at  thair  motherisj 
To  bid  menkeip  thair  fecreit  counfaLlis, 
Syne  fchaw  the  fame  againe  till  uthiris  j 
So  find  I  thair  affeiflioun 
Contrair  thair  awin  complexioun, 

8  2  V. 
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V. 

Thay  lawch  with  thame  that  thay  difpyt, 
And  with  thair  lykingis  thay  lament ; 
Of  thair  wanhap  thay  lay  the  wyt 
On  thair  leill  luvaris  innocent : 
So  find  I  thair  affe(ftioun 
Contrair  thair  awin  complcxioun. 

VI. 

Thay  walJ  be  rewit,  and  hes  no  rewth, 
Thay  wald  be  menit,  and  no  man  menis, 
Thay  wald  be  trowit,  and  hes  no  trewtli, 
Thay  wifs  thair  will  that  fkant  weill  wenys 
So  find  I  thair  affeiflioun 
Contrair  thair  awin  complexioun. 

VII. 

Thay  forge  the  fiiendfchip  of  the  fremmit. 
And  fleis  the  favour  of  thair  freinds  ; 
Thay  wald  with  nobill  men  be  memmit. 
Syne  laittandly  to  lawar  lelnds  : 
So  find  I  thair  afFectioun 
Contrair  thair  awin  complexloun. 

VIII. 
Thay  lichtly  fone,  and  cuvettis  quickly; 
Thay  blame  ilk  body,  and  thay  blekit; 
Thay  kindill  faft,  and  dois  ill  lickly  ; 
Thay  fklander  faikles,  and  thay  fufpcttit : 
So  find  I  thair  affeftioun 
Contrair  thair  awin  complexloun. 


IX. 
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IX. 

Thay  wald  half  all  men  bund  and  thralf 
To  thame,  and  thay  for  to  be  fre ; 
Thay  covet  ilk  man  at  thair  call, 
And  thay  to  leif  at  libertie  : 
So  find  I  thair  afl'edioun 
Contrair  thair  awin  complexioun. 

X. 

Thay  tak  delyt  In  martiall  deidisj 

And  ar  of  nature  tremebund  ; 

Thay  wald  men  nureill  all  thair  neids^ 

Syne  confortles  lattis  thame  confound  : 

So  find  I  thair  affedioun 

Contrair  thair  awin  complexioun. 

xr. 

Thay  wald  haif  wating  on  alway, 
Butguerdoun,  genyeild,  or  [regard]; 
Thay  wald  haif  reddy  ferwands  ay. 
But  recompans,  thank,  or  rewalrd: 
So  find  I  th.iM-  affeclioun 
Contrair  thair  awin  complexioun. 

XII. 
The  vertew  of  this  writ  and  vigour. 
Maid  in  comparifone  it  is. 
That  famenene  ar  of  this  figour, 
Quilk  clippie  is    -hitiphrafis  ; 
For  quhy  r    thair  haill  affertioun 
Is  contrair  thair  complexioun. 

6  3  xiir. 
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XIII. 
I  wat,  gud  wemen  will  not  wyt  me. 
Nor  of  this  fedull  be  efchamit ; 
For  be  thay  courtas,  thay  will  quyt  me ; 
And  gif  thay  crab,  heir  I  quytclame  it  j 
ConfefTand  thair  afFeftioun 
Conforme  to  thair  complexloun. 

Alexander  Scott. 


Rondel 
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R&ndel  of  Luve. 

I. 

LO  quhat  it  is  to  lufe, 
Lerne  ye  that  lift  to  prufe. 
Be  me,  I  lay,  that  no  ways  may. 

The  grund  of  greif  remuvc, 
Bot  ftill  decay,  both  nycht  and  day  j 
Lo  quhat  it  is  to  lufe. 

II. 

Lufe  is  ane  fervent  fyre, 

Kendillit  without  defyre, 
Schort  plelbur,  lang  dilplefour; 

Repentance  is  the  hyre  ; 
Ane  pure  trcffour,  without  meflbur  ; 

Lufe  is  aae  fervent  fyre. 

III. 

To  lufe  and  to  be  wyifs. 

To  rege  with  gud  adwyifs  ; 
Now  thus,  now  than  fo  gois  the  game, 

Incertainc  is  the  dyifs  : 
Thair  is  no  man,  I  fay,  that  can, 

Both  lufe  and  to  be  wyifs. 

IV. 

Fie  alwayis  frome  the  fnair, 

Lerne  at  me  to  beware  ; 
It  is  ane  pane  and  dowbill  trane 

Of  endlefs  wo  and  cair  ; 
For  to  refrane  that  denger  plane, 

Flc  alwayis  frome  the  fnair. 

Alexander  Scott, 
Tht 
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The  Luvarit  Lament. 

I. 

PA.ufing  in  hairt,  with  fprelt  opprcftj 
This  hindernycht  bygon. 
My  corps  for  walking  wes  molefl:. 

For  lufe  only  of  on. 
Allace  !  quhome  to  fuld  I  mak  mon. 
Sen  this  come  to  hxit : 

Cauld  cauld  culis  the  hife 
That  kendiJls  our  het. 

II. 

Hir  bewty,  and  hir  maikles  maik, 

Dois  reif  my  fpreit  me  fro, 
And  cauflis  me  no  reft  to  tak, 

Bot  tumbling  to  and  fro. 
My  curage  than  is  hence  ago, 
Sen  I  may  nocht  hir  gett : 
Cauld  cauld  culis  the  lufe 
That  kendills  our  het. 

III. 

Hir  firft  to  lufe  quhen  I  began, 

I  troud  fcho  luvit  me ; 
Bot  I,  allace  !  wes  nocht  the  man, 

That  beft  pleifit  her  e  : 
Thairfoir  will  I  let  dolour  be, 
And  gang  ane  uthir  gett : 
Cauld  cauld  culis  the  lufe 
That  kendills  our  het. 


JV. 
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IV. 

Firft  quhen  I  keft  my  fantefy, 

Thair  fermly  did  I  ftand, 
And  howpit  weill  that  Icho  fuld  be 

All  haill  at  my  command  ; 
Bot  fuddanly  fcho  did  ganeftand. 
And  contrair  maid  debait : 
Cauld  cauld  culls  the  lufe 
That  kendills  our  het. 

V. 

Hir  proper  makdome  Co  perfyt, 

Hir  vifage  cleir  of  hew; 
Scho  raiffis  on  me  fic  appetyte, 

And  cauffis  me  hir  pedew. 
Allace  !  fcho  will  nocht  on  me  reWj 
Nor  gre  with  myne  eftait  : 
Cauld  cauld  culis  the  lufe 
That  kendills  our  het. 

vr. 

Sen  fcho  hes  left  me  in  diftrefs, 

In  dolour  and  in  cair, 
Without  I  get  fum  uthir  grace. 

My  lyfe  will  left  no  mair; 
Scho  is  our  proper,  trym,  and  fair, 
Ane  trew  hairt  to  ourlett  : 
Cauld  cauld  culis  the  lufe 
That  kendills  our  het. 

VII. 
Suld  I  ly  doun  In  havinefs, 

I  think  it  Is  bot  vane, 
I  will  get  up  with  mirrluefs, 

And  cheifs  als  gud  agalne  j 


For 
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For  I  will  maik  to  yow  plane. 
My  hairt  it  is  ourfett : 
Cauld  cauld  culis  the  lufe 
That  kendills  our  het. 

VIII.. 

No,  no,  I  will  nocht  trow  as  yet» 

That  fcho  will  leif  me  fo, 
Nor  yit  that  fcho  will  chenge  or  flit. 

As  ihoch  fcho  be  my  fo, 
Thairfoir  will  I  lat  dolour  go, 
And  gang  aae  uthir  gait : 
Cauld  cauld  culis  the  lufe 
That  kendills  our  het. 

FfiTHV. 
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The  Wifs  of  Auchtermuchty. 

I. 

IN  Auchtermuchty  thair  dwelt  ane  man. 
An  hufband,  as  I  hard  it  tawld,  • 
Quha  Weill  could  tippill  out  a  can, 
And  naithir  luvit  hungir  nor  cauld  : 
Quhill  anis  it  fell  upon  a  day, 
He  yokkit  his  pleuch  upon  the  plain  ; 
Gif  it  be  trew,  as  I  heard  fay, 
The  day  was  fowll  for  wind  and  rain, 

11. 

He  lowfit  the  pleuch  at  the  landis  end. 
And  draife  his  oxin  hame  at  evin ; 
Quhen  he  come  in  he  lukit  ben. 
And  faw  the  wif  baith  dry  and  clene. 
And  fittand  at  ane  fyre,  beik  and  bawld. 
With  ane  fat  fowp,  as  I  hard  fay  : 
The  man  being  verry  weit  and  cawld, 
Betwein  thay  twa  it  was  na  play. 

III. 

Quoth  he,  Quhair  is  my  horfis  corn  ? 
My  ox  hes  naithir  hay  nor  ftray  ; 
Dame,  ye  man  to  the  pleuch  to  morn, 
T  fill  be  hulfy,   gif  I  may. 
Hufband,  quoth  fcho,  content  am  I 
To  tak  the  pleuch  my  day  about, 
Sa  ye  will  rewU  baith  kavis  and  ky, 
And  all  the  houfe  baith  in  and  out. 


IV, 
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IV. 
But  fen  that  ye  will  huflyskep  ken, 
Firft  ye  fall  fifr,  and  fyne  fall  kned  ; 
And  ay  as  ye  gang  but  and  ben, 
Luk  that  the  bairnis  dr —  not  the  bed. 
Yeis  lay  ane  foft  ^vyfp  to  the  kill, 
We  half  ane  deir  ferine  on  our  heid  ; 
And  ay  as  ye  gang  furth  and  in, 
Kelp  Weill  the  gaiflingis  fra  the  gled. 

V. 

The  wyf  was  up  richt  late  at  evin, 

I  pray  God  gife  her  evill  to  fair, 

Scho  kirnd  the  kirn,  and  fkumd  it  clcnc, 

And  left  the  gudeman  bot  the  bledoch  bail 

Than  in  the  morning  up  fcho  gat, 

And  on  hir  hairt  laid  hir  disjune. 

And  pat  als  meikle  in  hir  lap. 

As  micht  half  ferd  them  baith  at  nune. 

VI. 

Says,  Jok,  will  be  thou  maifter'of  wark. 
And  thou  fall  had,  and  I  fall  kail ; 
Ife  promife  the  ane  gude  new  fark, 
Outhir  of  round  claith  or  of  fmall. 
Scho  lowfit  the  oxin  aught  or  nine, 
And  hynt  ane  gad  flaff  in  her  hand  ; 
Up  the  gudeman  raife  aftir  fyne, 
And  faw  the  wyf  had  done  command. 

VII. 

And  cawd  the  gaiflingis  furth  to  feid, 
Thair  was  bot  fevenfum  of  tham  all; 
And  by  thair  cumis  the  grcdy  gled, 
And  lickit  up  five,  left  him  bot  twa  : 
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riian  out  lie  ran  in  all  his  mane, 
How  funa  he  hard  the  gaill'ngis  cry  ; 
But  than  or  he  came  in  againc, 
The  calvis  brak  loufc  an  J  fuckit  the  ky. 

VIII. 
The  calvis  and  ky  met  in  the  lone. 
The  man  ran  with  ane  rung  to  red  ; 
Than  thair  cumis  ane  ill-wil'y  cow. 
And  brodit  his  buttok  quhill  that  it  bled. 
Than  hame  ran  to  an  rok  of  tow. 
And  he  iatt  down  to  lay  the  fpinning  j 
I  trow  he  luwtit  our  neir  the  low. 
Quoth  he,  this  v.^ark  hes  ill  beginning.     ■ 

IX. 

Than  to  the  kirn  that  did  he  Roure, 
And  junilic  at  it  quhill  he  fwat : 
Quhen  he  had  fumblit  a  full  lang  hour, 
The  iorow  fcrap  of  butter  he  gatt. 
Albeit  na  butter  he  could  gett, 
Yit  he  was  cummcrit  with  the  kirnc. 
And  fyne  he  hot  the  milk  our  het. 
And  forrow  a  fpark  of  it  wald  yyrnc. 

X. 

Thau  ben  their  cam  ane  greidy  fo\v, 
I  trow  he  cimd  hir  littill  thank  ; 
For  in  fcho  fchot  hir  mekle  mow. 
And  ay  fcho  winkit  and  fcho  drank. 
He  cleikit  up  ane  crukit  club. 
And  ihocht  to  hitt  the  fow  a  rout, 
I'he  twa  gaiilings  the  gled  had  left, 
That  ilraik  dang  baith  their  Larnis  out- 


XI. 
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XI. 
Than  he  bear  kenJling  to  tlic  klli, 
But  fcho  rtart  all  up  in  ane  low, 
Quhat  evir  he  hard,  quhat  evir  he  faw, 
That  day  he  had  na  will  to  wow. 
Than  he  gied  to  take  up  the  bairnis, 
Thocht  to  haif  fund  thame  fair  and  dene; 
The  firft  that  he  got  in  his  armis 
Was  all  bsdirtin  to  the  ene. 

XII. 
The  firft  tliat  he  gat  in  his  armis. 
It  was  all  dirt  up  to  the  eine ; 
The  devill  cut  atf  thair  hands,  quoth  he. 
That  fild  you  all  as  fow  yiftrein. 
He  trailit  the  foull  Iheitis  down  the  gait, 
Thocht  to  haif  wafcht  them  on  an  ilane  : 
The  burn  wes  rifen  grit  of  fpait, 
Away  fra  him  the  flieitis  hes  tane. 

XIII. 
Tlien  up  he  gat  on  ane  know  heid. 
On  hir  to  cry,  on  hir  to  fchout, 
Scho  hard  him,    and  fcho  hard  him  not, 
J^ot  ftoutly  fteirid  the  ftottis  about. 
Scho  draif  the  day  unto  the  nicht, 
Scho  lowfit  the  pleuch  and  fyne  come  haait  ; 
Scho.  fand  all  wrang  that  fould  bene  richt, 
I  trow  the  man  thocht  right  grit  fchame. 

XIV. 

Quoth  he,  my  office  I  forfaik, 
For  all  tlie  dayisof  my  lyfe. 
For  I  wald  put  ane  houfe  to  wraik, 
Had  I  bene  twenty  davis  ^udwife, 

Qu.th| 
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Quotli  jcho,   Weill  met  ye  bruke  your  pl.ice, 
For  trewlic  I  will  never  excepit  ; 
Ouoth  he,  feind  fall  the  lyaris  face, 
Bot  yit  ye  may  be  blyth  to  get  it. 

XV. 

Than  up  fcho  gat  ane  mekle  rung. 
And  the  gudman  maid  to  the  doir  ; 
Quoth  he,  Deme,  I  fall  hald  my  tung;, 
For  and  we  feclit  I'll  gett  the  woir. 
f^oth  he,   quhen  I  forfeik  my  pleuch, 
I  trow  I  bot  forfuk  my  feill. 
And  I  will  to  my  pleuch  agane, 
For  I  and  this  hous  will  nevir  doweili. 


T   2  Dart,  left 
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Da)  nhy''s   Biillat. 

1. 

"^Ife  langouf  niakis  ineii  licJir, 
Or  dolour  thame  decolr. 
In  crth  thair  is  no  wicht 

May  me  compair  in  ^loir, 
Gif  cairfull  thoftis  redoir 

My  havy  hairt  frome  forroWj 
I  am^  for  evir  moir. 

In  jovj  bctK  evin  and  morrow, 

II. 

Gifplefer  be  to  pance, 

I  playnt  me  nocht  oppreft. 
Or  abfcnce  inichtawance, 

Ivly  hairt  is  haill  pofleft  : 
Cif  want  of  quiet  reft, 

From  caiiis  micht  mc  convoy. 
My  mynd  Is  nocht  molleft, 

Jaot  evir  moir  in  joy. 

III. 

Tliocln  that  I  pance  in  pame, 

In  pafTuig  to  and  fro, 
I  laubor  all  in  vane , 

For  fo  hes  mony  mo. 
That  hes  nocht  fervit  fo, 

In  filling  of  thair  f\veit». 
The  nare  the  fyre  I  go. 

The  jrriitar  is  mv  hcit. 


»v. 
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IV. 

The  turtour  for  hir  maik, 

Mair  dule  may  nocht  indure  j 
Nor  I  do  for  hir  Talk, 

Evin  hir  quha  hes  in  cure 
My  hairt,  quilk  ful  be  fure. 

And  fcrvlce  to  the  deid. 
Unto  that  lady  pure, 

The  woU  of  woman  held. 

V. 
Schaw  fchcdull  to  that  fueit. 

My  pairt  fo  permanent, 
That  no  mirth  quhill  we  melt. 

Sail  caufe  me  be  content : 
Bot  ftill  my  hairt  lament, 

In  forrov/fall  fichlng  foir. 
Till  tyme  fcho  be  prefent, 

Fairweilj,  I  fay  no  moir. 


Kin2[  Henrv  Stewart, 
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NOTES  on  the  preceding  Poems. 
The  T hi  file  and  the  Rofe.     j?.  i. 

HIS  is  a  poem  of  acknowledged  merit  :  E- 
very  reader  will  remember  Mr  Langhorne's 
er.ccmium  : 

"  Time  ftill  fpares  the  Tldjlle  and  the  Rfe.'' 

It  was  cccaficned  by  the  nuptials  of  James  IV. 
King  of  Scots,  and  Margaret  Tudor,  the  eldeft  daugh- 
ter of  Henr/  VII.  King  of  England  :  An  event  on 
which  the  fate  of  the  tv.'o  nations  has  turned  through- 
out eveiy  fucceeding  age  ;  to  it  we  owe  the  union  of 
the  crowns,  the  union  of  the  kingdoms,  and  the  Pro- 
teftant  fucctflion. 

This  poem  was  finifhed,  as  Dunbar  himfelf  informs 
us,  on  the  9th  of  May,  [1503],  near  three  months 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Queen  in  Scotland.  She  was 
the  patronefs  of  Poetiy  at  its  early  dawn  with  us. 
Stewart,  in  his  poem  called  Z^er^e;,  I'fges,  thus  grate- 
fully fpeaks,    ftanza  10. 

«'  Grit  God  rcleif  Margaret  our  Queue, 
♦'   For  and  fcho  war  as  fcho  hes  bene, 

"  Scho  wald  be  Icrger  of  lufray 
'*  Than  all  the  laif  that  I  of  mene, 

*'  For  lerges  of  this  new-yeir  day." 

Stanza  i.  1.  i.  This  verfe  is  to  be  pronounced  thus  : 

"  Quhen  Merche  wes  with  va-ri-and  windis  pad." 

The  former  publiiher,  not  attending  to  the  rules,  or 
rather  to  the  licence,  of  Scottifh  profody,  changed  the 
expreOion  into,  .-..^J 

"  Quhen 


« 
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"  Quhen  Mcrche  with  variand  wiiiJs  was  oDer- 
"  paft." 

This  may  be  a  better  Hue  than  what  Dunbar  could 
make  ;  but  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  a  pubiifher  to  fet  forth 
other  mens  works,  not  his  own." 

1.2.  "  iVppryle."  This  word  is  to  be  pro- 
nounced as  a  trifTyllablc.  The  Scots  Hill  pronounce 
Jpril  thus,  ^peiil ;  Lat.  Aperilis.  PoHTibly  Dunbar 
wrote  Aprilis,  as  in  the  very  lirft  line  of  his  mafcer, 
Chaucer. 

1.  4.     "   Thair    hcuris.'^       Hours,    /leur-s, 

means  their  matins  or  morning-orifons.  Chaucer  has 
made  a  full  choir  of  birds  :  p.  570.     Uric's  edition, 

•'  On  I\Iay-day  when  the  lark  began  to  ryfe, 
"  To  Matins  went  the  lufty  nightingal,"  &c. 

In  ih^  Evergreen,  Dunbar's  verfe  is  turned  thus  :  "  Bc- 
"  gin  by  jimnus  hours  ;''''  which  is  both  profaic,  and  wide 
of  the  fenfe  of  the  poet. 

St.*.  1.5.  "  Fro  the  75j/«/;c."  From  the  fplene,  or, 
as  we  would  nov/  fay,  from  the  heart,  afTiduouny, 
ardently.  It  appears  to  have  been  a  fafhionable  phrafe 
in  the  i6th  century,  but  is  now  forgotten. 

St.  7.  1.  7.  "  Doing  of  dev,-  down  fleit ;"  i.  e.  quick- 
ly dropping  dew. 

St.  9.  1.  I.  "  And  as  the  blifsfuH  fotie  of  chcrarchyy 
Inftead  of  cluriUchy,  the  Evergreen  has,  "  drave  up 
"  the  fky."  "  The  blifsfull  fone  of  cherarchy," 
means  the  thankfgiving  of  the  angels,  in  allulion  to 
Job  xxxviii.  the  holy  ihout  of  the  hofl:  angelical. 

St.  10.  1.4.  "No/ir/wttm."  The  word  "yir/iottr/;," 
muft  be  pronounced  as  a  trifiy liable,  Scho-u-ris.  In 
the  F.vergrecn  there  is  fubftitutcd, 

"  That 
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"    That   nowther   blafliy   fiiower,    nor  blufts   mail* 
cauld." 

A  line  adapted  to  modern  proiody,  making  fc'iouris 
from  three  fyllables,  and  blojlh  from  two,  to  become 
one  ;  adding  bUjliy^  a  fuperOuous  epithet,  and  maii ,  an 
unmeaning  comparative. 

St.  ^^.  1.  6.  "  Full  craftely  conjurit  fcho  the  yar- 
roil/."  The  yarroTL  is  Achillea,  or  JlilUfidiuni,  waX'^.xr- 
ly  Jiieefw(>rt.  I  know  no  reafon  for  fclecting  this  plant 
to  go  on  the  mcffage  to  all  flowers,  but  that  its  name 
has  been  fappofed  to  be  derived  from  arrcw-,  being  held 
a  remedy  fur  Ilefii  wounds  inSisftcd  by  that  weapon. 
The  poet,  in  apology  for  pcrfonif)'ing  fneefiuort,  has 
added,  "  full  craftily  ccnjunt  fcho."  A  ridiculous  e- 
rough  example  of  the  ratio  ultima  vaium,  the  eE02 
Ano   MHXANH2. 

St.  13.  1.  7.  "  And  courage  Iconyne."  Allan  Ram.- 
fay  obferves,  "  this  perhaps  may  be  finiled  at  ;  but 
"  there  is  as  much  to  laugh  at  in  the  modem  phrafe, 
"  of  one's  looking  like  himfeif."  I  cannot  admit,  as  a 
fufficient  apology  for  an  old  phrafe,  that  a  newer 
one  equally  abfurd  is  flill  employed.  Indeed  the  ex~ 
preffion  courage  leanyue,  ufcd  of  a  h'on,  has  nothing  at 
which  "  one  may  fmilc,"  unlefs  that  one  be  of  the 
vulgar,  who  judge  of  language  without  learning,  and 
deride  what  they  do  not  underftand.  The  expreflion 
means  no  more,,  than  "  with  a  heart  fuch  as  befits  a 
"  lion."  In  old  French,  coaroge  means  cof«r.  Thus 
courage  fciiiiniue,  would,  from  analogy,  mean  the  ttn- 
der  fenfibility  which  befits  the  nature  of  woman. 

St.  14.  The  manner  of  blazoning  the  Scottifli  arm* 
is  ingenious  and  elegant. 

St.  17.  1.  7.    "  Quhois  noble  yre  is  protclr  proflra 
*'  //y."     This  obfcure  expreffion  was  not  undcrftood  by 
Allan  Ramfay.     In  p'ace  of  it  he  has,   happily  enough^ 

fubllitutcd 
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fiil.flituted  "  his  grcitnes  mitigates."  There  is,  pro- 
b.ibly,  feme  error  in  the  MS.  From  the  word  pic<firatis 
being  ufed,  a  very  inteliigtr.t  gentleman  concludes, 
that  the  paflaj^e,  however  corrupted,  has  an  ailulion  to 
the  manly  fentiment  of  Virgil,  parcere  fubjcffis  :  thus 
exprefTed  in  the  motto  of  an  iihiftrious  family,  "  Eft 
"  nobiiis  ira  lecnis.'' 

St.  21.  This  is  an  ingenious  exhortation  to  conjugal 
fidelity,  drawn  from  the  high  birth,  beauty,  and  vir- 
tues of  the  Princefs  Margaret. 

St.  22.  1.  3.  "  Aboif  the ////j,  i'Juftrare  of  Irnage." 
Of  more  noble  lineage  than  the  lilly.  He  prefers  Tudor 
to  Fiilois ;  for  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  lilly  means 
France. 

St.  25.  1.  4.  "  Of  michty  coullors  iwsnr.^^  The 
white  of  York,  and  the  red  of  Lancafler.  The  me- 
dal of  James  I.  is  well  known  :  "  Rofas  Henricus,  rc- 
"  gna  Jacobus;"  Evelyn  of  medals,  p.  102.  May 
there  never  be  occafion  to  add,  '*  ^t  quis  co.'t cordis  ani- 
"  moiP" 

St.  27.  The  conclufion  of  this  ftanza  is  taken  from 
Allan  Ramfay,  who  caught  the  fpirit  of  Dunbar, 
which  Dunbar  himfelf  feems  to  have  let  efcape,  by  his 
bald  and  profalc  conclufion. 

"  And  thus  I  wi'ct  as  ye  haif  hard  to  foiTow, 
"  Of  lufty  May  upone  the  nynt  morrow." 

A  conclufion  worfc,  if  worfe  may  be,  than  the  Xiv.q:- 
of  Ben  Jonfon  to  Sir  Kcnclm  Dii,b)  : 

"   Witnefs  thy  vid:ory  gained  at  Scandtroon,, 
**  Upon  thy  biith-day  the  chvcnth  of  June  J" 


Thi 
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The  Coldin  Tergc.     p.  8. 

THis   pcem  was   much  admired  in  the  days  of  its 
author.     By  it  Sir  David  Lindeiay   feems  to  e- 
fiimate  the  poetical  merit  of  Dunbar  : 


—  "  who  language  had  at  lerge. 


*'  As  m.ay  be  fene  inti!  his  Gcldin  TergeJ" 

It  is  rich  in  dcfcriptton  and  in  alUp^ory  ;  but  it  will  not 
afford  much  entertainment  to  thofe  who,  in  obfolete 
poems,  feek  for  the  manners  of  a  remote  age.  The 
fcene  might  have  been  laid,  with  as  mucli  propriety, 
in  Italy  as  in  Scotland,  and  with  more  propriety  du- 
ring Paganifm,  than  in  the  i6th  century. 

St.  29.  1.  7.    "  Wa^  thou  nocht  of  our  IngUs  all  the 
"  licht." 

Dunbar  was  a  native  of  Salton  in  Eaft  Lothian,  and 
confequently  looked  upon  himfelf  as  an  Anglo-Saxon 
by  birth.  From  other  pafTages  of  his  poems,  it  ap- 
pears that  he  was  too  apt  to  defpife  thofe  v.-ho  were 
born  ivithout  t'le  EiigUjh  pale.  Such  confined  ideas 
mud  be  attributed  to  the  ignorant  and  illiberal  age  in 
which  it  v.-as  his  mi; fortune  to  live. 

Every  one  muft  admit  the  jultice  of  his  panegyric  on 
Chaucer,  who  was  indeed  a  prodigy. 

St.  30.  1.  6.  "  And  lies  curgilt  our  fpciche,  that  im- 
perfyte 
Stude,  or  your  goldin  pennis  fchup  to  wryt." 

My  readers  will  not  be  difpleafcd  to  fee  a  panegyric 
on  the  Englifh  language  by  a  Daridi  poet,  llenricus 
Hardcrus,  Epigr.  1.  3.  No  93. 

"  Perftdara 
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**  Pcrfedarn  Veneris  faciem  piiturus  Apellcs, 

"  Virgincos  tota  legit  in  uibe  greges. 
"■  Quicquid  in  cledtis  pnlchrum,  vcl  amabile  foraiis 

"  Reppciit,  in  Papliia;  traniculit  ora  Deic. 
"  ExceUit  nova  forma  rrcdum  :  fe  pluribus  una 

"  Dcbuit,  at  cun^titj  pulchrior  una  fuit. 
*'  Effigies  Veneris,  quam  lie  collegit  Apelles, 

•'  Effigies  linguce  eft  ilia,  Britanne,  tuae." 

Nothing  diftinguiilies  the  genius  of  the  EngliiTi  lan- 
guage fo  much  as  its  general  naturalization  of  foreign- 
ers. Dryden,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  printed  the 
following  words  as  pure  French,  newly  imported.  A- 
tiicttr,  billet-dcux,  caprice,  chagrin,  converfauor.,  dou- 
blc-entetidre,  etnbarrnjj'ed,  fatigue,  figure,  foible,  gall.int, 
good  graces,  grimace,  incendiary,  levee,  triallrealcd,  ral- 
lied, refartic,  ridicule,  tender,  tour  ;  with  fcveral  other* 
which  are  now  conlldered  as  natives.  JJ.irrijge  ^  U 
mode. 


■^  V -T— ;•  ^ -f^**!" •^-5' ^  ■i- •J"+^-f*i-5  tf  ■+ ^•■^♦4*+'J*4 4*  4-r •i*H»^ ^ 


Frnyet  Frier  of  Tungland.     p.  19. 

IN  the  reign  of  James  IV.  a  certain  Italian  adventu- 
rer came  into  Scotland.  He  pretended  to  great 
knowledge  in  alchemy,  and  gave  the  King  hopes  of  be- 
ing put  in  pofFeffion  of  the  philofopher's  ftone.  It  is 
faid,  that  tlie  King  collated  hira  to  the  abbacy  oj^' Tung- 
land  in  Galloway.  This  fellow  was  a  cheat  at  hrll, 
but,  by  no  very  uncommon  gradation,  he  rofe  to  be 
an  enthufiaft.  He  made  unto  hinifelf  wings,  and  en- 
gaged to  fly  to  France  from  the  walls  of  Stirling  caftlc  : 
he  tried  the  experiment,  fell,  and  broke  his  thigh-bone. 
Bifhcp  Lcfley,  Dc  rebus ge/iis  Scotorum,  1.  8.  p.  346.  e- 
4it.  lii-m.  has  given  an  ample  account  of  tJie  feats  of 

this 
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lliij  extraordinary  perforate.  The  biffjop  could  not 
avoid  likening  the  abbot  of  Tungland  to  Simon  Magus  : 
there  is,  however,  this  difference  between  the  ftorics, 
that  the  fanatic  Italian  did  attempt  to  fly,  whereas  the 
adventure  of  Simon  Magus  is  a  ftupid,  inconfulent,  im- 
pofllble  fable. 

Lefley  fays,  that  the  Abbot  of  Tungland  thus  ac- 
counted for  his  misfortune.  "  My  wings,  faid  he, 
"  were  compofed  of  various  feathers;  among  them 
"  were  the  feathers  of  dunghill  fowls,  and  they,  by  a 
*'  certain  fort  of  fympathy,  were  attradted  towards 
"  the  dunghill  ;  whereas  had  my  wings  been  compo- 
"  fed  of  the  feathers  of  eagles  alone,  the  fame  fympa- 
"  thy  would  have  attfaded  them  into  the  region  of 
"  air."  A  fit  apology  during  the  reign  of  fympaihies 
and  antipathies .' 

St.  I.  1.  3.  "  A  fvieving  faiyth  did  me  affaile  ;"  a 
vifion  fuddenly  came  upon  me. 

1.  5.    "  A  Turk  of  Tartary."     The  Turks 

were  firft  known  by  the  name  of  Tartars,  from  the 
country  out  of  which  they  iflued.  There  is  a  curious 
account  of  the  Turks  in  the  Chi'onicle  of  Melros, 
much  in  the  form  of  a  news-pajicr. 

Here  let  me  obferve,  in  pafling,  that  the  origin  of 
news-papers  is  probably  to  be  afcribed  to  the  circular 
letters  from  the  Pope  to  the  clergy,  or  from  the  gene- 
rals of  the  different  religious  orders  to  their  conventual 
brethren.  Anciently  thofe  news-papers  were  occafional 
:uid  rare  ;  but  now  things  arc  changed.  13  Evening- 
Pofls  make  a  Magazine,  iz  Ma.'razines  make  aRegifteiv 
and,  it  is  fuppofed,  20  Regiacrs  may  make  a  Hiftor)-. 

1.  7.  "  For  1 1  p> pin."'     A  fugitive  or  vagabond. 

1.  8.  "In  wach  man's  weid  ;"  in  tlicdrcfs  ot 

.1  droller  or  wanderer.  ]Vaif\.Yono\x(\ctdii)a;(f,  is  a /fray. 
1  he  Englilh  fliil  pronounce  c/i  nsjf;  loff  for  Icc/i. 

'■'t.  2.  1. 1.  "  Fra  baptaliHg  for  to  efchcw  ;"  to  avcid 
,ig  baptized  ;  for  had  be  beer,  difcovercd.  he  would 

V  hav- 
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have  been  made  a  flave,  or,  by  way  of  alternative,  for- 
ced to  profefs  Chriltianity. 

1.  4.    "  For  he  cowlh  wryte  and  reid  ;"  the 

meaning  is,  as  he  could  read  and  write,  he  was  able 
to  pals  for  a  frier  under  the  habit  which  he  had  alfu- 
med. 

1.  8.  "  With  lltill  of  Lumbard  /.;i,"   eitlier 

"  with  fmall  knowledge  of  the  Italian  language,"  or 
<'  with  a  little  or  a  fmatterlng  of  Italian  literature," 
or  "  with  fome  knowledge  of  the  Lombard  bufinefs 
cf  broker." 

St.  3.    1.  4.    "  Or  he  hyne yeid,'^     Before   he   went 
from  thence. 

1.  5.  "  Vane-organii  he  full  clenely  carvit." 

This  is  a  very  obfcure  line.  The  gloffary  fubjoined  to 
the  Evergreen  palTes  it  over,  as  indeed  it  does  almort  e- 
very  phrafe  which  is  not  known  to  the  vulgar. 

■  ■    "  Fafie-organh,"  fetms  to  mean  the  veins  of 
the  head  ;  and  then  the  fenfe  will  be,  He  was  dextrous  ' 
in  bleeding  at  the  veins  of  the  head.     This  is  common- 
ly   performed   by   cupping-glaflTes,    which     no   doubt 
would  be  confidercd  in  Scotland  as  a  cuiious  operation. 

1.  6.    ♦'   Of    his   ftraik   fae  mory   ftarvit  ;V' 

when  fo  many  died  by  his  ftroke.  The  word  flrsiky 
or  flroke,  feems  to  confirm  the  notion,  that  cupping- 
glafles  ai-e  here  meant.  Stawit  is  a  word  ftill  prefer- 
red in  Englifli,  implying  a  violent  death  by  hunger. 
To  Jl.wvs  of  cold,  is  ftill  a  Scottifh  exprenioii,  from 
the  word  Jlcr-.eii,  to  die. 

St.  4.  1.5.  "  In  pottingry  he  wrocht  grit  pyne." 
Adling  in  the  ch.';rai5ier  of  apothecary  he  did  much 
mifchief.  The  poet  diflinguiilies  the  three  branches  of 
the  healing  art  all  joined  in  this  empyric,  "  Pottingry, 
medecyne,  and  leiche- craft." 

1.7.    "  This  JoTt',"  not  this  Jew,    but  this 

juggler  or  magician.  The  words  to  joTufi,  to  deceive, 
Midijov.-kery-pa'VL'kry,  juggling  tricks,  areflill  in  ufe.     ■: 

In 
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In  Lord  Hyrdford's  MS.  p.  136.  there  is  a  rVag- 
iVient  of  a  fort  of  fairy  tale,  where  '•'  Scho  is  the 
"  Qucne  of  yju/j';"  means,  ftic  is  thequetn  of  magi- 
gicians. 

St.5.1.2.  :.   "  Hc^v;;!dh;•if  fbranychttctyd, 

•■'  A  hacknay  ar.d  the  hurtnian'a  hyd." 

His  fees  were  fo  exorbitar.t,  that  one  night's  attend- 
?iice  coft  a  horfe,  the  moft  fumptuous  of  prefents  in 
thofe  days,  and  the  Ikin  of  the  patient,  ftill  alluding., 
r.?  it  would  feem,  to  the  manner  in  which  the  mounte- 
bank applied  his  ciippiiig-glafTes.  Hyd  may  mean  hid- 
den treafure,  or  hoar  J ;  but  the  other  interpretation 
fcems  more  fimple. 

1,4.  "  So  meikle  he  was  of  ff/_yij«rt'."  Pro- 
bably corrupted  from  vioiens.  It  means  expedients  for 
gain. 

1.  5.  "  His/;-w;  was  rude  as  ony  rawchtir." 

His  chirurgical  inftruments  were  like  thofe  ufed  in  tor- 
ture. Ungrammatical  phrafes,  fuch  as  "  yrins  %vas," 
are  very  frequent  in  this  collection. 

'  1.  8.     "  Cardevyance."      Literally  garde  ds 

viaiidc,  or  cupboard  ;  but  here  it  implies  his  cabinet. 
The  gloffary  fubjoincd  to  the  Evsrgree-i,  ridiculoufly 
enough  explains  it  to  be  a  cafe  of  i::Jlru>nsrits. 

In  this  ftanza  and  the  following,  the  poet  deferibes 
his  hero  bufied  in  the  laboratory^  "  This  dignitary 
"  of  the  church,"  fays  he,  "  never  chofe  to  go  to 
"  mafs,  although  warned  by  the  holy  bell,  or  (kellat. 
"  [This  name  is  ftiil  given  to  a  fort  of  rattle  which 
"  criers  ufe.]  His  head  with  beating  at  the  anvil  was 
"  fpottedor  fpeckled  like  ablackfmith's  ;  brinkit,  [pro- 
"  bably  an  error  of  the  tranfcriber  for  bruikit.]  i\l- 
"  though  a  new-made  canon,  he  difobeyed  the  ecclc- 
"  f.aftical  law,  which  requires  perfons  of  that  (lation  to 
"  fay  matins.  He  neither  put  on  flole  nor  fanon, 
"  [y?.'/a  ^.nii  i/ia»ij)ultir,  or  fuc,'iiri.',m,  i>a.ris  of  the  veii- 
U  a  "  ments 
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•'  ments  of  an   ofiRciating  prlclt],     left  they  fnculd 
have  been  defil'^d  with  the  fmoke  of  his  laboratory." 

St.  8.  1.  2.  "  To  mak  the  quinti'JTuKce  and  failycit." 
Of  alchemy  and  its  royal  bubbles,  there  is  a  good  ac- 
count in  a  trad  by  J.  F.  Buddeus.  "  An  alchemifta; 
<'  lint  in  republica  tolerandi  ;"  Hal^  Saxonum,  17 12, 
lamo.  Tills  tradt  contains  a  curious  anecdote,  which 
appears  to  have  a  free  circulation  in  Germany.  §3. 
"  In  Anglia  quoque  olim  legem  fuiffe,  ne  cui  fine 
"  permifiu  principis,  fub  poena  capitis,  alchemiam  ex- 
"  ercere  liceat,  audor  eft  Martinus  Dclrio,  l.i.  Difq, 
"  Mag.  c.  5.  9.  4.  Cui  tamen  conlrariam  legem  op- 
"  pofuit,  in  eodem  regno  Henricus  IV.  quatuor  edidis 
"  fanciens,  ut  omnes  et  finguli  incols  pr:rparando  la- 
"  pidi  philofophico  operam  darent,  quo  sere  alieno 
"  exire  pollet  lefpublica.  Et  lepida  eft  ratio,  qua  fa- 
"  cerdotes,  ad  profequendum  chryfopoete  ftudium 
"  impellit  :  quod  cum  fiut  adeu  filices  in  pane  ei  vino  in 
"  corpus,  et  fanguinein  Chi  ifii  iranfub/Jantiandit,  facilt 
'<  ctiam  ignobilitis  nietalliim  in  nobilius  convert  ere  pojjint. 
"  Menticncm  horum  edidlorum  injicit  Jo.  Pettus  An- 
'•  glus,  in  fodiais  mineralibus  ;  five,  tie  hijlory,  law!, 
"  and  places  of  t':e  chief  minis  and  tiiineral  viork<  in  Eng- 
"  land,  p.  I.  c.37.  Ex  quo  h?ce  rcfert  Georgius  Paf- 
"  chius  de  inventis  nov-antiquis,  c.  6.  p.  331.  Qui  tt 
"  Morhofium  d.  tranfniut.  rnetallorum,  §12.  p.  zf';. 
*'  hujus  rei  teftcm  addit,  cui  banc  in  rem  inqiiirenti 
<«  a  cuftode  regiorum  diplomatum  refponfum  fit,  ipla 
"  autographa  hodicquc  fupcrefTe  in  Archivo."  The 
fl'ur  aAs  of  parliament,  II.  4.  recommending  the  llu- 
dy  of  alchemy,  in  order  to  pay  the  national  debt, 
would  lie  a  curious  acceftion  to  the  ftatutc-book. 
James  IV.  of  Scotla-id  was  a  profclTed  admirer  of  al- 
chemy. In  a  letter  from  him  to  Mr  James  Inghs, 
epi/l.  reg.  S:ot.  v.  i.  p.  119.  he  favF,  "  Animi  tui  be- 
"  nevolentiam  gratanter  accepimus,  qua,  datis  ad  nos 
"  Uteris  reconditos  alchemic  yiiw/orn  phll  fnphis  li- 
*'  bvos  apiid  t','  i.fie  f gnifua?  :    quo-j  etfi  viri  digniftimi 

"  abs 
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<■'  abs  te   petercnt,    ad  noftros   tamen  ufus   difficillus 
"  fcrvas,  quia  nos  eo  arsis  Jludio  teneri  audinras.'" 

St.  8.  1.  4.  "  A  fedrem  on  he  tuke."  After  having 
ill  vain  attempted  to  make  the  grand  elixir,  he  put  ca 
wings  ;  fedrem  or  fedderome,  is  feathering. 

1.  5.  "  Ai:dfchupein  Turky  for  to  fie.'"  Sha- 
ped his  courfe,  or  prepared  himfclf  to  fly  back  into  the 
land  of  the  Turks,  which  the  poet  has  thought  proper 
to  rcprcfent  as  the  native  country  of  this  friar.. 

St.  9.  &c.  The  author  has  introduced  the  names  cf 
many  different  fowls.  Inftead  of  cumbering  the  glcf- 
f  try  with  the  explication  of  a  multitude  of  words 
\\  hich  cccur  but  once,  I  will  explain  them  here  as  well 
as  I  am  able.  Gled.,  fparhalk,  iarfal,  Jlanchel,  bljfarl, 
vuvlyen,  viittane,  are  all  different  kinds  of  hawks.  Pyci, 
magpie  ;  cra-wis,  common  crows  ;  ma-wis,  mew  ;  gor- 
r:av<,  coi"morant ;  /('<2/;V,.  jack-daws  ;  ja,  geay  ;  egi/', 
c  agle  ;  h'^rnet-hoivh,  great  horned  owl  ;  rukis,  rooks  ; 
St  H'larti-i's  foil'!,  the  marten  cr  martlet,  which  is  fup- 
pofed  to  leave  this  country  about  St  Martin's  day  in 
the  beginning  of  winter  ;  cuf  Ileitis,  is  ring-doves  ;  but 
fjom  the  company  they  are  placed  in,  may  be  under- 
ilood  of  chcuetti,  comrnrn  owl. 

St.  10.  1.  7.  "  To  the  fpring  him.  fpcd."  Betook 
hirnfelf  haftily  to  his  fpring  or  flight. 

St.  II.  1.  8.  "  Scho  held  them  at  a  hynt.'"  Literal- 
ly held  them  by  a  hold,  i.  e.  held  them  fail. 

St.  13.  1.  I.  "  Sbippit  with  a  ficryke."  The  word 
'bippit  fignifies  to  make  mouths  in  fign  of  deriiion. 

1.5.  "  Uncunnandly  hecawkit."     Unknow- 

■  :  ;^,'!y  he  bewrayed  himfelf. 

1.  7,  "  Hawkit."      Horned  cattle  arc  called 

■nivkit  when  they  have  flreaks  on  their  fkin,    and  par- 
Uvularly  on  their  foreheads. 

U  3  Dreani 
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Dream  of  the  Abbot  of  Timgland .    p .  2  3 . 

ST.  5.  1.2.  "Mahoun."  According  to  Matth.  Paris, 
p.  289.  ad  an.  1336,  Maho  is  the  fame  with  Ma- 
homet. Du  Cange,  voc  Malium,  has  quoted  various 
paflages  from  the  old  French  poets,  which  he  thinks 
proves  this.  A  more  dired  proof  is  to  be  found 
in  the  fragment  of  the  Fairy  tale,  formerly  quoted, 
^  here  the  following  lines  occur. 

«'  The  carling  now  for  difpyte, 
"  Is  mareit  with  Machomytc, 
'*  Senfyne  the  cokkis  of  Crawmound  crew  nevir  a, 

"  day, 
"  For  dule  of  that  devillifh  demc  Vvas  v.ith  Mahoun. 
mareit,"  5:c. 

Here  Mahou;:  and  3Ia/icinct  are  evidently  fy'nonymous. 
It  would  fecm  that  the  Franks  hearing  the  Saracens 
fwear  by  their  prophet,  imagined  him  to  be  fome  evil 
fpirit  whicli  they  wodhipped  :  Hence  all  over  the  weft- 
ern  world  Mahoun  came  to  be  an  appellation  of  the 
devil. 


*»"»*  ^  *i'  *t  *  J  *^"j<-^-4»  <J*  •^•5**|*<J*«^  A«j**s*^'^-5»«^-|*  A«j»**«*ifc*j.  ^  •!»  «^  «|i  «|kb 


The  Damice.     p.  27. 

THE  drav.Ing  of  this  picture  is  bold,  tlic  figures  well 
grouped.  I  do  not  recolledt  ever  to  have  ften  the 
/<  viitt  deadly  fins  painted  by  a  more  mafterly  pencil  than 
tlict  of  Dunbar,  Ilis  defigns  certainly  excel  the  ex- 
planatory peacocks  and  fcrpents  of  Callot. 

St.  I. 
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St.  I.  1.  I.  "  Of  Februar  the  fifttne  nyclit."  lie 
afterwards  mentions  this  to  have  been  on  the  eve  of 
Lent ;  fo  that  the  precife  date  of  this  poem  may  be 
afcertained,  viz.  in  that  year  of  the  reign  of  James  IV. 
or  James  V.  when  Lent  began  on  the  i6th  February. 

1.  6.  "  Mahoun."     See   note  to  "  The  vi- 

"  Hon  concerning  the  Abbot  of  Tungland." 

1.  7.    "  S/iretvis  that  wer  never  fchrevin." 

Accurfed  perfons  who  had  never  made  cynfeifion  to 
the  prieft,  nor  of  confequence  obtained  abfolution. 

1.  10.  "  Gallands  ga  graith  a  gyis"  Gal- 
lants prepare  a  mafic.  The  exhibitions  of  gy  farts  are 
ftill  known  in  Scotland,  being  the  fame  with  the  Chrift- 
mas  monimery  of  the  Englifli.  In  Scotland,  even  till 
the  beginning  of  this  century,  mafkers  were  admitted 
into  any  fafliionable  family,  if  the  perfon  who  intro- 
duced them  was  known,  and  became  anfvverable  for 
the  behaviour  of  his  companions.     Dancing  with  the 

nialkcrs  enfued. This,  I   fuppofe,  was  the  pronilf- 

cuous  dancing,  the  fubjecft  of  many  a  fad  declamation, 
borrowed  from  Pryrnc  and  other  writers  of  that  fort. 

1.  la.  "  Cnmountis.^'     Gambdde,  crurum  jac- 

UUio,  of  the  neweft  French  fafliion. 

St.  2.  1.  4.  "  And  fit/}  of  all  in  dance  wes  Pryd.'" 
Pride  properly  takes  place  of  all  the  other  deadly  fins. 
By  that  fin  fell  the  jngels. He  is  defcribed  in  the  ce- 
remony-habit of  thole  times,  in  his  bonnet  and  gown, 
his  hair  loofely  thrown  back,  his  cap  awry  ;  his  kethat, 
cafaque,  or  gov/n,  induftriouily  made  to  fall  down  to 
his  feet  in  ample  folds. 

1.  10).    "  Trumpour."     I  know  no  Avord  in 

Englifh  that  approaches  fo  nearly  to  the  fenfe  of  this  as 
the  vulgar  one,  tattle-JculL  In  the  Low  Dutch,  trotnp 
is  a  rattle  ;  trovifen,  to  rattle.  It  is  more  immediate- 
ly derived  fiom  the  French,  trompeur,  when  underftood 
as  that  whereby  one  is  deceived  ;  for  the  context  will 
not  admit  of  our  underltanding  it  in  the  fenfe  of  an 
a.(5tive  cheat. 

St.  3. 
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St.  3.  1.  I.  "  Heilie  Harlottis  on  hawtane  wyfs.'* 
This  is  a  bold  line,  if  it  implies,  as  I  think  it  does, 
"  Holy  whores  in  haughty  guife." 

1.  6.  "  Black-bdly  and  Bawfy-Brown."  Po- 
pular names  of  certain  fpirits.  Baii'fy-Eroiun  feems 
to  be  the  Engliih  Robin  Goodfcllow,  known  in  Scot- 
land by  the  name  of  Brov:r.ie.  In  Lord  Hyndfords 
MS.  p.  104.  among  other  fpirits  there  occurs, 

"  Browny  als  that  can  play  kow 

♦'  Behind  the  claith  with  mony  mow." 

St.  4.  1.  4.  *'  Bof^aris,.  bragga-ris,  .ind  barganeris." 
KufFers,  (or  threatners),  boafters,  and  they  who  pick 
quarrels. 

•  1.  6.  "  All  bodlfi  in   feir  of  iveir."     Literally 

all  arrayed  in  feature  of  war.  "  Boditt  and /•;>  of 
"•d'cir,  are  both  in  the  ftatute-book.  Sir  David  Linde- 
fay  thus  fpeaks  of  the  ftate  of  Scotland  during  the  mi- 
ncrity  of  James  V.  p.  202. 

"  OpprefTion  did  fa  loud  his  bugil  blaw, 

"  That  nane  dui-ft  ride  but  into  feir  of  weir."* 

i.  e.     His  horn  fo  loudly  did  opprefnon  blow, 

That  none  durft  journey  but  in  martial  lliew. 

1.  7.  "  In  Jakkis,    ftryppis,  and  bonnetis  of 

•'  fteill."  AVith  fhort  coats  of  mail,  and  ftetl  Iiead- 
picces.  Stryppis  may  fignify  /iiirops.  It  is  oddly 
joined  with  armour. 

'  1.  8.    "  Thair  leggis  wer  chenyiet  to  the 

heill."  Probably  their  legs  were  all  covered  with  iron 
net-work. 

St.  5.  1.  10.  "  With  rownaris  of  fals  lefingis." 
Rounders  orwhifperers  of  falfe  injurious  reports.  Dun- 
bar, with  a  generous  indignation,  laments  that   the 

catos 
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gates  of  princes  were  not  fhut  again/l  the  plague  of 
fiich  vermin. 

St.  6.1.  6.  "AM  with  thai  IVarlo  went."  "  Warloch" 
is  ftill  iired  for  a  male  witch  or  magician.  See  Lye  in 
his  additions  to  Junius.  Voc.  Warlochhud-pyke,  was 
ufed  in  that  age  for  a  mifer. 

1.  8.  "  A  fuddsr  or  fJdey.'"'     It  is  properly 

138  lb.  weight,  but  here  it  is^  ufed  for  any  indefinite 
great  quantity. 

St.  7.  1.  4.  "  Mony  fii'clr  ^am^'afrf  belly-huddroun." 
Svieir,  lazy,  fluggifli.  In  modern  language,  the  con- 
fequence  only  is  ufed  ;  for  fweir  means  unwilling. 
Bumbard :  The  meaning  of  this  word  is  to  be  found 
in  Pierce  Ploughman,  p.  24.  p.  2.  quoted  by  Skinner. 
*'  And  who  fo  bummed  thereof,  bought  it  thereafter, 
a  gallon  for  a  grote."  Skinner  fays,  *'  Videtur  ex 
'*  contextu,  quicunque  earn  cerevifiam  guftavit,  vel 
"^  quicunque  earn  appetiit  feu  concupivit."  Hence 
bummard,  bumbard,  btwipard,  muft  be  a  trier  or  a  tafter, 
*'  Ceiui  qui  goute."  A  drammer  will  be  found  to  have 
&  like  fignification  ;  he  who  drinks  often  in  fmall  quan- 
tities. "  BeUy-hfiddrouTf.'"  The  word  huddroun  is  ftill 
ufed  for  "  a  flovenly  diforderly  perfon." 

■ 1.5.  "  Mony  flute  ^y^Ti',  and  flepy  duddroun." 

Sliite,  /levjt/i,  flothful.  Dciiv,  idle,  ufelefs,  creature. 
G.  Douglas  fays,  Prologue  to  Maphaeus's  fupplcment, 
p.  152.  i.  23.  • 

"   I  wyl  not  be  ane  dniu,  I  v^]  not  fleip." 

"  Duddroun."  I  think  it  means  a  ghofl,  from  A.  S. 
dydrunyha.  Phantafmata.  See  Benfon,  Vocabularium 
j^nglo-Saxptiicum . 

1.  6.  "  Hirn  fervit  ay  with  founyie."'  At- 
tended on  him  with  care. 

— 1.12.    "  (Quicker  of  counye."     Quicker  of 

Mnniing  or  apprclier,I:on,  or,  pcrhap!--,  quicker  of  coin» 

of 
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ftf  ci;Ci!)?.tion  or  coiirfe.  The  law  of  the  rr.eafiirc 
■which  Dunbar  ufes,  required  that  the  3d,  6th,  y'Ji, 
and  1:1th  lints  of  each  ftanza  fiumld  rhyme  tcge- 
ther.  This  has  fettered  the  poet,  snd  oblii-vd  him  to 
life  feveral  expreffioiis,  not  bccaufe  they  were  the  apt-  , 
e'>,  but  bccaufe  they  anfwercd  the  meafure  beft, 

St.  8.  1.  2.  •'  Berand  lyk  a  ^^^7;  horfs."  Neighing 
like  a  ftone  horfe.  The  meaning  of  the  Fr.  baguette  is 
well  known. 

. 1.5.  "  Tramort."     Dead  body,  corpfe  ;  io 

p.  94.  of  this  colleflion. 

1.  9.    "  Lyk  tiu-kas   burnand  reid."     Like 

red-hot  pincers. The  two  lines  which  follow  are 

highly  charadtcriftical,  but  at  the  fame  time  are  fo 
grofsly  indecent,  that  it  was  neceflary  to  fupprefs  them. 
The  publiflier  of  the  Evergreen  followed  the  fame 
courfe. 

St.  9.  1.  7.  "  Full  mony  a  -waijllefs  Tvally  drag." 
Wally-dr  agle  is  a  word  ftill  ufed  for  the  weakefi;  bird  in 
the  neft,  or  the  weakeft  chicken  In  the  flock.  It  feems 
coiTupted  from  T.a!lou:t  dreg,  a  withered  outcaft,  and 
thence  by  an  eafy  metonymy,  fignifies  any  thing  ufc- 
lefs  or  unprofitable. 

■ 1.  12.    "  Thair  lovery  wes  na  lefs,"     Their 

defire  was  not  diminiflied  ;  their  thirft  was  infatiable. 

St.  10.  1.  2.  "  Glemen."  Glee-men,  or  minftrels. 
See  Piercy's  Dijlert.uion  C7i  niiufireli,  wherein  many  cu- 
rious illuftrations  of  Britilh  antiquities  are  to  be  found. 

.  1.  6.    "  And  entirt  be  binf  of  richt.'"     Was 

admitted  to  the  polTcffion  of  his  inheritance  in  hell  by 
the  BriV2  de  rcfio. 

St.  10.  This  whole  ftanza  is  employed  in  fatyrizing 
the  highianders.  Dunbar  was  a  Lothian  man,  born 
in  a  Saxon  country.  The  antipathy  which  the  Scottifh 
Saxons  bore  at  the  highlandtrs.in  former  times,  is  al- 

moft 
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iiioit  incredible,  I  might  fay  altogether,  did  not  oiJr 
own  days  furnifli  us  with  examples  of  the  fame  imbeci- 
lity of  mind.  There  are  various  proofs  of  it  in  Lord 
Hyndford's  MS.  which  I  will  not  tranfcribc.  I  be- 
lieve the  enmity  of  the  highlanders  was  no  lefs  ranco- 
rous. Happily  thofe  wretched,  narrow-minded,  and 
infinitely  fatal  animofities,  are  no  more,  in  that  pait  of 
t^ie  unitid  kingdoms  called  Scotland. 

■  1.  z.   **  Macfadyane."     Mahoun  having  ex- 

prefied  his  defire  to  fee  an  highland  pageant,  a  fiend 
Tiafted  to  fetch  31acfadyane.  I  fuppofe  this  name  was 
chofen  by  the  poet  as  one  of  the  harflieft  that  occurred 
to  him.  In  Lord  Hyndford's  MS.  there  is  a  poem  by 
Captain  Montgomery,  the  elegant  author  ofT/ie  Chat/ 
*:id  the  SJae,  which  begins  thus  : 

"  Finlay  >Lacconnoquhy  ful  Macfadyan." 

The  refi:  of  the  poem  is  equally  illiberal  and  fcurri- 
lous,  and  Ihev^'s  how  poor,  how  very  poor.  Genius 
appears,  when  its  compofitions  are  debafed  to  the  mean- 
eft  prejudices  of  the  meaneft  vulgar. 

St.  II.  1.4.  "  Be  he  tht  Ccrremth  had  done  fchout." 
As  foon  as  he  had  made  the  cry  of  diftrefs,  or  what  in 
old  French  is  called  d  Paiie.  So  in  the  ballad  of  the 
I  :ttle  of  Harlaw.  St.  x.  1.  7.  "  Cryand  the  Corynoch 
■■  on  hie."  The  gloflai*y  fubjoined  to  the  Evergreen 
i'ays,  that  it  means  a  htglaitd  tune  ;  that  is,  it  may  be 

either  a  ftrain  of  victoiy  or  a  dirge. I  obferve  in  paf- 

fing,  that  the  Battle  of  Hurlaw  appears  to  have  been  at 
.  ieafl:  retouched  by  a  more  modern  hand.  It  does  not 
fpeak  in  the  language  or  iij  the  verfification  of  the  iftli 
century.  I  fiifpect  that  it  will  be  found  to  be  as  recent 
£s  the  days  of  Queen  ?Jary  or  James  VI. 

1.7.  "  Thae  tarmegantis."     See  an  account 

of  the  word  termagant  in  Lye's  edition  oi  J'jttius.  That 
Tirticle,  however,  might  have  been  more  ample.  I  fuf- 
7  cc  that  Dunbar  m.cant  another  word  than  termagant, 

or. 
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or,  "  hcathenifli  crew,"  Tliere  is  a  fpecics  of  wild- 
fowl v/ell  known  in   the  higlilantls  ot   Scotland,   which 

our  ftatute-book  calls  termigant Dunbar  may  have 

likened  the  highlanders  to  a  flock  of  their  country- 
birds  ;  the  context  favours  this  interpretation,  and 
thus  his  illiberal  raillery  will  be  like  that  of  Eflex  calves, 
Hampfliire  hogs,  Middlefex  mungrils,  Norfolk  dump- 
lings, Welch  goats,  &c.  and  his  wit  will  be  upon  a 
footing  with  that  of  Cleveland. 


when  the  Scots  deceafe. 


"  Hell,  like  their  nation,  feeds  on  barnacles  : 
"  A  Scot,  when  from  the  gallows-tree  got  loofe, 
"  Falls  into  Styx,  and  turns  a  foland  goofe. 
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The  Szceirers  and  the  Devill.     p.  31. 

THE  former  publillicr  has  retouched  this  poem  i« 
almoft  every  line.  Inftead  of  the  lim.ple  burden 
in  the  original,  he  has  inferted  many  lively  repartees 
on  the  devil's  part.  Sometimes  he  has  made  him  fpeak 
againft  his  own  intertft,  as  Itanza  12. 

"  Quoth  Nick,  thcu'll  get  far  lefs  with  me." 

It  is  remarkable  th.at  many  of  the  oaths  which  fell 
under  the  lalh  of  Dunbar's  fatyre,  are  avStually  recited 
in  a*5l;  16.  parliament  5.  Queen  Mary,  anno  1551  ;  as, 
*'  Devil  ftick,  cummer,  [i.e.  cum  ovir  or  o''ur~\  gore, 
"  roift,  orriefe."  Penalties  are  inflidcd  by  the  fta- 
tute  on  the  ufers  of  fuch  oaths  :  In  particular,  it  is  pro- 
vided, that  "  ane  prelate  of  f:it/i,  earle  or  lord,"  (hall 
for  the  Jirji  offence  be  lined  in  iz  pennies,  and  for  the 

fr:,rt/l 
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fonrth  fault,  be  banifted  or  committed  to  prlfon  du- 
ring a  complete  year. 

I  have  never  been  able  to  difcover  from  what  caufe 
our  anceftors  became  fo  monftroufly  addidted  to  pro- 
fane   fwearing. 1    remember  Tom    Brown  fome 

where  ufes,  "  fwear  like  a  Scotfman,"  as  a  proverbial 
expreffion.  There  certainly  muft:  be  a  tradition  upon 
the  continent,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  ifiand 
were  apt  to  fwear  in  common  converfation  ;  for  in 
Holland,  the  children,  when  they  fee  any  Britifh  peo- 
ple, fay,  "  there  come  the  G —  dams  ;"  and  the  Pcrtu- 
guefe,  when  they  acquire  a  fmattering  of  Englifli,  fay, 

*'  How  do  you  do,  Jack  ;   G —  damn  you." Queen 

Elifabeth  was  a  common  fwcarer.  Aubery  le  Maurier, 
in  \\i%  Memoires  de  In  Hnllande,  p.  213.  obferves,  that 
Queen  Elifabeth  did  not  pronounce  French  properly  ; 
for  that  ibe  faid,  Maafi^i,  and  paar  D:'eu.  This,  by  the 
way,  is  one  proof,  among  many  others,  that,  in  the 
i6th  century,  the  Englifli  made  more  ufe  of  the  opea 
a,  than  they  do  now.  Had  Queen  Elifabeth  lived  in 
the  prefent  age,  fhe  would  have  been  more  apt  to  fay, 
mat  and  per.  There  is  another  example  of  this  kind  in 
Walpole's  Noble  Authors,  art.  Ejjex.  "  The  Queen 
•*  daiunced.^' 

Brantome,  if  I  remember  right,  fomewhere  fays, 
That  the  French  were  taught  Avcaring  by  the  Spaniards. 

The   modern  French  oaths  are  generally  of  the 

<jafcogne  diale(5t,   introduced  by  Henry  IV. 

St.  I.  1.  3.  "  Aithis  of  creu-allic  ;'"  that  is,  in  the 
words  of  the  ftatute  juft  quoted,  grievous  out/is.  In 
vulgar  Enghfli,  blajdy  is  (till  ufcd  in  a  fimilar  fenfe. 

St.  2.  1.  2.  "  Ane  preift  fwcirit  braid."  The  fcan- 
dalous  oath  here  alluded  to,  as  peculiar  to  the  clergy, 
and  to  butchers,  ftanza  9.  is  much  ufed  in  Germany. 
The  French  alfo  ufe  it,  but  politely  minced  down,  as 
is  their  pra<fticc  in  fwearing. 

X  St.  3. 
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St.  3.  1.  2,  "  Harmes  wes,"  Sec.  i.  e.  forrows,  -\vli» 
v/as,  &c.  This  is  particularly  mentioned  in  the  fla- 
tute. 

St.  4-  h  a.  "  His  part  of  lievin  and  hdl.'"  The  for- 
mer publiilicr  has  taken  the  trouble  to  make  Itnfe  of 
this  oath,  by  printing /or,   inftead  of  j«r/. 

St.  7.  "  Anefoutar  faid,''  Sec.  From  this  and  ma- 
ny other  palTages  in  Dunbar's  poems,  to  be  found  in 
the  Evergreen,  it  appears  that  he  had  a  ftrange  antipa- 
thy at  flioemakers.  The  oaths  which  he  appropriates 
to  the  flioemakers  may  not  have  fo  much  of  the  boa 
ton  of  infidelity  as  thofe  of  the  churchmen  and  butch- 
ci's.  They  are  however  lefs  exceptionable,  being  no 
more  than  "  ifackins  ;"  and,  "  may  I  be  hanged  elfe." 

St.  10.  This  ftanza  is  aimed  at  the  extortion  of  malt- 
makers,  who  took  a  profit  of  /;.v  J]:illing.<  on  the  boll  of 
barley.  This  would  be  incredible,  were  it  not  proved 
by  adt  29.  pari.  4.  James  V.  which  limits  their  profit 
to  two  fliillings  on  tlie  boll. 

St.  12. 1.  4.  "  For  with  that  craft  I  can  nocht  tliraip."^ 
The  fenfe  of  this  line  is  obfcure.  I  apprehend  that  it 
means,  in  demanding  high  or  exorbitant  prices  for  my 
work,  I  cannot  threap,  afilrm,  or  perfifl:,  a",  otiier  ar- 
tificers do  ;  for  every  cuftomer  knows  the  juft  price  of 
my  work,  confiding  folely  of  horfe-fhoes  and  plough- 
irons.  It  is  probable  that  throughout  the  country 
men  were  a!tri^ed  w  thirled  to  the  finith's  fliop  of  the 
barony,  as  much  as  to  the  jnill  ;  fo  that  the  complaint 
of  the  fmith,  concerning  the  fniall  gains  of  hij  profcf- 
fion,  is  to  be  confidered  as  highly  affefled.  PoiTibly 
ihraip  may  be  the  fame  as  thrive. 

St.  13.  1.  2.    This  line  is  omitted  on   account  of  its 

blunt  courfe  ftyle. The  former  publirtier  printed  it 

with  fuch  variations  as  rendered  it   unintelligible.     It 

fcenicd 
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r;emed  more  expedient  to  omit  it  a'together.  If  p.ny 
one,  however,  inclines' to  fill  up  the  blai.k,  he  may  do 
It  in  tliis  manner. 

"  Ane  menftrall  faid,  The  fiend  me  gore, 
"  Gif  ocht  I  do  bot  drynk  and  rore." 

St.  I4-.  "  Ane  difcar  ^aid,"  &c.  In  a  difpute  at 
play,  a  gamefter  fwore,  that  he  had  thrown  three  fixes 
with  three  dice.  This  is  the  higheft  throw  known,  ex- 
cepting that  of  St  Ghifiain,  who,  playing  againlt  the 
devil,  threw  fevens. 

St.  15.  I.  r.    "  III  that  evir  I  chaip."     The  MS.  in- 
fcead  of  ?//,   has  God.     The  word  chaip  is  u fed   for  e- 
fcape.     So   that  the    fcnfe  is,  "  I  will  not   dtfill  from 
<*  my  vocation  till  1  be  hanged.'' 


The  Tejiament  of  Mr  Andi'o  Kennedy, 
P-  35- 

THis  is  a  fingular  performance  ;  it  reprefents  the 
character  of  a  drimkcn  gracelcfs  fcholar.  The 
alternate  lines  are  ccmpofed  of  flireds  of  the  breviar)% 
mixed  with  what  we  call  Drg-Lathi,  and  the  French 
Latin  ds  cuifiite.  The  ftanzas  13.  and  r4.  contain  a 
bold  ridicule  of  the  funeral-ceremonies  ufed  in  the  Ro- 

milh  church. On    another  occaiion  Dunbar  carried 

the  fpirit  of  ridicule  much  farther.  His  Derge  l*o 
King  James  V.  is  a  lewd  and  profane  parody  of  the 
litanies  of  the  church  of  Rome.  Proteftants  cannot 
be  fully  fenfible  of  the  irreligious  ftrain  of  Dunbar's 
DergL  Had  James  V.  retained  any  the  leaft  appear- 
X  3  ance 
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ance  of  devcticn,  no  poet  dmfT:  have  addrefled  him  m 
fuch  a  ftyle.  Bifliop  Lefiey  extols  him  for  his  ardent 
zeal  againft  heretics  :  ■"  Rex  tanto  ecclcfi^e  dilatandse 
•'  ftudio  efTerebatur,  ut  in  hxreli,  tanquam  hydra 
"  loFxge  peftilentilliiria  conterenda  ac  penitus  rtfecan- 
"  da,  fummum  libi  honorem  ac  decus  pofitum  txifti- 
<'  maret  ;"  De  Rebus  gsjlii  Scot.  1.  9.  p.  450.  edit» 
Kcm. 

St.  4.  1.4.  "■  Laith  aiidivrdh"'  Let  him  but  give 
me  drink,  and  I  forgive  both  his  difgufts  and  his  an- 
ger. 

1.  8.    "  My   Lordis  bed  of  flau:^    The  bed 

in  the  principal  bed-chamber,  called  "  the  chawmyr 
"  of  dice,"  i.e.  chanibre  au  djis,  haying  a  canopy. 

St.  5.  1.  2.  "  Of  wardly  gude  I  bad  na  mair."  I 
prayed  or  wiflied  for  no  other  worldly  goods. 

1.  5.     "  Draff  midding.''     After  having  con- 

figned  his  foul  to  tlie  wine-cellar,  he  orders -his  body 
to  be  laid  on  a  heap  of  brewer's  grains. 

St.  6.  1.  4.  "  Conforti  meo  Jacobi."  So  it  is  vrdt' 
ten  in  the  3IS.  v  but-  the  correfpondent  word,  variabilf,. 
fhews  that  it  flidiild  be  Jacobo  Lie,  or  perhaps  llyllle. 
It  has  been  fuggefted  to  mc,  that  jocabili  is  the  better 
reading  ;  "  To  my  playfom  confort."  The  reft  [of 
the  ftanza  means,  Nolwithftanding  my  mcft  folcma 
vows,  I  denied  or  difobeyed  God  ;  but  when  I  made 
a  vow  to  empty  a  pot,  I  religioufly  obferved  it. 

St.  7.  1.  I.  "  The  b(J}  nuchi  I  bocln:'  In  the  Law-> 
Latin  of  that  age,  "  Melius  crctiumdc  conqueftu." 

1.  a.  "  Quid ejl Liiiinuni  propter  c:ipe.''^  Prop- 
ter cape,  by  way  of  caupes.  Skene,  Df  vcrboruvi  figni' 
ficalione,  fays,  ♦'  Coupes,  calpes  in  Galloway  and  Caf 
"  rUi,  quhairof  mention  is  maid  in  the  adtes  of  parlia- 
"  ment,  James  IV.  p.  2.  c  18.  19.  lignifies  ane  gift,. 
«<  quilk  an  man  in  his  awin  liiVtimc,  and  liege  poullie, 

i'  gives 
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«*  gives  to  his  maiftei",  or  to  onie  uther  man,  that  h 
«  greateft  in  power  and  authoritie,  and  fpecially  to  the 
*'  head  and  chiefc  of  the  clann,  for  his  maintenance  and 
"  protedion." 

1.  4.     "  Than  fchro  my  Jlmpe  ;"  i.  e.  Then 

"  fhrew  my  fcalp."  Curfe  my  head,  or,  may  evil 
light  on  my  head." 

• ■  1.  5.  "  I  tald  my  Lord,  my  held,  bot  hlddillP 

I  privately  informed  the  Earl  of  Caffilis,  chief  of  the 
name  of  Kennedy.  His  predeceflbr  Gilbert  Kennedy- 
obtained   from  James  II.  a  grant   of  being  caput  totius 

profapia  fua,    to  him  and  his  heirs-male  for  ever. 

The  Lord  here  mentioned  was  probably  Gilbert  fecond 
Earl  of  Caflilis,  who  enjoyed  that  title  from  151 3, 
when  bis  father  was  (lain  at  Flowden,  to  1527,  when 
he  himfelf  was  aflairmatcd  :  See  Buchanan's  hift.  Scot. 
p.  268.  This  Gilbert  fecond  Earl  of  Cailihs  became 
of  age  in  1516  :  See  Buchanan,  epigr.  1.  2.  No  16. 
It  is  therefore  probable  that  this  poem  was  compofedf 
between  1516  and  1527.  Gilbert  third  Eai-J  of  Caflilis 
cannot  be  the  perfon  here  meant ;  for  he  was  a  minor 
when  his  father  died  in  1527,  was  educated  in  France, 
and  did  not  return  home  from  his  fludies  till  1534  :  See 
Vita  Bnchanani,    and  Ruddiman's  notes,  p.  2. 

—  1.  7.    "  \\!'t   wer  als  Jib  as  fei f  ^nd  riddilV' 

We  were  as  nearly  related  as  fieves  of  difTerent  bores 
and  lincnefs,  made  of  wood  from  the  fame  fortft  :  See 
Kelly,  Scots  proverbs,  A.  No  186.  Kelly's  collcvftion 
is  a  mifcrable  work.  It  contains  many  fayings  which 
are  not  Scottilh,  and  many  erroneous  interpretations 
of  fayings  which  are  Scottifh.  Kelly  has  thought  fit 
to  vary  the  manner  of  fpelling,  fo  that  his  book  is  nei- 
ther Scots  nor  Englilh.  Thus,  in  the  proverb  to  which' 
t4iis  note  refers,  for  fib  he  has  put  fub. 

St.  2.  1.  4.    "  The  maimer  of  Jci«/ ^«/Aa«e."     The 

preceptor  of  St  Anthony's  liofpital.     The  order  of  St 

Anthony  had  only  one  monaflery  in  Scotland,  atLeith,, 

X  3  now 
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now  called    th  South  kirk  ;     SpottilVood^s  Religiout 
houfes  in  Scotland,  c.  3. 

St.  9.  1.  I.  "  My  falle  winning."  To  tueenf,  is  to 
lament ;  hence  the  word  -whine  :  as  if  he  had  faid,  "  t 
**  leave  my  hypocritical  whinning  to  the  knavifli  friars, 
"  ^ui  conduCii  plorant  in  fltnere,''^ 

St.  10. 1.  I.  "  To  Jok  the/a/e."  In  the  family  of  every 
perfon  of  diftindion,  there  was  a  jefter  maintained, 
generally  a  compofition  of  knave  and  fool.  Pitfcottie 
fays,  Hijlory  of  Jamss  V .  "  The  Lords  difchargcd  all 
"  his  old  officers,  and  put  new  in  their  (leads  ;  that  is 
"  to  fay,  treafurer,  comptroller,  fccretary,  Mr  Ma- 
"  cer,  Ml-  Houfehold,  capper,  carver,  Mr  Stabler, 
'♦  Mr  Hunter,  Mr  Falconer,  Mr  Porter,  and  a  fool 
"  c?i\\Qd.  John  Mac kilrie."" 

In  Scotland  the  veftiges  of  this  fort  of  eftablifhment 
ftill  remain. 

St.  II.  This  flanza  is  obfcure,  becaufe  we  ai'C  not 
acquainted  with  Maifter  Johnie  Clerk.  He  was,  pro- 
bably, an  ignonmt  praditioner  in  phyfic,  who  took  up- 
on him  to  preicribe  in  Latin  without  underftanding 
the  language.  Such  a  perfon  prefcribing  for  the  teeth,, 
might  fay,  ^.  "ad  curandos  «»/«  ;"  catching  at  aa 
inipcrfefl  found,  as  the  ignorant  univerfally  do  :  a  tri- 
fling circumrtance  of  this  kind  was  fuf?icient  to  point 
thefatire  of  the  poet  at  Maifter  Johnie  Clerk. 

St.  13.  1.  6.  *•'  With  the  Jlevin?^  Voice  or  found  j; 
it  feems  to  be  conneded  with  the  following  line,  "  Po- 
«'  turn  meum  cum  fletu  riiifcebam."  As  if  he  had  faid,, 
*<  Singing  this  Jlave  of  the  penitential  pfalm,  with  ma-- 
"  ny  tears." 

St.  14.  1.  II.  "  Than /;.ir</t>  fing."  Then  fing  har-- 
dily,  or  with  confidence. 


C    247    1 


Ty dings  fra  the  SeJJioun.     p.  40, 

St.  3,  1.  I.  "  Sum  with  his  fallovj  rownis  him  to 
"  pleis."  One  whifpers  in  a  familiar  infinuating- 
manner  to  his  companion,  or  the  perfon  next  him. 

St.  3.  1.4.  "  Sum  patteris  with  his  mowth  on  beids." 
One  mutters  his  prayers,  and  tells  his  beads  over. 
Pitter  palter  is  an  exprcffion  (till  ufed  by  the  vulgar  ; 
it  is  in  allufion  to  the  cuftom  of  muttering  pater~ 
nojlers. 

St.  4.  1.  I.  "  Sum  bid.mcl  the  law  layis  land  in  ■wed.'" 
One  mortgages  his  eftate  while  his  fuit  is  depending." 

' I.  5.    "  How  feid  and  favour  fiemis  diicre- 

**  tioun."  How  enmity  and  favour  banifh  difcern- 
ment.  "  Vous  avez  perdu  un  proces,  que  vous  croyez 
"  juftc  :  mais  un  plaideur,  s'il  eft  de  bonne  foi,  ne 
"  croit-il  pas  toujours  avoir  la  bonne  caufe  :  Etes- 
"  vous  feul  plus  definterefTe,  plus  infaillible,  que  vos 
*'  juges  ?  et  s'ils  ont  manque  de  lumieres,  font-ils 
"  criminels  pour  cela  ?"  Marmcnid  contes  Moraux, 
torn  3.  p.  269. 

It  is  curious  to  obferve  what  very  oppolite  fentiments 
two  cotemporary  hiftorians  entertained  of  the  court  of 
fefiion . 

Buchanan  fays,  "  Ab  iis  cum  ab  initio  multa  utili-- 
'•■  tcr  client  excogitata,  ut  jus  asquabile  diceretur  ;  ta- 
"  men  qui  ipcrabatur  eventus,  non  eft  confecutus. 
"  Nam,  cum  in  Scotia  nullae  pcne  fint  leges,  practer' 
"  convcntuum  decreta,  eoque  pUraque  non  in  perpe- 
"  tuum,  fed  ;//  tempm  fafla,  judictfque,  quod  in  fe  eft, 
'•'  lationem  legum  impediant,  omnium  civium  bona 
"  quindecim  honiinum  arbitrio  funt  commifia,  qui- 
'•'  bus  et  perpctua  eft  poteftas  et  imperium  plane  ty- 
"  rannicum,  quippe  quorum  arbitria  fola  funt  pro  le- 
■>'  gibus  j"    Rit  \  Snot.  1.  14.  0.4:;.    This,  it  muft  be 

allowed, 
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allowed,  is  peevifli  enough,  though  well  exprefTed. 
W/iere  Buchanan  found  that  moft  of  the  Scottiih  ftitutes 
were  teniporary,  I  am  yet  to  learn. 

Bifhop  Lefley  has  run  as  far  into  the  other  extreme. 
"  Horum  virorum  costum,  Reip.  fenatum  appellamus  ; 
"  in  quem  nunquani  cooptantur,  nifi  quos  virtutis 
•'  prseftans  laus,  ingenii  vis  acerrima,  legum,  faltem 
"  regni,  cognitio  intima  imbuerit.  Senatus  hie  ita  ex 
"  clero,  ac  nobiiitate  feculari  (ut  (ic  loqiiar)  aptiis 
"  eft,  ut  laicornm  numerum  fem.per  aequet  ecclefiafti- 
"  conmi  altera  pars.  Quod  fummo  Dei  beneficio 
*'  fadtum  putamus,  ut  laicorum  infignem  pnidentiam, 
*'  ex  intimo  rerum  terrcnarum  ufu  compertam,  tc- 
<'  clefiafticorum  religio  fimplicitafque  tcmperent,  ac  ut 
"  vicifllm  ecclefitiiticoriim  religionem  puriffimam  Iim- 
"  plicitateraque  antiquam  laicorum  prudentia  etjudi- 
"  cium  condiant,  ac  quafi  filo  quodam  dirigant ;"  De 
rtb.  gejl.  Scot.  1.  i.  p.  79.  edit.  Rom.  This  is  a  canting 
hypocritical  culogium,  worlethan  the  cynical  growling 
of  Buchanan.  BiHiop  Lefley  was  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  hiilory  of  his  own  times,  fincerely  to  beftow 
the  charaifter  of  virtutis  prafimti  laus  on  fuch  men  as 
Balfour,  Chalmers,  Crawfurd,  and,  his  own  fuccefibr^ 
Douglas. 

St.  5.  This  flanzawill  be  both  intelligible  snd  en- 
tertaining to  thofe  wlio  are  acquainted  with  the  forms 
of  procedure  in  the  court  of  fcflicn  ;  to  thcfe  who  are 
rot,  a  commentary  would  be  nearly  as  cbfcure  as  the 
text. 

1.  3.    "  Sum  is  concliidit."'     The  fonner  pu- 

bliflier  either  could  not   read  this  word  in  the  >fS.  ci- 
did  not  underlland  it,  and  therefore  he  put  dehyed  in  it 
place,  which  happens  to  have  juft  the  oppofite  figiiili 
cation. 

St.  6.  1.6.  "Sum  fains  the  fait,  and  fum  thamt 
*«  curfis."  Some  blefs,  others  ciirfc  the  judges. 
Lords  of  the  Ccat,  for  judges  of  the  court  of  fdlion,    i;; 

ufed 
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ufcd  in  ad  53*  parliament  j.  James  V.  and  is  an  ex- 
prefiion  ftill  remembered  by  the  vulgar.'' 

St.  7.  1.  3.  "  Baith  Carmelitis  and  Cordilleris."  In 
order  to  point  this  fatyre  more  i<eenly,  the  author  has 
feledted  his  examples  of  incontinency  from  the  fcvcrer 
orders  of  regular  clergy. 

The  former  publifher  has  added  two  ftanzas,  which 
are  not  only  modern,  but  alfo,  as  it  woidd  feem,  fa. 
tirically  aimed  at  individuals.  It  is  ftrange  that  fuch 
an  interpolation  fnould  have  remained  fo  long  undif- 
covered.  Speaking  of  the  great  number  of  unemploy- 
ed advocates,  he  fays, 

*'  But  weil  I  wate,  ane  of  ilk  ten 

"  Micht  very  weil  gane  all  the  feffioun.'' 

He  did  not  advert,  that  at  the  inftitution  of  the  col- 
lege of  jnftice,  there  were  no  more  than  eight  advocates 
in  all ;  A&.  64.  parliament  5.  James  V. 


^J^,^:^J^JLi/^J^^J^J^i^J^J^A>J^J^il^J^^J^J^J^i^J^J^J^J^J^AJ^^af^.^At 


General  Satyr e.     p.  42. 

St.  2.  1, 1.  "  Prellatis,  fo  few  till  preiche  and  pray.'^ 
For  illullration  of  this  charge,  fee  preface  to  Arch- 
bifhop  Hamilton's  catechifm,  and  the  firft  book  of 
Knox's  liiflnry. 

1.  2.    "  Sic  hant  of  harlottis  with   thame 

*'  bayth  nicht  and  day."  David  Bethunc,  Abbot  of 
Abcrbrothock  in  1525,  afterwards  Archbifliop  of  St 
Andrew's,  and  a  Cardinal  under  the  title  of  SutUli  Su- 
phaniin  Coelio  Monte,  had  three  baftards  1(  ^,itimated  in 
one  day  ;    Rcc.    b.  26.  No  330.      William  Stewart, 

Bifliop 
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Siriiop  of  Abeideen,  from  1532  to  1545?  h^id  a  baftartf 
fon  legitimated;  ibid.  b.  28.  No  360.  William  Chif- 
olme,  Bifliop  of  Dumblane,  from  1527  to  1564,  gave 
great  poilions  to  his  baftard  foil  and  two  baftard  daugh- 
ters ;  Keith,  Catalogue  of  Sccttifj  Bijh>ps,  p.  105.  A- 
lexander  Stewart,  Bifhop  of  Moray,  from  1527  to 
1534,  had  a  baftard  daughter  legitimated  ;  Rec.  b.  30. 
No  116.  :  and  a  baftard  fon  legitimated;  ibid.  b.  30. 
No  374.  But  they  were  all  excelled  by  Patrick  Hep- 
burn Bifhop  of  Moray,  from  1555  until  the  Reforma- 
tion, for  he  had  five  baftard  fons  all  legitimated  in  one 
day  ;  ibid.  b.  30.  No  585.  :  and  two  baftard  daughters, 

b.  30.  No 572.  Such  were  the  goodly  fruits  of  cleri- 
cal celibacy  !  They  among  the  reformed  who  looked 
back  to  Rome,  always  revered  the  pure  politic  celibacy 
ef  that  chureh. 

• 1.  4.    "So  ftrange  to  thair  abbay.''    The 

practice  of  holding  benefices  in  conimendaui,  became 
prevalent  under  the  reign  of  James  IV.  Of  this  there 
are  various  examples  in  epijlola  Reg.  Scot.  vol.  i .  From 
that  period  until  the  Reformation,  ^benefices  were,  by 
a  fhort-fighted  policy,  heaped  on  the  relations  or  the 
retainers  of  the  Nobility  :  meantime  learning,  morals^ 
and  even  difcipline,  were  negleifted.  A  clergy  with- 
out knowledge  and  without  virtue,  could  neither  with- 
ftand  the  .■^ir.iults  of  innovators,  nor  maintain  authori- 
ty ever  the  minds  of  thjc  people. 

St.  3.  1.  I.  "  Cled  up  in  fecular  weid."  This  af- 
fectation of  wearing  the  drefs  of  laymen  was  very  an- 
cient.    See  S'co/r//,!' Canons  1242,  c.  11.  p.  9.  and  1549^ 

c.  7.  ;    WUkit;4,  vol.  4.  p.  46. — 60. The  following 

lines  are  levelled  at  fome  paiticular  perfon,  whom  I 
cannot,  with  certainty,  dilcover. 

St.  4.  1.  I.  '«  So  mony  maijlcris,  io  mony  guckit 
"  clerkis.''  So  many  mafters  of  arts  among  the  cler- 
gy, and  yet  fuch  general  ignorance.  Cuck  goivck  is 
properly  the  cuckow. 

St.  4. 
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SL.  4.  1.5.  "Of  difpyt/>o  the  fpkne."  From  t^.c 
fpleen  ;  and  the  ftnfc  of  the  exprcffion  feems  to  be,  f« 
thoroughly  infolcnt  and  overbearing. 

1.  4.    "  Lofin  farks."     So  many  left  fliirts  ; 

fuch  petty  larceny  :  See  Duubai''s  Lnefiive,  ftanza  zz. 
1.  7.  1  am  not  altogether  fatisfied  with  this  explana- 
tion. 

1.  4.  "  Clettgour  mar/cls."  Luis  'venere<2  in- 
dicia. 

St.  5.  I,  r.  <'  So  mony  Lords,  fo  mony  natural 
<'  fules.''  Sir  Ralph  Sadler  thus  writes  in  1540.  "  Sure- 
"  ly  it  appeareth  that  I  am  very  welcome  to  him, 
i'  (James  V  ),  and  to  the  moft  part  of  the  noblemen 
-*'  and  gentlemen  here,  th.at  be  well  given  to  the  veri- 
"  ty  of  Chrift's  word  and  doctrine,  whereof  be  a  great 
*'  number  :  but  the  noblemen  be  young  ;  and,  to  be 
•**  plain  with  you,  though  they  be  well  minded  and  di- 
•<'  verfc  other  alfo  that  be  of  the  council,  and  about 
*'  the  King,  yet  I  fee  none  amongft  them  that  hath 
'*'  any  fuch  agility  of  ti'//,  graviiy,  learnings  or  tx- 
"  pericticf,  to  fet  furth  the  fame,  or  to  take  in  hand 
**  the  direction  of  things  :  fo  that  the  King,  as  far  as 
"  I  can  perceive,  is  of  force  driven  to  ufe  the  bifliops 
■  "  and  his  clergy,  as  his  only  miniftert^-,  for  the  direc- 
^^  tion  of  his  realm.  T/iey  be  trie  men  of  ivit  and  policy 
"  that  I  fee  here;'''  Sadler's  Letters  and  Negotiations, 
p.  61. 

1.  a.    "To  play  thamc  at  the  mJ/i.''     This 

is  obfcure.  Trouil,  in  the  dialedt  of  Poltou,  means  a 
fpindk  :  fo  that  to  play  at  the  tndis,  may  imply  to  hold 
the  diftaff,  to  amufe  one  felf  in  female  occupations, 
or  at  fome  game,  like  T.  /';«»/,  which  refcmbles  a 
fpindle.  I  am  informed  that  tnile  means  fome  childifli 
game,  of  the  nature  of  cappy-liole:  if  fo,  the  fenfe  will 
be,  as  if  he  had  faid,  "  \Vho  are  better  qualilied  for 
*'  playing  at  chuck-farthing,  than  for  reJrcfTmg  the 
•**  grievances  of  the  poor  commons." 

St.  6. 
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St.  6.  1.  I.  "  Sa  mony  i)a.rtia.]fanvcs."  So  many  par- 
tial fentences  or  decrees. 

1.  4.  "  Sic  fciiyet  flawis.'"  Poffibly  pre- 
tended defeds  in  the  title-deeds  of  eftates,  ufed  as  an 
engine  of  oppreffion  ;  or  it  may  mean  falfe  tales  in  ge- 
neral. 

St.  8.  1  I  — 3.  The  Nobles  loudly  declared  their  re- 
folutions  to  remedy  this  grievance  ;  but  they  are  like 
cowards,  who  arm  while  they  dare  not  fight. 

St.  9.  1.  I.  "  Vant  of  Tvou/Iers.^'  A  wofter  is  ufed 
in  Pierce  Plcnvman  for  a  thrafn^  or  niila  gloriifus.  It  is 
the  fame  as  boajler.  In  modern  Englilh,  b  and  vi  arc 
reciprocal  letters. 

1.  3.     "  Regraiouris.'''     Engroflers   and   fore- 

flallers  ;  of  whofc  ofFenceS)  moftly  imaginary,  the  fta* 
tute-book  in  both  kingdoms  is  full. 

St.  10.  1.  I.  "  Sa  mony  jugeis  and  lords  now  maid 
*'  of  late."  Hence  it  appears  that  this  poem  was  writ- 
ten foon  after  the  inftitution  of  the  college  of  juftice  by 
James  V. 

1.  2.    "  Sa  fmall  refugcis  the  pure  man  to  dc' 

"  bait."  As  if  he  had  faid,  "  Such  little  quirks  to  lay 
*'  the  poor  man  low.-"  Refuge.,  in  Cotgrave,  is  faid  to 
fee  demurrer. 

■  1.  3.    "  For   common   weil   fa  qnhtne  ''     So 

few  zealous  for  the  public  good.  A\e  flill  ufe  vihcent 
in  the  ftnfe  of  a  fe~>v. 

'  1.4-     "  Sa  mony  tlievis  fa  /;;<■/.''     Probably 

iaie,  iyte,  ready  and  exjieditc  in  every  highway  .  So 
many  aiitive  thieves.  See  gl^'^'iry  to  G.  Douglas,  w, 
Taic,  ijlr,. 

St.  I r.  1.  I.  "  Sa  m.ony  anc  fentencc  fdrtitit  for  to 
*'  win,"  &c.  So  many  judgements  reverfed  in  order 
to  obtain  money,  or  the  friendfhip  and  patronage  of 
the  parties, 

St.  IX. 
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Si.  II.  1.  4.  "  Haift  thame  to  the  /)/»."  So  many 
devices  to  forward  their  preferment.  Pin  is  point  or 
pinnacle. 

St.  la.  1.  z.  "-^  Sic  halland-fchcckat is.'"  V rom  haillnfi:-, 
T.ags,  and  Jljahrs.  A  word  ilill  ufed  to  cxprcfs  a  beg- 
garly knave. 

I.  2.  ^'  Quhilk  at  Cowkelbyia  gryce:'     This 

alludes  to  a  popular  poem  prefervcd  in  Lord  Hynd- 
ford's  MS,  One  Cj-wkdbc  had  a  black  fow  which  h^ 
fold  for  three  pennies.  He  loft  one  of  thofe  penniis ; 
it  was  found  by  a  perfon  who  purchafed  a  pig  with  it. 
A  very  numerous  company  was  invited  to  feaft  upoii 
this  pig.  The  guefts  are  enumerated  in  the  tale.  It 
would  be  tedious  to  mention  them  ;  they  are  in  gene- 
■ral,  wicked,  lewd,  and' diforderly  perfons  of  every  de- 
gree.    The  lift  is  thus  clofed  up. 

*'  And  twa  Icrit  m.en  thairby, 

"  Schir  Ochir,  and  Scliir  Simony." 

which,  as  I  underftand  it,  would  be  thus  exprefitd  in 
modern  language  :  ^'  And  alfotwo  learned  perfonages, 
«<  The  Reverend  Dr  Ufury,  and  the  Reverend  Dr  Si- 
"  mony." 

This  poem  is,  as  to  vcrfification,  below  contempt. 
It  contains,  however,  many  curious  particulars  con- 
cerning the  manners  of  the  vulgar.  It  evcm  mentions 
the  names  of  the  different  fafnionable  dances.  It  was 
certainly  compofed  a  confiderable  time  before  the  Re- 
formation. 
:    The  reader  will  now  underftand  who  they  were, 

■  "  quhilk  at  Cowkelbyis  gryce 

"  Are  halden  of  pryce,  wlien  lymaiis  do  Convcn.e." 

Littitner  is  fuppofed  to  mean  mutigril'.     It  h  liere  undtr- 

ftood  of  every  worthlefs  perfon.     In  the  modern  Scot- 

tiih  language,  it  is  fuppofed  to  mean  a  Icofe  Avoman  ; 

V  and 
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and  indeed  if  Lye's  derivation  of  the  word  in  his  ad- 
d  tions  to  Junius  be  right,  tLu  was  its  original  and 
proper  fignification. 

St.  13.  1.  2.  "  Sic  curfmg  even  and  morn."  Suck 
conftant  courfing  or  hunting  with  greyhounds,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  context. 

_ 1.  4.    "  Sa  moYiy  paitlattis  worne."     Parpai' 

iiWts,  Pariekt,  paruht,  is  a  woman's  ruff.  It  is  a!fo 
11  fed  for  an  ornament  on  the  forehead  of  horfes.  The 
gloiTary  to  the  Evergreen  fays,  that  it  is  an  undcr-coat. 
Set  Ral/elais,  1.  4-  c.  13.  P.ipillettcs. 

St.  14.  1.  I.  "  Sa  m.QX\y  racketih.'''  Chaucer,  Te- 
flament  of  love,  p.  482.  ufes  the  phrafe,  "  playing 
"  rakel,'"  for  being  inconftant.  If  the  word  is  here 
taken  in  that  fenfe,  the  meaning  ip,  fo  much  inconftan- 
cy  either  in  private  life  or  in  political  principles. 

1.  I.  "  3a  mony  ketche-pill.iris."     Probably 

a  corruption  of  the  'French  gafpUl.  ur,  a  fpendthrift. 

"  1.  2.     "  NuckcUis."     A    nncquet,    in  French, 

IS  a  lad  who  mnrks  at  tennis.  It  is  now  ufcd  for  an 
jnfignificant  perfon. 

■  1.  7,.    "  Ttti'h7//j7/;."     Junius  in  'tymjl.  voc. 

T'omperiis,  has  the  following  note.  "  Res  nihili, 
"  things  of  no  "worth,  ollm  tithilitia  puto  dicta;  prout 
"  antiquis  tUivilUiorum  nomen  dcnotabat  fiia  putrida, 
"  quK  de  colo  cac'unt,  plurcfquc  id  genus  res  vilifli- 
•'  mas,  quas  proborum  mercimoniorum  loco  fimpli- 
"  cioribus  obtrudunt  iinpoftores."  See  alfo  Erfljhi 
Jilagia,  \oc.  Titii'illititiin,  p.  113 7. 

Kennedy  ufes  tliis  fame  word  ditterently  fpclt  iu  liis 
inve*ftivc  againfl:  Dunbar,  ftanza  34.  1.  i. 

"■  C.mkcrit  Caync,  tryd  trcwanc,  tut-.vilkus.'' 

This  fliews  how  loofe  our  orthography  was,  while 
there  were  few  book;--,  and  men  fpelt  by  the  ear,  A- 
mong  the  other  guefts  at  Cockelbe's  feaft,  there  is  a 
f:..'[.'vi!J:is.     In   the   MS.    p.  104.    there   id   a  curious 

fcrj»  _ 
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form  of  excommunication,  intitled,  T/ie  cwjiig  of  S'if 
John  Rov/ll;   among  other  evil  fpirits  are  mentioned 

"  Fyremouth  and  TutivUlui." 

.  1.  3.    "  King  and  Qnene."     MagdaTene  of 

France,  the  firft  wife  of  Jimes  V.  fcarctiy  furvivcd 
the  rejoicings  at  her  nuptials,  fo  that  the  good  people 
of  Scotland  had  no  opportunity  of  cenfuring  her. 
Mary  of  Guife,  therefore,  muft  be  here  meant  ;  and 
this  proves  the  poem  to  have  been  written  fume  tin.e 
after  June  1J3S,  when  fhe  was  man-ied  to  James  V. 

■  1.  4.  "  Sic  pudding-fillars  defjending  dc;:n 
•'  from  millaris.''  Such  gluttons  defcerded  of  miliar'^, 
feems  to  be  perfonal  fatire,  and,  at  this  diftarice  of  time, 
inexplicable. 

St.  15.  1.  I.  "  Sic  farthli-igallis."  It  v.ill  fcarcc^y 
be  believed  in  this  age,  that  in  the  la/l,  the  city-ladies  re- 
formed their  hereditary  fartliingales,  after  the  Scott-'i/ 
fofljljn.  In  a  comedy  called  Eajlward  Hce,  ad  t. 
Dodt'/kys  colkfiija  of  old  plays,  vol.4,  p.  155.  157. 
"  Enter  Poldavy  a  French  tailor,  with  a  Scotti/li  far- 
"  thingale  and  a  French  fall  in  his  arms."  Mildred 
fays,  "  Tailor  Poldavy,  prylhee  fit,  fit  it.  Is  this  a 
•*  right  Scot  ?  Does  it  clip  clofe  ?  and  bear  up 
«'  round?" 

I.  I.  "  On  fla^g-s."'     On  fianks  as  fat  as  the 

fides  of  a  whale. 

I.  z.  "  U&nh  that  little  av.^il."  Of  link  a- 
v.iil,  or  little  -Jiorth,  according  to  the  Scottifh  idiom, 
means  m.ore  than  a  negative  ;  not  ufLfs,  but  //•j^/y 
cenfurable.  This  line  probably  alludes  to  the  drefs  of 
the  women,  who  covered  their  faces  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  call  for  the  fage  intcrpofition  of  the  legiflature  ; 
3(5^70.  James  II.  That  ftatute  provides,  "  Th.at  no' 
*•  woman  cum  to  kirk  nor  mcrcat  [into  places  of  jur- 
"  blic  refort]  with  her  face  muflaled  or  covered,  that 
"  fcho  may  not  be  kend." 
'^'-  Y  i  This 
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This  aft  of  parliament  to  the  cor,ti-ary  notwithftand- 
ing,  the  ladies  continued  vtujlakd  during  ilirec  reigna. 
in  the  days  cf  James  V.  Sir  David  Lindiay  thus  cea- 
furcs  thcin. 

Quhcn  tliay  go  to  qnyct  place?, 


"  I  thame  exculcto  hide  thair  faces, 
"  Qtihen  thay  wald  make  collatioun 
"  Vv'ilh  onie  iufcie  companycoun  ; 
"  Bot  in  the  kirk  and  mnrkt  t-placrs, 
"  I  think  thay  fuld  not  hide  thair  faces." 

1.  ;.    "  And  fie  foul  t.iilis  to  fv/eip  the  caufy 


"  clenc."  The  enormity  of  long  trains  was  provided 
againft  by  the  fame  ftatute  of  James  II.  "  That  na 
"  woman  wear  tailes  unfit  in  length."  The  Icgifla- 
ture  has  not  determined  what  tails  were  fit  in  length  ; 
that  perhaps  may  be  gathered  from  a  mandate  ifiued 
by  a  Papal  legate  in  Germany  to  the  nations  under  his. 
■  care:  "  Velamina  etiam  mulierum,  <\wx  cdverecundi' 
*'  atn  dijlgnandam  eis  funt  conccfla  fed  nunc  per  infi- 
"  picntiam  earum  in  lafciviam  et  luxuriam  cxcreve- 
"  runt,  et  imviodcrata  hngitudo  fuptrpelliiiorum,  qtiiOtis 
"  puh'crcm  traliunly  ad  moderatum  ufuni,  ficut  dccet 
"  verectiniiam  fe.xut,  per  excommunicationis  fcnten- 
"  tiam  cohibeantur."  Tranfcribcd  from  a  MS.  of  the 
14th  century  by  Ludewig,  Relij.  diplcri.  torn.  2.  p.44X'- 
This  mandate  does  not  prccifely  afcertain  the  ortho- 
dox ftandard  of  petticoats  ;  but  as  it  excommunicates 
the  "  taiies  to  fwepe  the  caufy  dene,"  and  fays  that 
the  moderate  ufe  of  petticoats,  for  modefty's  fake,  is 
to  be  adopted,  it  may  be  concluded,  that  ladies  who 
covered  their  feet  were  fuflicicntly  conformifts  :  an 
inch  or  two  lefs  might  be  inimcdcrty,  an  inch  or  two 
n^.ore  might  be  vanity. 

What  efleds  followed  from  this  provllional  fentence 
of  excommunication,  I  have  not  learnt :  certain  it  is, 
that  the  Scottifli  ai5t  of  parliament  againft  long  tails,  was 
equally  fruitltfb  with  that  againft  tnujfaling ;    for  in  the 


^ 
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reign  of  James  V.  Sir  David  Lindefay  wrote  a  lor.g' 
poem,  called,  "  An  fiipplication  diredit  from  Sir  Da- 
"  vid  Lindefay  of  the  Mont,  Knicht,  to  the  Kingis 
"  Grace,  in  contemptioun  of  fyde  taillis,"  p.  306. — 
p.  311.  It  is^  not  without  humour,  but  is  beyond 
meafure  indecent. 

In  another  poem,  even  when  treating  of  the  mofb 
ferious  fubjcft,  he  fays,  p.  168. 

"  Ye  wantoun  ladyis  and  burges  wyfis, 

"  That  now  for  fydeft  taiilis  ftryf  s, 

"  Flappand  the  fylth  amang  your  feet, 

"  Railing  the  dult  into  the  ftreit, 

"  That  day  for  all  your  pompe  and  pryde^ 

"   Your  taillis  fall  not  your  hippis  hydc. 


— — —  1.  3.  '<  Fillok."  I  cannot  explain  this  bet'-^ 
ter  than  in  the  words  of  Horace. 

"  Qun?,  vclut  latis  cqna  tiirna  campis, 
*'  Ludit  exultim,  mctuitque  tangi, 
*•  Nuptiaioim  cxpers,  et  auhuc  protervo 
"  Cruda  marito." 

St.  16.  1.  I.  "  Sa  mony  ane  KUtie  dreft  up  with  gol- 
"  din  chenyes."  As  if  he  had  faid,  "  So  many  whores 
*'  with  golden  chains  adorned."  '*  L^-wd  Kitt^y^  are 
ftnimpets ;  Chaucer,  p.  598.  I  prefnme  that  the  word 
is  (till  in  ufe  ;  for  in  Swift's  mifctllanies  I  and,  "  old 
•*  cats  and  young  kit!.'"  In  p.  207.  ot  this  col'edion, 
Katie  feems  to  import  a  giddy  young  woman,  thou^/:h 
not  diflblute.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  ufe  the  caufe  fur 
the  efec^i.. 

-  \.  2-  "  With  apill  re.uyeii  ay  Hiawand  \\\r g~l- 

«*  din  clieine."  The  literal  interpretation  of  the  word 
is  this,  "  "\\  I'.h  apple  reins  always  fliewing  her  golden 
"  chin;''  or,  "  Lora  e  pomis  confeifla  habens,  fem- 
"  per  aureum  nienlum  oftentr.ns.' 

If  we  once  knew  the  meaninj^  of  llie  word,  "  a'-^ill,'* 
Y  3.  '     idl 

K 


r  25S  3 

all  the  reft  will  be  explicable.  The  French  phrafe, 
"  Pomme  d'ambre,"  means  an  amber  bead  in  fliape 
and  colour  like  an  apple.  Hence  the  Engliili  word  po- 
7nander.  See  Skiitner,  h.v.  y^w/w;  fays  it  is  "  Pairillus 
"  odoratorius,  facile  in  hoc  vocabulo  agnofcas.  It. poma 
"  di  odore.""  The  difcordant  derivations  make  no  differ- 
ence  ;  for  ftill  the  word  pomme  for  a  bead  is  difcern- 
ible.  It  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that,  either  by  ana- 
logy of  language,  or  by  imitation,  api'A,  apple,  had 
the  fiiir.c  fenfe  with  us.  Upon  this  fuppofition  the 
the  whole  line  is  intelligible.  Apill  rcnye  is  a  rein, 
ilring,  or  necklace  of  beads,  and,  as  I  take  it,  an  am- 
ber necklace  ;  for  the  fenfe  feems  to  be,  "  always  dif- 
"'  playiijg  an  amber  necklace,  which  makes  her  chin, 
"  or  under-jaw,  appear  yellow."  Thus  the  two  diffi- 
cult words,  appky  when  ;ipplied  to  rein,  and  grlderty 
when  applied  to  chitiy  lead  to  the  explication  of  this 
obfcure  verfc.  The  faflu'oa  of  wearing  amber  necki- 
laces  by  degrees  went  down  among  the  lower  fort  of 
people  in  Scotland  ;  it  is  now  almoft  exploded  even  a- 
inong  them.  I  fuppofe  fome  future  age  will  be  to  feck 
r.mong  the  vulgar  for  the  definition  of  cardir.iiL  and  ca- 
fiuc'uiey  while  curches  \_^ct:uvre-clief'\  and  pliiids  again 
cover  the  head  and  fliculders  of  a  woman  cf  fafhion. 

. 1.  4.    "   Of  Sathanis  [ifiiye.  Aire   fic  an  un- 

"  fall  menyc."  In  words  derived  from  the  French, 
ending  with  what  is  called  the  e  mute,  our  anccftors 
were  wont  to  give  the  e  a  flrongcr  found  than  what  the 
French  did.  The  Dutch  are  ftill  diftinguiflied  for  this 
pronunciation.  Thus  they  pronounce  crwte  paillc,  as 
if  it  was  written  courteh  pailleh,  and  befogney  carcgncy 
jiearly  as  if  they  were  written  befgna,  carcg;na.  In 
like  manner  we,  from  ftigne,  clinvic,  /aine,  (Lat.  f'a- 
f  lies  J,  compofed  fAnye,  clietiye,  fainyc,  or  fetiye.  The 
fame  word  in  the  fame  fenfe  occurs,  Dunbat''s  Iitvefii:  \ 
ftanza  12.  1.  3.  Upon  the  f;  me  principle,  dcwfy  pein<, 
K  diMze  pain s .  See  i'l.r/'j- y</y//'i^-,  ftan/.a  2.  1.  a.  The 
ka.ntd  glofir.tor  on  Gavin  Douglas  is  at  a  lofs  what  to 
make  of  the  word  fs/i  in  the  dtfcription  of  harpies. 

"  Bot 
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«'  Bot  the  vile  bellyis  of  thay  curfit  fchrewis, 
"  Haboundis  oi  fen  maift  abhominabill." 

He  fays,  "  It  may  be  an  error  both  in  print  and  ?.IS. 
"  for  fent,  fmell.'"  It  is  in  truth  nothing  but  the 
French  faine  or  fanies  abridged,  as  fen/e  is  the  fame 
word  extended. 

The  meaning  then  of  ftanza  16.  1.  4,  is,  "  Such  an 
"  unhallowed  company  fprung  from  tlie  corruption  of 
"  Satan." 

It  has  been  fuggefted,  ih^tfeinyf  in  our  old  language 
means  y3'«orf.  This  interpretation  makes  good  fenfe> 
and  is  confirmed  by  Knox,  p.  63.  The  reader  v.ill  de- 
termine whether  it  or  the  other  contains  the  moft  pro- 
bable fenfe  of  the  paffage. 


(|>  "^  «{t4"^<i>  ^■+•4"^  •i' *i*  •^  "J*  ■^' *^  "J"!*  "^"^ 'T' "^  "i- -4*  ■>;•  "i"  ■•}•  "^^  •{•  4*4' "^  4^^ 


Difcretioun  in  Giving,     p.  48. 

St.  5.  1.  I.  "  Sum  gcvis  folittill  full -uTf/f^/fe//;',"  &c. 
Some  give  fo  little,  and  in  fo  niggardly  a  manner,  that 
'their  gifts  are  dtfpifcd,  and  they  thcmfclves  arc  gene- 
rally reflected  on  as  mifers. 

St.  8.  1,2.  "That  yifterdny  fra  Fl.wdens  flew." 
This  alludes  to  funic  mark  of  liberality  with  which 
foreigners  had  been  difcinguiflied.  The  common  in- 
terccurfe  between  Scotland  and  the  continent  was  by 
the  Netherlands.  The  mutual  jealonfy  of  the  two  na- 
tions made  it  difficult  to  pafj  from  England  to  Scot- 
land, even  in  the  time  of  peace. 

St.  9.  1.4.  "  Jangtalaris."  It  is  tlfcv/hcre  jf/7'»g-. 
L'un.     So  capricious  was  our  manner  of  fpelling  !  The 

word 
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word  is  frem  the'French,  jongleur,  a  juggler,  a  fliar- 
per.  It  may  however  be  from  jangle,  which  formed)- 
mcdint  gatm ire.     Stt  Skinner,  h.  v. 

St.  II.  1.  I.  "  Sum  gevis  gudmen  for  thair  gud 
"  kewis.^'  I  apprehend  that  the  meaning  is,  for  their 
ready  addrefs.  Cue,  corrupted  from  the  French,  is  u- 
fcd  behind  the  fcenes,  for  the  concluding  word  of  a 
fpeech,  which  warns  the  next  fpeaker  to  come  in.  Tl\e 
player  who  can  connect  his  beginning  with  another's 
ending,  and  the  courtier  who  can  diftinguifli  the  tem~- 
fora  fatidi,  are  faid  to  knov:  their  cuss.. 

St.  12.  1.2..  "  Kjrkis  of  Sand  Barnard  and  Sand 
"  Bryd."  If  we  knew  in  detail  how  ecclefiaftical 
benefices  were  beftowed  in  tliofe  days,  we  fliould  pro,— 
bably  difcover  this  lint  to  be  fatirically  perfonal.. 


4^4,^^,j.^^^^^^^^^^^^4.^^4^^4.^^.j.^^^^^ 


Difci'etioun  hi  Taking.      p.  51. 

St. I.  1.  2.  "  Bot  littill  of  ony  gud  for/;uking."  Th*- 
meaning  fcems  to  be,  "  I  may  fpeak  of  taking,  but  I 
*'  need  not  fay  much  of  people's  (quitting  any  thing  of 
"  value, /Afl/ is  not  common." 

St .  2 . 1 .  1.  "  The  clerkis  takis  beneficis  with  brawli-. ' " 
Ecclefiaftical  perfons  pofTefs  themfelves  of  benefices  by 
riot  and  outrage.  Thus  John  Hepburn  ftormed  the 
cathedral  of  St  Andrew's,  and  yet  was  obliged  to  yield 
the  fee  to  Andrew  Foreman,  ^^'ith  more  profpcrous 
fortune  the  celebrated  Gavin  Douglas  befieged  and  took 
by  capitulation  the  cathedral  of  Dunkeld,.  although 
the  partifans  of  Andrew  Stcwait  mads  a  ftand  in  the 

Velfrey  j 


C    261    ] 

belfrey  ;  Milne,  Lives  of  the  hiflmps  of  DunkelJ,  MS.  Ad- 
vocates library.  It  is  probable  that  many  atchicve- 
mcnts  cf  the  like  nature  were  performed  daring  the 
unfcttled  reign  of  James  V. 

St.  3.  1.  3.  "  Gerfomes  raifit  ovir  he."  Gcrfome  and 
ffrnjfum  are  the  fame.  Grafs  is  called  gerfe  by  the  vul- 
gar in  many  parts  of  Scotland.  The  word  grajfum  o- 
riginally  meant  an  allotment  of  grafs  orpafture.  Thus 
in  a  grant  by  William  the  Lion  to  the  monallcry  cf 
Coldinghame,  it  is  faid,  "  Et  omnia  nemora  et  grsj- 
"  fuir.a  fua  fint  fub  defenfione  Prioria  et  cuftodia  ;" 
C!i.  Culdi'ighani,  p.  29.  It  has  long  fignificd  a  fum  of 
money  paid  by  a  tenant  for  a  renewal  of  his  leafe.  In 
this  paiTagc,  as  well  as  in  many  others  of  this  collec- 
tion, the  reader  will  remark  the  popular  complaint  of 
racked  rents  during  the  reign  of  James  V.  The  fame 
complaint  was  made  by  the  Englifh  in  the  reigns  of 
Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI.  Horieft  Latim.er,  the 
fon  of  a  yeoman,  inveighs  againft  racked  rents  in  ma- 
ny pafTages  of  his  fermons. 

St.  4.  1.  I.  "  Sum  takkis  uthir  mcnnis  tacks."  Not 
the  lands  which  they  hold  under  kafcs^  but  fimply 
their  poffefiions. 


^ne  his  azvin  Etincmy,     p.  53. 

St.  3.  This  Ran/a  contains  an  allegory  of  plcafures 
lawful  and  forbidden.  It  will  not  bear  a  particular  ex- 
j*lanation.  "  Fleis  of  Spenyie,"  are  ciint'iai ides.  This 
circunillance  gives  us  an  /lig/i  idea  of  the  elegance  and 
refinement  of  our  fort  fathers. 


K« 
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No  Trejjuur  without  Claidnes.     p.  54, 

THis  is  a  moral  poem  without  perfmal  reflt'dliorr. 
It  will  not  be  admired  ;  but  there  is  om  exprcf- 
fion  in  it  which  ought  to  be  remembered,  as  contain- 
ing more  good  fenfe  than  fome  fyftems  of  ethics. 


<<  Ko  more  thy  pairt  dois  fa?], 


"  Bot  meit,  dxir.k,  clsis,  and  of  tfie  hif  ajl^'n.''' 

In  modern  language  Dunbar  would  have  cxprcff.d 
iiimfclf  thus. 

"  AVhat  riches  gives  us,  let  us  then  explore  ; 
*'  Meat,  drink,  and  cloaths  ;  what  elfe  i  a  fi^'it  of 
•<  more .' 


,^-s  ^^.4^^.|.^^j  ^^.j.^.^  ^|.^^^.{.4.^4A^.^^.{.^^ 


Advice  to  fpend  anis  aunn  Gudcs.    p-  56, 

I'^'Kis  advice  to  be  liberal,  as  commonly  happens 
in  fuch  cafes,  exhorts  to  profufion  ;   in   vitium 


St.  7.  1.  3.  "  That  his  auld  thrift  ftttis  on  an  are." 
This  age  is  not  to  be  told  what  "  ftttis  on  an  ace"' 
implies.  It  may  be  more  ncceffary  to  explran  the 
phrafe  '*  auld  thrift."  It  is  wealth  accumulated  by 
the  fuccefTive  frugality  of  his  anceftors. 

St.  9.  10.  The  words  in  thefc  two  ftanzas  are  plain, 
but  tlie  meaning  obfcure.  The  fenfe  is  probably  this  : 
Do  not  exped  that  anotlier  will  do  for  you,  that  which 

you 
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f  you  ^von^d  never  do  for  yourftlf.  The  child  draws 
milk  from  its  mother's  breaft,  but  gives  nothing  in  re- 
turn. 


43^-4  *»*  *t*  't*  ^t* ^*^  'I* *l*  *1* 'fi  ^ *t* 't* ^  't* 't*  *C* *1*  "I*  "l****^***  '*"t**^V*^*£*'f**^^'i**7* 


0/  Deming.     p.  60. 

THis  poem,  on  cenforioufncfs,  is  a  feeble  copy  of 
the  Balude  of  gode  counfaik,  by  Lydgat,  in  Chau- 
cer's Vv'orks,  p.  549.  having  for  burden,  "  A  wickid 
**  tonge  wol  alway  deme  amis." 

St.  5.  1.  3.  "  That  cvill  he gydis  yone  man  trewlie." 
An  ill  guide  is  itill  ufed  with  Ui  for  a  bad  manager. 

St.  6.  1. 1.  "  Gife  I  hefenciff  court  ovir  !ang."  The 
being  Ceen  in  court,  appears  to  have  figniiied  in  thofs 
days,  the  being  in  expe(ftation  of  an  office. 

St.  7.  1.  I.  "  In  court  reward  thsiw  putches  I."  This 
means,  obtaining  preferment,  without  ariy  relation  to 
bargain  and  fale. 


^^.|..t..j.,»..j,f.  4..j..j.A.{.i.4.^.j.4.4.4.^4.^.j..j.  "..v.;  .{..f^t-f  T^-i> 


Of  Dcmlng.      p.  62. 


St.  3.  1.4.  "  Thocht  he  dow  not  to  leid  a  tyk  ;"  i.  c. 
''  Although  he  has  not  the  abilities,  nor  the  fpirit  nc« 
"  ctfTary  for  the  me.'ineft  of  all  employments,  that  of 
♦'  leading  a  dog  in  a  ftrirg."   There  is  nofingle  word 

in 
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in  moilern  Englifh  which  correfponds  with  doiv :  that 
which  approaches  the  nearefi:  to  it  is  It/},  from  which 
the  adjcdive  lijUfJs.  The  force  of  the  word  doiu  is 
well  exprcHl'd  in  a  modern  Scottifh  ballad,  which  be- 
gins, "  Ihere  wes  ane  May."  The  lines  to  which  I 
allude  arc  in  the  defcription  of  one  crofled  in  Icve  by 
nn  envioTis  filter's  machination,  and  a  pee^^^^  mother's 
frowardncfs. 

«'  And  row  he  gangs  dandering  about  the  dykes, 
<•  And  all  he  d.iv  do  is  to  hund  the  i}-kes." 

Tlie  whole  is  executed  with  equal  truth  and  ftrengtit 
t)f  colouring.  1  am  informed  that  it  is  the  compoli- 
tion  of  Lady  GrilTel  Baillie,  daughter  of  the  firfl:  Karl 
of  Marchmont,  and  wife  of  George  Baillie  of  Jcrrif- 
wood. 

St.  4.  1.4.  *'  [I  am  diflionorit]."  The  original 
bears  a  word  ufed  by  Chaucer,  but  which  gave  oficnce 
a  century  ago  ;  much  more  would  it  do  fo  now,  in  an 
age  diilinguilhed  for  purity  of  language. 

St.  5.  1.4.  "  Bot  God  fend  thame  a  -uiddy  ivklit." 
In  modern  language,  a  Jirovg  hcltir.  A  -widdy  is  ' 
pliant  branch  of  a  tree.  When  juftice  was  execute 
upon  the  fpot,  the  lirft  tree  alforded  an  halter.  It  was 
an  ingenious  idea  of  a  learned  perfon  on  tlie  continent, 
to  examine  tlie  analogy  between  language  and  manner;. 
Widdy  -voicht  might  have  furnilhed  a  chapter  of  the  lan- 
{jiuige  and  manners  of  Scotland. 

St.  7.  The  fenfe  of  this  flan7.a  fccms  to  be,  "  11"  I 
*'  am  elegant  of  fpcech,  feme  vulgar  wench  fays,  I  aui 
*»  affedted,  aiid  do  not  pronounce  my  words  as  her 
"  people  do  ;  and  yet  flie,  v.'ho  will  not  abftain  from 
"  cenfuring,  needs  a  furgeon  to  ftitch  up  part  of  her 
^'  own  wide  mouth,  tliat  flic  may  not  fpcak  bojd.'" 


T« 


To  tke  King.     p.  64. 

5t.  3.  1.  5.  *'  To  cum  to  lure  that  lies  no  Icif.''  Who 
is  not  permitted  to  come  to  lure,  or  to  his  maftcr's 
hand  :  A  term  of  falconry. 

1.  4.    "  My   plumis  bcgynis   to  brek   out," 

This  alfo  is  fome  term  of  falconry. 

St.  3.  1.  3.  "  Of  quhcme  the  gled  dois  prettikis 
**  preif.''''  That  is,  according  to  the  glofiary  in  Dou- 
glai's  Virgil,  "  pradife  ftratagems,"    or  "  try  tricks.'" 

St.  4.  1.  3.  "  The  corchat  ckif."  Divide  a  crochet. 
A  term  of  mufic. 

St.  5.  The  meaning  is  this,  "  Farrcfl  fowls  have  al- 
*'  ways  faireft:  feathers,  although  they  fcream  inftead  of 
*'  finging  :  they  fit  fevoured  in  cages  of  filver,  but  in  our 
"  own  home-bred  neft,  nothing  is  hatched  but  owls." 
Tliis  llanza  ailegorically,  and  the  next,  more  direi5lly, 
accufe  James  V.  of  an  injurious  partiality  to  foreign- 
ers. 

St.  7.  1.  3.  "  Rnuf  Colyard  and  Johm  the  rcif.'' 
Riilfh  Cillier  is  a  robber  of  no  name,  "  caret  quia  vate 
"  flier, I,''''  while  Jnkr.e  the  reif\  or  Johny  Armftrong,  is 
immortalized  in  popular  ballads.  Buchanan  fays,  1.  14. 
c.  39.  "  Johannes  Anvuflrangius,  princeps  unius  fa- 
•<  dliouis  latronum — fradta  gula  pcriit ; — cum  An- 
*'  gli  fucrint  ejus  morte  vehcmenter  Isctati,  ut  qui 
*'  gravi  hofte  libcrati  eflent."  Wretched  is  the  flats 
of  princes,  their  moft  laudable  anions  cannot  cfcape 
unblamed.  Buchanan  obliquely  cenfures  James  V. 
for  this  great  aCt  of  public  juftice,  bccaufc  the  Engliih 
rejoiced  at  the  death  of  a  robber,  foiTnidable  to  the  e- 
ncmies  of  his  country,  as  well  ac  to  his  countr)\ 

St,  S,  1,  J.     "  And   liaif  few  vcrtewis  for  to  rus.'''* 
7,  '  Have 
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Have  few  good  qualities,  for  which  I  may  applaud  niy- 
i'elf. 

1.  3.  4-    "  Yet  am  I  cumin,"  Sec.     As  if  he 

had  faid, 

"  Yet,  come  of  Adam  and  of  Eve, 
"  I  wifn  to  thrive  as  others  do." 

St.  9.  1.  3.  "  To  be  a  pyk-thank  I  wald  prcif."  I 
would  attempt  to  turn  fpy,  informer,  or  tale-bearer. 

St.  10.  1.  4.  "  Sic  bairnheid  biddis  my  brydcU 
"  renye."  Such  childifh  fcruples  ftay  my  reins,  or 
check  me  in  my  courfe  to  preferment. 

St.  12.  Indeed  you.  Sir,  can  beft  cure  my  difeat : 
beftow  a  benefice  upon  me,  and  fee  whether  that  will 
not  recover  me  at  once. 

St.  13.  When  I  was  an  infant,  my  ntirfe  dandling 
me  on  her  knees,  called  me  bii'liop,  and  yet,  ftrickcn 
as  I  am  in  years,  1  have  not  attained  to  a  curacy. 
A  fingular  argument  for  obtaining-  prtfermentj  and  a 
reafon  no  lefs  fuigular  for  repining  at  the  want  of  pre- 
ferment !  The  prognoilications  of  nurfcs  and  go-Qlps 
have  been  more  fortunate  in  other  cafes  than  in  that  of 
poor  Dunbar.  Bilhop  Duppa  f.iys  of  Archbifiiop  Spotif- 
wood,  "  he  was  no  fooner  brought  ijito  the  world, 
"  but  a  rttnarkrd'k pn'fagr  accompanied  it  ;  for  among 
"  the  reft  that  were  prefent,  not  ordinary  goffipcrs, 
<•  but  women  of  good  note,  there  was  one  among 
<'  them,  who  in  a  fober,  tlim^li  in  a  prophetic  fit,  ta- 
*'  king  the  child  in  her  arms,  called  aloud  to  the  red, 
"  in  thefe  or  the  like  terms,  \cu  may  all  i- try  -well  re- 
"  j(^ice  at  the  birth  of  this  child ,  for  he  -will  become  the 
"  prop  and  pillar  of  this  church,  and  the  main  and  chief 
f*  ittflnmeiit  in  the  defindii^  it.  From  what  principle 
«'  this  predidion  came,  or  ho-w  Jhe  vias  thus  infpired,  I 
<'  will  not  fcarch  into  j"    Life  of  Aichbijh^p  Spotifwood, 

p.  z. 
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p.  2.  Were  it  not  too  prefumptuous,  t  would  at^ 
tempt  to   fcarcli   into  wh.it  the   bifiiop   fo   reverent!/ 

touches. A  child  was  born  to  a  PrefDyterian  mini- 

ftcr  ;  one  of  the  gofiipcrs,  of  good  note  indeed,  but  Hill 
a  goHlper,  cried  oat,  "  Be  blylh,  cummeris, .  we  ha?f 
"  gottin  a  lad-bairn  ;  I  warrant  he  will  be  a  bra  irri^ 
"  niftcr  belyve."  Such  is  the  very  fimplc  go:Tiping 
ftory,  when  divefted  of  rhetorical  ornaments. 

St.  14.  Jok,  formerly  a  keeper  of  bullocks  and  heif- 
ers, makes  a  hawl  of  benefices,  by  means  of  fecrct  ca- 
lumny and  falfe  fuggeftion,  of  more  value 

"  Than  all  my  lays  beneath  the  birchen  fliade." 

St.  T5.  1.2.  "With  difpcnfatiouns  bund  in  a  kirlt- 
*'  chelL"  Probably  the  fame  as  J'atchcll.  With  a 
v/allet-ful  of  difpenfations,  for  incapacity,  non-refi- 
dcnce,  &c. 

■  1.4.  "  He  playis  with  totiim,  and  I  with  nk'i- 

"  ell.'*'  Alluding  to  that  game  of  chance  called  T  to- 
turn,  exploded  from  the  facility  of  perverting  it  to  de- 
ceit. See  Rabelais,  1.  i.  c.  22.  and  the  notes  to  the 
words,  "  pille,  nade,  jocque,   fore.'' 

St.  16.  1.  4.  «'  Bot  doutlcs  I  ga  rycht  neir  handit.'' 
I  do  not  prefume  to  cenfure  your  Majcfiy's  cor.dud, 
but  furtly  I  go  near  to  ceafurc  it. 


4.^4  J  •r-f^'j-'j-f-f-:  444♦^•^^'^•^4'-J•4"^•♦J-J••i•-^•^-J"5♦•^••^ 


To  the  King.     p.  68. 


St.  I.  1.  I.   "  Siit/d  Salvatour  fend  fiher  for  row."     A 

divine  hand  has  \il;ted  me  with  the  pains  of  poverty. 

Z  I  This 
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This  is  conjectured  to  be  the  fenle  of  the  exprefiicn. 
Our  forefathers,  in  their  zeal  fur  making  faints,  wtrc 
pleafed  to  make  a  Son^l  Sahatour.  The  phrafe  Jiher 
j'crro-d',  may  imply  the  anguiih  arifing  from  the  \v3.at 
of  ready  money. 


»{.a.^J^^A.J,A.f.J,^^^|  +  |.^.J.^^^.J.4.^^4.J-.J.^^+^^|.A^. 


?\'o72e  may  ajjlire  hi  this  fVarhl.     p.  70. 

St.  6.  1.  3.  "  On  fredome  is  laid  fuifjuUour.'''  The 
1^-ord  fredome  generally  Ggnifies,  open-heailednefs,  ge- 
nt rolity. 

St.  15.  I.  I.  "  UU  ardentes  a/tim^.''''  This  mingling 
of  fentences  from  the  Bi-eviary,  with  verfes  in  the  vul- 
gar language,  founds  very  ftrange  to  modern  cars  ; 
but  there  are  fo  many  examples  of  it  in  the  MS.  that 
I  prefurae  our  forefathers  did  not  perceive  its  impro- 
priety. 

In  a  rare  and  curious  book,  intitled,  "  A  detection 
"  of  egregious  impoftures,"  by  Samuel  Harfnet,  af- 
terwards Archbilhop  of  York,  a  ludicrous  example 
of  the  kind  occurs,  p.  156.  *•'  Out  of  thefe  is  Jhaped 
"  as  the  true  idea  of  a  witch,  an  old  weather-beaten 
•"  croane,  having  her  cliinne  and  her  knees  meeting 
"  for  age,  walking  like  a  bow,  leaning  on  a  Ihaft,  hol- 
«•  low  eyed,  unlcothed,  furrowed  on  her  face,  ha- 
"  ving  Iier  lips  trembling  with  the  palfy,  gt.-irg  mum- 
"  bling  in  the  fircctcs,  one  that  bath  fcrt.otten  her/i?- 
"  ter-N'^/Ier,  and  yet  hath  alhrcv.d  tongue  in  her  head. 
"  to  call  a  drab,  a  drab.  If  Ihtc  have  learned  of  an  old 
«'  wife  in  a  chimnies  end,  Pox,  max,  f^.x,  for  a  fpcll  ; 
•<  or  can  fay  Sir  John  of  Grantam's  cmft,  for  tlie 
««  millers  eclcs  that  were  ftohie, 

"  .All 
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"  All  you  tl:at  have  fto'n  tlie  miner's  ee!es. 

Laudato  Domi  lum  de  ccclis, 
"  And  all  they  that  have  cocfsr.ted  thereto, 

*'  Benedicamus  Domino. 

<'  Vv^'hy,  then,  ho,  beware,  looke  about  you,  my  neigh* 
**  hours,"  &c. 


Lament  for  the  Deih  of  the  Makkarh, 
p.  74- 

WE  fee  the  once  gay  Dunbar,  now  advanced  in 
year?,  deprived  of  his  joyous  companions,  and 
probably  joftled  out  of  court  by  other  wits  younger 
and  mere  fafhionable.  This  Lament  has  not  the  fpirit 
of  fome  of  his  earlier  compofitions.  The  felemn  bur- 
den, Timor  mortis  conturbat  tiir,  fervcs  to  fhcw  under 
what  imprefllons  the  aged  poet  compofed  this  general 
elegy,  it  may  ferve  as  a  proper  introduction  to  his  re- 
ligious poems. 

St.  8.  1.  I.  "  In  the  /?^.'/r."  In  the  duft  of  wr.r. 
See  gl:'(/]~.y)'  to  Douglas's  Virsril,  v.  Stciirc.  Sir  Geor;^t 
Macken/ic  obferves,  Pleadings  before  the  fupreirie  courts 
of  Scotland,  p.  17.  "  Sometimes  our  fiery  temper  has 
"  made  us,  for  hafle,  exprcfs  fcvcra!  words  into  one  ; 
'•  nsft-ar,  for  du/I  in  nictinf!."  This  obfervation,.  noAV 
become  an  axiom  with  u^,  affords  a  Ariking  example 
of  national  prejudices  :  for  the  Englifh  du/f,  reJ'peds 
motion  a'-,  v.cll  as  reft,  and  the  Scottiili  Jlcur,  reft  as- 
Tell  as  motion. 

1.::.  ♦' The  cr^/M/wcIj.lt  ;n  the  touir."     By 
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caf)nm  IS  meant,  governor  of  a  fortified  place,  as  cap- 
tain of  Norham,  of  Berwick,  of  Calais. 

St.  14.  1.  2.  "  Wintoun,"'  Andrew  Winton  prim 
oftiielnchof  Lochlevin,  towards  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  James  I.  he  compofed  a  Chronicle  Origiwl  in 
Scottifli  metre,  MS.  ;   Advocates  Library. 

St.  15,  1.  3.  "  Tragedy. '''  It  would  feein,  that  in 
the  language  of  thofe  times,  tragedy  meant  any  mo- 
ral defcrlptive  poem.     Thus  in  the  MS.  p.  107.  i. 

"  This  tragedy  is  callit,  but  dreid 
"  Rowlis  curling,  quha  will  it  reid. 

The  poem  there  called  a  tragedy,  is  an  invcclive  againrt 
thofc  who  dtfraud  the  clergy  of  the  r  due?,  and  has  no 
rtfcmblsnce  to  any  fort  of  dramatic  compclition.  The 
!!amc  of  tragsdy,  fora  dramatic  componticn,  was  not 
knov/n  in  Ergland  before  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
Ja'C  Percey,  Crigin  of  the  EngUjbJlage,  p.  10. 

St.  16.  1.  I.  *'  HoUattd.'^  His  pccm  of  the  Hi-u:latt\s 
prcfervcd  in  Lord  Hyndford's  MS.  and  in  a  MS.  be- 
longing to  Lord  AHchin}cck.  It  is  a  verbofe  work, 
but  muH:  have  merit  with  antiquaries,  from  the  ftan/as 
ricftvibing  "  the  kyrdis  of  inAriimentis,  the  fportavis 
[  Higglers]!,  the  Irifli  bard,  and  the  fulis.'' 

In  this  pet m  the  author  has  mentioned  difTerent  cir« 
cumftnnces,  which  afeertaia  with  precifion  the  time  at 

which  h.e  lived. He  dates  it  from  Teruoway,  the 

feat  of  the  Earls  of  Mor.^y  ;  and  fays, 

<•  Thus  fera  dew  of  Dunbar  drew  1  thisdyte, 
'♦  Do  wit  with   a   Douglas,    and   bailh  wer  thay 
"  dowis.'' 

The  lady  here  meant  is  Mary  Dunbar,  Ccr.ntcfs  of 
Moray,  who  brought  that   caildcm  to   her  hvfb?nd 

Aicliibald 
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Archibald  Donglas,  a  ycunger  fon  cf  James  fcvcntk 
Earl  of  Douglas. 

The  author  mentions  the  four  branches  of  Dougliis  ;, 
by  which  he  certainly  means,  i.  James  eighth  Earl  of 
Douglas  ;  2.  Archibald  Earl  of  Moray  ;  3  Piugh  Earl 
of  Ormond  ;  4.  John  Lord  Balvcnie.  The  poem 
therefore  muft  have  been  compofed  before  the  battle  of 
Ancrum  rnuir,  1455,  where  the  Earl  of  Moray  was 
flain  by  his  lefs  refentful,  or  more  loyal  kinfman,  the 
Earl  of  Angus. 

■  1.  I.  "^  Burbour."     John  Barbour  An:hdea- 

con  of  Aberdeen,  in  the  reign  of  David  II.  He  drew 
up  the  afts  of  Robert  I.  in  Scottifii  metre, 

■ 1.3.     "Sir  Mutign  Locklurt  of  the  Lee"     I 

do  not  find  this  name  in  the  family  of  Lee,  one  of  the 
moft  ancient  and  honourable  in  Scotland.  I  ftifpedl 
that  the  pevfon  here  meant  has  been  fome  prieft,  offi- 
ciating in  a  chapel  belonging  to  that  family.  Every 
one  knows  that  Sir  was  the  common  appellation  of  fe- 
cular  priefts,  the  Parti's  knights,  as  they  were  vulgai'ly 
denominated. 

St.  17.  1.  2.  "  That  made  the  aventers  of  Sir  Ga- 
*'  wane.''  Perccy,  in  his  EJfny  on  the  ancient  tiictrical 
romance!,  p.  25.  26.  mentions  three  different  poems  of 
the  adventures  of  Sir  Gawane.  From  the  fpelling  of 
the  fpcci mens  which  he  exhibits,  I  incline  to  think  that 
all  the  three  were  compofed  by  Engliihmen  ;  fo  that  irx 
all  probability  the  work  of  Clark  is  loft. 

St.  18.  1.  I.  "  R'tind  Hary."  A  popular  poet,  who 
has  celebrated  the  anions  which  AVallace  did  not  per- 
form, as  well  aft  thofe  which  he  did.  Dempiler,  ac- 
cording to  his  carelcfs  way,  places  him  in  the  14th 
century.  John  Major  brings  him  down  a  century  la- 
ter ;  "Integrum  librum  GuUlelmi  Wallacei,  Hen- 
*'  ricivs  a  nativitate  luminibus  captus,  viea  infainiiS 
*♦  tiwpore  cuilii  •"    Ds  Cejiis  Scctortini,  1.  4.  c.  ij.     It 

i* 
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is  evident  that  his  work,  however  antiquated  't  mny 
now  appear,  has  been  much  altered  and  amended. 

■  1.  3.    "  Patrick  yoliufloufi.^'     There   is   one 

poem  of  his  compofition,  intitlcd.  The  tine  deid povis  • 
or.  The  three  death-heads,  in  the  MS.  It  is  to  be  found 
p.  139.  of  this  colledion. 

St.  19.  I.  I.  "  Merfar."  He  is  mentioned  by  Sir 
David  Lindefay.  His  poem,  intitled,  Perrtll  i/i  Para- 
mours, is  to  be  found  in  this  colledion,  p.  ij6. 

St.  10.  1.  I.  ' '  RoTvll."  Thei'e  is  a  poem  in  the  MS. 
p.  104.  2.  termed  RowlPs  cur/mg.  Whether  written 
by  hirn,  or  only  in  his  name,  I  know  not.  The  fol- 
lowing paffiige  in  it  determines  the  xra  at  which  he  li- 
ved. 


"  and  now  of  Rome  that  bciris  the  rod. 


"  Undir  the  hevin  to  lowfe  and  bind, 
"  Paip  Alexander.'' 

The  Pcntiff  here  meant  muft   have  been  tl>e  vlrtuons 
Alexander  VI,  who  was  Divine  Vice-gerent,  from  1491 

to  1503. Lindefay  alfo  mentions  Rowll  ;   but  there 

is   no   diftinguifliing   between  the  two  poets  of  that 
name. 

St.  21.  1.  I.  "  Broivn.'*''  In  the  MS.  the-re  is  a  poem 
of  a  judgement  to  crme,  by  Walter  Brown,  probably 
the  pcrfon  here  meant.  The  poem  has  little  other  nae- 
rit  bef.dts  that  of  a  pious  intention. The  follow- 
ing ftan/.a3  may  ferve  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  poet's  maa- 
ner  and  ftylc. 

XI. 

"  Ye  men  of  kirk  that  care  hes  tane 
*'  Of  fawlis,  for  to  Avefcbe  and  keip, 
"  Ye  will  be  tynt,  and  ye  tyne  ane, 
"  In  your  defalt,  of  godUis  fcbcip} 
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'■*  Be  walkand  ay  that  ye  nocht  fieip, 
"   Luke  that  your  bow  be  ready  bent, 
**  The  wolf  about  your  flok  will  leip, 
"  Ye  mon  make  compt  at  jugement. 

XII. 
"  Be  gude  of  lyfe,  snd  bifiie  ay 
"   [Your]  gud  examplis  for  to  fchaw, 
"  Stark  in  the  faith,  and  iuke  aliway 
"  That  na  man  cryine  unto  you  knaw. 
•'  Lat  ay  your  dcid  follow  your  faw, 
"  And  to  tills  taill  ye  tak  gud  tent, 
"  Say-wcill,  but  dj-weill,  is  nocht  worth  a  fti^aw, 
"  For  you  tc  fchaw  in  jugement." 


1.  2.     "  With   gud   Mr   Jiclot   Uenryfnim." 

He  is  faid  to  have  been  fcolnaifler  of  Dasfermling,  in  a 
colieifiion  of  his  fables  1575  ;  Huldan  /US').  3865, 
p.  I.  I  fuppofe  his  office  to  have  been  that  of  precep- 
tor of  youth  in  the  Beriedidine  convent  at  Dunferm- 
line. Many  of  Ileni-yfoun's  poems  are  to  be  found  in 
this  colleftion.  They  have  a  moral  turn,  and  are  free 
from  that  licentioufnefs  which  dtbafes  the  compolitions 
of  fome  of  his  cotemporarics. 

1.  3.    "  Sir  J',hne  the  Rnfi."'     To  this  perfoa 

Dunbar  addrcfles  his  Invedive  againft  Kennedy.  The 
diftinftion  of  .y/V,  probably  relates  to  his  ecclefiaftical 
character.  It  feems  uncertain  whether  Rofs  was  his 
name,  or  only  the  place  of  his  refidence. 

St.  22.  1.  2,  ''  Quinttm  Scfimu.''  Elfcwhere  called 
by  Dunbar  ^intene,  v/ithout  any  addition.  Kennedf 
fpcaks  of  him  as  his  relation.  It  is  probable  that  he 
was  a  native  of  Ayrfhire. 

Sir  David  Lindefay  alfo  fpcaks  of  i>uintin,  in  the 
Prologue  to  the  complaint  of  the  Paj>ingo. 

"  As  may  precell  Quintin  and  Kennedy."' 

11 
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If  \*e  may  believe  Dempfler,  1.  15.  p.  545.  a-nd  af- 
ter him  Mackenzie,  Scots  Writers,  vol.  i.  p.  /^^c).  "  In 
♦'  the  troublefome  times  of  the  Bruce  and  Baliol,  there 
"  fiourifiicd  a  famous  poet,  called  ^^/'.z/;;r,  who  went 
"  over  to  France,  and  lived  at  Paris,  where  he  wrote 
"  and  publijl'ed  in  cUgant  verfe,  Querela  de  Patriae  Mi- 
"  feria.  prodiit.  LutetijE,  typis  Stephani  Ballard.  15 11." 
If  this  elegant  poem  was  printed  and  puhliihed  about 
the  fame  time,  the  author  might  vie  in  longevity  with 
the  celebiatcd  Jvkanms  a  teviportbtis, 

St.  a.  ".Mr  IVdi-cr  Ktuncdyr  There  are  fcvcral 
poems  of  his  compofition  in  the  MS.  One  is  to  be 
found  in  this  coI!e(ftion,  p.  149.  Tlie  Flyting  between 
Dunbar  and  Kennedy  is  to  be  found  in  the  Evergreen. 
In  many  places  it  is  obfcure,  in  many  more  utterly  un- 
intelligible, I  incline  to  think  that  this  altercation, 
which  for  fcurrility  is  unexampled,  may  have  been  a 
play  of  illiberal  fancy,  without  any  real  quarrel  be- 
tween the  antagonifts.  This  idea  is  confirmed  by  the 
affedtionate  manner  in  which  Dunbar  here  fpcaks  of 
Q^iiintin  Schaw  and  Kennedy. 

The  reader  will  have  obferved,  that  in  Dunbar's  lift 
of  Scottifh  poets,  there  are  many  names  of  which  I 
can  give  no  account.  Their  fate  is  like  that  of  thofe 
writers  in  the  Auguftan  age  whom  Ovid  celebrates. 

"  Pcnticus  Hcroo,  BafTus  quoque  clarus  limbo, 
"  rnagnique  Rabirius  oris. 


Of 
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Of  Liive  erclly  and  divhie.     p.  79. 

Have  placed  this  companTon  between  love  fenfual 
and  divine  in  the  front  of  the  religious  poems  of 
Dunbar.  When  allowance  is  made  for  the  llyle, 
-which  may  now  feem  uncouth,  it  will  be  found  to  con- 
tain more  good  fenfc,  and  more  poetry,  than  are  in 
fome  modern  compofitions  of  a  like  argument. 

One  thing  is  ixmarkable  in  the  religious  poems  of 
Dunbar.  Although  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  actually 
in  orders,  he  generally  exprelTes  himftlf  in  language 
which  a  Proteftant  might  adopt. 

St.  3.  1.  I.  "  No  m.an  hes  courage."  No  man  has 
heart  or  abilities. 

.   -' 1.  4.    "  Thair  kyndnes  is  fo  contrair  clenc." 

Kind'ies  implies,  kind  or  particular  nature  ;  and  the 
fenfc  is,  the  tv.o  forts  of  love,  fenfual  and  divine,  have 
no  relation  to  each  other. 

St.  4.  1.  4.  "  And  0:111  the  qudrrdlto  fufteine."  Al- 
luding to  the  ftyle  ufed  in  fingular  combats.  The 
French  phrafe,  JuuUnir  la  gagcute,  is  derived  from  the 
fame  fource. 

St.  6.  1.  3.  "  Quhair  I  had  niaugre  to  my  meid.'" 
Where,  infcead  oi  being  rtivutded,  I  met  with  difcoun- 
tenance. 

St  8.  1.3.  "All  li'y."  Every  pcrfon.  Wy,  from 
A.S.  ii'iga,  herns,  fen  ideas,  miles;  but  poetically  ufed 
for  ctijufctinque  condititmii  vir.  See  Hickes  Grant,  An- 
gh-S.ix.  p.  105.  106.;  G.  Douglas,  JEneid,  p.  236. 
1.  54.  fayp, 

"  Hys  lyffe  he  led  unknawin  of  any  ■wy.'"' 

St.  u. 
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St.  ift.  1.  I.  "  Unquyt  I  do  nothing  nor /««;."  I  do 
not  any  thing",  I  fay  not  any  thing  that  is  unacquitted  ; 
i.  e.  my  whole  condudt  is  approved  and  rewarded  by 
my  love. 


^^*^  ^  ■*!  *  4*  "T*  *t*  *t*  *I'  ***  *I*  *i*  *I*  '1*  H^  *I*  *l*  ^'  *^  *I*  *t*  ^*  *l*  *l*  *t*  *♦'  *l*  '1'  ^I'  ^  *I'  *!'  *t* 


iTAe  ^Jt^<3  Liivcs  erdJy  and  devyne,    p.  89, 

Dialogues  between  animals  upon  moral  ful);e*5ts 
were  brought  into  fafhion  by  the  early  Ei.giifh 
poets.  Dryden,  in  hia  Hi  id  and  Pavther,  unfueceisful- 
ly  attempted  to  revive  this  tafte.  Great  examples  may 
ferve  to  excufe,  but  will  fcarcely  juftify  a  fpecies  of 
compofition  fo  unnatural. 

St.  i».  1.6.  *'  Be  tone.'''     As  from  tah,  taken,  td'en  • 
fo  from  tovk,  tookcn,  token,  tone. 


'i-t4"l"l"I4'4-'4"r«}"f^-'l'V'{*v-»4-4-«|.-f.}»«^.4.-4.4.-4..^4»«ji^<^ 


Fei.cl  of  a7iis  fdf.     p.  96. 

St.  I.  1.  4.  "  In  mekle  fpcice  is  part  of  vanitic." 
Speice  IS  firid^.  Thus  :i  fjicy  nun  is  ftill  ufed  for  one 
felf-conccitcd  and  proud. 

St.  3.  1.  3.  4.  "  Be  thow  content,  of  mair  thow  hea 
"  no  reid  ; 
««  And  be  thow  nocht,  defyre  fall  mak 
«'  dcbait." 

WhoQ 
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When  contented,  thou  haft  no  need  of  more  ;  vvhcft 
not  contented,  thy  delires  become  turbulent  and  infa.- 
tiable.     - 

1.  5.  "  Evinnoir  HI!  deth  fay  to  the  than  c'u^- 

*'  t.'ijit."  The  obvious  interpretation  of  this  phrafe 
may  be  fought  in  the  game  of  chefs.  I  think  the 
fenfe,  however,  may  be,  till  death  call  hiinfclf  your 
companion.  *'  Thou  fould  nocht  sr.ak  thy  felf  chak- 
■"  mate  to  the  King,"  was  the  expreiTion  of  Adam  Reid 
of  Barikimming  to  Archbifiiop  BlaCkader;  Kricx,  p.  4. 


^  «^^  iSfr  ^^|||.^4|m^^4{»i|^^^'4|>^'*{«^«|»-I^  •>|«.^«J.»t*«J.^^^     1^-5    t^*^* 


Robene  and  Mahiie.      p.  98. 

St.  I.  1.  7.  "  My  duh  in  dent  Id  gif  thoiv  dilL'^ 
The  word  dill,  daill,  dedl,  means  Jlmre.  The  fenfe  is, 
*'  Unkfs  thou  fhare  my  fecrct  woe  ;  "  i.  e.  unlcfs  you 
return  love  for  love. 

St.  2.  1.  4.  *'  Raik  on  ra-iv.'"  Roam  ov  extend  thcm- 
felves  in  a  row  ;  as  the  manner  of  fhecp  is  while  pa- 
fturing.  A  Jliecp-taik,  and  a  fue^p-i^'ulk.  are  fynony- 
mous. 

•  St.  3.  1.  3.  "  Fair  of /37>-."  The  word  j^/V  has  va- 
rious fignirications  ;  a?,  fear,  companion,  counte- 
nance, I  think  that  it  is  here  taken  in  the  fignificatioii 
laft  mentioned.  The  word  vyfe  in  the  next  line  mu(i 
be  pronounced  as  a  difTyllable  ;  and  the  word  liudy:, 
like  the  French  liardi,  with  the  accent  on  Ihc  lafl  fv!- 
lable. 

'. 1.  6.  "  Quhai  dulc  in  dent  thrcj  die"  What- 
ever forrow  or  diftrefs  you  may  endure  in  fecrct.  The 
word  dre  \i  ftill  ufed  with  us  ;  as,  "  It  is  ill  to  die." 
*'  To  drc  pcnnancc,"  &c. 

A  a  St.  4. 
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St»  4.  1.  4.  "  Quhat  makis  the  this  waiirufe.''  The 
A.  S.  privative  is  iva/t,  and  rew  is  order  :  fo  that  the 
word  means  difonier.  What  is  it  that  occafions  fuch 
dillurbance  in  your  mind  ? 

—  1.  7.  8.    Were  we  to  amufe  ourfelves  in  the 

plain,  while  the  {heep  roam  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  they 
would  be  neglecfted,  and  that  negledt  would   turn  to 

our  reproach. To  fiippofe  that  the  fliccp  themfelves 

would  ccniure,  is  an  idea  too  refined  for  the  limited 
apprehenfions  of  Robene. 

St.  5.  1.  4.  '•'  [Als  far  as  maid  dowth  yeid]."  The 
fimplicity  of  the  abandon  made  by  this  young  virgin  is 
klich  in  the  original,  that  there  was  a  neceffity  of  fof- 
tening  it  into,  "  As  far  as  a  maid  can  advance  in  her 
"  proffer  of  affedion," 

1.  7.  "  I  dent  with  the,  lot  gif  I  dailiy     We 

watch  together  ;  we  are  alone  ;  unlefs  I  fharc  of  your 

favour,  I  am  loft. This  fcems  to  be  the  import  of 

the  expreffion, 

St.  9.  1.5.  "  Robene /'rflvifl//o«r  the  beat."  Haftily 
traverfed  the  ground  overgrown  with  ruilies,  or  coarfe 
grafs.  The  exprefiion  in  Englifli  which  moft  nearly  re- 
fembles  this,  is,  "  Strode  along  the  brake." 

St.  16.  1.  8.  "  Amangis  the  holds  hair."  It  is  rafiiy 
rrair  in  the  Evergreen  ;  for  no  better  reafon,  than  that 
hnliis  hair  was  in  1.  2.  of  the  ftanza,  and  that  the  pu- 
bliihcr  faw  an  impropriety  in  the  repetition.  If  I  rnif- 
take  not,  holtis  hair  means  the  bkak  upl.Trids.  There 
fecms  no  fenfe  in  hoaryvjoods,  which  is  the  literal  inter- 
pretation of  the  phrafc. 


The 
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7'Jie  garment  of  gitde  Lady  is.     p.  103, 

THis  poem  is  a  fort  of  paraphrafe  of  iTim.ii.- 
9, — II.;  biit  the  comparifon  between  fema'^ 
ornaments  and  female  viiliies,  is  extended  throughout 
fo  many  lines,  and  with  fo  much  of  a  tire-woman's 
detail,  that  it  becomes  fomewhat  ridiculous. 

St.  4.  I.  3.  "  The  mailytis."  The  word  niaillc  fig-- 
nifies  a  link,  in  the  net-work,  of  which  an  haubergeon 
is  compcfed.  Hence  we  ftill  fay,  a  coat  oi  mail.  The 
word  is  here  ufed  for  an  oylet-hole,  through  which  a 
long  lace  is  pafled. 


4"i^'j"^4*J  ^•^4'*^^4*"t•4'■*4^'^"^*■*■4•'*^*^•^•^-?•4-l■^•'l'^•4*& 


The  Ahhay  IVaVn.     p.  105. 

I  Have  given  this  poem  the  title   of  the  Ahhay  ll'al^. 
from  a  like  title  given  to  a  popular  poem  mention- 
ed by  Sir  James  Inglis  in  his  CompLiif/i. Let  me  ob~» 

ferve  in  paflmg,  that  if  the  ftudy  of  Scotti/li  hiftory 
Ihould  ever  revive,  a  new  edition  of  Lnglis's  ccirplaiut 
vould  be  an  acceptable  preftnt  to  the  public, 

St.  7.  1.  7.  **  Qiii;3  litis  law  hairtis,  ard  lawishc." 
Who  exalts  the  humble  in  fpirit,  and  brings  down  the 
lofty.  It  is  copied  frc  m  Chaucer,  Cuckcue  and  K:^lit- 
iiigalc,  p.  543. 

'*  For  he  can  nrakin  of  lowe  hcrlis  hie, 
"  And  of  hie  lowe." 

"What  Chaucer  fays  of  love,  Hcnryfuun  applies  to  the 
Piviliity. 

-V  a  a,  Jltr 
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The  Dog,    the  V/olf^    cuid  the  Scheip, 
p.  109. 

.UT  of  many  fables  by  Henryfcun,  I  hnve  fcIetSl- 
ed  two,  as  being  more  pn;ttcularly  charaderiRi- 
c?.i  of  the  ftate  of  Scotiand  during  the  i6th  century. 
The  fables  of  Henryfoun  are  rather  tedious.  Indeed 
prolixity  feems  to  be  the  general  fault  of  modern  fabu- 
Ufts  :  from  this  chaige  I  cannot  except  e\'cn  La  Fon- 
taine him  felf.  I  have  printed  fome  of  the  moral*  with- 
out the  corrcfponding  fables.  They  are  not  fo  tedious, 
and  they  contain  feveral  curious  particulars  as  to  the 
ftate  of  Scotland. 

The  fable  of  "  The  Dog,  the  Wolf,  and  th.e  Schein," 
contains  the  fonn  of  procefs  before  the  ecclcliaftical 
coui-t.  It  is  a-  lingular  performance,  will  be  cnter- 
tainijig  to  lawyers,  and  may,  perhaps,  fuggcfl  fome 
obfervatior.s  not  to  be  found  in  books. 

St.  7.  1.  3.    "  I,  for  vie,  Wolf,  pairtles  of  frawd  or 

"  gyle."     The  fummons  or  writ  is  iffiied  in  the  name 

of  the  Wclf,    before  whom  the  caufe  between  the 

Dog  and  the  Sheep  was  to  be  tried.     Pairtles  is  tittitri. 

fo'jens. 

• —  1.  4,    "  Undir  the  painis,"  6cc.     Under  ec- 

ckTiaftical  pains,  in  cafe  of  contumacy  ;  firft,  of  fuf- 
pcnfion  from  divine  offices,  and  then  of  abfolute  ex-- 
trufion  from  the  church  itfelf. 

St.  3.  I.  3.  "  On  the  leitlr  bure."  Charges  to  pay 
or  to  pciform,  ifTued  iu  the  name  of  the  Sovereig^n,, 
are  fiiU  termed  the  Kiug^s  letters, 

St.  4.  I.  a.  "  Tii!  his  office  wciW  afeird.^'  Well  in- 
.IrmPicd  in  what  concerned  the  duly  of  his  office.  Js 
efaiisy  as  becoTOcs,    is  a  coallant  exprtffion  in  our 

St.  4^ 
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Si.  4.  1.  ?,  "  Quhen  f'fperus  to  fchaw  his  face  ht^ 
"  gan."  The  Wolf  held  his  court  while  the  fun  was 
down.  "  On  every  Wednefday  morning  next  after 
"  Michaelmas  da^/,  at  cocks  ctoiuinj^,  there  is  bjian^' 
"  cient  cuftom  a  court  held  by  the  Lord  of  the  h^ 
*'  nour  of  Raleigh,  which  is  vulgarly  called  the  1.ti\-^ 
"  lefs  court, —  becaufe  held  at  an  unlav, ful  or  la\\'le(3- 
**  hour;"  Blount,  Cujlutns  of  Jianuws,  p.  147. 

St.  9.  1.  2.  3.    "  He  bad  tlie  partcis  cheis  with  one 
"  afllnt 
"  Twa   arbitours,    as  in  the  law  ir 
"  ufit." 

The  Wolf  having  been  declined,  he  appointed  the  par- 
ties to  chufe  arbitf  r?,  wlio  might  judge  of  the  declina- 
tor. Had  the  Wolf  judged  of  the  declinator,  an  acr- 
pealmight  have  lain  to  a  fupcrior  court;  but  no  ap- 
peal lay  from  the  judgement  of  the  arbiters.  They 
were  judges  chofen  by  the  parties  themfelves,  and  par- 
ties cannot  appeal  from  their  ov.n  deed. 

St.  II.  1.  2.    <'  De^eflis  neiv  and  ahl.'''     Alluding  to 
the   ridiculous  divifiun  of  ti;e  Pandedts,  into  digellum- 
vetiis,  inforiiaium,   ct  novum,  made  by  Bulgarus   in  tho  • 
lath  ccntu:;y. 

St.  12.  1.  7.  "  On  clerkis  duiJ,  gife  this  fcntence  be- 
kill.'''  I  thiak  the  meaning  is,  I  leave  the  learned4o 
determine  whether  the  arbiters  juftly  repelled  the  de- 
clinator. It  has  been  fuggefled,  that  "  clerkis  doit'' 
may  Cgnify  infcruinent-money  paid  to  the  clerk  of 
court ;  and  then  the  fenfe  will  be,  as  the  judgemeirt 
was  formal  and  ir.flruments  taken,  the  Iheep  could  not 
bring  the  award  under  review. 

St.  13.  1.5.    "-Thairto  z  torch  I  fand."     I   put  in 
bail   to  prcfecute,  for  recovciy  of  a  penfion   or^pit- 
tance  of  bread  which  I  had  puvchafed  from  the  flietp. 
A  a  3  St.  J4. 


[      282      ] 

St.  14.  i.  3.  "  Laurence  the  adis  and  [ttie]'  procer 
"  wrait."  In  ftanza  5.  1.  i.  it  was  faid,  that  the 
"  Fox  wes  clerk  and  notar."  The  Scots  itil!  call  a  fox. 
atd-lanry.  I  do  not  know  the  origin  of  this  appclla-- 
tion. 

St.  18.  1.  I.  "  This  Wolf  I  hkin  unto  a  fchercfF 
♦'  ftovit."  It  is  remarkable  that  the  whole  fatire  of 
the  fable  is  aimed  at  the  ecclefiauical  judge,  whereas 
the  application  is  to  the  civil.  Heuryfoun  probably 
fcood'  more  in  awe  of  the  court  fpiritual  than  of  the 
temporal. 

St.  19.  1.  6.  "  To  fkraip  out  Johne,  ard  wr)-t  in 
''-  Will  of  Watc."  To  cflace  the  name  of  John,  and 
in  its  place  infert  that  of  William  or  Walter.  Of-,  from 
the  Dutch,  may  imply  or.  It  would  ftem  however, 
that  "  of  v ait"  is  a  better  reading,  Vv-hich  implies  ;//- 
tsulionally.  on  purpcfe. 

1.  7.  "  /md  fo  a  Ind  at  baytl.  the  parteis/jtj/." 

j\-aCi  thus  levy  a  reward  from  each  of  the  parties,  from 
John. for  effacing  his  name,  andjrrom  the  adverfary  of 
W'illiaaia  fur  infcrling  his. 


,-.1,4^44.4  ^.^^^»j..t.^4^4^.j.,j^^.  I--:  ♦^<}•«|•-J••^♦♦^^•l•'^ 


Of  the  ]\ lonfe  and  the  Faddok.     p .  1 2  2 . 

St.  1.  1.  s.  "  Qr.home  with  you  frll-^is  tht'."  It 
fnouid  probably  be,  failov/is,  i.  e.  afiociates.  The 
nciin  fdlo-w  is  liill  ufed  in  the  fcnfe  of  compatiion. 

],  8.  "  Na  be  machit  with  a  wicket  marrow." 

This  line  is  obvioufly  defective.  It  is  probable  the 
pcet  wrote,  as  io  ftanza  3.  1.  8.  "  Than  to  be  machit," 
&c. 

or 
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-0/  the   Borrozuiftozm   Mous,    and   the 
Up- on- land  Mous.     p.  127. 

St.  3.  1.  4.  "  To  the  moufs  hevih  e."  The  word 
hs-wis  is  probably  the  fame  with  heaves.  Raifes  or  lifts 
up  his  eye.  It  may  however  imply  co  more  than  liaves 
or  has.     So  arbitrary  was  fpeliing  with  Vis, 

St.  4.  1.  I.  "  Thocht  it  be  bot  a  ghkl."  A  tempo- 
rary bla7.e,  fuch  as  is  made  with  bruih-wood,  oppofed 
to  a  conftant  regular  fire. 


<f  ^-TT+v  •{•+•}•  •J-l-'J-H' 'J"i"f4'**J"H"l'^4"f'|»«|»4'^-r  •J'4"r  f-'i' 


Of  the  Lyon  and  the  Moufs ^      p.  129. 

St.  4.  1.  4.  '"  And  metigat  mercy  with  crewelty." 
This  exprefiion  is  not  ver)' grammatical.  It  means  juft 
the  contrary  of  what  it  txprefles. 

St.  6.  1.  7.  "  rigour  heirof  aftymis  hss  bene  fene." 
He  probably  alludes  to  the  revenge  taken  on  Robertlll. 
by  Dunbar,  and  on  James  ]..by  Graham. 


The  reffonlng  betivixt  ^4ige  and  Tozvth, 
p.  131. 

St.  1.  1.  6.  "  That  all  of  mirth  cowth  mme:'    Whol- 
ly intent  upon  jollity, 

St.  2. 
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St.  2.  1.  3.  "  With  cheikis  dene,  and  lyart  lokis 
*^  hoir."  It  is  hard  to  fey  why  clean  clucks  fhould  be 
a  charaderifiic  of  age.  I  imagine  the  word  to  have 
been  miilaken  for  lene.  Lyort,  from  the  A.  S.  he,  ca- 
pilUis,  and  har,  canus.  There  is  fomewhat  of  tauto- 
logy in  the  paflage. 

St.  4.  1.  4.  "  Anc />c/^  on  feld.''*  This  appears  t® 
have  been  a  fafliionable  expreflion.  G.  Douglas  fays, 
p.  Z39.  1.  a;. 

"  Ha,  wald  thou  fecht,  quod  the  freik." 

The  word  has  nearly  the  fame  fignification  as  brave 
had' in  the  days  of  Brantome,  or  tall  mm,  in  the  day r 
of  Shaktfpearc.  The  only  remains  of  the  word  in  mo- 
dern Englifti  are,  freak,  a  whim,  and  frtakijb,  capri- 
cious. 

• 1.  7.  "  And  fo  with    hlrds  hlythly  my    hailis 

"  k;7."  Bride  is  ufed  in  Chaucer  iov  bird,  and  bvde 
for  a  miftrefs.  In  an  old  ScottiJli  fong,  "  Burd  Ifo- 
*'  bel,"  means  a  young  lady  called  Ifabella.  Burd  is 
Hill  ufed  as  an  appellation  of  complacency  by  fuperiore 
to  women  of  lower  degree.  Merfar,  p.  157.  of  this 
colledlion,  fjjeaks  oi  ^^birdis  bricht  in  bowris;"  by 
which  he  mears  young  women  in  their  cham.bers.  Bai- 
lis  belt,  abate  my  fires..  In  poetical  language,  "  to 
"  quench  my  amorous  flames,"  which  may  be  other- 
wife  exprefTed  in  blunt  EngliHi. 

St.  2.  1.  2.  "  This  breif  thow  fall  obey  f()ne,  be 
"  thow  bald."  Young  man  thou  ilialt  one  day  ac- 
knowledge the  juflice  of  my  faying,  however  vigorous 
tbou  mayefl  feem  at  prefent. 

1.  6.    "  Thy  hclth  fall  hyuk,  and  tak  a  hurt 

"  but  honey  Thy  health  fliall  incontinently  hafte  a- 
way,  nor  will  there  be  axiy  relief  or  intermiflion  from 
difeafe.  Hynk  is  from  the  A.  S.  higaa,  feftinare  ;  hence 
tolas:    but  rioits  iTiCans  <'  without  ,(^."     Mr  Ruddi- 
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man  obferves,  Chjpiry  toG.  Douglas,  that  "  but  /icue,',' 
is,  mctri  gratia,  for/io;  p.  az2.  1.  9. 

<'  Drif  thir  chiftanis  of  this  land,  hut  Aon e." 

TJie  word  ko  is  well  known  ;  it  is  an  interjciftion,  com- 
nianding  to  defift.  It  was  ufed  by  the  judge  of  the 
lifts,  in  the  days  of  chivalry,  when  he  ordered  the 
chami'/ions  to  ceafe  from  combat.  In  French  kolrr,  or 
ho  la.  Baffompierre  relates,  that  when  Charles  I.  and 
he  Xvere  talking  warmly,  Buckinghame  ftcpt  in  and 
cried,  "  Je  mets  Vholu  entre  vous  deux."  Herein 
this  petulant  minifter  afTumcd  the  character  of  judge 
of  the  lifts  between  his  malter  and  an  ambalTador. 


The  Rejfoning  betzpixt  Deih  and  Man, 

St.  7.  I.  3.  "  To  lurk  under  thy  calp."  Under  thy 
cope  ;  a  coffin  is  here  meant.  Knox  in  his  hiflory  re-, 
peatedly  ufes  a  co^a  of  kid y  for  a  lead-coffin. 

The  thvc  Dfld  Pcwis.     p.  139. 

THE  fancy  of  introducing  t/iree  death's-heads  13 
odd  ;  and  the  more  fo,  becaufc  they  all  fpeak 
at  cnce.      The  ftnticients  are  Aich  as  the  contem- 

platioa. 
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pktioa  of  mortality  naturally  prodnces.  If  llkenefs 
inferred  imitation,  Shakefpeare,  in  the  fcene  of  the 
grave-diggers,  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  copied  from 
Patrick  Johnftoun,  an  obfcure  vcriifier,  of  whom  he 
never  heard. 


^  *J"i"f"J' •!*  "I*  4*  "J*  ^-*i' 4"^  4*  "J*  H*  "f  4"}»  4''J»4"^  4* '4' "J"!*  "i^  4****  ^  "i* 


Sc;2/  exyiit  tJu'ow  Piyd.     p.  142. 

THis  is  a  curious  poem.  There  is  no  circumftance 
in  it  which  precifely  afcertains  its  date.  The 
language,  hovv^ever,  fiiows  that  it  muft  have  been  com- 
pofed  about  the  age  of  James  V.  It  is  plain  that  a-* 
bout  that  time  the  nobility  began  to  frequent  the  court : 
the  confequence  was,  expence  flowed  in  a  different  chan- 
nel ;  there  was  lefs  hofpitality,  and  more  luxury.  The 
vulgar  think,  that  it  is  a  fine  thing  to  wear  fine  cloaths; 
and  therefore,  with  their  idea  of  Scottifli  nobles  in  e- 
very  age,  they  conned  filk,  and  lace,  and  embroidery^ 
If  there  is  faith  in  poets,  filk,  lac^,  and  embroidery- 
were  phaenomena  in  the  reign  of  James  V. 

St.  3.  1.  4.  "  And  quhen  ftrangeris  dois  in  thfs 
•<  realme  repair ;"  i.e.  keep  your  rich  cloaths  till  foreign- 
'*  ers  vifit  you,  and  they  may  laft  you  for  twenty  years 
*'  and  more."  The  entailiug  "  richc;arrayisunfulyeii> 
♦'  cknc,  and  fair,  tothair  fucceflioun,"  is  a  fumptuary 
law,  Angular  in  its  nature. 

St.  4.  1'.  3.  "  With  welwet  bordour  about  his  threid- 
bair  coit."  This  portrait  of  an^bitiofa  paufertas  has 
been  drawn  from  the  life.  The  whole  flanza  is  higlily 
finiflicd.  The  pidure  of  a  fei^ving-man  with  a  thread- 
bare coat  and  new  velvet  lace,  not  diftinguifliing  his 
own  raafvcr,  is  happily  imagined. 

Jchne 
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yoJine  Up'On-lands  Complaint,      p.  144. 

SEE  Chaucer's  works,  p.  590.  where  facke  Upland  is 
introduced  complaining  of  the  ignorance  of  church- 
men.    This  charader  is  a  fort  of 

*'  Rufticus,  abnomnis  fapiens  crafs^ue  Minerva," 

much  in  the  flyle  of  Biiliop  Latimer. 

St.  I.  ].  I.  «'  Now  is  our  King  in  tendir  age."  Bu- 
chanan has  well  defcribed  the  ftate  of  Scotland  at  this 
period.  "  Abfente  prorege,  cum  omnes  omnia  non 
*'  mode  impune  dicerent,  fed  facerent,  agerent,  fer- 
"  rent,  raperent  j"  1.  14.  c.  24. 

St.  3.  1.  6.  "  And  preiftis  mycht  pattir  and  pray 
**  thair  fill."  John  Up-on-land,  ever  fince  the  days 
of  Chaucer,  had  a  licence  to  revile  the  clergy.  This 
line  fliews  how  dcfpicable  the  eftabliflied  clergy  had 
become  before  the  dawn  of  reformation  :  even  when 
engaged  in  their  proper  ofiice,  they  were  not  treated 
with  decency. 

I.  9.  *<  And  flakis  ftill  mycht  ftand."     Dead 

fences  ;  for  when  Icafes  were  of  fticrt  endurance, 
there  could  be  no  other.  There  is  a  ftatute  to  the  con- 
trary, adt  83.  parliament  14.  James  II.  But  flalutes 
when  they  move  more  rapidly  in  improvement  tlian  the 
nation  does,  always  prove  ineftldtual. 

.  1. 10.  "  For  fen  thay  red  amang  our  duris." 
The  grievance  here  complained  became  fo  intolerable, 
that  a  law  was  enaded,  c.  86.  parliament  6.  James  V. 
for  unhorfiiig  or  difmounting  the  Scottiih  army,  on  ac- 
count of  "  the  great  hurte,  ikaith,  and  dammagc, 
<«  done  in  cumming  of  multitude  of  horfcmen,  throw 
««  dcltrudlon  of  comes,  meadowes,  and  berrying  of 
•>  pure  folk.es." 

St.  4. 
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St.  4.  1. 12.  "  To  dingthir  mony  kingis  doun."  Ai 
Flouden  moft  of  the  Nobility  fell  with  their  fovereign. 
They  who  furvivcd  were  popularly  decried  as  traitors 
er  cowards,  bccaufe  they  ftirvived.  Thefc  circum- 
ftances  necelfarily  weakencd-the  influence  of  the  arifto- 
cracy.  The  Commons  began  to  feel  grievances,  and 
to  mumiur.  They  had  not  yet  acquired  that  refined 
fenfibility  of  liberty  which  Ihrinks  at  the  mere  appre- 
henfion  of  grievances.  This  fever  on  the  fpirits  was 
unknown  to  our  foi  efathcrs. 


4HJMH•4'♦•t•*•s•*•H•4'^'H•*♦^4'44'•*4'*4"^4"*♦'^4'-J•4* 


Yb  King  yanies  V.     p.  146. 

LL  the  addrcfTes  to  princes  in  this  collecftion  pai*- 
ticipate  more  of  the  nature  of  fatire  than  of  pa- 
negyric.  This  poem,  and  the  following  one,  reprc- 

fent  James  V.  as  inclined  to  avarice,  even  at  the  age 
of  profufion.  Buchanan  apologizes  for  him.  •'  Pe- 
"  cunice  id  fecerat  avidiorem,  quod  cum  alienx  potc- 
"  flatis  tfTct,  in  ftimma  parfimonia  educatus  fuifRt  : 
*•*  et  cum  prinuim  fui  juris  eft  f;idus,  in  vacuas  crdes 
"  ingreflcj,  direpta  fupcllcftili,  oninis  ei  (imul  aula; 
•'  partes  dcnuo  erant  exornandac  :  proprium  autcra 
"  regum  patrimonium  in  cos,  quos  minime  voluiflet, 
"  nfus,  curatorcs  ejus  abfumferant."  Without  in- 
fjuiring  into  the  truth  or  force  of  thofe  apologies,  I 
obferve  that  Stewart,  a  court-poet,  early  difccrned  the 
feeds  of  avarice  in  tlie  mind  of  the  young  king. 


Lcrgeu 
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Lerges,  lerges,  lergi?s  Ii.iy.     p.  151. 

1'^His  liumorous  poem  was  compof^'d  by  one 
Stewart.  There  were  two  poets  of  this  name, 
incntioned  by  Sir  David  Lindefay.  Conctrning  one  of 
"them  he  fays, 

"  Stewart  of  Lome  can  carp  right  curiouny." 

This  poem  difplays  a  finguiar  talent  for  carping  or 
fatire,  and  tlierefore  we  may  attribute  it  to  Stewart  6f 
Lorne. 

St.  I.  1.  r.  "  The  king  my  c.helf.'"  The  ver)-  firft 
ftan/.a  is  hijhly  fatirical  when  the  fuil  impoil  of  the 
expreffions  is  known.  The  king,  head  of  our  clan 
pStewart],  -put  his  liberality  to  the  tcft;  and  fecrctlf 
conveyed  into  my  b.and a  couple  of  /liiliir.^s. 

St.  2.  1.  r.  "  Syne  lerges  of  my  Lord  Chaiiccllar.'' 
In  order  to  difco-.'er  •u.v^iv/  great  men  diftingiiifiitd  tliem- 
felves  by  their  liberality  to  Stewart  of  Lorfle,  it  will 
be  neceflary  to  afjertain  the  xra  of  this  bitter  New- 
year's-day  gift.  Tills  may  be  eafily  done,  fo  that  here 
there  is  no  Jluhtis  Libor  ineptiantm. 

In  St.  3.  1.  I.  we  find  "the  new  Bilhop  of  Gallo- 
■'  way."  This  poem,  therefore,  was  conipofcd  when 
fome  bifhop  was  newly  promoted  to  the  fee  of  GaHo- 
way.  The  fuccefilon  of  biHiops  to  that  fee  fiands  thus 
in  Keith's  Catalogue,  p.  164. 

1508.  James  Bethune  elcdt  Bifliop  of  Galloway. 

1509.  David  Arnot  Bifliop  of  Galloway  till  15 i6. 
15^6.  Henry  Wemyfs  Bifhop  of  Galloway  till  about 

iJ4t. 

This  poem  could  not  have  been  ccmpofed  at  Mcw- 

ycar's  day  ijo3  ;  for  James  Bifliop  of  Galloway  was 

B  b  alfo 
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alio  trcafurer  at  that  time  :  nowlhe  poem  diftinguiilit 
the  Bifliop  of  Galloway  from  the  Treafurer. 

Bclidcs  it  mentions  Queen  Margaret  as  being  abftiii 
from  court,  or  in  fome  fort  of  disfavour.  Tlri3  w.is 
not  the  cafe  during  the  reign  of  James  IV. 

•For  the  fame  reafon  it  could  not  have  been  compo- 
fed  at  New-year's  day  1509. 

Neither  could  it  have  been  compoftd  at  New-yeai" 
day  1541  ;  for  the  widow  of  James  IV.  removed  fro  . 
court,  and  eclipfed  by  Mary  of  Guife,   her  daujrht-.i 
in-law,  would  not  have  been  termed,  "  Margaret  our 
■"  Quenc." 

It  follows,  that  it  muft  have  been  compofcd  at  New- 
year's  day  1527. 

'  I  aik  pardon  of  the  Manes  of  honeft  Keitli  for  ha- 
ving ufed  his  indullry  to  fettle  the  chronology  of  a 
ballad  againft  James  V.  and  his  minifters.  The  cata- 
logue of  Scottiih  biTiiops  was  not,  hos  quiefuuni  mmms 
i.i  ufui. 

At  New-year  day  1517,  Vac  ChaucrJhr  was  Archi- 
bald Earl  of  Angus,  hufband  of  the  Queen-dov/agcr  ; 
the  Secretary,  Sir  Thomas  Erelkine  of  Brechin  ;  the 
Treafurer,  Sir  Archibald  Douglas  of  Kilfpindie ;  the 
Cjmplrolkr,  Sir  James  ColviU  of  Ochiltree. 

St.  4.  1.  I.  "  OUijlie-rud  the  Tibbot  ying."  The 
MS.  has,  "  O?  Croce  the  abbot  ying."  This  is  a  lame 
•'.-erfe,  plainly  from  the  inadvertency  of  the  tranferiber, 
>\'ho  has  given  the  fenfe  of  the  poet  without  obferving 
his  metre.  The  young  abbot  of  Halie-rud,  or  Cmce,  .is 
William  Douglas,  brother  of  Archibald  £arl  of  An- 
^us. 

St.  9.  1.  I.  "  My  Lord  Bothwell."  The  perfon 
here  meant,  is  Patriclc  Hepburn  tliiid  Earl  of  Bctlr.vtll. 
J-Iis  mother  was  a  Stewart,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Buchan.  This  may  accoimt  for  his  favour  to  a  Stcwait, 
.and  the  confequent  eulogy. 

St.  10- 
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St.  10.  1.  r.  "  Margaret  ourQiiene."  The  Quccn- 
D>v.-agcr,  wife  of  Archibald  Earl  of  Angus.  Her  .;> 
vcrfion  at  the  hufband  of  her  precipitate  choice,  was 
the  chief  caufe  of  the  numerous  diforders  during  the 
minority  of  James  V.  As  her  hufband  was  in  power 
at  New-year  day  1527,  fl:e,  of  courfe,  was  abfcnt 
from  court. 


4^^^^.j..j.^.j..j^.j.  5.^4..j.,j.4.,{.^.j..j.^.j^^.t^j,^^  ^^A^ 


Sir  Penny,     p.  154. 

St.  5.  1.  7.  "  And  als  Sir  Symnny  his  forward." 
Upon  the  death  of  William  Douglas  ^Vbbct  cl  Holy- 
rood,  Buchanan  fay?,  "  Saccrdctium  ejus  Rcbertu^ 
•'  Carnicrucius,  homo  humili  loco  natus,  fed  pecunio- 
"  fus,  a  Rege,  turn  a  pecuniis  inopi,  redcmit ;  novo  gc- 
"  ncre  fraudis  elusa  lege  ambitus,  quos  facerdotia 
»<  venire  vetat :  fponfione  fcilicet  vi(5lu?,  qua,  magni 
*'  pecunia  dcpoGta,  contcnderat,  Regem  non  cum  pro- 
*<  ximo  facerdotio  vacuo  dcnaturum  ;"  1.  14.  c.  35. 
He  wagered  with  the  king.  That  he  fhould  not  be  pro- 
vided to  the  firfl:  vacant  benefice;  and  he  loft. This 

childiOi  popular  tale  has  been  occaf.onally  revived.  It 
is  to  be  found  in  a  recent  publication  of  fecret  ar.d. 
fcandalous  LMtcry. 


13  b  s  Jim 
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The  PFozving  of  J  ok  and  Jynny,  p.  158, 


THis  well  known  poem,  by  frequent  pablicaticn, 
has  been  much  corrupted.  Every  publifher 
took  the  liberty  of  adding  or  altering  juft  as  his  fancy 
led  hira.  It  is  nov/  given  faithfully  from  the  ■MS.  and 
exhibits  a  ludicrous  picfture  of  riie  cwta  fupclhx  of  the 
Scottifli  Commons  in  the  i6th  century.  Inftead  of 
^ncum.bering  the  gloflliry  v.ith  a  minute  detail  of  the- 
wretched  goods  and  chattels  of  tlie  bride  and  bride- 
grccm,  I  fubjcin  a  lift  of  whatever  might  be  dubious 
or  unintelligible  to  an  Englifli  reader. 

AUhry,  cupboard.  A^k,  large  cheft  for  keeping  corn 
or  meal.  Blajnit-kdder,  probably  />,;/}/;?,  tanned-lear 
ther.  ^?eoi;?w,  the  collar  of  a  work-horfe.  Brochis, 
clafps.  Brydill-renye,  the  rein  of  a  bridle.  Co/g,  a 
pail  or  trough.  Creill,  balket.  Dublaris,  probably 
dilhcs  with  covers.  Ellrxuand,  an  ell-m.eafure,  or  rod. 
/t /.-a/;  M,  fetter-lock.  Fidder,  128  C.  weight.  Flaik, 
liurdle.  Furme,  form  or  bench.  Furlct,  a  mcafure 
containing  one  fourth  of  a  boll.  Fuie-btaid  failing, 
corn  fufncient  to  fow  a  foot-breadth.  Cnjitk^  girth. 
Gryce,  pig.  Cufs,  goofe.  Heck,  rack.  Hobbilfchone, 
clouted  fhocs.  H^g,  a  fneep  of  two  years  old.  yaJi, 
that  piece  of  warlike  drefs  called  a  dcublet  of  fan,  or  de- 
fence. Kalll,  colev/orts.  Kirn,  churne.  Laid-faddill, 
load-faddle.  Mafizne  fall,  veffcl  to  boil  malt  in  for 
brewing.  Milk-fyth,  milk-flrainer.  Nuk,  button  of' 
a  fpindle.  Pek,  a  meafure  containing  one  fixtccnth 
of  a  bell.  Polk,  poke,  bag.  QuhiUill,  kuifc.  Raip, 
rope.  Rik,  diftafi.  Sark,  fliirt.  Schule,  fliovel 
Spounge,  probably  fpuiig,  purfe.  Sfurtill,  fpaiiuLi,  flat 
iron  for  turning  cakes.  Thtaiv-ciuk,  a  crooked  ftick 
for  twilling  hay  or  ftra\\»  ropes.  Trene,  fpout.  Trn/j- 
cliemr,  trenchar,  platter.  I  do  noi  know  the  fignifi- 
cation  of  padtll.. 

St.  I, 
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St.  I.  l.T.  '■'  Robs)-f/s  Jok  ;"  i.  e.  Jck  thcfcO-of-Ro" 
bin,  or  Robin's  fon.  Proper  funafnes  came  late  into 
Scotland. 

I.  3.  "  Scho  brariklt  fafi,  and  maid  \\\t bo'iy.'' 

She   tript  away  haftilyj  and  drcflcd  herfclt   out  to  XXii 
beft  advantage. 

!.6.  "  Cleiraaony  f/)^'."     Clear  as  ach/ei.. 

or    beetle  ;    a   proverbial  exprcftion,  alluding  to  the  - 
bright  poliih  on  the  body  of  that  infed.  - 

St.  2.  1.  I.  2.  "  I  yern  full  fane, 

"  To  luk  my  heid,   and  fit  dov/n  by  ' 
"  you^" 

Tliis  is  obfcure  :  I  underftand  it  to  mean,  "  I  ca--- 
"  neftly  long  to  fit  down  at  your  Ikic,  after  having-  nrik 
"  fearched  my  head,  that  there  be  no  animals  about 
"  me."     A  refinement  in  ruftic  courtHiip  ! 

1.  7.   "  I  fchro  the  lyar,  full  leis  me  yew." 

The  young  lady  having  told  her  mother,  that  fhe  fa- 
fpe(5ted  the  fincerity  of  her  wooer,  he  tenderly  an- 
fwers,  "  Curfc  you  for  liar,  I  love  you  heartily." 

St,  3.  1,  3.  "  Ane  fute-braid  fav.'ing."  Corn  fufii, 
cient  to  fov:  a  foot-breadth,  or  a.  foot-breadth  of 
ground  on  which  one  may.fov.v  Here  the  autho'-, 
{training  to  make  a  ludicrous  defcription  of  brag-rrt 
poverty,  has  tranfgrefTcd  the  bounds  of  probability. 
The  idea,  however,  has  pleafcd  ;  for  in  a  more  mo-  ■ 
dern  Scottifh  ballad  the  following  lines  occur. 

"  I  ha  a  wie  lairdfchip  down  in  the  Merfe, 
"  The  tiyncif.th  faht  of  a  gulfe's  ?!;erfc, 
"  ArA  !  ivo'  na  cum  every  day  to  wow." 

St.  7.  1.  3.  '«  Fyfc  fidder  of  raggis  to  fluiT  an   aic.' 

A   quantity  of  lags,  wherewith  to  qirilt  my  coat  of 

mail.     By  87th  (tatute,  parliament  6.  James  V.  it  v/as 

provided,    "  That   all  ytav.tn    have  jickcs  of  p'attJ'' 

li  b  3  .         St..:.- 
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St.  7.  1.  6.  "  Ane  fpounge."  This  probably 
means  a  fpung,  or  purfe,  which  clofes  with  a  fpring. 
A.  S.  b:siig  or  pttiig.  In  Scotland  the  word  fpung  is 
ftill  ufed  for  ^fvb.  Skinner  gives  an  example  of  what 
he  calls  lingua  myPica  erromim,  or  Gypfy  cant.  "  To 
"  nip  a  bung  :"  This  is  from  A.  S.  niipen.  digitis  vel- 
licare,  and  bung  or  pu^.g,  marfupium.  It  would  be 
curious  to  inquire,  whether  the  cant  of  Gypfies  be  any 
thing  more  than  corrupted  Anglo-Saxon,  or  corrupt- 
ed French,  juft  as  thofe  outcafts  from  civil  fociety  are 
of  Anglo-Saxon  or  French  original. 

St.  8.  1.  3.  "  Ane  fark  maid  of  the  linkome  tAvyne."" 
A  lliirt  made  of  the  Lincoln  twine  ;  a  fort  of  cloath  fo= 
called.  Thus,  in  Chiyjlis  kirk  of  t/ie  grene,  St.  2.  1.  j.. 
='  Thair  kirtillis  vrer  oi  Lincovie  light." 

St.  10.  1.  I.  "  Tak  thair  for  my  parte  of  the  feift.'' 
Such  are  my  eflcfts,  fufficient  to  fet  off  againft  yours  ;, 
or,  in  the  vulgar  phrafc,  to  pay  my  fhare  of  the  rec-  ■ 
koning. 

1.5.  "  And  als  the  laverok  is  /?//?  and  loddin ;" 

i.e.  The  lark  is  roafted  and  fwollen.  It  feems  to  be  a 
cant-proverbial  expreffion,  For  dinner  is  ready. 

1.  6.    "  When  ye  have  done,  tak  hame  the 

*'  brek."  After  you  have  dined,  you  may  cany  the 
remnants  home. 


^-^.4,41^4.,^  t.,{^4.^|Mt^<l«j  ^^^.j.^^^.5,^^^^^^4.^ 


Feiv  may  fend  for  Falfeti.     p  i6i . 

*His  poem  is  much  in  the  ftyle  of  Dunbar;  but     j 
as  it  is  anonymous  in  the  MS.  I  would  not  ven- 
ture to  afcribc  it  to  him, 

St.  7. 
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St.  7.  1.  4.  "  Syne  with  thelordis  to  rdik  and  roK«.*' 
Rake  'With  the  judge',  may  feem  an  uncouth  phrafe  to- 
modern  ears  ;  but  the  meaning  is,  JVolk  at  large,  fpati- 
ari ;  fo  p.  98.  1.  la.  "  Lo  quhair  thay  raik  on  raw," 
is  ufed  of  the  manner  in  which  flieep  pafture.  Rotin, 
round,  is  to  whifper  with  ;  to  talk  like  familiar  ac- 
quaintance. 


♦^•H»4'i^-^*l'*4"J-i''»-f4'*i'J"*'H'^'l'*'l'4'"^'i"|r«H-»H* 


Of  Hap  at  Court,     p.  163. 

THis  anonymous  poem,  like  the  preceding  one,  is 
in  the  ftyle  of  Dunbar. 

St.  4.  1.  4.   Crokivh."    A  corruption  of  the  French 
efcroquews,  fharpers. 

St.  7.  1.  2.  *'  Sum  tynis  fyifs,  and  winnis  hot  efs."' 
Thus  Chaucer,  3hnk'sTale,  1.  687.  *^  Sice  fortune  is 
"  tourncd  to  an  ace.'"''  The  lowcft  caft  comes  up  in- 
ftcad  of  the  higheft  :  the  moft  profperous  fortune  is 
changed  to  the  moft  advcrfe. 

St,  9.  This  ftanza  touches  on  the  inccfTant  change  of 
miiiilkrs  during  the  minority  of  James  V. 

St.  10.  1. 1.  2.  "  Chryft  bring  our  king  to  perfyte  ege," 
"  AVithwit,  i'ra.joTit/.isfillo»  rcge." 

From  the  cxprefTicn,  "  Yowthis  /f//.?**  regc,"''  yvc  may 
conclude  that  this  poem  was  compofed  after  the  ycung 
king  had  difcovcred  his  propenfity  towards  the  fair  fcx. 
Sir  David  Lindcfay,  though  a  courtier,  had  the  cou- 
rage to  reprove  hii  raaficr  for  his  inordinate  and  mean 

plcafurcs. 
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pJeafures.  Buchrinan  throws  an  indulgent  fliade  over 
them.  "  Ad  malieres  autem  proniorem  euni  reddk- 
"  deraiit  adolefcentis  ediicatores,  qui  hac  rationc  diur 
"  ti/Time  cum  libi  obuoxium  fore  arbitrabautur  ;'' 
1.  14.  in  fill. . 


^„^^^^^4»,j,^4„j..j.4»4.^4^.^^,4^^^4,^^,4.^^^.j,^»^_. 


General  Satyre.     p.  166. 

St.  I.  It  3 .  "  Law  hes  dcfyit  giierdoun  and  his  meid."" 
The  bcft  commentary  that  I  can  make  upon  this  line  is 
to  tranfcribe,  ad  104.  parliament  7.  James  V.  1540^ 
"  It  is  ftatute  and  ordained.  That  for  fa  meikle  aa  it 
"  has  bene  hcavilie  murmured  to  our  Soveraine  Lorde, 
'*  that  his  lieges  has  bene  greatlie  hurte  in  times  by- 
"  gane  be  judges,  baith  fpiritual  and  temporal,  quha 
"  hes  not  been  allanerlie  judges,  bot  plaine  folliftares^, 
"partial  counfelloures,  affifters  and  partakers  with 
"  fum  of-  the  parties,  and  hes  tane  great  gcare  and  pro^ 
"  fite;' 

"  Therefore  it  is   flatute  and  ordained, ,  in   times 
"  cumming,    That  all  juftice,    fchireffes,    Lordes   of 
*'  Stnion,  baiilics  of  rtga'ities,    provolt  and  bai'lies  of 
"  burrowes,  and  uther  depute?,  and  all  uther  judges,  . 
"  fpiritual   and  temporal,  aliXveill  within   regalities  as 
"  rcyaltie,  fall   do  trew  and  equal  juftice  to  all  our 
"  Soveraine  Lordis  lieges,  without  ony  partial  coun- 
"^  cell,  rewardes,  or  buddes  taking,  further  then  is 
♦'  permitted  of  the  law,  [meaning  fcntence-money], 
*'  under  the  painc  of  tinfcll  of  their  honour,  fame,  and 
"  dignitie,  gif  they  be  tainted  and  convicted  of  the  I'a- 
"  min  :  And  gif  ony  mancr  of  perfon  munnuris  ony 
•'  judge,  temporal  or  fpiritual,  alfweiil  Lordes  c/f  Sef- 
*'  lion,  as  uthers,  and  proves  not  the  fame  fufficitnt- 
'•  lie,  he  fall  be  p unilhcd  in  fcmblable  mancr  and  forte, 

"  as 


I  297   J 

^  as  the  faide  judge  or  perfon  whom  be  murmuris,  ;nid 
"  fail  pay  anc  paine  arbitral,  at  the  will  of  the  King's 
"  Grace,  or  his  councel,  for  the  infaming  of  fik  per- 
"  fones  ;  providing  alwaies,  gif  ony  fpiritual  man  fail- 
'•  zies,  that  he  be  called  before  his  judge  ordinar.',' 

1.  5.    "  Hes  fljttin  with  fraud,"  &c.     Has 

removed  from  fraud.  Flyii  is  "vertete  f'nium,  particularly 
ufed  of  tenants  who  quit  their  pofTcflion,  The  word. 
fii,  in  modern  EngliOi,  implies  not  fo  much  the  remo- 
ving from  any  one  place,  as  the  fluctuating  from  one 
place  to  another. 

St.  2.  ].  2.  "  And  prelettis  levis  in  clyne  perfj'tnefs.*' 
In  a  provincial  council  hdd  1J49,  one  great  caufe  of- 
herefy  was  declared  to  be  "  in  pcrfonis  ecclefiafticis, 
'*  omnium  fere  graduum,  morum  corruptcla  ac  vita 
*'  profana  cbfcccnitas  ;"  W  ilkins's  Concil.  torn.  4.  p.  46, 
to  p.  60.  See  a  commentary  upon  this  text,  Note  to 
St.  a.  1.  2.  p.  42. 

1.  5.  "  All  religioun  levis  in  holinefs."     The 

word  religioiiii  is  here  ufed  for  moaaflic  orders. 

St.  3.  1.6.  "  Qnhois  pacience  is  bot  newly  watt  and 
"  fchorne."  In  allufion  to  the  manner  of  drelfinj 
cloath  :  as  if  he  had  faid,  Womcas  patience  is  juft  cut 
out  of  the  loom,  and  nothing  the  worfe  of  the  wear- 
ing. 


.^^}.4..*.4.^.{h}»4»4- 4.4.  <|«..]«^<^  <!.<{.  |>4..}.4>4>4^4»-^  ^v^^H'*^^ 


Of  Covet  ice.     p.  i68. 

St.  I.  1.  I.  "  Fredome,  honour,  and  nobilnes."     B7 
fredotne  is  hax  meant  gcnerofity  and  hofpitahty. 

St.*. 
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St.  1.  1.3.  "  And  pLiy  is  fttt  at  littill  price.'-'" 
Mirtii;  all  joyous  amufements,  are  defpifed  ;  men  are 
become  avaritious  and  gamelters. 

St.  3.  1.1.2.    "  Halking,  huntin?,  and  fwift  horfe 
"  rynnina', 
•'  Ar   chengit   all   in  wraneus    wyn- 
"  ning." 

Hence  it  appears,  that  our  forefathers  did  not  confider 

horfe-racing  as  a  fpecies  of  gaming. This  poem, 

and  that  of  "  fons  exylit  throw  Pryd,"  p.  142.  treat 
of  the  fame  fubje(^ ;  but  t/iat  appears  to  be  much  fa- 
perior  to  t/iis^. 

St.  9.  1.  3.  "Is  haldin  a  fulo,  and  that  full  nyce." 
Nice  is  from  the  French  niait,  iiniple.  Thus  Chaucer 
jays,  Cuckowe  and  Nightingale,  p.  543.  1.  13. 

"  For  he  can  makin  of  wife  (olke  fill  f/ice."~ 
Thus  alfo  Dunbar,  p.  24.  of  this  coIIeQion. 
"  Quhen  I  awoik  my  dreme  it  was  fo  nice. 


^*-|"i"H'i-4 'J'*4»i*4r-*"V*v'i"i"H*4'^-H^4"J'*'J"  "l-^  •J'-l'* 


^72e    Difcriptioim    of  Pedder    Coffeis,. 
p.  170, 

WHat  the  autlior  meant  by  cryffcis,  he  explains 
St.  I.  1.  3.  where  he  fpeaks  of  "  pedder  ,^wnwj." 
Cvjjr,  in  the  modern  Sccttifli  language,  means  rvfticx 
The  fejife  here  is  peddling  merchants.    The  feven  forts  . 

are^ 
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•nrf,  I.  An  higgler  and  foreftaller  ;  2,  A  lewd  pinifti 
prieii  ;  3.  A  merchant  who  traffics  in  company  upon 
too  fmall  a  flock  ;  4.  Though  obfcurely  exprcfled,  is  a 
Jow-born  fdlow,  who  intrudes  himfclf  into  the  magi- 
flracy  of  a  royal  borough  ;  5.  A  fraudulent  bankrupt ; 
6.  A  rnifcr  ;  7.  A  dignified  churchman  :  the  charader 
«f  each  is  drawn  from  the  living  manners  of  that  age. 

St.  a.  1.  3.  "  Sornand  ail  and  findry  airj!."  This 
■  fern f pit  or  coiiimtptMe  dealer  is  reprefented  as  go- 
ing about  in  every  quarter  fomaiid ;  a  contraciica 
from  jcjwrrHind.  Hence  fonien,  or  fojonrners,  which 
fo  often  occurs  in  our  more  ancient  ftatutes.  He  is 
here  defcribed  as  felicitous  in  purchafing  fowls,  pro- 
fiting by  the  fale  of  their  eggs,  foreftalling  the  mar- 
ket, and  drawing  advantage  from  a  dearth.  Thefe 
arc  topics  of  popular  difcontent,  u'hich  the  legiflaturc 
-lias  fomctimes -fanftified  by  inextricable  ftatutes. 

My  rcafon  for  imagining  that  fcroppit  means  con- 
temptible, is  founded  on  the  following  paflage  in  Knox, 
p.  93.  «' Thair  Vv-as  prcfentit  to  the  Quein  Regent  a 
"  calfe  having  tv/o  heidis  ;  whairat  flie  fcorppit,  and 
■"  faid,  it  was  bot  a  common  thing." 

'St.  3.  A  rafcally  wcnchcr  among  the  married  women, 
refules  in  the  country,  verfant  in  the  arts  of  fubtilty  ; 
he  interprets  to  them  the  legends  of  the  faints,  and 
fandiifics  them  with  dead-men's  bones  or  relics.  Siu:h 
perfons  feem  to  have  raked  the  ftrects  of  Rome  for  e- 
very  fuperAitious  fooleiy.  Sometimes  they  growl  like 
dogs,  in  the  offices  of  religion  ;  fometimes  they  pitiful- 
ly whine  like  the  bypccritic.il  Sytnmye  and  hisbrother. 
The  firft  part  of  this  defcription  alludes  to  the  lewd 
and  inordinate  lives  ofthe  fecular  clergy.  —  Thedefcrfp- 
tion  of  their  employment  in  the  country  refem.bles  that 
which  the  younger  Vcffius  profanely  gave  of  a  friend 
of  his  :    "Eft  ff.criliculus  in  pago  quoilam,   ct  decipit 

<<  rufticos." \\\  Lord  Ilyndfurd'j  iMS.  there  is  a 

poena 


^oem  relative  io  Symmye  and  his  brudcr  ;  it  is  obfcure  ; 
but  fcems  to  import,  that  they  were  what  is  termed 
auicjlinnarii  in  the  antieiit  Scottifh  canons,  c.  48.  that 
is,  perfons  fent  out  by  the  church  upon  a  begging 
-miflion. 

St.  4. 1. 1.  2.  "  Thir  cur  coffeis  that  failis  cure  fone. 
"  And  thretty-ium  about  ane  pak," 

Thefe  lines  are  unintelligible  without  the  aid  of  the 
ftatute^ook.  By  ad  24.  pari.  a.  James  V.  it  is  pro- 
vided, "  That  na  merchand  faill,  -with'Ut  he  have  ane 
<«  htilfc  la/i  of  glides  of  his  aivin,  or  elfe  in  governance, 
«  as  fadour,  to  uthir  mcrchandes."  And  by  ad  35. 
*'  That  na  fchip  be  frauchted  out  of  the  realme,  with 
*'  ony  ftaple  gudes,  fra  the  f^ait  of  Simon's  day  and 
"  Judes,  unto  the  fcait  of  the  purification  of  our  lady, 
"  ca'kd  Candlemas."  The  reader  will  now  perceive 
what  it  was  to  fiiil  too  earlv,  and  wherein  they  offend- 
ed, who,  to  the  number  of  thirty,  were  joint  adventu- 
rers in  one  pack  of  goods. 

St.  5.  l.i.  "  A'«<7i/vz//cncofrmifknawis  himfeif."  The 
word  knaifatica  has  been  invented  to  dcfcribe  a  pediar 
of  mean  fervile  original.  Every  one  knows,  that  kna-ve 
formerly  meant  a  fcrvant.  It  is  probable  that  this 
ftanra  was  armed  at  fome  living  character,  remarkable 
for  the  infolence  of  office. 

..  1.6.  "  With  hiskeis  clynkandon  his  arme." 

The  keys  of  a  city  are  confidered  as  the  lymbols  of 
truft  and  power,  and  therel'ore  they  may  have  been 
borne  by  magiftrates.  It  is  an  ancient  cuftom  for  the 
chief  niagiftrate  of  a  city  to  deliver  the  keys  to  tic 
Sovereign,  upon  his  firft  entry. 

St.  6.  1.  I.  "  Ane  dyvour  coffe."  This  ftanza  de- 
fcribes,  in  very  emphatical  term?,  the  offence  ot 
one  who,  while  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay,  deals  up- 
on credit  with  foreign  merchants. 

St.  r. 
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St.  7.  1.  7.  "  And  eitis  thame  in  the  buith  that 
'•^  fmaik.'^  The  word  fmai/i  means  a  pitiful  ignomini- 
ous fdlow.  It  occurs  in  a  curious  poem  by  the  Earl  of 
•Glencairn,  preferved  in  Knox,  p.  25. 

"  Thej  fmiikis  dois  fet  their  haill  intent, 
"  To  reid  the  Inglifche  New  Tefcament." 

The  churl  here  defcribed,  after  having  carefully  num- 
bered his  cakes,  conveys  one  of  them  under  his  cloaths, 
and  eats  it  in  his  booth  or  fhcp. 

St.  9.  1.  6.  7.  "  And  to  the  fcho-flreit  ye  thameken, 
♦'  Syne  cut  thair  luggis,"  &c. 

Shoes  are  ftill  fold  at  Edinburgh  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  Grafs-mar k,t,  which  is  alfo  the  place  of  execution. 
It  is  probable  that  lefler  punifliments,  fuch  as  that  of 
cutting  off  the  ears  of  delinquents,  were  anciently  in- 
flifted  in  the  fame  place.  It  has  been  fuggefted  to  the 
editor,  that  by  Scho-Jlreit,  a  ftreet  in  Perth,  ftill  term- 
ed the  Shoe-gate,  is  underftood  :  But  there  feems  no 
reafon  for  fuppofing  that  triis  poem  was  compofed  at 
Perth,  or  that  the  Shoe-gate  in  Perth  was  a  place  of  pu- 
nifhment. 


..».  4..f  .J.4.^,4.4j.4  .J..f.,^4  ^..{.,{.4  A^^44  j..j.^.j.^^^4.^.t.^^^ 


^^ne  litiill  interlude  of  the  Droichis  part 
of  the  Play,     p.  173. 

IN  this  fingubr  piece  the  genius  of  v/ealth  is  intro- 
duced under  the  chara6tcr  of  a  blind  pigmy.     Du- 
lini:  ihe  i6th  century  feme  traces  of  theatrical  compo- 
C  c  fitions 
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(itions  may  be  difcovered  in  Scotland.  Sir  David 
Lindelay  was  the  author  of  various  interludes.  Some 
of  thi?m  are  to  be  found  in  Lord  Hyndford's  MS.  I 
believe  no  one  -wiW  ever  venture  to  publifn  them ; 
they  are  loofe  and  indecent  beyond  credibility.  How 
would  this  age,  libertine  as  it  may  be,  endure  the  fit- 
ting on  of  a  Spanifli  padlock  in  a  theatrical  reprefen- 
tation  i 

St.  I.  1.  I.  "  Hiry,  hary,  hubbilfchow."  Thefe 
are  words  exprefling  hnrry  and  confufion.  Hiry,  hary, 
feems  to  be  a  corruption  of  the  French  liaro,  or  the 
cry  a  Vaide  ;  like  liuefium  in  our  old  laws,  and  hue  in 
Englifli.     Utibbilfcho-w  is  ftill  ufed  with  us  for  uproar. 

St.  4.  1.  I.  "  Fyn  Mackowll."  Better  known  in 
in  this  age  under  the  modcrniicd  n.mie  of  Fingal.— — 
Concerning  this  perfonage,  whether  real  or  imaginary, 
there  are  innumerable  legends  in  the  highlands  of  Scot- 
land. He  is  more  celebrated  as  a  giant  than  as  the 
hero  of  Offian. 

l.a.    *'  That  dung  the  dcvill."     This  may 

allude  to  the  conteft  with  the  fpirit  Loda.  Here  let 
inc  obferve,  that  to  doubt  of  Fingal  and  Temora  be- 
ing ancient  compofitions,  is  indeed  a  refinement  in 
fcepticifm.  They  contain  various  allufions  to  the 
manners  of  other  times,  which  have  efcaped  the  oblcr- 
vation  of  Mr  Macpherfon  himftlf. 

St.  7.  1.  6.  "  Craig-Gorth."  It  has  been  ccnjeiftu- 
red  that  Car-Gortk  in  y^berdeenfliire  is  here  meant.  I 
fliould  rather  fuppofe  it  to  hit  Craig- Forth,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Stirling. One  ftanza  in  the  MS.  is  g- 

mitted  on  account  of  its  indecency.  This  feemcd  a 
better  courfc,  than  to  difguife  it  by  an  interpretation 
afFededly  erroneous,  as  has  been  done  by  the  publiihcr 
©f  the  Evergreen, 
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Jji.  li.  I.  s. — 4.  "  Nor  in  the  fieiddis  I  d.ir  nocht  ['a  ; 
"  Thair  is  nothing  bot  and  flae, 

"  Cut   thropilHs,  and  make 
"  quyte."        , 

Siddes.  The  dates  or  government  of  the  Netherlands. 
Bot  andjiae.  I'he  words  bot  and^  corrupted  from  the 
Low  liutch  lititand,  i.  e.  without  or  befides,  ofteu 
occur  in  our  popular  ballads.  Thefe  lines  allude  to 
that  fcene  of  cruelty  begun  by  Charles  V.  and  perfed;- 
cd  by  Philip  II.  in  the  Netherlands.  Make  quyte\sa.n 
obfc\n-e  cxpreilion  :  It  probably  means,  "  to  get  rid  of 
'*  obnojaous  perions," 

'  1,  5.  "  Yiiaud  for  evir  I  half  reffuiit."     Here 

is  another  example  of  the  illiberal  raillery  which  I  have 
elfewhere  cenfured. 

St.  14.  1.  7.  "  Curphour  htW.''  The  couvrefeu,  and, 
by  corruption,  curfeu.  This  bell  was  rung  in  boroughs 
at  nine  in  the  evening,  adt  144.  parliament  13.  James  L 
The  hour  was  changed  to  ten,  at  the  folicitation  of 
the  wife  of  James  Stewart,  the  favourite  of  James  VI. 

St.  16.  In  this  ftanza  there  is  a  ftrange  mixture  of 
grave  and  ludicrous.  With  us,  before  the  Reforma- 
tion, religious  offices  were  farcical,  and  farces  reli- 
gious. On  the  continent,  where-ever  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic worfliip  has  not  been  refined,  the  fame  afllm- 
blage  of  difcurdant  ideas  prevails. 


^^^^,.j..j.^^4^4^^4,^j^4^^^^.|.4  ^^^.j.^,{.^  |.^.j» 


^ne  Ballat  of  evill  Wyffis.     p.  178. 

St.  I.  1.  8.  "And  chairgishim  tobyd."     This  is  a 
law-phrafe,    and  is  nearly  fynonymous  with  the  Eng- 

Cc  7.  lin^ 
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]\Cn  phrafe,  "  raTefta  him."     A  charge  is  an   order  ii 
fued  in  the  name  of  the  Sovereign,  and  intimated  to 
the  party  by  fome  one  legally  authorifed  to  that  effei^t 
Every  reader  v/l!l  perceive  a   want  of  connc^Ttion  ii 
this  poem  :    The  firft  and  fecond  f^anzas  contain  mo- 
ral reflections  on  the  certainty  of  death  ;  the  third  is  .: 
religious  inference  ;    the  fourth  mentions  the  dange  ■ 
attending  the  profeflion  of  a  failor  ;  the  fifth  infcniib.. 
fades  into  an  invedtive  on  froward  wives;    and  thi 
fubjed  is  carried  on  through  the  reft  of  the  poem,  wili 
fome  vvut  and  iiinch  acrimony  of  exprefTion. 

St.  7.  1.  5.    "  Anc  mirry   in  tuair  cumpany,"  Sc- 
The  meaning  is,  to  fuch  hen-pecked  hufoands  acheai 
ful   companion  would  be  a  moil:  valuable  acquiiition. 
A  mulician  that  could  keep  them  in  tune,  would  be 
worth  any  money. 

St.  9.  1.5.  "With  ane  grene  fling."  Probably 
fiiftgy  a  (lender  hazzle  ftick  new  cut,  for  the  purpofe 
of  giving  moderate  correflion  to  a  wife.  This  was  a 
power  which  our  rude  legiflature  in  former  times  com- 
mitted to  hufbands. 


^^  ^{.4.4.^  4,^4.4.4.^4.4  ^^^4.  •t'4  4. -»A.4»^^.{.^^  ^4..i,  ^-1^ 


Ballat  of  Glide- FaUozcis.      p.  182. 

St.  I.  1.  iz.    "  For  all  his  ■u:rck  and  wair."     T! 
■word  ivreky  fpelt   in  the   following  line  ivrak,  is  fr. 
qucntly  ufed  by  the  Scottilh  writers  ;   Knox,  p. 35.  fay 
"  The  merehantis   maik  frack  to  faill  and  to  tlieir  tia: 
"  ftque."     This  is  plainly  the  fame  word.     To  /./. 
frack,  is  to  lo.^d  a  cargo.     Hence  the   modern  wc;\ 
freight. 

St.  ' 
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St.  2.  1,  5.  "  Than  fall  he  fivak:'  Alluding  to  the 
ofcillatory  motion,  remarkable  when  great  loads  arc 
carried  on  mens  ihouldei'S. 


Auld  Kyndnes  foryett.      p.  184. 

fT'Xndms  in  this  poem  feems  to  imply  acquaintance^ 
and  its  confcquence,    familiarity. 

St.  6.  1.  I.  ♦'  Als  lang  as  my  cop  Jiud evin."  An  ex- 
prcfiion  implying,  as  long  as  I  was  profperous.  Kellyj 
in  his  Scottifii  proverbs,  reports  a  ftory  of  a  minifter,. 
who  preaching  againft  the  Pone,  thus  concluded,  "  For 
"  all  that  I  have  faid,  even  /lands  his  cap  drinking  gud 
**  Romany  wine  this  day." 

The  Prais  of  y^ige.      p.  189.. 

THis  poem  gives  a  favourable  idea  of  Kennedy  as  a: 
verlifier.  His  lines  are  more  polifiitd  and. 
fmooth  than  thofc  of  his  cotemporaries.  If  he  is  the 
perfon  againft  whom  Dunbar  d'retfted  his  Inve(Sive,-he 
kas  met  with  hard  meafure.     Dunbar  fays, 

"  I  lat  ye  knaw  I  haif  twa  Lothian  hippis, 
''  That  bettir  Iiiglis  can,  and  mairperfyte, 
"  Than  thow  can  blubbir  with  thy  Carrik  lippis J' 

C  c  3.  This 
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This  nircafin,  if  ferious,  is  mifapplied. 

St.  4.  1.  6.  "  Dryvis  in  the  fee  of  Lollerdry  that 
*'  blawis."  Kennedy  appears  to  have  been  a  zealous 
partifan  of  what  was  termed  the  old  faith  ;  whereas  the 
poets  his  cotemporaries  were  either  lukewarm  in  their 
J"cMgious  tenets,  or  inclined  to  the  new  opii>»'ons. 

Tiie  name  of  Ldlard  is  well  known  both  on  the  con- 

Tiiicnt  and  in  Britain. The  Monkifh  writers  derived 

it  from  lolium,  and  to  make  the  etynwiogy  more  com- 
plete, vrere  guilty  of  a  falfe  quantity,  ufing  idUum  in- 
ftead  of  lolium.  It  would  have  been  well  for  the  poor 
Lollards,  if  this  etymology  had  led  their  adverfaries  to 
apply  the  parable  to  their  cafe,  and  not  to  fet  fire  to 
the  tares  before  the  harveil  of  the  laft  day. 

The  publiiher  of  the  former  edition  of  KnoK  grave- 
ly fays,  that  they  took  their  name  from  a  pious  m,; 
called  Lollard. 

IMofheim,  Ecclef.  hijl.  vol",  i.  p.  744.  ^''■>te  [u1 
fays.  That  thofe  innov?*'nrs  were  termed  LolLidi  frora 
the  German  blUn,  whence  tjie  Engliili  /;.//.  This  al- 
luded to  the  drawling  unifon'A'hich  they  appear  to  ha\  ^ 
affedted  in  their  prayers  and  religious  hymns.  In  mo- 
dern language  they  would  have  been  termed  the  feci 
of  the  Flum-drunis, 

When  the  LolKlrds  were  firft  difcovcred  in  England. 
the  bifhops  were  at  a  lofs  how  to  defcribe  their  tenet 
In  1387,  Henry  BiPaop  of  Worcefter  informed  his  ckr- 
gy,  that  they  were  "followers  of  Mahomet;"  \\\\- 
kin's  Concil.  vol.  3.  p.  202.  They  who  are  acquaint- 
ed v.ith  the  eccicfiaftical  hiftory  of  thofe  times,  will  rt- 
colledl  many  an  example  of  judgements  equally  pree; 
pitate. 

The  conclufions   of  the  Lollards,  as  prefenttd  I  . 
themfelves  to  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  ... 
to  be  found  in  Wilkins,    vol.3,  p.  zji.      They 
tonclufions  which  Proteftants   in  this  age  might  ho'v\ 
with  the  exception  of  fome  fanatical  conceits,  fuch  a 
the  abfolutc  unlawfulnefs  of  war. 

Thi 
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They  arc  expreffcd  with  a  fingular  naivH:.  Thus, 
againft  the  celibacy  of  the  clergy,  it  is  faid,  "  Delicata 
«•'  cibaria  virorum  ecclefiaflicorum,  volunt  habere  na- 

"  turalem  purgationem,  vel  pejorem." That  were 

holy  water  as  efficacious  as  is  pretended,  it  would  be  a 
cure  for  all  fores,  the  contrary  whereof  experience 
teaches :  And  again,  if  all  the  inftruments  of  the  paf- 
fion,  fuch  as  the  nails  and  the  fpear  are  to  be  venera- 
ted, the  lips  of  Judas  Ifcariot,  could,  they  be  procu- 
red, would  prove  excellent  relics, 

Wilkins  in  the  fame  vol.  3.  p.  225.  has  preferred 
the  recantation  of  one  William  Dynot,  a  Lollard, 
made  in  1396  before  the  ArchbUhop  of  York,  It  con- 
tains the  following  expreffions  :  '*  I  fwere  to  God,  and 
"  to  all  his  fayntls  upon  this  holy  gofpell,  that  fro  this 
•«  day  forward  I  fliall  ivpr.bip  ymages  with  praying,  and 
"  offering  unto  them  in  the  worfchop  of  the  faintes, 
"  that  they  be  made  after  ;  and  alio  I  fliall  be  buxum 
"  to  the  lawcs  of  holy  chirche  ;  and  alfo  I  fiiall  (land 
"  to  your  declaration,  'ui-ly^  is  herefy  or  errour,  and 
"  do  thereafter."         -•      ^.  ' 

It  is  remarkable  that  ''.iJTerent  Loilards  recant  differ- 
ent tenets.  Thia-  looks  as  if  the  fe(5t  had  not  been 
formed,  but  that  every  one  who  prcfumed  to  deviate^ 
from  the  onward  path  of  Catholic  faith,  was  compre- 
hended under  the  general  denomination  of  Lollard. 


^..}..j,.i,.j..j..|..j.  A^4.4,-j.^4.4.^4..j.^^4.-j.^-4.4»^.f,4.4-f^ij.  j» 


The  Blait  Luvar.     p.  191. 

St.  2,  1.  8.  "  Hes  done  depaint  that  fweit  fcherene." 

Nature   has  fo  adorned  thjt   fweet  Syren. Unlefs 

fclurene  be  ufed  for  ftrene  venture,  as  in  the  following 
ftanza  we  have  iliilce  anicnc,  an  exprcflion  intolerably  af- 
fudedj  copied  pollibly  from  fomc  Italian  poet. 

Am 
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u^ne  New  Tere  Gift.     p.  194. 

THis  poem  furniflies  us  with  a  pycfait  JJate  of 
Scotland  in  1561,  [or,  perhaps,  IJ62],  and  on 
that  account  is  curious  and  iuftrudive.  The  author 
aftefts  impartiality,  and  therefore  it  may  be  prefumcd 
that  the  porti'aits  which  he  draws  are  not  much  out  of 
nature. 

St.  I.  1.  2.  *'  Welcum  oure  lyone,  with  the  flourc- 
♦'  de-]ycc."  This  alludes  to  the  arms  of  Scotland,  a 
lion  with  a  border  or  treflure  adorned  with  fiowcr-de- 
luces.  While  the  fcience  of  coats  armorial  was  in  high 
cftecm,  fuch  allufions  had  beauty  and  dignity. 

1.  3.    "  The  Loraue  greneJ"     In  right  of  her 

mother  Marie  de  Lorraine.  Guillim,  in  his  Di'play  of 
htraUlry,  p.  18.  has  a  profound  note  on  the  colo'.ir 
green.  "  This  colour  is  green,  which  confifteth  of 
"  more  black  and  of  lefs  red,  as  appeareth  by  the  de/u- 
"  nilkn.  Viridis  ejl  color  nigredhte  C'.pinfwte,  et  rubedine 
<*  niinore  contemperatus.  This  colour  is  blazoned  vert, 
"  and  is  called  in  Latin  viridis,  a  I'i.yc,  in  regard  of  the 
<•  flrcngth,  freilinefs,  and  livelinefs  thereof;  and  there-' 
'•  fore  beft  refemblcth  youth,  in  that  moft  vegetables, 
•<  fo  long  as  they  flouriih,  are  beautified  with  this  ver- 
'<  due,  and  is  a  colour  moft  wholefonie  and  pleafant  to 
♦«  the  eye,  except  it  be  in  a  young  gentlewoman's  hcG," 

-  1.  7.  "  Our  plefand  princes."  So  much  has 
been  Hiid  of  the  beauty  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  that 
the  fubjed  may  feem  exhaufted.  1  can  add  one  tcfti- 
mony  which  has  been  overlooked  by  her  admirers.  It 
is  from  Adiiani  Turncbi  poemata,  p.  31. 

"  Omncs  hoec  formas  prxftanti  corpcre  et  ore 
*'  Exuperat,  Paride  et  pomum  vel  judice  ferret : 
*'  Hscc  tereti  tilo  et  procero  corpore  fur^it 
«'  Primsevo  fub  flore" 

froast 
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from  the  lame  poem,  it  appears  that  Mary  Queen  of 
Si:ots  had  the  fmall  pox  before  her  marriage  v/ith  Fran- 
vis  II. 

"  Huic  dccus  et  tantum  fpeciofa;  frontis  honorem 
"  Invidit  Cytherea  Venus  ;  populataque  fscva 
"   Diva  lue,  obfcvit  varisdcforml'ous  ora." 

Her  face,  however,  was  not  fpoilt  ;  for  the  author 

idJs, 

"  Non  tulit  invidiam  Cyprise  tamcn  jemula  Juno^ 
"  Non  Pallas,"  Sec. 

St.  6.  1,  J.  "  The  pulling  doun  of  pnlicic  reprufe."^ 
Alluding  to  the  dcftrudion  of  monafteries  at  the  Re- 
formation. 

St.  9.  1.  a.  "  To  blande  thair  blude  with  barrownis 
"  be  ambltioun."  The  clergy  were  ambitious  of  gi- 
ving their  fpurious  daughters  in  marriage  to  men  of 
family. It  would  be  invidious  to  enter  into  parti- 
culars. They  who  are  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of 
Scotland  need  not  be  told,  that  the  beft  blood  of  the 
nation  v/as  contaminated  by  fuch  bafe  mixtures. 

St.  10.  1.  I.  "  Thay  loft  baitli  benefice  and  pentioun 
"  that  mareit."  Pitfcottie,  p.  Z77.  [edit.  1749], 
f:iys,  "  They  would  thole  no  preift  to  marry,  but  they 
"  would  punifli  and  burn  him  to  the  dead  ;  but  if  he 
"  had  ufed  ten  thoufand  whores,  he  had  not  been 
"  burnt." 

1,2.    "  And  quha  eit  flefch  on  Frydayis  was 

'■^  fyre-fangit."  Fangcd  or  fci/.ed  by  the  fire  ;  i.e.pu- 
nillied  as  heretics.  Pitfcottie  fays,  p.  343.  "  In  the  end 
"  of  February,  the  Queen,  Ciovernor,  Cardinal,  and 
"  Lords,  held  a  convention  at  St  Johnfton  ;  there  they 
"  caufed  hang  four  honelt  men  for  eating  of  a  goofe 
'■'  on  Friday."    Mr  Goodall,  Ewimiuatiorr,  vol.  i.  p. 132. 

ii 
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IS  pical'ed  to  fay,  "  This  ftory  let  any  man  believe  who 
"  lifts."  There  feems  to  be  no  reafon  for  difbelief. 
The  paffage  in  Scot's  poem,  Hiews  that  the  faiit  was 
underftood  to  be  true  by  thofe  Avho  had  better  oppor- 
tunity of  information  than  Mr  Goodall. 

St.  II,  1.  z,  "  And  paittiit  paiparjs,  wattis  nocht 
•'  quhat  thay  meine."  They  permitted  thy  fubicfts 
to  perform  their  devotions  to  coloured  prints,  of  which 
tliey  underftood  not  the  fignification,  as  Virgil  fpcaks 
of  iEneas, 

"  Miratu,  rerumque  ignarus  imagine  gaudet." 


'  1.  6.    "  Sana  Blais,  Sanft  Boit,  blate  bodeis 

«'  ein  to  bleir."    "  To  blear  one's  eyes,''  is  ufcd,  p.  37. 

"  And  yit  he  bleiris  my  Lordis  ee.'' 

The  fenfe  is,  impofed  on  the  credulity  of  the  fimple, 
with  tales  of  the  powerful  interceffion  of  faints.  Sand 
Boit  is  probably  an  obfcure  faint  called  Boythan,  here 
chofen  on  account  of  the  alliteration , 

St.  12.  1.  I.  "  Tume  trentalis."  A  fervlce  of  thirty 
mafles  performed  for  the  dead. 

St.  13.  1.  I.  "  With  mefs  nor  matyncs  nowayis  will 
"  I  mell."  The  poet  cautioufly  avoids  that  topic,  as 
the  Queen  had  declared  her  fentimeuts  concerning  it. 
There  is  a  remarkable  palfagc  in  Aymon,  Synodes  ria- 
tionaux  des  Eglijfs  refortuces  de  France,  tom.  i.  p.  17. 
which  has  efcapcd  the  obfervation  of  our  hiftorians. 
The  Cardinal  Sauc'ia  Cmcis  writes  thus  to  Cardinal  Ror- 
romeo,  24th  November  1561.  *' Giunfe  in  quefta  citta 
*'  i!  Gran  Priore  di  Francia,  et  Monfignore  Danvilla 
"  figliolo  del  Signore  Concftabile,  que  venivano  di 
"  Scotia,  donde  portano  imova  que  la  Regina  fi  con- 

"  fervava 
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*'  fervava  ncila  religione  Cattolica  conftantamente,  et 

"  va  rimediando  al   piu  che  ella   puo  per  il  regno. 

"  In  particolare  racontano  che  andando  un  giorno  alia 
"  mefia,  furono  due  o  tre  volte  imorzate  le  candele, 
"  da  certi  lieretici  ;  et  che  la  Regina  comparfe  nella 
"  fua  capella,  et  havendo  havuto  notitia  di  quefto 
"  fatto,  chiamo  un  diquei  Baroni  il  piu  Luterano,  et 
"  piu  grandc  che  vi  foffe,  et  gli  comando  che  lui  me- 
"  defimo  andaflfe  ad  illuminar  quelle  candele,  et  por- 
"  tarle  all'altare,  et  fufubhito  obbedita."  I  trar.fcribe 
the  Italian  as  I  find  it,  although  it  may  require  cor- 
reftion.  Aymon  tranflates  5aroKi  by  the  French  Be- 
litres,  and  hence  makes  the  fenfe  to  be,  that  the  Queen 
ordered  the  greateft  fcoundrel  of  the  company  to  light 
the  tapers  which  the  heretics  had  extinguifhed.  Baroni 
in  this  place  means  Barons  or  Noblemen,  and  nothing 
elll". 

The  fame  letter  reports  more  news  from  thofe  young 
gentlemen,  particularly.  That  the  Queen  had  threaten- 
ed to  hang  three  bnrpomaflcrs  of  a  certain  territory  for 
having  banilhed  the  Popifh  priefts. 

St,  15. — 20.  Thcfe  ftanzas  contain  much  curious 
matter  concerning  the  ftate  of  Scotland  in  1 56 1 .  When 
the  Reformation  took  place,  many  of  the  Commons 
expedted  to  be  eafed  of  the  payment  of  tithes  ;  but 
though  the  exadors  were  changed,  payment  was  ftill 
exacted  with  all  the  ancient  rigour.  The  reformed  cler- 
gy expeded  that  the  tithes  would  be  applied  to  chari- 
table ufes,  to  the  advancement  of  learning,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  miniftry.  But  the  Nobility,  when 
they  thcmfelves  had  become  the  exadtors,  faw  nothing 
rigorous  in  the  payment  of  tithes,  and  derided  thofe 
devcut  imaginations.     See  Knox,  p.  256. 

St.  25.  This  prophecy  is  to  be  foimd  amor g  other 
things  of  the  fame  fort,  in  a  collection  printed  by  An- 
dre v/ Hart,  161J  :    It  pafles  under  the  name  of  Tho- 
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mas  Lermonth,' or  r//oma;  the  Rhymer,  who  lived  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  the  13th  century,  and  runs 

thus. 

"  Or  who  fhall  rule  the  ide  of  Britain 
"  From  the  north  to  the  fouth  fea  ? 
"  A  French  Queen  fhall  bear  the  fon 
"  Shall  rule  all  Britain  to  the  fea, 
"  Wliich  of  the  Bruces  blood  lliall  come 
<<  As  near  as  the  ninth  degree." 

Archbifliop  Spottifwood,  fpeaking  of  this  prophecy, 
obferves,  that  it  "  may  be  juftly  admired,  having  fore- 
told, fo  many  ages  before,  the  union  of  the  kingdoms  of 
England  and  Scotland,  in  the  ninth  degree  of  the 
Bruce's  blood  ;  Hijl.ry  C/iufc/t  of  Scotland,  p.  47.  It 
is  amazing  that  Archbifhop  Spottifwood,  a  man  of 
fenfe  and  a  fcholar,  flioiild  imagine  that  this  prophecy 
was  ancient,  or  that  it  did  fo  much  as  bear  the  name 
of  Thomas  the  Rhymer,  The  language  throughout  i-; 
fcarcely  more  ancient  than  the  times  of  the  Archbifhop 
himfelf;  and  it  is  remaikable  that,  in  one  place,  the 
author  forgetting  his  ambiguous  figurative  ftyle,  fpcaks 
of  the  battle  of  Pinkie  [1547]  in  exprefs  terms. 

"  At  Pinkm-cluch  there  fliall  be  fpilt 

"  Much  gentle  [i.  e.  Noble]  blood  that  day." 

The  author,  whoever  he  was,  does  not  aflume  the 
chara*ficr  of  Tu'V/ias  the  Rhymer,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
repeats  what  Thomas  the  Rhymer  is  fuppofed  to  have 
fliewn  him. 

"  V/hen  all  thcfe  ferlics  were  away, 

"  Then  faw  1  none  but  1  and  he  ; 

"  Then  to  the  bairn  could  I  fay, 

"   Where  dwells  thou,  or  in  what  country  ;" 


The  anfwer  runs  thus. 


^'  At 
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'^  At  Erflingtoun  I  dwell  at  hame, 
"  T/iomas  the  Rhymer  men  call  me." 

Inattentive  readers,  disjoining  thofe  two  line;>  from 
the  context,  have  concluded  that  the  poet  t/iere  men- 
tions his  own  name,  inftead  of  the  name  of  his  fuppo- 
fed  familiar. 

The  village  called  Erjlingtnun  in  this  poem,  was  an- 
ciently called  Ercildm.     See  Cli.  Dryburgk,  p.  38. 

I  thought  it  proper  to  fay  thus  much,  becaufe  the 
vulgar  in  Scotland,  even  at  this  day,  are  apt  to  dehide 
thcmfelves  v.dth  this  impudent  forgery. 

It  muft  however  be  admitted,  that  this  prophecy  of 
the  union  of  the  crowns  is  as  ancient  as  1J62.  At  that 
period  Elifabeth  Queen  of  England  was  thirty,  Mary 
the  next  heir  twenty,  and  furely  the  moft  likely  wo- 
man of  the  two.  Bcfides,  foreigners  were  apt  to  Gon" 
fider  the  title  of  Queen  Elifabeth  as  principally  de- 
pending on  poflTeflion  ;  and  Roman  Catholics  were  apt 
to  confider  her  as  an  ufurpcr.  In  fuch  circumfiances 
it  was  not  very  venturous  to  afTert,  that  the  progeny 
of  Mary  had  a  fairer  chance  of  reigning  in  England 
than  the  progeny  of  Elifabeth.  It  was  no  more  than 
prophefying  on  the  fide  of  the  odds ;  and  yet  fome  pcr- 
fon,  by  pretending  to  foretell  what  was  moft  likely  to 
happen,  has  ftamped  a  character  of  fupernatural  intel- 
ligence on  Tliovias  the  Rhymer. 

St.  27.  28.  In  that  age  an  affedted  and  ridiculous  al- 
literation, and  a  fort  of  hobbling  meafure  had  become 
fafliionable,  and  were  eiteemed  to  be  among  the  chief 
beauties  of  poefy.  This  abiurdity  is  humoroufly  ex- 
pofed  by  Kennedy,  in  his  Invedliveaddrefl'ed  to  Dun- 
bar, St.  37. 

<'   Deilbeir,  thy  fpeir  of  weir,  but  feir  thow  yeild, 
*'   Hangit,  mangit,  cddir-ftangit,  ftryndie /Zw/zftrf/w  ; 
♦'  To  me,  maift  he,  Kcnrjedie,  and  flie  the  feild, 
'*  Pickit,  wickit,ftrickit,  convickit,lamp  luUardoi  utii, 
D  d  «'  Diffamit, 
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"  DifFamit,  fcha:nit,  h\a.m\t  p- imas  Paganoyum  ; 
"  Out,  out,  I  fchout,  upon  that  fnout  that  Inevillis, 
"  Tail-teller,  rebtlkr,  indwclhir  with  the  divcllis, 
"  Spink,  fink,  wnXh  \t\\\\.  aclTartaraTeniugorum.'^ 

This  raillery  might  have  exploded  all  fuch  unmufical 
jingle :  But  how  feeble  is  wit  when  it  raifes  its  voice  a- 
gainft  Fafliion  ? 

The  fame  bad  tafte  in  poetry  reigned  long  among  the 
Englifli.  Shakefpeare  ridicules  it  more  than  once. 
Thus,  Sir  John  Falftaffe  addrefies  the  wives  of  Wind- 
for,  adl:  2.  fcene  i.  "I  will  not  fay.  Pity  me,  'tis  not 
•'  a  foldier's  phrafe,  but  I  fay  love  me  :  by  m.e 

"  Thine  own  true  knight,  by  day  or  night, 
**  Or  any  kind  of  light,  with  all  his  might 
"  For  thee  to  fight" 

See  alfo  the  interlude  of  Pyramus  and  Thefbc,  in  3Iid' 
funimer- flight's  Dream, 


i^^li^'AntU'J^-t^^l^^  ij*^*!**!*  «^4i»^'*^^<l^4|.'4|t  it*  ■!<  ■4*t}'  <!'  *1*  ^  '1'  '\'  *|*  "^ 


Lament  of  the  Maifter  ofErJkyn.    p.  203. 

IT  is  probable  that  the  perfon  here  meant  was  the 
Mafter  of  Erfkine,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Pinkic- 
Cleugh.  Knox  fay?,  p.  79.  "  In  that  fame  battel  was 
"  flayne  the  Maifier  of  Erfkin,  deirlie  belovit  of  the 
"  Qncin,  [Mary  of  Lorraine  Q^iieen -Dov^ager]  ;  for 
•'  quhome  fcho  maid  grit  lamentatioun,  and  bure  his 
*'  deythe  mony  dayis  in  mynd."  This  paflTage  in 
Knox  may  lead  us  to  conjcflure  what  lady  is  here 
meant. 


T» 


r  sv 


To  his  Heart,      p.  204. 

TPlis  poem  is  ftrargely  interpo'.ited  in  the  Evrf" 
green.  The  bviiclcn,  "  For  feind  a  crum  of 
***  the  fcho  fawis,"  is  literally,  D —  a  bit  of  thte  befalls 
hef  ;  i.e.  fhe  has  no  fhare  iu  thee. 

St.  4.  1.  7.  "  And  let  her  fallow  ane  filly  fair,"  Let 
her  match  herfelf  with  a  fair  filly,  here  ufed  for  a 
handfomc  young  man. 

There  are  very  many  of  Scot's  poems  in  Lord  Hyr.d- 
ford's  MS.  feveral  of  them  are  publifhed  in  the  Eve:-' 
green,  particularly,  "  The  jufiing  and  debait  up  at 
*'  the  Drum,  betwixt  William  Adamfon  and  Johnie 
"  Sym."  The  publiflier  imagined  that  the  Doan  \\2s 
in  the  MS.  whereas  it  is  the  Drum,  above  Dalkeith, 
now  Somerville  houfe.  This  circumftance  feems  to 
point  out  that  Scot  was  an  inhabitant  of  Dalkeith- 
The  humour  of  the y«y?/«_2;,  being  both  temporary  and 
local,  is  now  in  a  great  meafare  loft. 


Of  Wemenliynd.     p.  207. 

St,  -J.  1.  I.    "  Ko  leid  unleill  thay  leit."     They  wil! 
not  endure  the  company  of  any  falfe  or  didoyal  man^ 


Dd  z  r/.i 
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The  IVifn  of  Auchtermiichty .     p.  215. 

THis  is  a  favourite  poem  among  the  Scots,  and 
has  been  frequently  publilhed.  The  former 
publifher  has  altered  fix  lines,  and  added  no  fewer 
than  twenty.  It  muft  be  admitted  that  his  alterations 
and  additions  are  in  the  ftyle  of  the  original.  They 
prove  him  to  have  been  a  better  poet  than  a  publifher 
of  other,  mens  works.  I  iiicline  to  think  that  it  has 
been  tranfcribcd  at  fome  later  period  tlian  156 S,  when 
moft  of  the  MS,  was  written.  The  name  /yTofFui  fub- 
jcined  to  it  in  the  MS.  is  in  a  very  modern  hand. 

Any  one  acquainted  with  the  modern  Scottish  lan- 
guage, will  find  little  difficulty  in  uiiderftanding  this 
poem. 


^<|t^'^<j.^M|n*»»j.<ji{*4'4'4**J'"J*'»'4*4"'^'^'i'^'}*'^*^^'J»  f"i*4"J''4*'& 


Darnky's  Ballat.     p.  220. 

THis  fong  goes  to  the  noted  tune  of,  "  When 
"  Fanny  blooming  fair."  I  obfcrve  in  pafling, 
that  it  appears  from  Lord  Hyndford's  MS.  that  the 
celebrated  poem  called  The  Cherry  and  the  Slae,  goes  to 
an  ancient  tune,  called  "  The  Banks  of  Helicon.-' 

The  MS.  bears  in  an  ancient  hand,  qumh  King  Henry 
Stt-wart.  I  1  ave  therefore  ventured  to  give  it  the  title 
of  Darnliy^s  Eallit.  The  publifher  of  the  Evfgrern  has 
afcribed  to  Daniky  another  poem  in  that  colk»5iion, 
without  any  authority  v.hatcver. 


GLOSSARY. 


N.  B.  The  number,  fometimes  annexed  to  the  word  to  he 
explained,  direcSIs  to  the  page  in  which  the  word  is  to  bs 
found.  J 


A,  one. 

Abitis,    197.  obits,  fcrvice 

for  the  dead. 
Ah'-.r.i:,  above. 
Aby,  135.  buy. 
AffeVf  zS.  affeired, bufinefs, 

bufied. 
Af'yifs,  confides. 
Jir,  i()2.  hair,   ufed  for  a 

thing  of  no  value. 
Air,  163.  heir. 
Air/is,    cardinal   points    of 

the  compafs. 
Al^iyn,  every  fort. 
Almous,  almfgiving,   chari- 
table. 
Als,  as. 
Aid,  if. 
Aitis,  affes. 
Anle-tewme,  anti-tune,   aji- 

tiplione,  or  refponfe. 
Applets,  fatisfy,   content. 
Argoue,  argue. 
Aridlyc,  artillery,  weapons 

of  offence. 
As,  allies. 

AJkls,   from  ojk,    a  newt, 
"  Jldlio. 

Attanis,  at  once. 
Attotir,  be  fide. 
Aiijlie,  aullerc,  liarfh. 
Avjpii,   pronounced  •mf.aw- 

£iSj,  curlews. 


B 

Biij^pl-Ziorfii,  (lallion. 

F.iuT,  refidencc,  abidinjr. 

B Jills,  54.  13a.  evils,  fires-*. 

Ban,  curfe. 

Bdrgaueris,  quarrcllers. 

BarroTuis,  barriers,  liils,. 

Bart  vie,  Bretagne. 

BaxQa*-,  baker. 

Beckis,  bows,  ci'inges. 

Buddie,  immediately. 

Bt:ff,  ftruck,  give  blows. 

Belli,  194.  probably  belJ, 
to  bear  the  bell. 

Beir,  22.  noife  made  by  the 
fight  of  birds. 

Brir-hrmo.kis,  thick  unlea- 
vened cakes  of  barley- 

Eeit,  132.  I  So.  fupply,. 
increafe ;  bait  the  fire, 
is  toaddfeuel  to  it. 

Biilmiy,  probably  boon 
companion. 

Bdyffe,  prefently. 

Bai,  within,  oppofed  to  huif 
without. 

Bi!:ir,  Vvcll  eqxiippcd,  com- 
fortably circu  ni  (lanced . 

B:ic,  bean  ;  ufed  for  a 
thing  ot  no  value. 

Bcr.t,  ruihes  or  coarfe  grafs, 
field  over-run  with  them. 

Btnand,  roaring,  ufed  for 
fnorting. 

JD  d  3      Bcfecbs. 
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Sepx'it,  107.  hefet,  Uxx- 
rounded. 

Bef'ene,  bufy,  occupied,  ac- 
tive. 

Belt,  184,  the  better,  be- 
nefited, part,  of  beit. 

Bicker,  drinking  cup. 

Bid,  pray  for,  dcfire. 

Biddis,  65.  witli-holds, 
flays. 

Bikkar,  bikkerin^,  attack,, 
ikirmifh. 

Bhkis,  l)irch-trees.. 

Bland,  blend,  mingle. 

Blandit,  67.  flattered, footh- 
cd,  ^^irt.  of  bland. 

BUdoch,  butter-milk. 

Blekii,  blacken. 

BUnkis,  caft  a  glance,  or 
tranfiont  look. 

Bodin,  arrayed,  drcfled. 

Bone,  bane. 

Borch,  furety. 

Borroiv,  68.  pawn,  bor- 
row. 

BoJHs,  threats. 

BoTvu,  dreffed,  prepared.. 

Bow,  herd  of  cattle. 

Bow,  187.  a  fold  J  hence 
fecurity. 

Bowgil,  horn,  properly  of 
the  buffalo. 

Bowgle,  Buffalo,  horned 
beaft. 

BoTvrd,  jeft,  Jight  matter. 

Braid,  aflault. 

Biais,  embrace. 

Brnnd,  fv/ord.    . 

Biank-jrid,  prancing,  trip- 
ping. 

Brankit,  capered,  pranced. 

Br,'tiis,  ccarfe  hempen  gar- 
ments. 

Braivlis,  51.  violence,  tu- 
mult. 


Brayd,  ftarted  or  fprung.a- 
way. 

Breid,  breadth. 

Bfcif,  compofe,  indite. 

Brinkit,  20.  probably  an  er- 
ror of  ^IS.  for  brut  kit  ^ 
fpotted . 

Britit,  burnt. 

Brodit,  pricked. 

Brokj.  fragments. 

Broivflar,  brewer. 

Brtike,  poflefs,  enjoy. 

Bud,  proffer,  gift,  bribe. 

Bumbard,  drunken. 

Bwcltgu!,  boroughs. 

Bwry,  109.  probably  rougi. 
booriin. 

5o/?c(?«y, .  boifteroui,  ovt.- 
bearing. 

But,  without. 

B-itc,  advantage. 

By,  105.167.  befide,\vit;, 
out. 

Bydand,  waiting,  attendiii.y. 

Byde,  wait,  attend. 

Bynge,  do  obeyfance. 


CaiP,     1.55.     cope,    covti 

(licltcr, 
Cjirlii,    perfons    of     mc.v 

birth. 
Cnifs,  105.  accident,  cj/a.;-. 
Calfi'.y,  pavement. 
Can,  iz6.  knows,  ismaflvi 

of. 
CaprotiCy,    142.     capai'ifoi" 

upper  garment. 
Carlich,  vulgar. 
Chaip,  efcape. 
C/inr,  fet  together,    as  c  ■ 

hinges, 

Clidf. 
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Gheif,  151.  head  of  a  dan 

or  family. 
Cheip,  fqueak,  chirp. 
Chette,  chin. 
Cheynie,  chain. 
Ckik,  crooked  iron,  hawl. 
Clek,  hatch, 

Clippiti  ycleped,  termed. 
Clipps,  eclipi'e. 
Cljky  beetle. 
Clnws,  claws. 
Cltiik,  a  claw, 
Clute,  cute,  198.  hoof  of  a 

cc.w,   bone  of  the  leg  ; 

ufed   for  a   thing  of  no 

value. 
Clynkand,  jingling. 
Cnfe,  cofeis,  probably  cheat, 

from  covin. 
Coft,  bought. 
Corcliat,    crotchet,  in   inu- 

fic. 
Corf,    a   fhade,   temporary 

building. 
Con,  Cfofo,  in  the  market- 
place. 
Corfes,  crofles,  money. 
Coimyie,  29. coin  ;  and  hence, 

circulation. 
Covjth,  common,    ufual. 
Crab,  be  crabbed  or  peeviffi. 
Craig,  neck. 
Crakkis,  boailing  words. 

Ciatnp,  cramping,  133.  to 
climb  or  rarnp,  n-^fiinper. 

Crampland,  curled,  like  ten- 
drils. 

Cttifclie,  grcafe. 

Crufe,  any  poor  habitation, 
a  lliade,  an  hogs  itye. 
See  Corf. 

Crukit,  159,  lame. 

Crynit,  contra ifttd,  drawn 
together,  withered, 

Culroufi,  fcouudi'cL 


Cuniis,  becomes,  fuits- 

Cure,  n.  care. 

Cure,  V.  care  for. 

Curliirotis,  churlifli, 

Curjlng,  109.  excommuni- 
cation. 

Curfmg,  44.  courfing,  hunt- 
ing with  greyhounds. 

D 

Daifil,  197.  devit,  deafned.. 

Daill,  dill,  98.  Ihare. 

Dang,  knocked  at,   ftruck. 

Dargeis,  dirges. 

Dcbaii,  overthrow,  cafl:. 

Defur,  154.  put  off",  delay, 
defer. 

Deid,  death. 

Deir,  98.  difmay. 

Deirance,  iiiiury. 

Delyverly,  nimbly. 

Dem^  dame,  mother. 

Deming,  damning,  cenfure, 

Derertyeit,  aiTaigned. 

Derii,  fecret. 

Ding,  condign,  worthy. 

Difcrefs,  difcretion,  mode- 
ration. 

Difcure,  difcovcr. 

Dip  is,  u  nea  fmefs . 

Dijjoine,  brcakfaft. 

Docht,  doiv,  take  the  trou- 
ble, endure,  or  limply, 
can. 

Doid,  III.  deed. 

Dourly,  obfllnately. 

Draff,  brewers  grains, 

Draivkit,  drenched,  drag- 
gled. 

Dre,  lufier. 

Drem,  drain,  fpout,  con- 
duit. 

Dre  ft ,  addrefs. 

Dria^t  covetous  perfon. 

Drcic/iiif 
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Drokhis,  dwarfo. 

Druggit,  drew,  pulled. 

Duh,  gutter,  fliallow  acci- 
dental watt'i', 

Duddrcun,  fpc6tre. 

J')ule,  grief,  mourning. 

Dungin,  beat,  overcome. 

Dyr.d,  r38.  q.  to  overcome, 
d  tnpter,  f  r.  Cotgrave, 
daunted. 

D)tis,  indidis-j  accufcs. 


Effeiris,    befits,    is    confc- 

nant. 
Efrej,  engage. 
El'kk,  hideous. 
Erd,  earth. 
Efs,  ace  at  dice. 


Fiii.k,  lyz.  a  fold,  a  (lice,. a 
cake. 

Fdikhs,  weak. 

Fairfiug,  fluffing. 

Fais,   foes. 

Fa!jlf,  145.   Avickedly. 

Fall,  default,  indigence. 

F(iviene>!e,  the  female  fex. 

Fane,  dclirous,  eager,  fond. 

Fannvnn,  10.  a  fcarf  worn 
on  the  left  arm  by  an  of- 
ficiating pricll:. 

Fare,  16.  behaviour. 

Fary,  tumult. 

Fary,  173.   faery. 

Fajfuiiti,  addref;>,  politenefs  ; 
jacntt. 

Fauld,  3,  fence,   inclofure. 

Fa'wis,  204.  falls  to,  be- 
longs ;  file  tails  to  get. 

Fcld,  fade. 


Feid,  enmity. 

Fell-,  feature. 

Fcir,  fear. 

Feir,  company, 

F'i'is,  companions, 

Fdlittc,   ftrange,  ftrangely, 
very, 

Fdye,  fail, 

Fct:d,  defend,  provide  for. 

Feuyeit,  feigned, 

Ferd,  fourth, 

Feriat,  out  of  term,    holy- 
day, 

Ferldit,  wondered. 

Faly,    wonderfully,    won- 
der. 

Fers,  force. 

Feure,  furrow  in  corn-fields. 

Feuty,  fealty. 

Fie,  cattle  ;  hence  hire,  in- 
come. 

Fill'-k,    filly,    frifky,    loofe 
v/oman. 

Firi/iis,  woods. 

Fi'iggis,  flanks. 

Fli!»f,  fliaft,  arrow. 

Fleichit,  prevailed  upon  by 
jntreaty. 

Fitit,  1.8.  fleet,  quick. 

Fieit,  friglitened. 

Fl'.nie,   flemit,    banifli,    ba- 
niflied. 

FleJIf'-'ur,  butcher. 

Fling,  kick  back,  as  horfes 
do. 

Fhilit,  flight,  on  the  wing. 

Flyt,  icold,  inveigh. 

Fiytiitt  -with,  removed  from. 

Fvly,  foolilli. 

For,  54,  notwithftanding. 

Forfaitn,    53.    forlorn,  de- 
cayed, wafted. 

Forge,    208.    go     towards,, 

meet,  pretend  to. 
Forloppin,  vagabond. 
Fi/n/ji/i<,  beautiful. 

ForroiV:, 
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l-'orro'w,  time  paft. 

Forty s,  (tout,    fortis. 

roriLhiyit,  war.dtr,  err. 

Furyett,  forgotten. 

Found,    183.    fondrc,      Fr. 
founder. 

Fnv,  full,  drunk. 

Fovjth,  abundance,  at  large. 

Frak,  V.  73.  pafs  over. 

Frak,  n.  199.   nimble,    ac- 
tive. 

Fraix'fully    froward,     unto- 
ward. 

Freik,  gallant,  petulant. 

Fremit,  foreign,  ftrange. 

Freivch,  185.  brittle. 

Frijl,  171.  truft,  credit. 

Fro,  from. 

Frog,  upper  coat,  fi-ock. 

Frujiir,   V,  render    ufelcfs, 
deftroy. 

Frtiflir,  adj.  vain,  unavail- 
ing. 

Fudcitr,  128  lb.  ufedfor  any- 
great  quantity. 

Full-fair,  100.  very   fine  ; 
we  fay  yttfou good,   i.  e. 
full  or  very. 

Furthy,  forward,  ready  of 
fpeech. 

Fuji,    160.    fuzzed,     i.  e. 
roafted. 

Fyle,  defile. 

Fyre-fa<igit,  feized  by  fire, 
burnt. 

/)'re-y?fltt«;A/,lightning,wild- 
fire. 


Gait, gett,  way,  public  road. 
Gammtntis,       Jiinbs  ;       and 

hence,  capers. 
Gang,  go. 
Car,,  ordei',  caufe. 


Gardevyancey  buttery,  cabi- 
net. 

Garth,  inclofure,  garden. 

Geir,  goods,  effedts. 

Cekks,  figns  of  deriiion. 

Genirice,  gentility,  honour- 
able birth. 

Genyetld,  yield  gain  ;  profit. 

Gcfiyeis,  engines. 

Gerfomes,  fines  paid  by  te- 
nants. 

Geflii,  tales,  f.  deeds,  geJI^t 

Gif,  if.  • 

GUd,  kite. 

Cleid,  a  tranfient  blaze. 

Gleyd,  159.  an  old  horfe. 

Gleit,  glitter. 

Gk-vien,  minftrels. 

Cler.gnttr,  the  foul  difeafe. 

Gu-uatid,  133. 

Co-wlis,  wild  marygolds." 

Glaiking,  wantonnefs,  folly, 
caprice. 

Glaikit,  wanton,  foolifh,  ca- 
pricious. 

Graitli,  v.  drefs  up,  prepare, 
n,  all  kinds  of  inftruments, 

Crathit,  dreffed  up,  prepa- 
red. 

Crai>iti,  buried. 

Cre,  afcend,  for  degree ; 
he  bore  the  gre,  i.  e.  de- 
gree. 

Cifif,  overfeer,  monitor. 

Cie/ie,  long,  wilh  for. 

Grip,  griffin. 

Grokarit,  iliarpers. 

Gruuyie,  fnout. 

Gryc-e,  pig. 

Cu<.  kit,  foolifli  like  a  cuc- 
kow. 

Cut,  gout,  any  infirmity  in 
the  feet. 

Cy,  guide. 

Cyis,  a  malk,  or  mafquc- 
radc. 

H 


122 


H 

Hait,  hot. 

Hidflinges,  half. 

Hals,  neck,  throat.  % 

Hals,  hdfit,  hail,  hailed, 
clafp  about  the  neck. 

Hap,  cover  up. 

Harbary,  harbour,  give  re- 
caption to. 

Hardly,  boldly. 

Hirlis,  trails, 

Harmes,  fufferings. 

Harnis,  brains. 

Having,  behaviour. 

HuTvkit,  ftreaked. 

Hecht,  174.  hicht,  named. 

Hechtis,  offers,  propofes, 
promifes. 

H^ft,  handle,  hilt  of  a  wea- 
pon. 

Helie,  I'll,  haughty,  high- 
ly. 

Hiid,  heidit,  behead,  be- 
headed. 

Hdlli,  covered  over,  con- 
cealed. 

Hcill,  health. 

Heird,  hear  it. 

Hcis,  exalt,  gently  raife  up. 

Hdland-l'checkaTls,  ragga- 
mulfins. 

Herreit,  hareit,  plundered. 

H viis,  127.  lifts  up. 

Heynd,  handy,  expert. 

Hiddil,  fccretly. 

Hint,  hyni,  took,  hold  up. 

Hobbdd,     171.     hnbblc,     16  0. 

clouted,  clout. 
HoUne-tree,  holly. 
Holkit,  hollowed,  dug  out. 
Holtis,  102.  woods. 
Hoite,  delay,  Hop. 
Honefly,  gencrofity,   fraiik- 

ncfs,  fliow. 


Hfland,  coughing. 

Hour  is,  I.  morning  ori;b;>' 

Hi.'bbilfchow,  confuiion,  u^j- 

roar. 
Hiickr,  cliff. 
Hudd'oun,  sp.  flovenly,  c'i' 

orderly. 
Hudc!,  hood  or  cap.. 
Hud-vykis,  mifcrs. 
}Lilhi-:ds,  hulbandmcn. 
Hyd,  20.  Ikin. 
llvne,  from  hence. 
.Hynk,  133.  haft  away. 


I 


Jagit,   pricked. 

Jak,  coat  of  mail. 

'Jangeallaris,  49,  probably 
ffiarpers ;  perhaps  talka- 
tive, difputatious. 

Jjivsllours,  jailors. 

Ind,  in  it,  into  it. 

I'idoce,  indorfe. 

Ingyne,  genius,  abilities. 

Iiitenuelltt,  intei'mingled. 

InVufs,  intrude. 

Jow,  juggler. 

Irk,  trouble. 

Jympls,   quirks. 


K 

Kaill,  broth, 

Kdll,  caw,  drive,  chace, 
Keilf,  peep,  look  out. 
Ac//,  cawl  for  the  head. 
Kcppis,  catches,  intercjp' 
Ketc/ic-piilaris,   Iharpcrs . 
Ketkdt,  caffock,  robe. 
Ke-Kis,  fit  ftafon  of  addrc: 
Katie,  lewd  woman,  ftru: 
pet. 
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fCnak,  mock  or  jeft. 

Kiiupfc/ia,  fteel -bonnet, 
head-piece. 

K'/a-w,  to  make  known. 

Kuitckdl,  a  bundle. 

Ky,  kine. 

Ky?jd,  kindled,  birth. 

Kyndnefs,  kind,  particular 
nature. 

Kyth,  kythit,  fhew,  flievvn, 
appeared. 

Kyttit,  199.  probably  er- 
ror in  MS.  for  kuytiit, 
bound. 


Liif,  the  reft. 

Laikly,  likely,  comely. 

Laith,  difguft. 

Laithly,  loathfomely. 

Laiuandly,    latently,    in  fe- 
cret. 

Lak,  lamentation,  difgrace. 

Lane,  loan. 

Larig/yne,  long  ago. 

Lar7,  learning. 

Lat  by,  let  alone. 

Laverok,  lark. 

Laiv,  low. 

Lavjis,  brings  low. 

Lavji  ,  loyalty. 

Lc,  122.  quiet,  peace. 

Leid,  193.  learning,  know- 
ledge. 

Leid,  146.  leader. 

Leid,  207.  pcrfon. 

Laid,  116.  lyed. 
Leill,  loyal,  lawful. 
Leindi,  leans,  inclines. 
Leir,  litis,  learn,  learns. 
Lets,  loves. 

l^eit,  207.  permit,  fuffer. 


Leit,    132.     probably,   Uett 
give    one's    fuffrage    or 
vote. 
Ltltand,  119.  probably  vo- 
ting. 
Lemis,    fun-beams,    Ihining 

gleams. 
L'-ntroii,  feafon  of  Lent. 
Lcrd,  taught. 
Lergnei,  liberality. 
Let,  hinderancc, 
Liheros,  iflue,  children. 
Lift,  firmament. 
Linkom,  Lincoln. 
Loif,  praife. 
Lollerdy,  herefv. 
Lofm,  42.  probably  loft. 
Lot,  202.  q.  for  Laud,  praife. 
Leun,  quiet,  iheltcrtd. 
Lout),    168.  pitiful   fellow, 

fcrving  man. 
Lovery,    30.  inordinate  de- 
fire. 
Leaving:,  praifing. 
L01V,  flame. 

Lniifit,  let  loofe,  difcharge. 
Lnii'tit.   (looped. 
Luche,  It.t'ie,  133.  laughed. 
Liidc,  beloved. 
Lufray,     152.    bounty,    F. 

l\)ffre. 
Lug,  ear. 
Lunyie,  loins. 
Lurduut:,     blockhead,    fot, 

lazy,  and  worthUfs. 
Luifie,   133.  remained. 
Luthrie,  lechery. 
Lyart,  grey-haired. 
Lykand,    grateful,    accept- 
able. 
Lymaris,  worthlefs  perfon?, 

particularly  ftrumpets. 
Lynd,  linden,  lime-tree. 
Lynd,  176.  line,  equator. 


xM 
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Maikles,  matchlefs. 
AJailis,  duties,  rents. 
Mailyeis,  net-work. 
Makaris,  makers,  poets. 
Male-men,  mailleris,  perfons 

who  pay  rent. 
Miil'i'fotie,  malediftion. 
Aiding,  farm,  podl-frion. 
Man,  mon,  mu/l. 
Maiigii,  marred. 
/I'latitand,  ftammcring. 
Marrow,  mate,  partner. 
Alaugre,  difcountenance. 
Mavis,  a  thrufh . 
A^ay,  young  woman. 
May  no  mendis,    cannot  re- 
pair it. 
Mill,  meddle,  mingle. 
Mellie,  contelt,  ftruggle. 
Mnnmit,  probably  matched. 
Mene,  moan,  complain. 
Mtne,   131.  miean,  treat  of. 
Menpworm,  perjured. 
Menyie,    company,   houfe- 

hold. 
Minyie,  maim. 
Midditig,  dunghill. 
Mifs,  failure  in  duty. 
Mijler,  neceflity,  occafion. 
Mijleis,  needs,  requires. 
Mort-muviblingis,       prayers 

muttered  for  the  dead. 
MoJ},    almoft. 
Miifi,  l^s.  mouldinefs. 
Myance,  2c.  moien,  artifice. 
Myiid,  intention. 
Mytigis,  mingles. 


N 

Na,    than,    generally  uftd 

for  no  or  ';  'n', 
Nackcttis,  markers  at  tennis. 


Nanis,  nonce,  upon  the  oc- 
calion. 


O 

Of,  or. 

Okir,  ufury. 

Opprefl,     189.    overcome, 

fubdued. 
Or,  before  that. 
0-wklie,  weekly. 
Oivrejkalit,   diffufed,    over- 

fpread. 
Oxtar,  arm-pit,  arm. 


P  odd  ok,  fi-og. 

Padyane,  pageant. 

Pairtlef',  impartial. 

Pais    feailer. 

Pais,  117.  ftrokes,  chaftife- 
mtnt,  weight. 

Paitlaitis,  44.  patdet,    104. 
a  woman's  i-uff. 

Pal'.at,  head. 

Pa-wis,  204.  tricks,  q.  part* 
in  mufic. 

Peax,  peace. 

Pechit,  thick  breathing. 

Psild,  Ihipt,  pillaged. 

Pripa'.d,  fqueaking. 

Pci',   161.  pear;   u fed  for  a 
thing  of  no  value. 

Pe.'wur,  thief. 

Pe?ts,  relied:. 

Per  fay,  by  my  faith. 

Perquiir,   accurately,  regu- 
larly. 

P.' ,  point,   pinacle. 
Pitulffs,  (iiplcfs,  incfFtdual, 
without  ftrength  ;    pith, 
Orcngth. 
rijk,  fraail  copper-coin. 

De 
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De  plane,    upon  the   fpot, 

incontinently. 
Placid/},    replcnilhed,    fiir- 

nifhed. 
Pleid,  pica,  conteft. 
Pleis,  pleafe. 
Pknyic,  complain. 
Porieous,  roll  of  pcrfons  ac- 

cufed. 
Potiingry,   biifinefs  of  an  a- 

pothecary. 
PoTuii,  polls,  heads. 
Prattik,     prettikis,      pradi- 

qucs,  tricks. 
Prens,  pin,  ufed  for  a  tiling 

of  no  value. 
Prn-w,  201.  honour. 
PurfiUit,  furbclowed. 
Purfpyk,  pick-pocket. 
Pwtye,  p^r/erly. 
Put  doun,  put  to  death. 
Pyk-t'iank,    flatterer,  para- 

fite. 
Pyne,  pains,  punifhment. 


Q^iair,  quire,  paper-book. 
Qukdilis     bens,      ivory      of 

whale's  tufks. 
Qii'iat,  i8j.  whatever. 
Qu/iem,  few,  fmall  number. 
^u'lill,   until. 
^lytclame,    renounce,    dif- 

own. 
^uyte,  rid,  free. 


R 

I^ad,  judged,  condemned. 
Raiment,  account. 
Raik,  range. 
Rak,  reckoning,  account. 


Rakkei,  blow,  box  on  tne 
ear. 

Rav),  row. 

Rawcfiiir,  inftrument  of  tor- 
ture. 

Raxit,  ftretched,  reached. 

Reaire,  recover.  . 

R:d,  ai7.  feparate. 

Redomit,  bound,  incircled  ; 
and  hence  bedeckt. 

Refute y  14,  refuge,  help. 

Reid,  advife. 

Reid-wod,  mad,  furious. 

R^if,  robber. 

Rifik,  reikit,  fmoke,  fmoked. 

Reird,  din. 

Reird.'t,  refounded. 

Religiofi,  165.  religious  or- 
ders. 

Raiycis,  reins,  firings. 

Retreitit,  refcindcd,  rever- 
fed. 

Revis,  tears,  pulls  to  pieces. 

Rewthy  pity. 

P.eii',  have  pity. 

Re-ivthfull,  full  of  pity. 

Rjcht  p^va,  juft  [o,  in  like 
manner. 

Ring,  rinais,  reign,  reigns. 

Rippit,  beat  incefiantly. 

Rifpis,  rulhes. 

Rome  -rakaris,  they  who 
fearch  for  relics  in  the 
ftreets  of  Rome. 

Rnfeir,  rofe-bufh. 

Rnun,  round,  whifper. 

Rit-waihi,  rolling. 

Roivms,  rooms,  farms. 

R.'iwnaris,  roundero,  whif- 
perers. 

Rnvp,  fpeak  hoarfcly. 

Ruivy,  King. 

Rude,  the  crofs. 

Rus;,  rugging,  pull,  pull- 
ing. 

E  e         Ruvipillis, 
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R:tinpiUis,  dilorJerly  •fqlds^ 
of  a  garment.  ~--|^* 

Rung,  217.  Itick,  pole, "cu^ 
gel. 

Rt;s,  applaud,  boait  of-, 

Ryce,  dead  hedge,  i5^.%alk 
or  fprig. 

Ji)f ,  tear  in  pieces. 


Saiklace,  faiklefs,    caufelefs, 

unbefriended,  blamelefs. 
Sain,     fane,    fains,      blefs, 

blefTes. 
Sait,  feat  of  judges. 
S.ine,  fay  one,  Hiy  it. 
Sjfk,  a  fhirt  or  flaift. 
Sauckt,    quiet, 
Saiv,   a  fay  or  word. 
Sauris,  favours,  fmells. 
Schaivs,  groves. 
Scheir,  cut  down  corn . 
Seller ene,  fyren. 
Schcure,  diveft,  fliuffle  off. 
Scing,  jog,  fhake. 
Sc/iupe,  prepared. 
Schoir,  117.  fcorn. 
Schreiv,  n.    curfed   perfon, 

outcalt. 
Schrev.',  v.  curfe. 
Scroppit,    fcrubbed,    fcrub- 

by,  contemptible. 
Senye,  feed,  pi^ogeny. 
Seill,  felicity. 
Seir,  fcveral,  many. 
Seifs,  198.   lettle,  eflabliHi. 
Sell,  felf. 
Sen,  fince. 
Set,  fuit,  become. 
Settis  by,  values,   eftecms. 
Seyndiil,  feldom. 
Sib,  of  kin,  related. 
Sickg',  fecure,  ftedfaft. 
Sickernefi,  licdfallncfs. 


Skailed,  fpilt,  dilTolvcd. 
S,hit/i,  damage. 
Skatit,  fcarcely. 
Skapc,  fcalp,   head. 
Skat,  fliot,  levies,  taxes. 
Skilial,   rattle  ufed  by  con\- 

mon  criers. 
Sknppit,  mocked,  derided. 
Skiiif'e,  wealth. 
Smaik,     pitiful,     contemp-. 

tible. 
Stfuill,  clear  complexioned, 

beautiful,  Fr.  efmail. 
Smeir,  to  fmear,  rub  with 

tar. 
Smot,  fmut,  corruption  oc- 

calioned  by  mildew. 
Stuyt,  142.  fiain. 
Saeif,  zoo.  probably  an  er- 
ror in  MS.  tor  jteir,  fteer. 
S»ud,  fillet,  or  frontlet. 
Snbir,  156.  weak. 
So.'ss,  hofpitality. 
S)!iycit,  made  exoufes. 
Sorna'id,  living  at  another's 

coft. 
Scudaun-lar.d,    land   of  the 

Sultan. 
Sounye,  care,  folicitude. 
Soutt-ir,  fliotmak<:r. 
Sover,  fecure. 
Soivviand,  fwimming, 
Spald,  ihoulder. 
Space,  pride,  fclf-conceit. 
Speir,  fphere. 
Spei'is,  fplinters. 
Speiris,  124.  inquires. 
Speayi-,  Spain. 
Sphtit,  armour  for  the  legs 

and  arms. 
Spring,  flight  of  birds. 
Stang,  fting. 
Staug,  38.  a  beam   carried 

on  mens  ihoulder«. 
Siarvit,  made  to  die,  dead. 
Stcid, 
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^te'd,  /}fi<I-,  place,  farms, 
poflciiions. 

Sieiris,  ilcerage. 

Sunyi,  ftain, 

Sieik,  ftark,  flrong. 

Sterne,  J}arnc,  ftar. 

S:cvin,  ilavc,  found. 

Stour,  dufl:. 

Strekh,  fhicl:,  affecTied. 

Strytid,  race,  offspring. 

Sityftpis,  a8.  probably  ftir- 
rups. 

^iurc,  auftcre. 

Stun,  difturbancf,  vexa- 
tion. 

Sueir,  lazy,  unwilling. 

Svifitnefs,  (loth. 

Siv:'/jing,  fwooning,  trance, 
vifion. 

Swyt/i,  quickly,  fuddenly. 

Syis,  repeated  times. 

Sji'sy  fixes  at  dice. 

SfL',  furround,  encompafs. 

Syne,  then. 

Syre,  a  great  man  ;  and 
fimply,  a  man. 

Swaif',  20I,  probably  kifs, 
receive  cordially. 

Sivay,  fo, 

S-wiuget'ur,  ftout  wencher. 

Swir/f,  fwink,  labour. 


Tnit,    43.     iyte,     probably 

ready. 
To'tnih',  ^rtian  ague. 
7\.//,  179.  tafte. 
Tcne,  anger,  forrow. 
Teut,  heed. 
Terrane,  tyrannical,  opprcf- 

for. 
Tcvjche,   tough,  difticult. 
Thairout,  outofdocn's. 
T/iay,  i/ie,  133.  thcfe. 


nig,  beg. 

T/iir,  thtfe. 

Tiiirlit,  bouiid,  engaged, 

Thnlis,  endures,  fufiers. 

Thy,  this. 

Tlnalp,  ccntcnd,  ftnve. 

Thi'i-w-irt,       crofs-grained^ 

iil-humoured. 
T.'ucHy  I'um,  fome  thirty. 
77:7,  unto. 
Tod,  fox. 
Tone,  taken. 
Trail',  tra(5t,  courfe. 
Traniiiit,  corps,  dead  body, 
Trjy,  treachery,  mifchief. 
Treit,    intreat,     obtain    by 

iutreaty. 
Tier.t.i'is,  a  fervice  for  the 

dead. 
Treji,  trufty. 
Trwwii,  trufced, 
Tumit,  emptied. 
Tiirfis,  truffes,  bundles  up. 
Tyk,  dog. 
Tynes,  lofes. 
Tyiifall,  lofs. 
lyKt,  loft. 
Iyte,  fpeedily,  v.  Taif. 


U 

Ugfom,  ugly. 

IhtcunnaiidL' ,  unknowing. 

Undemit,  uncenfured. 

Vukynd,  v  ithout  fiv  .ur. 

Uiiqtiyt,    unacquitted,    un- 
paid. 

Uitjnul,     unfellis,     unlucky, 
unhappy,  unhallowed. 

Unfickcr,  unfecure. 

UpjILuid,    upnlandii,    higli- 
land,  ruftic. 

Vanc-orgaitis,  the  temple  ar- 
teries. 

Ee  i  W 
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WcdiUn,  131.    ilrong ;    like 

two  pieces  ot  iron  beat 

into  one. 
Wair,  beftow. 
Waifilefs,  fpendthrift. 
Wait,  wot,  knoAv. 
Walkryfe,  wakeful. 
Walloivit,  withered,  ihrivcl- 

led. 
Wally-dxig,  x-ef;ife,  outcaft. 
Wiime,  womb,  beliy. 
Wan  ills,       126.        ftomach 

turns. 
Wanriife,  uneafy. 
Wanhap,  unluckinefs. 
Wappit,      fuddenly     ftruck 

down. 
War,  aware. 
War,  117.  worfe. 
Wareii,  accurfed. 
Ware/one,   remedy,  recove- 

IVar.'c,  forcerer. 

JVate,  wotts,  knows. 

Wed,  wadfet,  mortgage. 

Wend,  182.  go. 

WeilJ,  have  in  one's  power. 

Wtir,  S6.  war. 

Weir,  doubt,  uncertainty. 

Wcirly,  warily. 

Wcltli,  abundance. 

Wetie,    conje<Slure,    think ; 

butivene,  13?.  doubtlefs. 
Widdis,  131.  woods. 
Widdy,  withe. 
Widiiefs,     wocdnefs,    mad- 

nels,  fury. 
U'/f,  little. 


V/rethly,  133.  poffibly  «///.;. 

ea!i!y. 
Will,    116.    poflibiy  vile,  or 

wild. 
Witfonie,     iviliful,      folitar'N 

dreary,  wildfome. 
V/i.'iuing,  whining. 
VViiry,  worry,  fufibcate. 
Wifi,  wifh. 
WiJ'y,  confider. 
Wcu flows,  waiters. 
Wrdk,  Ti-rek,  cargo. 
Wreche,    ivrechis,      wretch , 

niggard,  r.iggards. 
Wrechitnej's,  penurioufnef - 
Wrink,  intricacy,  diiricultv. 
Wrokin,  wreak,  revenged. 
Wudfi,  wode,  revenged. 
IVy,  men,  perfons. 
Wypit,  10.  tied,  hooped,  o: 

faftened. 
Wyis,  187.  wife,  ways. 
Wyfure,  wifdom. 
Wyte,  blame» 
Wyxis,  women. 


Yaip,  eager,   fliarp-ftt. 
Yaivmcris,  aery  of  fowls,  a? 

ca,  ca. 
Yeid,  went. 

Yett,  yetiis,  gate,  gates. 
Yijhein,  evening  of  ytfter- 

day. 
Ynpit,  imp,  ingrafted. 
Youlis,  hoAvlings,  fcrcams. 
Ythand,  pronounced  ydant, 

inceifant,  diligent. 
Yu'.e,  Chrifimas. 


Paff'agis 


Pajfagcs  not  under [iood. 


p.      9.  St.    4.  1.  I.  Doun  the  tlirucf:  ryfs. 
P.    2J.  St.    5.  1.  I.  s.  In  haly  legendis  have  I  hard  d- 
levin. 
Ma  fandlis  of  bifchoppis  nor  frcuis^ 
ht  fic  ffcin. 
P.    35.  St.    2.  1.4.  Nor  blynd  allane  ivait  of  the  tnotiet 
P.     38.  St.  II.  1.  8.  Scribendo  denies  fins  D. 
P.    42.  St.    3.  1.  2.  Vv'ith   bbfmg  breifls  cafting  thair 

claiths  oil  breid. 
P.    42.  St.    5.  1.2.  That  bcttir  accordis  to  play  thame 

at  the  trulis. 
P.    44.  St.  14.  I.  2.  Sic  ballis,  fie  nacketiis,  and  lie  /;<- 

tivillaris. 
P.    44.  St.  14.  1.  4.  Sic    pudding    fillaris,     defcending 

dcun  from  millaris. 
P.    48.  St.    2.  1.3.  Sum  gcv'is  in prntlik  for  fuppU. 
P.    64.  St.    I.  1.  4.  Quhair    my  plumyis   bcgynis  to 

brek  out. 
P.    81.  St.  10.  1.  2.  So  did  her  dengcr  nae  dcrene. 
P.  125.  St»    3.  1.  6,  Quhilk  motht  nor  muftmay  nocht 

ruR  nor  kit. 
P.  133.  St.    9.  1.  I.  2.  This    gowand  grathit    with   fie 
grit  greif. 
He  on   his  wayis  ■v.-rcthly  went 
but  ivene. 
P.  144.  St,    2.  1.  3.  On  twenty  (hillings  now  he  tai- 
ruu'is. 
In  Norroivay  thay  fuld  heir  nfnewit. 
Bot  thou  thanie  opnin  payntit  as  a 

port, 
/^ll groTis  in  glafi  that  femit  gold. 
And  als  the  laverok  isj'ujl  and  loddin. 
That  hfrmort  into  anc  rakkct. 
7.  Or  cliis  Fie  be  the  Jky. 

P.  t8o.. 


P. 

144. 

St. 

2, 

1.6. 

P. 

149- 

St. 

4- 

1.5 

p. 

156. 

St. 

3- 

1.7. 

P. 

160. 

St. 

10. 

1.5. 

p. 

172. 

St. 

7. 

1.8 

p. 

173- 

St. 

2.  . 

1.7. 

C    330    I 

V.  180.  St.    9.  1.  8.  Ratnukloch  in  thair  hed. 

P.  183.  St,    J.  1.  10.  Now  or  -we  furckr/j::<K^. 

P.  187.  St.    4.  1.  4.  Pentagora  to  preif  in  preCs. 

P.  193.  St.    1.  1.  6.  Wclctim  cure  belli  of  Albion  lobiir. 

P.  198.  St.  16.  1,  7.  Sic  Chriftianis  to  kifs  'wiik  chanieris 

kuiks. 
P.  201.  St.  27.  1.  3.  To  bar  onfarfra  bowfclis. 
P.  201.  St.  27.  1.  5.  Soi  to,  thovj  fcho  this  to,  tjo'o/  do  /les' 

place. 
P.  202.  St.  28.  1.  5.  Nurice  to  fiwtour  net* 


^Vords 


Words  not  imder/ioocL 


Bar. 

P. 

aox. 

St. 

27.  1 

•  3- 

Braids. 

P. 

46. 

St. 

3. 1 

•  3- 

Brybour. 

P. 

171. 

St. 

7. 1 

•  3- 

Cuftroun. 

P. 

171. 

St. 

5.  1 

.  7. 

Derene. 

P. 

81. 

St. 

10.  1 

.  2. 

Found. 

P. 

183. 

-St. 

3-  1 

.10. 

Fair. 

P. 

lOZ. 

St. 

16. 1 

.  2. 

Ket. 

P. 

125. 

St. 

3. 

.6. 

Laiti^. 

Lodin. 

P. 

160. 

St. 

10. 

.5. 

Padell. 

P. 

160. 

St. 

7. 

.5. 

Plycht. 

P. 

117. 

St. 

8. 

.5. 

Port. 

P. 

149- 

St. 

4. 

.5. 

Rakket. 

P. 

172. 

St. 

7. 

.  8. 

Ramukloch. 

P. 

180. 

St. 

9. 

1.8. 

Rolfs. 

P. 

99. 

St. 

7. 

1.  I. 

Slewth. 

P 

53 

St. 

4- 

1.  z. 

Tarrow. 

P. 

144. 

St. 

■i. 

•3. 

Trene. 

P. 

160. 

St. 

9- 

1.  I. 

Trulis. 

P. 

42. 

St. 

5. 

1.2. 

Tutivillaris. 

P. 

44. 

St. 

14. 

1.2. 

There  may  pofTibly  be  fomc  other  unintelligible  paf- 
fages,  or  words,  which  have  efcaped  the  attention  of 
the  editor. 


E  R  R  A  T  .\ . 


ERRATA, 


IP. 

3.  1 

.    8. 

p. 

lO.   1 

•    3. 

p. 

II.  ] 

,    2. 

p. 

15.] 

.    4. 

p. 

31.    1 

.    9. 

p. 

45. 

.     4 

p. 

55- 

I.    5. 

p. 

105. 

.  24. 

p. 

119. 

I.    a. 

p. 

123. 

1.17 

p. 

123. 

i.  M 

p. 

131- 

1.    5. 

p. 

133- . 

.13. 

p. 

^A 

.19. 

e. 

157. 

1.    6 

p. 

160. 

.  II 

p. 

174. 

.  20 

p. 

175- 

l»*t 

p. 

175. 

I.  3^ 

p. 

196. 

1.27 

r. 

237. 

!.    J 

p. 

299. 

.31. 

r. 

310. 

.  II 

for  fonene,  r.  fonne. 

dele  comma  after  quhah'. 
,  for  his,  r.  hir. 
,  fur  chevclty,  r.  chevelry. 

for  Myttainc,  r.  Myttaine, 
.  for  ;   r.  ,. 

.  for  thoct,  r.  thocht. 
,  for  obey,  r.  obeyid. 
.  for  AValf,  r.  Wolf. 
.  for  twin,  r.  win. 
.  for  quilk,  r.  quhilk. 
,  for  wet,   r.  met. 
,  for  argirly,  r.  angirly. 
.for  wich,  r.  with. 
.  for  tricht,  ;.  bricht. 
.  for  than,  r.  tham. 
,  for  fhlendir,  r.  (klcndir. 
.  for  generi,  r.  generit. 
.  for  te,  r.  the. 
.  for  famonye,  r.  fa  monie. 
. /or  Warlochhude-pyke,  /.  V* 

loch.     Hude-pyke. 
,  for  lewd,  r.  lafcivious. 
.for  miratii,  r.  miratur. 
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